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TEXT&
TRANSLATION

God willing on

Thursday, 15 September 2022 
To be held at William Tyndale House, London

This is a special one-day conference for those interested in the 
Text and Translation of Scripture, suitable for all who are 

interested in these matters and of particular value 
to ministers, elders, and seminary students. 

The Doctrine of Holy Scripture 
by the Rev. John Thackway

Minister of Emmanuel Church, Salisbury, and 
Vice-Chairman of the Trinitarian Bible Society.

The Holy Scriptures for 
the Persian People 

by Pastor Pooyan Mehrshahi
Minister of Providence Baptist Chapel, 

Cheltenham, and Chairman of the Parsa Trust.

Dynamic or Literal? Lessons from 
the TBS Spanish Bible Project

by Mr Bill Greendyk
General Secretary of TBS (USA), 

Grand Rapids, Michigan.

The Case for the Received Text 
by Dr Jeff  Riddle

Pastor at Christ Reformed Baptist Church, 
Louisa, Virginia.

TALKS ON:

Guests may wish to consider a special break in London over
 3 days with this schedule:

Thursday: Text and Translation Conference at William Tyndale House
 Friday: Free day in London Saturday: TBS AGM at the Metropolitan Tabernacle

Booking for the conference is essential as availability is limited. Please visit our website:

www.tbsbibles.org/event/2022TBSConference



The Business Meeting at 11.00 a.m. will include 
reports and updates on the Society’s work.

After the Business Meeting, at 2.00 p.m. 
The Rev. D. Campbell
Minister, Edinburgh Free Presbyterian Church of Scotland
is expected to preach. 

All are invited to attend. Please see our website 
for the most up-to-date details.
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The General 
Secretary’s Desk

By Jonathan D. Arnold, 

General Secretary

Bible fl ies against the spirit of this age 

where every man does what is right in 

his own eyes (cf. Judges 21.25). However, 

we know God’s Word will not return 

unto Him void (cf. Isaiah 55.11). Th ose 

who encounter God’s Word can by God’s 

grace be powerfully aff ected by it, and as 

we pray and labour the Lord causes His 

Word to bear spiritual fruit. 

It is important to recognise that whilst 

the Society has a critical role in supply-

ing Scriptures for evangelistic means, it 

is also important that the Scriptures are 

available in faithful translations for the 

church. Th e Society itself is not a church 

but is here to be a handmaid to the 

churches; as such we seek to help where 

there is a need for the Scriptures and a 

heart to receive and distribute it. 

I recently heard of a grantee in Africa 

who received Scriptures from TBS. Th is 

person, a professing Christian attending 

a church, had never had their own Bible. 

Th e Bible they were given through the 

grants programme was the fi rst full Bible 

they had received in their life. As the 

Lord gave bread to His disciples so that 

they might distribute it among the multi-

tude hungry for food (Mark 6.35–44), so 

God has given us His Word to distribute 

A
s we read this 191st Annual Report 

 we refl ect on another year  during 

 which many Scriptures have 

been sent out and the means supplied 

accounted for, we must recognise once 

again ‘Hitherto hath the LORD helped 

us’ (1 Samuel 7.12). Last year marked the 

Society’s 190th anniversary (see QR 637 

for a report); throughout its long his-

tory the Society has had the privilege to 

distribute God’s Word. Th e year 2021 was 

no exception, and the reach of our work 

is, by the grace of God, a testament to 

the hard work of staff  and volunteers. As 

various commodities in the world such as 

oil and grain increase in price, we would 

do well to recognise and compare the 

inestimable value of the Word of God.

To be able to place the Scriptures into 

the hands of people around the world is 

a great task before the Society each year. 

Th rough people, churches, missions, and 

organisations, and by a great variety of 

methods—by post, bookshops, open-air 

distribution, local churches, distribution 

to school children, displayed on public 

transport, outside people’s homes, and 

online—the Society seeks to assist in 

placing God’s Word before modern man. 

Given by inspiration of God, preserved, 

perfect and declaring absolute truth, the 

4
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it among all nations, to those in need of 

spiritual food (cf. Matthew 28.19).

Whilst it may be a day of small things in 

some Western countries, there is ample 

need for and desire to read the Scriptures 

in other countries. Auxiliaries work-

ing among schools in the UK have also 

recently found an open door to provide 

the Scriptures to children of school age 

through the distribution of Platinum 

Jubilee Bibles. It is the fi rm foundation 

of the Scriptures that is used by God to 

save undeserving sinners and to cleanse 

the true church, fi xing the people of God 

with the unshakable underpinnings of 

the revealed Word of God. Where TBS is 

able to assist in this we must seek to do so 

wisely and extensively to those in need. 

We trust that the Lord will enable us to 

continue this throughout 2022. 

Another key part of the Society’s work is 

to uphold the doctrine of Scripture both 

in terms of preservation and inspiration. 

Th ere continue to be those who tell us we 

are off  track to look to a Bible text that has 

been ‘kept pure in all ages’. Th ey would 

argue (or at least the end result of their 

argument would be) that the Greek text 

did not reach a better and more accurate 

form till now, gradually improving since 

the start of the nineteenth century (and 

still being improved), either through the 

Critical Text or its modern derivatives 

produced through such principles as rea-

soned eclecticism.1 To such I would ask, 

did not and does not the Lord preserve 

His Word? Would the Lord leave the 

church to be washed in Scriptures tainted 

by error and false emendation? Of course 

not. An accurate and preserved Word is 

critical to the Lord’s work of purifying 

His church, ensuring sound doctrine, 

salvation in Christ alone, and striving 

for a godly life. We reject the traditional 

text or the Received Text of the New 

Testament and the Masoretic Text of the 

Old Testament to our own peril, and at 

the cost of God’s preserved Word.2 In 

that regard I would encourage all who 

can to attend the Text and Translation 

Conference in September this year. Lord 

willing, recordings will be made available 

aft erward online. (For further de-

tails please see www.tbsbibles.org/ 

event/2022TBSConference.)

Turning to the Annual Report, 

when I fi rst joined the Society 

I was surprised by the breadth 

of the work in terms of transla-

tion and distribution. In the 

Operations Director’s report 

it is once again remarkable to 

read that we have distributed 

Scriptures to 108 countries. 

Th rough a year that still had 

Covid-19 restrictions the Lord 

was pleased to open the door for 

His Word to go forth.

Shona Bibles in Zimbabwe
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I am very pleased to welcome 

Mr Matthew Vogan to the staff  as 

Editorial Director. We are thankful that 

he has been led to work for the Society, 

and I am sure you will join me in praying 

for him as he seeks to lead the Editorial 

Department. Th is is his fi rst edition over-

seeing the Quarterly Record, and as he 

reminds us we stand on the shoulders of 

those who have gone before. In that sense 

I too must mark God’s grace to me in the 

fi rst six months as General Secretary. My 

predecessor (now the Society’s President) 

maintained the Society on the fi rm foot-

ing of its historic principles and I hope 

(as the Lord enables) we might press 

towards the mark and take forward the 

work of God in preparing, translating, 

publishing, distributing, and upholding 

God’s infallible Word. 

Th is report also contains a remarkable 

update on translation work. A number 

of burdened and gift ed people have 

been brought to the Society’s attention 

to carry out the work of translating the 

Scripture into their mother tongues—it 

is the Lord’s doing and we trust it might 

be marvellous. We have seen remarkable 

progress in translation projects that aft er 

many years are now moving to conclu-

sion. With the coming publication of 

New Testaments and Bibles in 2022 and 

2023 there continues to be a signifi cant 

need for Scriptures around the world. It is 

our joy, where we can, to supply a faithful 

translation of God’s Word.

As is evident in the fi nancial report the 

Society has received kind provision in the 

past year. We are thankful to each person 

who has donated—whether in amounts 

large or small—to the work as we seek to 

wisely steward the means the Lord has 

granted us. More important than any 

fi nancial provision we are grateful for 

our supporters’ prayers. We are in great 

need of them as we depend on the Lord 

day-to-day. We continue to work through 

the Strategic Plan, elements of which 

we intend to publish in a forthcoming 

Quarterly Record. As with any work, 

we seek to continuously review pro-

cesses to ensure that we continue to work 

 eff ectively. Signifi cant challenges remain 

before us with current economic factors 

that may impact the Society, as well as the 

ongoing drift  toward compromising the 

Gospel and the watering down of God’s 

Word that we seek to stand against. 

Th e facts and fi gures contained in the 

report represent many hours of hard 

work by staff  and volunteers who, by 

the grace of God, labour to distribute 

God’s Word. Certainly there are gems of 

 encouragement in this report that should 

be incentive to thanksgiving to the Lord. 

As we seek to be faithful to the Lord, 

may He grant us the vision to grow and 

sustain the work for His glory. 

‘Hold thou me up, and I shall be safe: 

and I will have respect unto thy statutes 

continually’ (Psalm 119.117).

Endnotes:

1. For more information on this subject, please 

read the Society’s newest article How the 

Holy Bible Came to be by C. M. McShaff rey at 

www.tbsbibles.org/HowTh eHolyBibleCameToBe.

2. To that end some may be interested to read a 

 recent book Why I Preach from the Received Text: 

An Anthology of Essays by Reformed Ministers, 

 edited by J. T. Riddle and C. M. McShaff rey 

(Florida, USA: Th e Greater Heritage, 2022).
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by Philip A. Blows, Operations Director

Operations
Report

‘And let us not be weary in well do-

ing: for in due season we shall reap, 

if we faint not’ (Galatians 6.9).

A
s with all Christian service, there 

 are times in the work of the Society 

 when we grow weary. Th e emails 

seem to come in more quickly than they 

can be responded to; the administrative 

load grows like straws on the camel’s 

back; shipments are held by customs 

overseas and urgent intervention is re-

quired; and oft en we simply feel we are 

not up to the huge task in hand. Add to 

this the assaults of the evil one and it is 

no surprise that we grow weary.

But let us not be weary in well doing. Why? 

For in due season we shall reap, if we faint 

not. Th e great work of Scripture transla-

tion, publication, and distribution will 

surely produce spiritual fruit, for, as Louise 

Brett reminds us on page 9, the Lord’s 

Word will not return unto Him void. 

I was encouraged recently when reading 

a report on public attitudes in the UK 

towards the Christian faith. According 

to the report, from a list of over twenty 

possible responses ‘Reading the Bible’ 

was the second highest reason (at 24%) 

chosen by respondents for how they 

came ‘to follow Jesus for themselves’ (the 

highest reason at 34% being ‘Growing up 

in a Christian family’). Occasionally we 

are told that people do not oft en come to 

faith by reading the Bible, and hence the 

Bible distribution work is not worth-

while. Yet this survey (and the letters we 

sometimes receive) strongly indicates 

otherwise. So let us not grow weary in 

this work of Bible circulation, and let us 

faint not.

Because the activity we are engaged in is 

for a spiritual purpose, namely ‘to pro-

mote the Glory of God and the salvation 

of men’, it cannot be adequately measured 

by Scripture circulation fi gures and such 

like. Th at said, these fi gures are of some 

interest. Th e circulation summary for 

2021 is that 4.3 million Scriptures and 

Scripture items in 38 languages were 

circulated to 108 countries, to the glory 

of God.

Grants

During 2021 around 1.6 million Bibles, 

Scripture portions, and Scripture items 

were granted free of charge to institutions 

and individuals at home and abroad. Every 
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grant application is scrutinised to ensure, 

as far as is practicable, that grants of 

Bibles, Scripture portions, and other items 

are distributed through channels which 

will be acceptable to our supporters.

We try to make the most of our grants 

budget by supplying a good number of 

large grants to trusted grantees. Some 

examples of the large grants awarded 

during 2021 are as follows:

• 6,500 Simte Bibles to India 

• 6,500 Portuguese Bibles and New 

Testaments to Mozambique 

• 3,000 English Bibles to Botswana

• 7,000 Spanish New Testaments to Chile 

• 4,200 English Bibles, New Testaments, 

Original Languages Scriptures, and 

other Scripture items to Nigeria

• 6,000 Spanish New Testaments to 

Costa Rica 

• 1,500 Russian Bibles and 500 German 

Bibles to Germany 

• 3,000 Arabic Bibles and New 

Testaments to Greece 

• 7,500 Romanian New Testaments to 

Romania 

• 1,500 English Bibles to Zimbabwe 

• 4,000 Spanish New Testaments to 

Dominican Republic 

• 4,000 Spanish New Testaments to 

Guatemala 

• 2,500 English and non-English Bibles 

and New Testaments to UK prisons

• 3,000 Spanish New Testaments to 

Argentina 

• 1,500 English New Testaments to UK 

hospitals

• 2,000 Spanish New Testaments to Peru 

• 1,000 English Bibles to each of the 

following countries: Kenya, Malawi, 

Nigeria, South Sudan, Tanzania, 

Uganda, and Zambia

May every Bible, Scripture portion, and 

Scripture item be used for the glory of 

God and the salvation of men.

Sales 

We also distribute the Holy Scriptures by 

way of sales, oft en at heavily discounted 

prices. Th is is our main distribution 

channel by volume, and the vast major-

ity of the items we sell will be given away 

free of charge on the mission fi eld. Th e 

total number of Scriptures and Scripture 

items sold worldwide in 2021 was 

2.7 million. Of these, 1.5 million were 

under licence to other publishers.

Covid-19 continued to impact the 

Operations work of the Society dur-

ing 2021. Many Christian bookshops 

remained closed for much of the year, 

shipping restrictions made it challeng-

ing to fulfi l orders in certain territories, 

and offi  ce staff  were forced to work from 

home for long periods. But overall, as 

in 2020 the Lord graciously enabled 

our work to proceed well despite these 

diffi  culties.

As can be seen in the figures above, 

a significant part of our Scripture 

circulation comes through licensing 

arrangements with other publishers. In 

2021, 35% of our total circulation volume 

came through licensing and 65% through 

publications which we procured and 

circulated ourselves. Regrettably, far 

fewer Bibles and New Testaments were 

circulated under licence in 2021 than in 
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previous years, largely due to a decrease 

in the circulation of the Portuguese New 

Testament under license. Th is change had 

been expected for some time; sadly, the 

publisher in question who had been li-

censing the TBS text indicated their plans 

to switch to an alternative translation.

However, we are still conducting a major 

publishing and distributing work apart 

from licensing. In 2021 over 2.8 million
Bibles, Scripture portions, and Scripture 

items bearing the TBS name passed 

through our warehouses to be sent to 

customers and grantees around the 

world. Th is is 50% higher than in 2020.

In 2021 we received for the second year 

in a row the Feefo Platinum Service 

award for our sales work. We are grateful 

for the diligence and commitment of 

our staff  and also for the close attach-

ment many of our customers feel to 

the Society. To read verifi ed customer 

reviews of our Scripture publications, 

please visit the store area of our website 

(www.tbsbibles.org/store) and click on 

the star ratings on the product pages.

Feedback from Grantees 

Th is section was written by Louise Brett, 

one of our Sales and Grants Assistants. 

Each year we receive so many messages 

of thanks from people from all walks 

of life who have received our Scripture 

publications, from students to prisoners 

to pastors. Sometimes it is easy to feel 

discouraged in the work of the Society 

and to wonder if what we do really makes 

a diff erence. Th ese letters of appreciation 

tell us that yes, it does! Some of those 

who receive our Scriptures have never 

had a Bible or even heard about God 

before. Some on the other hand are 

already Christians, but they could not 

aff ord to buy a Bible for themselves. One 

thing that the various writers of these let-

ters have in common, despite their great 

diversity, is that they are all extremely 

grateful. Such a small thing to us, that is 

easy to obtain—a low-cost Bible or New 

Testament, for example—makes a world 

of diff erence to someone else.

A pastor in India sent us the following 

email:

We would like to express our sincere 

thanks for your compassionate heart, 

prayers and words of encouragement 

that have blessed us personally; but 

more importantly, you have impacted 

hundreds of believers around the rural 

and tribal areas here with your Golden 

Th oughts Calendars … We appreci-

ate your thoughtfulness and kind 

expression of love shown in this way. 

Your prayers, blessings and Golden 

Th oughts Calendars enable us to con-

tinue reaching the unreached in some 

of the most isolated places in our area. 

We thank you for your prayers to keep 

us here serving in the land of our call-

ing. We thank you for your ongoing 

Recipients of Bibles in Kenya



  – Quarterly Record Issue Number: 640 – July to September 2022

10

prayer support and friendship as we 

work together to show God’s love to a 

hurting world. We are grateful for your 

compassionate heart for all that you do 

for the poor, needy and hungry souls.

Of course, we must not forget the One 

who enables us to continue this work 

year aft er year, and all thanks should be 

to Him!

We also had the privilege of sending a 

number of grants to Africa via a trust-

ed contact in Malawi. Altogether, we 

Countries to which we sent Scriptures in 2021
Our motto is ‘Th e Word of God among all nations’. In 2021 we distributed 4.3 million 

Scriptures and Scripture items in 38 languages to 108 countries; these countries and 

languages are listed below and opposite.

1. Albania

2. Angola*

3. Argentina

4. Armenia

5. Australia

6. Austria

7. Bangladesh

8. Belgium

9. Benin

10. Bolivia

11.  Bosnia and 

Herzegovina

12. Botswana*

13. Brazil

14. Bulgaria

15. Burundi

16. Cameroon

17. Canada

18. Chile

19. China

20. Colombia

21. Cook Islands

22. Costa Rica

23. Cote D’Ivoire

24. Croatia

25. Cuba

26. Czech Republic

27. Denmark

28. Dominican 

Republic

29. Ecuador

30. El Salvador

31. England

32. Estonia

33. eSwatini

34. Ethiopia

35. Finland

36. France

37. Germany

38. Ghana

39. Greece

40. Guatemala

41. Guernsey

42. Honduras

43. Hong Kong

44. Hungary

45. India

46. Indonesia

47. Iran

48. Ireland

49. Israel

50. Italy

51. Japan

52. Jersey

53. Kenya

54. Lithuania

55. Madagascar

56. Malawi

57. Malaysia

58. Malta

59. Mauritius

60. Mexico

61. Micronesia

62. Moldova

63. Montenegro

64. Morocco

65. Mozambique

66. Myanmar

67. Namibia

68. Nepal

69. Netherlands

70. New Zealand

71. Nicaragua

72. Niger 

73. Nigeria

74. Northern Ireland

75. Norway

76. Pakistan

77. Panama

78. Paraguay

79. Peru

80. Philippines

81. Poland

82. Portugal

83. Romania

84. Russia

85. Scotland

86. Singapore

87. South Africa

88. South Korea

89. South Sudan 

90. Spain

91. Sri Lanka

92. St Kitts & Nevis

93. Sweden

94. Switzerland

95. Tanzania

96. Th ailand

97. Togo

98.  Trinidad & Tobago

99. UAE

100. Uganda

101. Ukraine

102. Uruguay

103. USA

104. Venezuela

105. Vietnam

106. Wales

107. Zambia

108. Zimbabwe

* Scriptures distributed via 

Christian partners in the UK.
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were able to send 7,000 English Bibles 

and 2,000 Portuguese Bibles, as well as 

Golden Th oughts Calendars in English, 

Portuguese, and Shona. Th is grantee 

sent us some detailed reports, in which 

we could see some of the challenges that 

they were up against in distributing these 

Scriptures.

We have been travelling to 

Mozambique. Th e rains have been 

very heavy from Malawi up to 

Mozambique. We thank the Lord 

that despite travelling challenges, 

the journey has been a success. 

Th ese are very poor pastors living in 

the jungle. Th ey have never seen or 

heard about a bookstore or library 

in their lives. It is a great blessing 

that TBS is supporting this work. 

We had to cross rivers on foot. We 

fell from the bike two times because 

of the slippery road, but by the 

grace of the Lord we were not hurt. 

Upon arrival at our destination in 

rural countryside of Mozambique, 

we were impressed to fi nd Christian 

leaders waiting for us. On Sunday 

we had a good fellowship with 

them. Th eir 

church was 

full to an 

extent that 

some attendees 

stood outside 

though there 

were some 

rain showers. 

Working in 

the country-

side of Africa 

requires much 

patience, courage and love. Th ere 

are no lodges or rest houses. We use 

the church buildings for training 

during the day and sleeping during 

the night.

I fi nd it very humbling to read that, 

despite the adverse weather conditions, 

there were people outside the church that 

were hungry for the Word of God.

Th e Scripture calendar distribution has 

continued to be a blessing around the 

world, with hundreds of thousands of 

both Golden Th oughts and Words of Life 

Calendars being sent to almost every 

Languages in which we distributed Scriptures in 2021

1. Afrikaans

2. Albanian

3. Arabic

4. Armenian (Eastern)

5. Bulgarian

6. Catalan

7. Chinese

8. Dutch

9. English

10. French

11. German

12. Greek (Koine)

13. Greek (Modern)

14. Hausa

15. Hebrew

16. Hungarian

17. Italian

18. Lithuanian

19. Maltese

20. Maori

21. Mongolian

22. Ndebele

23. Nepali

24. Persian

25. Pokot

26. Polish

27. Portuguese

28. Romanian

29. Russian

30. Serbian

31. Shona

32. Simte

33. Spanish

34. Tamil

35. Turkish

36. Ukrainian

37. Welsh

38. Xhosa

In 2021 we 

distributed 

4.3 million 

Scriptures and 

Scripture items in 

38 languages to 

108 countries
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continent in various diff erent languages. 

Th e recipients include a number of UK 

prisons, where in addition to the majority 

of prisoners who are British, there are 

many men and women whose fi rst lan-

guage is not English. Many of them have 

never heard of the Word of God before. 

May the Lord use their situation to speak 

to them and to bring them to Himself. 

One chaplain wrote to tell us of the fol-

lowing incident.

I did the reception of a man who 

is probably in his 40s, fi rst time in 

prison. He was listed as Albanian, 

and when I asked him what religion 

he is, he said, ‘Muslim, but because 

of my father’. His English was 

pretty good, much better than some 

Albanians I meet, so I asked him 

what he meant. He told me that he 

was a Muslim because his father was 

a Muslim. I asked if he was wanting 

to keep Ramadan and he laughed 

and said he is ‘Muslim but non-

practising’. Later I saw him again 

and took out an Albanian calendar 

and said, ‘When I saw this calen-

dar, I thought of you’. He naturally 

recognised it at once and laughed. 

‘Would you like it?’ I asked, and 

he was glad to receive it. He then 

proceeded to tell me that Islam and 

Christianity are the same, ‘Except 

you believe in three Gods’. I said 

that we don’t, but did not get into 

an argument. It reminded me yet 

again how well taught Muslims are, 

that although he describes himself 

as ‘non-practising’ he is full of false 

understanding of Christianity and 

the nature of God. My prayer is that 

the Holy Spirit will bless the Word 

of God on the calendar to his soul, 

and that as he has contact with other 

Albanian prisoners, they may also 

read the Word of God.

May that be the prayer of us all as more 

calendars, Bibles, and other Christian lit-

erature are sent out throughout the world. 

‘So shall my word be that goeth 

forth out of my mouth: it shall not 

return unto me void, but it shall 

 accomplish that which I please, and 

it shall prosper in the thing whereto 

I sent it’ (Isaiah 55.11).

UK Railway Posters 

Since 1975 the Society has been display-

ing Scripture texts on large posters at UK 

railway stations. However, as has been 

reported before, our primary advertising 

partner informed us in early 2020 that 

they would no longer accept Scripture 

text posters (or any other religious 

Words of Life Calendar in Albanian
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material). Th erefore, the TBS UK 

National Rail Scripture Poster Campaign 

for 2021 was of a signifi cantly smaller 

scale than usual: 58 individual poster 

bookings were made by 17 sponsors for 

2021. We will be seeking further legal 

advice on the Society’s position in this 

matter over the coming months.

On a more positive note, we have com-

pleted a successful pilot project to have 

Scripture Posters displayed in UK bus 

shelters. Th ese locations have the advan-

tage of being more public, thus making 

the posters visible to motorists, pedestri-

ans, and bus passengers, and not just rail 

travellers. UK recipients of this Quarterly 

Record will fi nd enclosed a sponsorship 

form for the 2023 TBS UK Bus Shelter 

Scripture Poster Campaign. Please pray 

that there will be no hindrance to the 

display of Scripture posters in this new 

location and that the Lord will bless the 

project.

Auxiliaries 

Th e Society’s published Aim speaks of 

circulating the Scriptures ‘at home and 

abroad’. Th erefore, as well as having 

an international focus to our work, we 

also encourage the circulation of the 

Scriptures at home. Th e Society’s regional 

auxiliaries, active in the UK, USA, and 

Canada, contribute signifi cantly to this 

locally oriented work. 

In 2021 the UK auxiliaries were responsi-

ble for circulating over 19,000 Scriptures 
and Scripture items, the vast major-

ity through grants to prisons, schools, 

hospitals, and care homes. Over 5,000 of 

these publications were Bibles and 1,600 

were New Testaments. We are thankful for 

the many auxiliary committee members 

who give their time to pursue the Society’s 

Aim in their local regions. Please visit our 

website (www.tbsbibles.org/auxiliaries) 

or contact your local TBS offi  ce for more 

information about how to support our 

auxiliaries.

Conferences and Exhibitions

Conferences and exhibitions provide 

valuable opportunities to explain our 

work in face-to-face settings. As had 

been the case in 2020, last year many 

of the conferences to which we would 

normally have sent representatives 

were sadly cancelled due to Covid-19. 

We did take opportunities to be pre-

sent at events where possible though 

and were grateful that we could hold 

a normal ‘in-person’ AGM at the 

Metropolitan Tabernacle in September 

2021. Since then, we have also held an 

Open Day at William Tyndale House 

(see previous Quarterly Record) and are 

preparing for the Text and Translation 

Conference at our Headquarters on 

Th ursday 15 September 2022. Visit 

www.tbsbibles.org/2022TBSConference 

for details of this special conference.

Bibles on display at the latest 
Open Day at William Tyndale House
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in the warehouse, helped us at public 

events, and latterly served on the com-

mittee of the Greater London Auxiliary. 

As another member of that committee 

wrote, it is a comfort to know that Jude 

now possesses the greatest joy we could 

ever know, because, though absent from 

the body, he is present with the Lord (see 

2 Corinthians 5.8).

Please continue to remember our staff 

and volunteers in your prayers.

Conclusion 

As I mentioned earlier, reading the Bible 

appears to be one of the main ways that 

people come to know the Lord Jesus 

Christ in a saving way. Th inking about 

this in connection with the millions of 

Bibles, Scripture portions, and Scripture 

items distributed in 2021, let us be en-

couraged: by the grace of God, may we 

continue in well doing and faint not. 

Endnote:

Round numbers have been used for some 

large circulation figures in this report 

to make them easier to digest; in some 

 cases, the precise numbers can be found 

in the distribution table on page 23.

Although certain phrases and expressions 

used in the letters in this article may not 

be doctrinally correct or in correct English, 

we reproduce the letters essentially as 

received, knowing that the Lord is using 

His Word to the glory of His Name and 

the furtherance of His Kingdom as the 

Scriptures are distributed among the 

 nations of the world. 

Staffi  ng

I would like to thank each member of 

the Operations Department in London 

for their labours during 2021; without 

them the work outlined above would not 

have been completed. Th ank you to Mark 

Beardall, Louise Brett, Gary Hayes, Neil 

Lusk, Peter Stephenson, Michael Wade, 

and Hannah Woodhams.

We were greatly saddened in December 

to hear of the unexpected homecall of 

our Sales Representative to the retail 

trade, John Tennant. John represented 

TBS to a good number of Christian book-

shops and had done so for many years, in 

addition to his primary work of repre-

senting Christian Focus Publications. We 

echo the description of John by one of his 

former colleagues as a ‘Gospel man with 

a kind and gentle disposition’. Please pray 

for John’s wife and children.

In addition to our staff, many volunteers 

give of their time to support the Society’s 

work, whether in our warehouses and 

packing rooms, on boards and com-

mittees, or from home on tasks such as 

preparing and marking children’s quizzes. 

Th ere are too many of these dear friends 

to name, but we thank each one most 

sincerely for all that they do for the Lord 

at the Society.

Another reminder that our times are 

in the Lord’s hands came earlier this 

month (June 2022) when we heard that 

one of our most beloved supporters and 

volunteers, Jude D’Souza, had been called 

home. Despite the physical diffi  culties 

Jude endured, he was one of the most 

joyful and enthusiastic supporters of the 

Society. He volunteered for several years 
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On behalf of the Board of Directors and the staff  of the 

Australian Branch of the Trinitarian Bible Society, we 

send our greetings in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

We have again experienced in the past year the Lord’s 

goodness in providing for the Society in this country. 

‘Th e LORD hath done great things for us; whereof we are 

glad’ (Psalm 126.3). We have reason for much thankful-

ness for the Lord’s gracious and most generous provision 

for the Trinitarian Bible Society in Australia.

In 2021 Mr D. P. Rowland retired from the Australia Board of Directors aft er many years 

of faithful service, and we wish him the Lord’s blessing in his retirement. We continue to 

pray that the Lord would bless the Australian Board with wisdom, understanding, and 

grace for the work which lies before them in this country.

Our offi  ce, as in past years, is again open to the public Monday to Friday, 9 a.m.–1 p.m. 

for sales and enquiries. Th e website and online store continue to be very useful as a 

fi rst contact point for those looking for reliable translations of the Word of God. Sales 

in 2021 were up approximately 10% compared to the previous year and donations also 

increased, for which we are very thankful to the Lord as He has continued to provide 

for the work. 

In 2021 the Australian Branch provided 500 Bibles as grants for free distribution. Some 

of these Bibles went into prisons, others went to schools for Religious Education, some 

were used in outreach at agricultural shows, and still others were sent to children who 

completed the Children’s Scripture Learning Programme. We pray that the Lord’s Word 

sent forth in 2021 ‘shall not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which I 

please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it’ (Isaiah 55.11). A grantee wrote a 

note to say, ‘It is with great thankfulness that we write, as we respond to your very gener-

ous gift  of Bibles once again—for distribution through the Bible van work. We accept it 

as from the Lord Himself. He will certainly reward your generous giving. We envisage 

these to last until at least the middle of 2022 D.V.’

Branch
Greetings

TBS (Australia)
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Editorial work for the Society has continued to be carried out in Australia during 2021–2022 

by the Society’s Senior Editorial Consultant (Linguistics), Larry Brigden. Questions have 

been answered and translations checked for projects undertaken in a large number of lan-

guages, including Bemba, Vaiphei, Slovak, Kalenjin, Modern Hebrew, Modern Greek, Hindi, 

French, Chinese, Tagalog, Boro, Cebuano, Catalan, and Kannada. Of particular note was 

the eventual recommendation to the General Committee for publication of the Chinese 

New Testament, the translation having satisfactorily met all the Society’s requirements for 

soundness and faithfulness to the Hebrew Masoretic and Greek Received texts. A signifi -

cant question also arose during the year of the correct translation of the Greek word δουλος 

(doulos), whether it should be ‘slave’ or ‘servant’. Th is was answered formally in a separate 

article where, aft er careful consideration, the conclusion reached was that ‘servant’ (as in the 

Authorised (King James) Version) rather than ‘slave’, was indeed the better choice.

Larry Brigden also assists his London colleague, Philip Hopkins, Senior Editorial Consultant 

(Projects), in assessing applications from prospective translators. Regrettably, oft en some 

of the prospective translators are by no means so well taught theologically as one might 

hope. Th is is usually because opportunities for theological instruction in their own coun-

tries (such as those in Asia or Africa) are very limited. However, one remarkable thing about 

such  people, which is of considerable encouragement concerning the advancement of the 

Kingdom of God, is that they are oft en humble and teachable, and also very thankful. 

We would again thank the many members and friends of the Society for their ongoing 

prayerful and practical support of our work and witness in Australia. We are encour-

aged to continue our work in this day of small things in light of the promise, ‘For the 

earth shall be fi lled with the knowledge of the glory of the LORD, as the waters cover 

the sea’ (Habakkuk 2.14). Above all, we must acknowledge the Lord’s great goodness 

in all our endeavours on behalf of the Trinitarian Bible Society, for Paul may plant and 

Apollos water but only God can give the increase (cf. 1 Corinthians 3.6). We must again 

confess that without Him we can do nothing.

With Christian greetings

Alan Brown

National Secretary, Trinitarian Bible Society (Australia)

In Ephesians 2.1 the Apostle Paul said: ‘And you hath 

he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins’. 

How ‘dead’ are we? I would like to propose that 

we are as dead as soil: ‘for dust thou art, and unto 

dust shalt thou return’ (Genesis 3.19). Physically 

speaking, we came from the ground and to the 

ground we shall return. Th e Apostle Paul compares 

TBS (Brazil)
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our dead body to a seed that will be resurrected in glory (1 Corinthians 15.35–58). 

Spiritually speaking, the same analogy holds true.

In Luke 8.5–15 the Lord Jesus compares the hearts of men 

to soil and the Word of God to the seed. Th e soil, in and 

of itself, cannot produce fruit, but when it is prepared and 

receives the seed and is watered, it can burst into new life. In 

Isaiah 55.10–11, the Word of God is likened to water, specifi -

cally to the rain and snow that waters the earth.

Th e soil is the hearts of men and the seed is the Word of God. 

In Isaiah 55.11 God promised: ‘So shall my word be that goeth 

forth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto me void, but 

it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in 

the thing whereto I sent it’. Th at is why we are so passionate 

about sowing the Word of God! 

By God’s grace in 2021 we once again distributed over one million complete Bibles 

throughout the Portuguese-speaking world. Each Bible represents one person 

reached with God’s Word, and we know that God’s Word will ‘not return … void’. 

Th ese Bibles were distributed not only across Brazil, but also in Portugal and in the 

 Portuguese-speaking countries of Africa. We also reached 4,500,663 individual Bible 

app users. All of this was possible through the special partnerships that the Lord has 

given us. To God be the glory!

Rejoice with us that our Bible printing needs for last year were provided for in full, 

and that we were able to use all our Bible distribution funds. We also donated more 

than 1,800 Bibles designated for ‘Alphabetization through the Bible’ (teaching peo-

ple how to read and write using the Bible), and used the remainder of our funds to 

donate 340 Bibles to a ministry that helps drug addicts recover using the Bible as their 

textbook. Please pray with us for the replenishing of our Bible distribution fund. For 

us, the lack of funds is not an excuse for 

someone not to have a Bible. Th e Lord 

provides! Truly we must work ‘while it is 

day: the night cometh, when no man can 

work’ (John 9.4).

Brethren, pray for us.

Your fellow servant in Brazil,

Harold Ralph Gilmer

Executive Vice-President, 

Trinitarian Bible Society (Brazil)

Bibles being shipped out from 
Trinitarian Bible Society (Brazil)

Pr Harold and Dr Thomas Gilmer 
with the 1,800 Bibles 
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‘Eben-ezer … Hitherto hath the LORD helped us’ 
(1 Samuel 7.12).

Th e seventh chapter of 1 Samuel tells us that 
Samuel set a memorial stone to commemo-
rate how the Lord had helped Israel subdue 
the Philistines. I believe I may use the term 
‘ Eben-ezer’ to describe the marvellous way in 
which the Lord helped us during 2021.

Last year His hand of judgment pressed heavily upon our country. Although 
travel was diffi  cult and meetings prohibited, our friends across Canada continued 
to give their prayerful and generous practical support to the Society. Th e Lord 
inclined the hearts, and we were cheerfully able to contribute $400,000 Canadian 
dollars (£250,000) towards various Bible translation and distribution projects. 

Within Canada we continue to supply prison chaplains with Bibles for the in-
mates of our correctional institutions. I am amazed that our current government 
still allows the distribution of Bibles in such places. In 2021, we again placed 
Bible text posters in the vehicles of the Greater Toronto Transit Commission 
as well as a few billboards along major highways in both Ontario and British 
Columbia. Some of our supporters continue to distribute Bibles in a variety of 
outreach ventures.

We are happy to be involved in this important work. However, our work, no 
matter how good in itself, is not enough. Only the Lord’s blessing can make the 
distribution of Bibles a blessing indeed. In his letter to the Th essalonians, Paul 
tells us how the Lord blessed his preaching. ‘For our gospel came not unto you in 
word only, but also in power, and in the Holy Ghost’ (1 Th essalonians 1.5). May it 
be our sigh and cry that the Lord will make the Scriptures we distribute to be the 
Gospel ‘not unto you in word only, but also in power, and in the Holy Ghost’. May 
it please Him to bless His powerful Gospel to us, our families and neighbours, 
and to people all around the world.

On behalf of all involved with TBS (Canada), I extend greetings to our 
 like-minded friends around the world. We pray that the work may continue, 
and that the rising generation will step forward to carry on the ministry of their 
parents and grandparents.

Adrian Stoutjesdyk

General Secretary, Trinitarian Bible Society (Canada)

TBS (Canada)
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First of all the New Zealand branch would like 

to thank the Lord for providing TBS with a new 

General Secretary, and we pray for the Lord’s 

blessing upon Jonathan Arnold. With the Lord’s 

help nothing is impossible, and we are surely liv-

ing in a time in which we are asking the Lord for 

things impossible with man. We also pray for the 

Lord’s blessing upon the TBS Text and Translation 

Conference which will be held in the United Kingdom in September 2022, the Lord 

willing. We extend our warmest Christian greetings to the General Committee, 

the staff  of TBS headquarters in London, and to all the members and friends of the 

Society around the world: may the Lord bless you.

TBS (New Zealand) had to cancel our AGM planned for March 2022 as the venue 

was not available for hire under the Covid-19 restrictions of that time. Although 

restrictions have been lift ed somewhat, we hope further relief will come in July 

and that we will be able to have our AGM later in the year, this time in Auckland, 

Lord willing.

We had been asked for some grants in 2021, but only a few. It seems there is still 

very little missionary activity. It is our prayer that the church at large will be woken 

up by God Himself and ask whether the multiplication of English translations has 

done the church any good. Th e church’s witness is gone, the knowledge of the Bible 

has disappeared from the wider society, and churches are as it were a witness to the 

Tower of Babel: each speaking in their own tongue. May God grant unity and may 

His Spirit convince His church of His promise that His Word would be preserved 

in His church.

Berend de Boer

Chairman, Trinitarian Bible Society (New Zealand)

On behalf of the Board of Directors, of-

fi ce staff , and volunteers at Trinitarian Bible 

Society (USA), we wish to express our warmest 

Christian greetings to you on the occasion of 

the Society’s 191st Annual General Meeting. It is 

our prayer that you may experience the Lord’s 

presence and blessing at the meeting and in all 

the aff airs of the Society’s ministry and mission 

during this new year. 

TBS 
(New Zealand)

TBS (USA)
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As we look back on another year, it behooves us once again to acknowledge the Lord 

for His manifold blessings upon the work of the Society. His Word continues to be 

distributed throughout the world, and He has promised that His Word will not return 

unto Him void, but shall accomplish that which He pleases (cf. Isaiah 55.11). May it 

please Him, then, to use the labors of the Society to the salvation of many and for the 

upbuilding of His Kingdom in the entire world. 

In the diffi  cult and uncertain times in which we live, what a blessing that we may have 

that unchanging and unfailing Word of God which stands fi rm and sure from genera-

tion to generation. Perhaps now more than ever, the world desperately needs to hear 

the clarion call of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. To that end, may the Lord use the Society 

in distributing God’s Word to the four corners of the earth, and may that Word be 

crowned with His indispensable blessing. 

Be commended to the throne of all grace, for Jesus’s sake. 

On behalf of Trinitarian Bible Society (USA),

William Greendyk

General Secretary, Trinitarian Bible Society (USA)
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T
he past year has seen the deputation 

work return to a sense of normality. 

Online meetings are almost a dis-

tant memory, and once again we have the 

pleasure of visiting with the Lord’s people 

and sharing the work of the Society in 

person. It has been refreshing to see our 

supporters in the fl esh again!

Sadly there have been some churches and 

halls which have not reopened since the 

pandemic started, with a few closing their 

doors permanently. Other fellowships 

have seen their congregational numbers 

severely diminished and fi nd themselves 

unable to host a deputation meeting. 

We are thankful to God for these places 

which have stood with the Society for 

many years, and pray that the Lord will 

give the necessary reviving again and 

raise up a new generation of supporters 

with a zeal to see meetings recommence.

However, while we mourn the loss of 

faithful supporting churches, we are grate-

ful for the new contacts we have made in 

the past year. Several churches have hosted 

a deputation meeting for the fi rst time and 

appear eager to have us back again. It was 

also the privilege of one of us to preach 

at the offi  cial opening of a new church in 

Warwickshire last year. Th is congregation 

grew from an online gathering over 

lockdown, and once lockdown fi nished 

premises were obtained for the worship of 

God and the preaching of the Gospel of 

our Lord Jesus Christ.

While we visit many hundreds of support-

ing churches in the United Kingdom, it is 

with sadness we report a diff erent situa-

tion in the Republic of Ireland. Th e Irish 

Branch of the Trinitarian Bible Society 

was instituted in 1836 and for many years 

had an offi  ce in Lower Abbey Street, 

Dublin. Around the time of the partition 

of Ireland in 1921, many Protestants in the 

Republic of Ireland faced persecution and 

discrimination, and it is estimated that 

some 60,000 Protestants left  in the period 

1911–1926. Many faithful churches closed, 

as did the Irish Branch of the Society. 

Today our deputation speakers visit only 

a few congregations in the Irish Republic. 

Please pray that the Lord will revive the 

cause of the Gospel in the Republic of 

Ireland, and we will see a renewed interest 

in the work of the Society. May the Lord, 

in His Sovereign will and purpose, even 

be pleased to raise up an Irish branch of 

the Society once again. 

As deputation speakers we are oft en 

asked to speak on a variety of topics 

Report of the
Deputation Speakers

by Graham Chewter and Craig Dennison
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relating to Scripture alongside the tradi-

tional deputation meetings. In the past 

year, lectures and sermons have been 

given on a wide range of subjects such 

as the inspiration of Scriptures, disputed 

passages, and diff erent Bible versions. 

Th e increased interest in these subjects, 

particularly among the young, is very 

encouraging, and we trust the Lord will 

continue to stir up interest and lead many 

more to hold fi rm convictions on the 

providentially preserved Word of God.

One of the benefi ts of modern technol-

ogy has been the ability of our translators 

and distributors to communicate videos 

and pictures of their work to the Society. 

Many of the congregations we visit 

appreciate seeing images and videos of 

Holy Scripture being distributed and 

enthusiastically received. One of the 

privileges we enjoy is to be present in 

many of the prayer times which follow 

a deputation meeting, where quite oft en 

the images brought before the con-

gregation form subjects for praise and 

petitions of prayer.

As we celebrate the Platinum Jubilee of 

Her Majesty the Queen we have been 

encouraged by the opportunities that 

have arisen to distribute Jubilee Bibles 

in schools. While some schools sadly 

declined the off er of Jubilee Bibles for 

the children, we rejoice at the warm 

welcome we received at many other 

schools. One of our deputation speak-

ers was encouraged to see a young girl 

receive her Bible with an expression of 

sheer delight. Upon leaving the school 

assembly, she conveyed how she would 

keep the Bible by her bed and read it 

every day. May the Lord give her grace 

to do so. 

In another example quite a number of 

schools in a Midland town in the United 

Kingdom responded positively to the off er 

of Jubilee Bibles. At a special Platinum 

Jubilee event at one school a local pastor, 

along with a deputation speaker, present-

ed 497 Bibles and Ten Commandments 

bookmarks—one for each child, who were 

then encouraged by the Pastor to value 

and read the Word of God. Th e head-

teacher was also pleased to be presented 

with her own copy of the Scriptures. We 

value the prayers of our supporters for 

God’s blessing on a younger generation.

Another area of encouragement is the 

Bibles and New Testaments that con-

tinue to be taken from outside homes, 

churches and chapels. On one occasion 

this prompted a particularly encourag-

ing conversation: a middle-aged man in 

seeing the Bibles said, ‘I need to get back 

to the Bible. I have a brother-in-law in 

hospital with Covid-19’. May this prove to 

be a case of the seed of the Word spring-

ing up in ground prepared of the Lord.

Once again, we thank you for your 

prayerful support. May the Lord have all 

the glory.

Shona Bibles about to be unloaded at their destination



Distribution totals for the year ended 31 December 2021

Sales Grants Total
2021 2020 2021 2020 2021 2020

Bibles1 1,427,599 1,810,025 52,804 93,604 1,480,403 1,903,629

New Testaments2 110,577 3,022,127 92,745 117,053 203,322 3,139,180

Portions3 589,805 258,898 782,778 1,201,773 1,372,584 1,460,671

Golden Thoughts 
 Calendars 36,834 37,972 319,321 402,512 356,155 440,484

Words of Life 
 Calendars 219,495 250,960 143,391 204,804 362,886 455,764

Text Cards 95,102 88,229 1,984 1,095 97,086 89,324

Children’s Items 18,953 26,082 1,803 521 20,756 26,603

Other Scripture 
 Items 165,022  15,893 144,149 91,398 309,172 107,291

Articles 19,137 11,819 29,758 13,570 48,895 25,389

TOTAL 2,682,525 5,522,005 1,568,734 2,126,330 4,251,259 7,648,335

Notes:  (1) Includes 1,232,297 Portuguese Bibles (2020: 1,676,200) produced with other publishers under Royalty Agreement. 

(2) Includes 0 Portuguese New Testaments (2020: 2,942,958) in association with other organisations under Royalty Agreement.

(3) Includes 265,950 Portions (2020: 1,189,200) in association with other organisations under Royalty Agreement.



The Word of The Word of 
His PowerHis Power

‘Upholding all things by the word of his power’ 

(Hebrews 1.3)

conceivable providence is of the same 

calibre of power as the creating Word. 

Th at power undergirds history, poli-

tics, and whatever aspect we consider 

in the continuing of this world. What 

God provides is indeed the exercising 

of the upholding of His power.

It is pointedly put by Peter under 

the direction of the Holy Spirit, ‘by 

the word of God the heavens were 

of old, and the earth standing out of 

the water and in the water: whereby 

the world that then was, being over-

fl owed with water, perished: but the 

heavens and the earth, which are 

now, by the same word are kept in 

store, reserved unto fi re against the 

day of judgment and perdition of 

ungodly men’ (2 Peter 3.5–7). Kept 

in store, reserved unto fi re: all by the 

Saviour’s upholding power.

By Pastor M. Harley, 
a Vice President of the Society

All it took were 797 words (in 

our English translation) to 

record the fashioning of our 

vast universe and the contents of it 

(Genesis 1). By contrast this article 

contains 822 words to declare so 

little. I write this simply to describe 

the enormity, the blessed enor-

mity, of the word of power in the 

Godhead. All it took to create every 

conceivable thing that exists in 

heaven and earth was a few words; it 

was indeed ‘the word of his power’ 

(Hebrews 1.3).

Th at was creation. Our verse is speak-

ing of the sustaining of that creation. 

Th e sun, moon, stars; the earth, the 

seas; the winds, and rains. Every 
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No thought, speech, or action of 

man is forgotten; else how could 

there be such a day of judgment? Th e 

power of Christ’s Word remembers 

all things. Th e power of the Saviour 

‘purged our sins’ of which He 

knew each one. It raised Him from 

the dead and He ‘sat down on the 

right hand of the Majesty on high’ 

(Hebrews 1.3). ‘If the word spoken by 

angels was stedfast, and every trans-

gression and disobedience received 

a just recompence of reward; how 

shall we escape, if we neglect so great 

salvation …?’ (Hebrews 2.2–3). 

By the same power the inscripturated 

Word of God, the Bible, was formed. 

Th ink of the massive power put forth 

to enable many men to record ex-

actly the Words of God as they were 

given to them; yet they are in perfect 

concord with one another, though 

separated by many centuries. Th ink 

of the power exercised through that 

Word. We may take just two exam-

ples among thousands. ‘I … will be 

gracious to whom I will be gracious, 

and will shew mercy on whom I will 

shew mercy’ (Exodus 33.19). Th ink 

of the power of discriminating grace 

of which the Scripture speaks, and 

of the power exercised in every indi-

vidual case.

Or in John 14.2–3 ‘I go to prepare 

a place for you. And if I go and 

prepare a place for you, I will come 

again’. Th ink of the power which 

inaugurates the Saviour’s return 

and the resurrection of the bodies 

of believers. What power to restore 

them! So we may say with Job ‘And 

though aft er my skin worms destroy 

this body, yet in my fl esh shall I see 

God: Whom I shall see for myself, 

and mine eyes shall behold, and not 

another’ (Job 19.26–27).

Th ese very Scriptures were not only 

created by His power but are also 

upheld by the Word of His power. Th e 

Holy Scriptures, created by such power, 

will never cease to be preserved by 

that very same power. Jehovah has the 

power to fulfi l His covenant of the con-

tinual preservation of the Scriptures. 

‘As for me, this is my covenant with 

them, saith the LORD, My spirit that is

upon thee, and my words which I have 

put in thy mouth, shall not depart out 

of thy mouth, nor out of the mouth 

of thy seed, nor out of the mouth of 

thy seed’s seed, saith the LORD, from 

henceforth and for ever’ (Isaiah 59.21). 

Th e Saviour fulfi ls this promise by His 

continuing upholding power.

It is a great thrill to be a Christian 

upheld by such power. ‘Even to your

old age I am he; and even to hoar hairs 

will I carry you: I have made, and I 

will bear; even I will carry, and will 

deliver you’ (Isaiah 46.4). What a thrill 

it is to know that the Scriptures which 

we translate, publish, and distribute, 

by that same power will not fail to 

‘accomplish that which I please, and 

it shall prosper in the thing whereto 

I sent it’ (Isaiah 55.11). Th e gracious 

power of the Father, Son, and Holy 

Ghost, the identical power which 

created all things, upholds all things 

still. To belong to such a Saviour is the 

glorious mainstay of,  and gives eternal 

signifi cance to, our lives.
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Mr James Peden
September 1936 – March 2022 

By David Allen, Former TBS Deputation Speaker

James Peden was a longstanding and loyal supporter of 

the Trinitarian Bible Society from Northern Ireland.

I
am saddened beyond measure by the 

loss of my dear and esteemed friend in 

Christ, James Peden. One of the fi rst 

meetings that I took on behalf of the TBS 

in Ulster many years ago was in the home 

of James and his wife, Agnes. Over the 

next twenty years my heart was warmed 

by the friendship and fellowship of the 

Pedens, together with their children.

Personally I know of no one in the whole 

of the British Isles of this day and genera-

tion who has furthered the cause of God 

and truth through the Society more than 

this man. Agnes and the family, along 

with countless others will feel the loss, but 

James is not lost! Whilst the family mourn 

and grieve, James is in the presence of 

Christ, who prayed before entering dark 

Gethsemane, ‘Father, I will that they also, 

whom thou hast given me, be with me 

where I am; that they may behold my glory, 

which thou hast given me’ (John 17.24). 

James’s prayerful and practical  support 

for the TBS throughout Ulster and 

overseas was beyond measure. Even aft er 

my retirement from TBS as Deputation 

Speaker James would telephone me every 

fortnight and seek to encourage me in 

the ministry of the Word of God. I could 

give many instances of James’s steadfast-

ness and indefatigable zeal for the work 

of the TBS. For example, he distributed 

vast quantities of the Quarterly Record

throughout Ulster, together with many 

TBS articles and tracts. His living room 

in Cloughmills was a warehouse for Bible 

distribution. Boxes of TBS tracts, among 

others, covered most of the fl oor space, 

and these were sent to all quarters of the 

English-speaking world. 

James’s heart was thrilled to hear news of 

those who had a real hunger for the Word 

of God. He had been severely disabled 

since the 1980s, but this did not prevent 

him from distributing the Word of God 

and encouraging all who went forth to 

distribute the Word of eternal life. For the 

last three years of his life he was confi ned 

to the four walls of his home and carers 

would come each morning to get him out 

of bed and in the evening put him to bed. 

Nevertheless, in spite of his physical infi r-

mities each day he would pray for the TBS 

and those who went forth to distribute the 

Word of God. From the confi nes of his 

bed he prayed for individual TBS transla-

tors, most of whom he had never met.

James Peden is already sorely missed. 

May the Lord raise up others who will 

take a valiant stand for truth and godli-

ness as did my dear departed friend, who 

is now liberated from all his physical dis-

abilities and is in the presence of his Lord 

whom he delighted to serve.
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I
n September 1522 the fi rst vernacular 

translation for around one thousand 

years from what became known as 

the Greek Received Text was published. 

Martin Luther’s September Testament 

had been translated into German dur-

ing an eleven-week period between 

December 1521 and February 1522 while 

he was confi ned at Wartburg Castle. 

Th is was then revised with the aid of 

Philip Melanchthon. Th e fi rst printing 

sold out quickly and the translation had 

immeasurable infl uence on Luther’s own 

nation and language. It was read, cher-

ished, and memorised by all kinds of 

ordinary people who eventually became 

bold enough to debate about faith and 

the Gospel with priests, monks, and 

even theologians.

Luther’s translation of the New 

Testament motivated others during the 

Reformation and the centuries follow-

ing to produce Bible translations from 

the original languages into their native 

tongues. Th e German New Testament 

made its way to England where William 

Tyndale must have seen it. Within 

two years Tyndale was in Germany 

himself translating the Scriptures into 

English and making use of Luther’s 

work. Tyndale’s English New Testament 

was fi rst printed and published in 

1525. Tyndale’s work had consider-

able infl uence on the translation of the 

Authorised (King James) Version, which 

still remains today the most reliable and 

accurate English Bible version, and the 

Lord continues to abundantly bless this 

careful rendering of the authentic Greek 

and Hebrew texts according to formal 

translation principles.

Today we stand on the shoulders of such 

giants as Luther and Tyndale in main-

taining the faithful text and translation 

principles they asserted and in extending 

the work of translating and circulating 

the Scriptures around the world. We 

gratefully acknowledge that ‘other men 

laboured, and ye are entered into their 

labours’ (John 4.38). In taking up the 

position of Editorial Director I have 

been deeply conscious of this as I seek 

to continue the labours of the Society 

over many decades, and more immedi-

ately the diligence and capabilities of my 

predecessors in the role. Our suffi  ciency 

is of God alone and our eyes must be on 

the One who instructs us, ‘Lift  up your 

eyes, and look on the fi elds; for they are 

white already to harvest’ (John 4.35). 

Editorial 
Report

by Matthew A. Vogan, 

Editorial Director
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intensely spiritual activity. He expressed 

the view that ‘translating is not every-

body’s art … the work demands a right 

pious, faithful, reverent, Christian, experi-

enced, disciplined heart. Th erefore I hold 

that no false Christian nor factionist can 

translate faithfully’.2 Sadly, the Trinitarian 

Bible Society is unique among most Bible 

societies in that we maintain that unbe-

lievers who do not have a right doctrine 

of or relationship to God and Scripture 

ought not to be translating the Scriptures. 

It is a responsibility that requires careful 

handling of God’s Word with believing 

reverence and a love for souls.

Please remember our translators at the 

throne of grace. Th ey experience many 

challenges and hindrances to their work 

from a number of causes; no doubt the 

evil one is busy in his attacks due to his 

hatred of the Scriptures. However, the 

work is also a 

tremendous 

privilege and 

blessing, and 

we pray that 

the translators 

would know 

much of what 

Henry Martyn 

experienced in 

translating the 

Scriptures into 

the Persian 

language, 

‘What do I 

not owe to the 

Lord for permitting me to take a part in 

the translation of His word? Never did 

I see such wonders, and wisdom, and 

love, in the blessed Book, as since I have 

been obliged to study every expression; 

and it is a delightful refl ection, that death 

As we consider the great task of provid-

ing an accurate copy of the Word of God 

for the 6,000 to 7,000 languages of the 

world and its ever-growing population, 

we are persuaded that ‘the harvest truly 

is great’ (Luke 10.2). We continue to echo 

Luther’s words on beginning his great 

task, ‘Oh, that every city had its own 

translator and that this Book could be 

found in all languages, hands, eyes, ears, 

and hearts!’.1 It is a tremendous privilege 

to labour alongside translators equally 

committed to providing access to the 

pure Word of God through accurate ren-

derings of the divine original preserved 

by special providence in all ages. 

In this momentous year, fi ve hundred 

years aft er Luther’s New Testament was 

published, it is encouraging to see the 

culmination of translations in some of 

the languages most spoken in the world. 

Chinese, Spanish, and French are spoken 

by a total of 1.9 billion of the world’s popu-

lation, and we hope to shortly publish New 

Testaments in Chinese and French and the 

full Bible in Spanish, if the Lord will.

In the translation report below you will 

see how the Lord has continued to bless 

the work of translation with signifi cant 

progress in a number of projects, includ-

ing some new ones. In the past year the 

Society completed several new editions 

of the Scriptures, including the Nepali 

Bible (second edition), the Amharic New 

Testament and Psalms, and the Turkish 

New Testament. Th ese print publications 

represent signifi cant steps in making the 

Scriptures more widely available in these 

major languages.

As Martin Luther was all too keenly 

aware, translation of the Scriptures is an 

Dan/Gio translation work
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cannot deprive us of the pleasure of 

studying its mysteries’.3

Staff 

It has been a privilege to begin work-

ing alongside the dedicated and skilled 

staff  of the Editorial Department, who 

seek to maintain the highest standards 

for all our publications and projects. As 

already mentioned many large projects 

have arrived at signifi cant milestones this 

year. Th ese also include the published 

Amharic New Testament and Psalms, and 

the Turkish New Testament. 

Most of the sixty-fi ve or so languages 

in which the Society is working at some 

level are smaller languages. It has been a 

joy to meet with some of these translators 

who undertake this vital work according 

to TBS principles. Each translation or 

revision is scrutinised intensively before 

being approved for publication. 

Philip Hopkins, Senior Editorial 

Consultant (Projects), supervises many 

Bible translation and revision projects 

(projects with full time translators 

are overseen directly by the Editorial 

Director). Earlier this year Philip was able 

to meet with various African language 

Bible translators in successive meetings 

in Nairobi, Kenya. Th ere was great joy 

and encouragement in gaining a fuller 

understanding of the progress being 

made amidst many challenges. Th is was 

the fi rst time that Philip had met most of 

the translators in person, despite working 

with some for up to twelve years. While 

we are very thankful for online methods 

of communication across the globe, there 

is still no substitute for being physically 

present with a co-labourer when it is 

possible. Philip’s 

report on all our 

projects can be read 

in the following 

pages. Philip works 

two days a week 

for the Society, ac-

complishing a great 

deal in facilitating 

these projects; the 

remainder of the 

week he devotes 

himself to the pas-

toral ministry. 

As Senior Editorial Consultant 

(Linguistics) Larry Brigden is an invalua-

ble resident expert on Greek and Hebrew 

issues. Translators depend on his advice 

on diffi  cult questions that arise, and the 

Society continues to make constant use 

of his expertise in analysing the suitabil-

ity of existing translations and the fi nal 

work of the various projects. 

Th ere is a great deal of work required 

behind the scenes to assure the quality 

of a translation before it can be printed. 

Much skill is required in dealing with 

unfamiliar languages that have a unique 

script and grammar, as well as many other 

distinctive features. Debra Anderson, over 

her many years labouring for the Society, 

has built up considerable knowledge and 

mastery of the nature of the work and the 

types of issues that can arise. Debra re-

tired last year but has continued to work 

for the Society two days a week in proof-

reading and checking while crucially also 

training others in the necessary editorial 

tasks. We are deeply thankful for the work 

that she has accomplished with great 

commitment and cheerfulness for the 

Society over a number of decades. 

ОТ МАТФЕЯ
СВЯТОЕ  

БЛАГОВЕСТВОВАНИЕ

1 Родословие Иисуса Христа, Сына Давидова, Сына 
Авраамова.

 2 Авраам родил Исаака; Исаак родил Иакова; Иаков 
родил Иуду и братьев его;  

 3 Иуда родил Фареса и Зару от Фамари; Фарес родил Ес-
рома; Есром родил Арама;

 4 Арам родил Аминадава; Аминадав родил Наассона; 
Наассон родил Салмона;

 5 Салмон родил Вооза от Рахавы; Вооз родил Овида от 
Руфи; Овид родил Иессея;

 6 Иессей родил Давида царя; Давид царь родил Соломо-
на от бывшей за Уриею;

 7 Соломон родил Ровоама; Ровоам родил Авию; Авия 
родил Асу;

 8 Аса родил Иосафата; Иосафат родил Иорама; Иорам 
родил Озию;

 9 Озия родил Иоафама; Иоафам родил Ахаза; Ахаз 
родил Езекию;

10 Езекия родил Манассию; Манассия родил Амона; 

Амон родил Иосию;
11 Иосия родил Иоакима; Иоаким родил Иехонию и бра-

тьев его, пред переселением в Вавилон.
12 По переселении же в Вавилон, Иехония родил Сала-

фииля; Салафииль родил Зоровавеля;

Matthew chapter 1 in Russian 
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the Spanish work as a native speaker of 

the language. 

Th anks to Tim Tribe, the 

Society’s IT consultant, we 

continue to develop the ef-

fectiveness of our editorial 

system and publish more 

Scriptures digitally and in 

print. Our online Scriptures 

website  tbsonlinebible.com 

gives access to various lan-

guages and can be used as a 

mobile app offl  ine as well as 

with an internet connec-

tion. It was moving to learn 

earlier this year how some 

persecuted Christians are able to make 

use of it in secret.

In addition to the print distribution 

fi gures (see page 23) provided in the 

Operations Report it is encouraging to 

see increased access to the Scriptures 

digitally across the world as the following 

statistics for 2021 demonstrate.

• Total number of visits to the Online 

Bible App – 66,430

• Total number of unique visits to the 

TBS Spanish Scripture website – 17,875

Natalie Christie has taken over the work 

of compiling the Quarterly Record and 

supplies informative, carefully researched 

articles of historical interest. 

She had the pleasure of see-

ing the fi nal printed copies of 

the Amharic New Testament 

and Psalms aft er much 

proofreading and checking. 

She is also involved in vari-

ous English and children’s 

projects, and oversees the 

Society’s social media. 

Elizabeth Tichelaar works 

for the team from Alberta, 

Canada liaising with transla-

tors and performing painstaking editorial 

system checks on the translated text 

and tagging it with the necessary format 

markers that facilitate publication. She 

also works with translators to prepare 

the calendars and diary, and continues to 

enhance the TBS webpages and provide 

supporters with regular newsletters. 

Our Graphic Designer, Peter Hughes, 

continues with a considerable number of 

typesetting projects as well as designing 

most of our other publications. He has 

familiarity with laying out Scripture texts 

over many years, and his attention to de-

tailed aspects of formatting is formidable. 

Th e editorial system has greatly assisted 

his work so that he can focus on ensuring 

the layout is of the highest standard. 

David Astudillo’s videography has 

helped the Society promote its principles 

and projects to many across the world 

through an increasingly popular me-

dium. He also helps to prepare much of 

the popular graphics used on our social 

media channels. David is also able to help 

TBS online Bible

The Society’s latest video ‘Publishing the Word of God’. 
This video, and others, can be viewed at www.tbsbibles.org/video
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• Total number of unique users of other 

apps (mainly for the Portuguese Bible 

in Brazil) – 4.1m

Th e fi eld is the world and that fi eld is vast, 

yet we are greatly encouraged to see grow-

ing access to the Word of God among all 

nations by all kinds of means. Surely it 

must prompt us to fervent thanksgiving 

and supplication for the Lord’s indis-

pensable blessing on His Word. ‘Finally, 

brethren, pray for us, that the word of the 

Lord may have free course, and be glori-

fi ed’ (2 Th essalonians 3.1).

Endnotes:

1. Luther to Johann Lang, 18 December 1521, 

in Scott Hendrix, Martin Luther: A Very Short 

Introduction (New York: Oxford University 

Press, 2010), p. 37.

 2. W. H. Carruth, trans. Luther on Translation, 

p. 470, OpenSIUC, opensiuc.lib.siu.edu/cgi/

viewcontent.cgi?article=2137&context=ocj, 

 accessed 7 June 2022.

 3. Quoted by C. H. Spurgeon, Treasury 

of David, 3 vols. (Peabody, MA, USA: 

Hendrickson Publishers, 2004), 2.383.

Report on Non-English language Scripture projects

Philip J. D. Hopkins, Senior Editorial Consultant (Projects)

This report provides comprehensive 

information on all of the Trinitarian 

Bible Society’s non-English language 

Scripture projects in which we are current-

ly involved or in which we have carried 

out research recently: sixty-fi ve languages 

are mentioned. Th is report chiefl y covers 

the editorial part of these projects, but 

additionally includes some of the pro-

duction, fi nancial, and planning aspects 

which also involve personnel outside of 

the Editorial Department. All references 

to the future, including proposed dates for 

publication, are subject to the Lord’s will. 

A. In the past twelve months 
(June 2021–May 2022) the following 
have been published.

• Shona Bible

• Nepali Bible (second edition)

• Amharic New Testament and Psalms

• Russian New Testament and Psalms

(new setting)

• Turkish New Testament

• Chinese Gospels, Romans, and 

Hebrews (digital edition) 

• Bemba Gospel according to John

• Ukrainian Gospel according to John 

(new setting)

B. In the preceding twelve months to 
the above (June 2020–May 2021) the 
 following were published:

• Simte Bible

• Th adou Bible 

• Th adou New Testament (large print 

edition)

• French Gospel according to Matthew 

(second edition)

• Pokot Gospel according to John
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C. God willing, the following items 
are due to be published within the next 
twenty-four months in regular print 
unless otherwise stated. (Further details 
about all of these projects are supplied 
on the following pages.)

• Chichewa Bible

• Spanish Bible

• Vaiphei Bible

• Zou Bible

• Chinese New Testament

• Dan/Gio New Testament

• Delitzsch Hebrew New Testament

• French New Testament 

• Kalenjin New Testament

• Kom New Testament

• Biblical Hebrew Old Testament 

( digital edition)

• Slovakian Gospel according to John 

and Epistle to the Romans 

• Desauri Th aru Gospel according 

to John

• Hindi Gospel according to John

• Kikamba Gospel according to John

• Modern Greek Gospel according 

to John

• Swahili Gospel according to John

D. Th e following are languages where 
we have a defi nite project in which some 
progress has been made over the last 
twelve months in terms of preparation 
or publication (both digital and in print) 
of Holy Scriptures.

Amharic (Ethiopia), Bemba (Zambia), 

Boro (Assam, India, and Nepal), British 

Sign Language, Catalan (Spain, Andorra, 

and France), Chichewa (Malawi and 

Zambia), Chinese, Chothe (Manipur, 

India), Czech, Dan/Gio (Liberia), 

Desauri Th aru (Nepal and India), French, 

German, Greek (Modern), Hebrew (New 

Testament and biblical-language Old 

Testament), Hindi (India), Hmar (India), 

Hungarian, Italian, Kalenjin (Kenya), 

Kannada (India), Kikamba (Kenya), 

Kom (Manipur, India), Mauritian Creole 

(Mauritius), Mongolian (Cyrillic and 

Traditional), Nepali (Nepal and India), 

original (biblical) languages, Persian/

Farsi (Iran), Pokot (Kenya), Portuguese 

(Brazil, Mozambique, Angola, and 

Portugal), Romanian, Russian, Shona 

(Zimbabwe), Simte (Manipur, India), 

Slovak, Spanish, Swahili (Eastern Africa), 

Tagalog (Philippines), Tedim Zokam 

(Burma), Th adou (Manipur, India), 

Turkish, Ukrainian, Vaiphei (Manipur, 

India), Welsh, and Zou (Manipur, India, 

and Burma).

E. Th e following are languages in 
which we are carrying out research 
or giving consultancy advice, and/or 
exploring the possibility of doing some 
(further) work.

Abkhaz (Abkhazia), Asang-Khongso, 

(Burma), Bhojpuri/Hindustani (vari-

ous countries), Burmese, Haitian Creole 

(Haiti), Norwegian, Nthenyi Naga 

(Nagaland, India), Urdu (Pakistan), 

Ukrainian.

F. Th e following are languages in which 
we have stalled projects, yet some pros-
pect of further progress.

Afrikaans (South Africa), Bulgarian, 

Gangte (Manipur, India), Maltese.

G. Th e following are languages in 
which initial work or research has come 
to a premature end (at least for the 
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present). For these projects we await the 
Lord’s provision of suitably qualifi ed 
personnel.

Basa (Nigeria), Cebuano (Philippines), 

Kisanga (Dem. Rep. Congo), Lhaovo 

(Burma and China), Lisu (Burma and 

China), Polish, Tamil (India and Sri 

Lanka), and Xhosa (South Africa).

Th e following section provides more 

detail on all the foreign languages in 

which we are currently working plus 

some languages in which we have either 

worked in the past or carried out research 

in recent years. 

Th e sixty-fi ve languages mentioned are 

listed alphabetically under the following 

geographic regions: Africa, Europe, the 

Middle East and the Caucasus, Indian sub-

continent, rest of Asia, and the Americas.

Africa

Editorial note: Th e author of this report 

had the privilege in May of travelling to 

Kenya to meet with the Bible transla-

tors working with TBS in the following 

languages: Chichewa, Dan/Gio, Kalenjin, 

Kikamba, Pokot, and Swahili. It is hoped 

that a report of this visit can be in-

cluded in the October to December 2022 

Quarterly Record magazine.

Afrikaans (South Africa) 

Our sister society, the Gereformeerde 

Bijbelstichting (GBS), continue to 

prepare an Afrikaans translation of the 

standard notes which accompany the 

Statenvertaling Bible. At the present time 

there are no active leads towards prepar-

ing a new edition of the Afrikaans Bible. 

Amharic (Ethiopia) 

Th ere were delays in getting the initial 

print run of 10,000 copies of the Amharic 

New Testament and Psalms produced in 

Europe, but we rejoice that, at the time 

of writing, these are on their way by ship 

to Ethiopia. We are thankful that the ad-

ditional 5,000 copies printed by Bearing 

Precious Seed (BPS), Milford, Ohio, USA 

have also been completed. As men-

tioned in the last issue of the Quarterly 

Record our registration in Ethiopia as 

a foreign-based religious organisation 

has been granted. Th is will help with 

importing and distributing the recently 

printed Amharic 

New Testament 

and Psalms and the 

promotion of our 

work and prin-

ciples across the 

country. Th e main 

Old Testament 

translation phase of 

the project has be-

gun with Genesis. 

In addition, our 

translator has 

translated several 

TBS articles into 

Amharic which are available to view 

at www.tbsbibles.org/amharic. We are 

grateful for the fi nancial support from 

TBS (Canada) for this project, and for the 

funds raised by fi rstBible International 

(fBI) for printing the New Testament and 

Psalms at Bearing Precious Seed, Milford.

Basa (Nigeria) 

Th e Basa are a tribe found in a remote 

area of western Nigeria. Despite encour-

agement from a minister in Northern 

Ireland who had spent time among the 

‘The Lord Gave the Word’ in Amharic
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New Testament, which was published in 

2020, has now been printed in signifi -

cant quantities (tens of thousands), in 

particular by our friends at BPS, Milford 

working in partnership with other 

organisations. Th e Chichewa translation 

team have progressed well, having now 

completed the fi rst draft  translation of 

the complete Old Testament. Further, 

many of the Old Testament books have 

been reviewed in detail, and it is hoped 

that we can fi nalise the text early in 2023. 

Th e opportunity will be taken to review 

the New Testament one more time before 

the complete Bible is published. It has 

long been the desire that this interim 

project based on the Authorised Version 

will eventually lead to a new translation 

directly from the Hebrew Masoretic and 

Greek Received Texts. 

Dan/Gio (Liberia) 

In God’s oft en mysterious providence, 

the native Dan/Gio speaker tasked lo-

cally in Liberia with typing up the New 

Testament text, did not 

have as good a knowledge 

of the language as anticipat-

ed and regrettably did not 

always correctly place the 

tonal marks the language 

uses. Consequently, the 

checking of the typeset New 

Testament has taken longer 

than envisaged; correcting 

the misplaced and mis-

used tonal marks is slow and painstaking 

and yet very important as the marks and 

the placement of them aff ects meaning. 

Accordingly this has delayed publication 

of the New Testament by the best part of 

a year. Th is has also had a knock-on delay 

in formal commencement of the Old 

Testament translation phase, although 

Basa people, the group there declined to 

work with the Society to prepare a new 

edition of the Bible. We pray that the 

Lord would raise up Bible translators in 

this language who can prepare the new 

faithful edition which they very much 

need.

Bemba (Zambia) 

It is with thankfulness to God that the 

Bemba Gospel according to John was 

published in the past year. Th e printing 

was made in the UK some months ago 

and at the time of writing copies are on 

route to Zambia, where they are eagerly 

awaited. Th e translation team have made 

good progress with Matthew, Mark, and 

Luke at the second draft  stage and these 

books will shortly be reviewed by an 

independent native-Bemba speaker for 

TBS. Th e team in Zambia are currently 

working in Acts and Romans. Th e Society 

is grateful to the Free Grace Evangelistic 

Association (FGEA) for their partnership 

with us on this project. 

Chichewa (Malawi and Zambia) 

Th e Society is also working in partner-

ship with FGEA to prepare a new edition 

of the Chichewa Bible with primary 

reference to the English Authorised 

(King James) Version. Th e Chichewa 

Distribution of the Bemba Gospel according to John
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some work has been done in Genesis, 

Exodus, and Leviticus. Nevertheless, we 

have been touched that the Lord has seen 

fi t to provide funding for the printing 

of the New Testament and we have the 

promise of funding for the Old Testament 

translation phase; indeed, an initial 

amount has already been received for the 

Old Testament part of the project. 

Kalenjin (Kenya) 

Since 2014 TBS has 

been working with 

a team in Kenya to 

prepare a faithful 

new translation 

of the Kalenjin 

Scriptures directly 

from the biblical 

languages, with 

secondary reference 

to the Authorised 

(King James) Version and extant Kalenjin 

Bibles. Kalenjin is one of the tribal 

languages belonging to the Nilotic fam-

ily. Th ere are several million Kalenjin 

speakers in Kenya, but little published 

literature in the language. Earlier this 

year the team in Kenya shared their 

draft  translation of the New Testament, 

and it was thoroughly reviewed by the 

Society’s Editorial Department. However, 

the translators have recently request-

ed further time to polish the draft  New 

Testament text, and this has been agreed 

subject to this being the fi nal read-

through and the work being completed 

by the end of 2022. Publication of the 

Kalenjin New Testament is now anticipat-

ed towards the end of 2023, God willing. 

In the past year the translators have made 

good progress with the Old Testament 

translation work and hope to fi nalise the 

text in 2024, Lord willing.

Kikamba (Kenya) 

Kikamba is a Bantu language, spo-

ken chiefl y in the Kenyan counties of 

Machakos, Kitui, Makueni. As reported 

in last year’s annual report, the Society 

rejoiced to commence a Kikamba Bible 

translation project, starting with the 

Gospel according to John. Th e work 

is being undertaken directly from the 

Greek Received 

Text by a suitably 

qualifi ed native 

Kikamba speaker, 

who is being 

assisted by four 

other Kikamba-

speaking 

brothers. Th e 

team are cur-

rently fi nalising 

the text of John, 

and it is hoped we 

can then print the gospel early next year 

in the UK, with copies being shipped to 

Kenya. (Our recent experience with local 

African printers is that they are high on 

price and low on quality; thus, the better 

option is to print at a high quality in the 

UK or another Western country and 

then ship to Africa.) A Kikamba trans-

lation of the Society’s article Th e Lord 

Gave the Word is also being prepared. 

We are grateful to the Friends of Africa 

Missionary Endeavour (FAME) mission 

for their fi nancial support of this project. 

Kisanga (Democratic Republic of Congo)

Kisanga (or Sanga) is chiefl y spoken 

in some of the southern areas of the 

Democratic Republic of Congo. We are 

still praying that a suitable contact would 

be found to evaluate the textual basis 

and translational accuracy of the Kisanga 

Bible published by the Society in 1991. 

The Kalenjin translation team at work



 – Quarterly Record Issue Number: 640 – July to September 2022

36

are currently revising Luke and Acts. Th e 

Society provides fi nancial support for 

translation team meetings using incom-

ing funds that are specifi cally designated 

for it. 

Shona (Zimbabwe)

Th e main tribal languages of Zimbabwe 

are Shona, spoken by approximately 70% 

of the population, and Ndebele, spoken 

by about 20%. Th e TBS Ndebele Bible was 

published in 2012. It is a great joy this year 

to be able to write that the TBS Shona Bible 

was published in 2021! Twelve thousand 

copies were printed (of which ten thousand 

copies were shipped to Zimbabwe, arriving 

there in March). We have already received 

photos of the Shona Bible being distributed 

and joyfully received. Th e Society is grate-

ful to the Zimbabwean Mission of the Free 

Presbyterian Church of Scotland under 

whose auspices the Shona Bible translation 

was carried out. 

Swahili (Eastern Africa) 

Swahili is a lingua franca that is chiefl y 

spoken in the countries of Burundi, 

Kenya, Rwanda, South Sudan, Tanzania, 

and Uganda. A somewhat diff erent form 

of Swahili, with a French base, is spoken 

Mauritian Creole (Mauritius)

Mauritian Creole is a French-based cre-

ole language spoken by about 1.3 million 

people in Mauritius. A creole is a stable 

natural language that develops from 

the simplifying and mixing of diff erent 

languages into a new one within a fairly 

brief period of time. In addition to its 

French base, Mauritian Creole includes 

words from English and from the many 

African and Asian languages that have 

been spoken on the island. As a conse-

quence of the Covid-19 pandemic, our 

native Mauritian contact on the island 

has made little progress over the past year 

in further translating the New Testament. 

A meeting is planned in the coming days 

to see what can be done to reinvigor-

ate the project, which had begun very 

promisingly. 

Pokot (Kenya) 

For a number of years the Society has 

been undertaking what is actually a 

new translation of the New Testament 

in Pokot, a tribal language spoken by 

approximately 700,000 people, the major-

ity of which live in the northern part 

of Kenya. Our lead translator is using 

the TBS Greek Textus Receptus New 

Testament as his primary source, with 

secondary reference to the Authorised 

(King James) Version. He also refers 

to the fi rst edition TBS Pokot New 

Testament published in 1967, as well as 

the Pokot New Testament published by 

the Bible Society of Kenya and other 

extant African language translations. Last 

year just over 5,000 copies of the new edi-

tion of the Gospel according to John were 

distributed in Kenya and we are thankful 

that these were well received. Th e transla-

tion team have completed their work on 

Matthew and Mark (as well as John) and 

The Shona Bible 
received by 
children
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in the Democratic Republic of Congo. 

As reported last year, the Society rejoiced 

to commence a Swahili Bible transla-

tion project, starting with the Gospel 

according to John. Th e work is being 

undertaken directly from the Greek 

Received Text by a suitably qualifi ed 

Swahili speaker, supported by fi ve other 

Swahili speakers: three based in Kenya 

and three in Tanzania. In recent months 

the team has faced some severe chal-

lenges. One translator, only in his thirties, 

was bereaved of his wife, and another 

translator has only just recovered from 

being hospitalised in intensive care. 

Notwithstanding these challenges, the 

team are currently fi nalising the text of 

John, aft er which it will be examined by 

the Society. Once approved for publica-

tion we plan for it fi rst to be published 

online as a trial edition for feedback. Th is 

interim step is being taken because there 

is considerable regional variation in the 

Swahili spoken across East Africa and we 

would like our text to be widely accept-

ed. A Swahili translation of the Society’s 

article Th e Lord Gave the Word is also 

being prepared.

Xhosa (South Africa) 

Xhosa is one of the offi  cial languages of 

South Africa. We continue to pray that a 

new translation project directly from the 

biblical languages might commence with 

suitably qualifi ed translators raised up by 

God for this work.

Europe

British Sign Language (UK)

In October 2020 the General 

Committee agreed to commence a pilot 

project in British Sign Language (BSL), 

where the signing would be placed in 

video above the English Authorised 

Version on the Society’s website. As this 

project practically runs very diff erently 

from a typical Bible translation venture, 

the Annual Report submission from 

the project leader is included largely as 

provided. 

A draft  video of John chapter 1 

was produced, and a back transla-

tion made in the form of a written 

interlinear document of the whole 

chapter … A number of feedback 

comments were made, and the 

back translation was modifi ed 

and agreed. Since then, over many 

months, a deaf presenter has been 

engaged, and a system of video 

recording has been tested and 

set up. Th is includes the use of a 

teleprompter machine that scrolls 

through the text and is mirrored 

through the camera lens while the 

presenter reads. Backgrounds and 

processes have been developed 

to make corrections simple, such 

as signing three verses at a time, 

so we can remove and substitute 

corrected clips smoothly. Th e 

presenter has been hard at work 

practicing and correcting. We 

have also engaged a group of deaf 

believers to give feedback on the 

validity of the translation and the 

style and clarity of the signing in 

each chapter. Th is TBS Editorial 

Feedback Group views the clips 

and gives feedback on each chap-

ter. Th e feedback is then collated, 

and the clip altered accordingly. 

Th e fi rst draft  clip of John chap-

ter 1 has been sent to the TBS 

videographer to edit the clip, test 
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the development, and see how to 

integrate the video into the TBS 

Online Bible. 

Please remember this project in your 

prayers.

Bulgarian

As reported twelve months 

ago our Bulgarian reviser, 

Spassimir Stantchev, passed 

away in 2021, seven years 

aft er he began to revise the 

fi rst Bulgarian Protestant 

Bible, widely known as 

the ‘Constantinople’ or 

‘Slaveikov’ Bible. In 2018, 

5,000 copies of the revised 

text of John were print-

ed; these continue to be 

distributed both in print 

and online—the text is 

 available to view at 

www.tbsonlinebible.com/#bg. As yet we 

do not have someone suitably qualifi ed 

to take on Spassimir’s work. We look to 

the Lord to provide.

Catalan

Th e Society’s Catalan Bible, fi rst 

published in 2009, continues to be 

circulated throughout the region of 

Cataluña. Various initiatives continue 

to make these Scriptures available 

more widely through digital and audio 

means. Corrections to the fi rst edition 

text are also being discussed. Th e full 

text of the Catalan Bible is publicly 

available on our online Bible at 

www.tbsonlinebible.com/#ca.

Czech

Th e 1613 Kralice Bible is one of the clas-

sic Reformation-era Bibles. Although 

considerable changes have taken place in 

the Czech language since then (to a far 

greater extent than in English during this 

period), we have several Czech contacts 

who would use this Bible if TBS repub-

lished it. Th e digital text of the entire 

Bible has been com-

pleted, and a member 

of the Society’s Editorial 

Department is currently 

preparing the cross ref-

erences to be included 

with it. We aim to make 

the digital text available 

on our website in the 

coming months.

French

Since 2013 the Society 

has been revising 

the 1872 Lausanne 

Bible. Some months 

ago the TBS General 

Committee approved the revised French 

New Testament for publication, and it 

has now been fully typeset. Th e revision 

team have nearly fi nished proofreading 

the typeset text and will provide their 

fi nal corrections shortly. We rejoice 

that this milestone has been reached 

and thank everyone who has prayed for 

the project and otherwise supported it 

practically. Although printing leadtimes 

have increased signifi cantly in recent 

months, it is hoped that the French 

New Testament will be published by the 

end of the year, God willing. In the Old 

Testament the team have fi nished revis-

ing the books of Psalms, Proverbs, and 

Genesis, and are continuing to work on 

the remaining books of the Pentateuch. 

We are grateful to our friends at TBS 

(Canada) for their fi nancial and prayer-

ful support of this project.

French Gospel according to Matthew
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 German

Last year the Society, in correspondence 

with a small group in Germany, worked 

through a list of possible corrections to 

our 1912/1998 revised Luther Bible. It is 

hoped we can discuss these corrections 

with other German speakers to ensure 

that they are defi nitely needed and that 

they will not unnecessarily move our 

edition away from Luther’s work.

Greek (Modern)

Work to translate the Society’s edition 

of the Koiné Greek New Testament 

directly into current literary Greek has 

progressed well and the entire Gospel 

according to John has been prepared in 

fi rst draft . Attention is now focused on 

resolving a few queries as well as revising 

the draft  text as it is being checked for 

errors and omissions in terms of lan-

guage fl ow, punctuation, etc. It is hoped 

that the text of John will be fi nalised later 

this year, aft er which it will be examined 

by the Editorial Department. 

Hungarian

A native Hungarian speaker continues 

to enthusiastically prepare a digital text 

of the Society’s Karoli Hungarian Bible 

so that it can be re-typeset. Th us far he 

has passed the digital text of the entire 

New Testament, Psalms, Proverbs, and 

Ecclesiastes to the Editorial Department. 

It has not been possible to follow up the 

demand for a new revision of the Bible, 

but the electronic copy of the text being 

prepared would prove benefi cial for any 

such project. 

Italian

It is good to inform readers that as a 

result of last year’s report, a native Italian 

speaker came forward off ering their 

services to digitise the text of the 1821 

Diodati Bible. Accordingly, they have 

been engaged to digitise the whole Bible, 

and at the time of writing had pre-

pared up to Isaiah with the TBS format 

marking system, and cross references 

as far as Deuteronomy. It is hoped that 

this detailed digitisation work will be 

completed by October, aft er which the 

Editorial Department will need to check 

it. Th ereaft er, the aim is to publish it on 

the Society’s online Bible platform and to 

use it to prepare a newly typeset text for 

printing, enabling the Society to publish 

its own edition. 

Maltese

Th e team in Malta have continued to 

revise the New Testament so that it 

conforms to the latest set of Maltese 

grammar rules and to update the 

language to modern usage. However, 

we are saddened to report that our 

lead contact in Malta has left  the Bible 

revision project. We continue to keep 

in touch with other members of the 

revision team and pray that they will 

be helped to move the work forward in 

their limited spare time.

Norwegian

Th e Society has been in touch for some 

years with a translator in Norway, work-

ing on a new edition of the Bible in 

Norwegian primarily using the English 

Authorised Version but with second-

ary reference to the underlying biblical 

language texts. Th e translator recently 

informed us that he had completed 

the whole Bible, including fi nal checks 

on the Old Testament. He is currently 

engaged in further proofreading and 

checking of the New Testament, which 

he hopes to complete this year. 
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Polish

Although the Polish employed in our 

New Testament is challenging for many 

modern Polish speakers, there is still 

strong demand for this edition. So far, 

our desire to revise the text (bringing 

it into closer conformity to the Greek 

Received Text using current literary 

Polish) has not come to fruition, but we 

trust the Lord will enable that to be done 

in His time.

Portuguese (Brazil, Mozambique, 

Angola, and Portugal)

In recent decades hundreds of millions 

of copies of our Portuguese Scriptures 

have been circulated throughout the 

Portuguese-speaking world. Over 

recent years our branch in Brazil has 

led  eff orts to regularly update the pub-

lished text so that it conforms to the 

changes specifi ed by the internation-

ally recognised Portuguese language 

academy. Our Portuguese Bible text is 

available through the Society’s overall 

platform at www.tbsonlinebible.com/#pt 

or for Portuguese speakers through our 

Brazilian branch website biblias.com.br. 

Each year there are millions of visits 

to the Brazilian website to view the 

Scriptures.

Romanian

Th e Society continues to receive posi-

tive reports about the circulation of the 

new edition of the Romanian Scriptures 

published in 2018. Over the past year we 

have been able to further expand our 

range of Romanian Scriptures and mate-

rials, most notably a large print edition 

of the Bible (due to be published later 

this year) and a translation of our article 

How the Holy Bible Came to Be. 

Russian

Th e new setting of the Russian New 

Testament and Psalms is currently on 

order, and we look forward to seeing 

printed copies being made available 

later this year. God willing, the digital 

text of the TBS Russian Bible will soon 

be published on the Society’s online 

Bible platform, and at an appropriate 

juncture it will be used to prepare a new 

print setting of the whole Bible. Work to 

prepare Russian translations of the two 

TBS articles mentioned last year has not 

progressed as we had hoped, but we pray 

that these can be moved forward in the 

coming twelve months.

Slovak

Slovak is the offi  cial language of the 

Slovak Republic and spoken by approxi-

mately fi ve million people as a native 

language. It is closely related to Czech 

and Polish. Th e Slovak text of the Gospel 

according to John was approved for pub-

lication by the General Committee some 

months ago, and in June they approved 

the translation of Paul’s Epistle to the 

Romans for publication by the Society. 

Following approval, the aim is to prepare 

John–Romans for publication. Th is will 

provide the opportunity for wider feed-

back and an evangelistic opportunity for 

Slovak Christians. Following Romans, 

the team will be working on Matthew. A 

Slovak translation of the Society’s article 

Th e Lord Gave the Word is also being 

prepared. 

Spanish

Th e report for this project is provided 

largely as received from Bill Greendyk, 

head of the Spanish Bible revision 

committee. 
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asking when the complete Bible 

will be fi nished. Countries where 

we have not yet been able to get 

any New Testaments delivered are 

Cuba, Nicaragua, 

and Puerto Rico. In 

Cuba and Nicaragua, 

this diffi  culty arises 

from local govern-

ment restrictions on 

importing anything 

of a Christian nature. 

We have also printed 

many thousands of 

copies of the Gospel 

according to John, 

calendars, Scripture 

leafl ets, and Spanish 

translations of the 

Society’s articles 

in Bolivia, Chile, 

Colombia, Costa Rica, and Mexico, 

with further distribution to neigh-

bouring countries. Interest and 

support for the project remains high 

in the Spanish-speaking world, for 

which we are humbly thankful to 

the Lord. May He continue to bless 

this work, to His honour and glory.

Th e Society is very grateful for the sub-

stantial fi nancial support given by GBS 

for this major project.

Ukrainian

Ukrainian is an East Slavic language of 

the Indo-European language family. It is 

the native language of about 40 million 

people and the offi  cial state language 

of Ukraine. Written Ukrainian uses the 

Ukrainian alphabet, a variant of the 

Cyrillic script. It is nearly twenty-fi ve 

years since the Society fi rst published 

the Ukrainian Bible in the translation 

Once again, in the Lord’s goodness 

we may report on good progress on 

the Spanish revision project during 

the past year. We have not yet been 

able to meet in person 

as a team, but we have 

been enabled to make 

excellent headway on 

the revision via our 

many Skype meet-

ings. In May 2022 

the team fi nished 

its review of the last 

chapter of Ezekiel, thus 

completing the larger 

prophetical books. 

Work is now being 

undertaken on Daniel 

and the remaining 

minor prophets. It is 

expected that the team 

will conclude its revision eff orts 

on the Spanish Bible sometime in 

July, an important milestone in this 

long-term project. Individual team 

members are working on the minor 

prophets or are reviewing the fi nal 

documents with references and 

notes, which are then being sent 

to the Editorial Department for 

format marking and the subsequent 

creation of a PDF fi le that will then 

be proofread individually and col-

lectively by the team in the coming 

months. 

At the time of writing approximately 

86,000 of the 100,000 copies of the 

Spanish New Testament with Psalms 

and Proverbs have been distributed 

throughout the Spanish-speaking 

world, and the response has most 

encouraging. Many pastors and 

other interested people write to us 

Spanish tranlation of the article ‘How the 
Holy Bible Came to Be’
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of archaic words for the whole of the 

William Morgan Welsh Bible. (Th e aim 

is for the words included in the glossary 

to be inserted as marginal notes in a new 

setting of the William Morgan Bible, thus 

providing similar help for Welsh readers 

as the Society’s Westminster Reference 

Bible does for English readers of the 

Authorised Version.) It is anticipated 

that the draft  work will soon be ready for 

review by other Welsh speakers.

The Middle East and the 
Caucasus regions

Abkhaz (Abkhazia) 

Abkhaz is the offi  cial language of the 

self-proclaimed Autonomous Republic 

of Abkhazia, which borders Russia and 

Georgia. Th e translator desiring to pre-

pare a faithful edition of the Abkhaz Bible 

reports that he has not made progress 

in the past year on this project. Prayer is 

requested that this project would move 

forward in the coming years, especially 

as it is one of the last languages in Europe 

without a complete Bible.

Hebrew 

Th e Society continues to revise the 

Delitzsch Hebrew New Testament 

(DHNT) so that it is more faithful 

to the Greek Received Text and in a 

more understandable form of Hebrew. 

Considerable progress has been made 

in the past year such that eighteen New 

Testament books have now been fully 

completed; seven further books are well 

along in the revision process, leaving just 

Acts and Revelation as the main remain-

ing work to be done. Th e team’s work 

is being checked book by book by the 

Society’s Senior Editorial Consultant for 

prepared by Panteleimon Kulish; the 

original publication of this edition was 

made in 1903 by the British and Foreign 

Bible Society. Kulish published his work 

in a dialectical form of the Ukrainian 

language which is not that easy for 

today’s Ukrainian speakers to read; 

nevertheless, the Society has continued 

to see demand for this edition. In the 

light of the war in Ukraine, TBS pre-

pared a new 

setting of the 

Kulish text 

of the Gospel 

according to 

John; 15,000 

copies of the 

gospel were 

printed ear-

lier this year 

and most 

have now left  

the Society’s 

premises 

for onward 

distribution 

to Ukrainians across Europe and beyond. 

Th e Society also has an in-progress order 

for 15,000 copies of the complete Bible, 

many of them already pre-ordered. We 

rejoice that the Scriptures in Ukrainian 

are going forth. However, the Society 

does recognise that the Kulish version is 

not in standard literary Ukrainian, and 

so the Editorial Department (with the 

help of a native Ukrainian speaker) is 

examining two other translations of the 

Ukrainian Scriptures in which there are 

New Testaments available. 

Welsh

A native Welsh pastor has nearly 

completed compiling a glossary giving 

alternative words for and/or explanations 

Ukrainian Gospel according to John
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Linguistics as they become ready. God 

willing, the basic revision of the whole 

New Testament will be completed by 

June 2023. We acknowledge the generous 

fi nancial support for the DHNT revision 

project received over many years from 

the Finnish Bible Institute and from the 

Free Presbyterian Church of Scotland. We 

are very grateful to three Dutch organisa-

tions—GBS, da Costa Foundation, and 

the Board for Israel—which provide sub-

stantial fi nancial support to the project. 

Persian/Farsi (Iran)

Persian, also known as Farsi, belongs to 

the Iranian branch of the Indo-Iranian 

subdivision of the Indo-European 

languages. Persian is predominantly 

spoken and used offi  cially within Iran, 

Afghanistan, and Tajikistan in three 

mutually intelligible standard varie-

ties: Persian, Dari, and Tajik. Th us, we 

are delighted that the online edition 

of the TBS Persian New Testament is 

being accessed from Afghanistan as 

well as Iran and other countries where 

Persian speakers reside. Th e entire New 

Testament in Persian is available at 

www.tbsonlinebible.com/#fa. 

Notwithstanding many competing calls 

on our main reviser’s time—including a 

busy pastorate as well as a wider ministry 

to Iranian Christians—he continues to 

revise the Old Testament text of the 1895 

Persian Bible. It is hoped that the Old 

Testament revision work can be complet-

ed next year, with the aim of publishing 

the whole Bible in 2024, God willing. 

Following the publication of the revised 

Persian New Testament in 2019, a second 

printing of 5,000 copies has recently 

been completed by BPS of Milford, Ohio 

funded by fi rstBible International. In 

addition, the Society plans a third print-

ing of 7,500 copies at a European printer. 

Use of the New Testament text (in part 

or in whole) has been granted to several 

other organisations, who are preparing 

or have prepared their own printings of 

various portions of the text. Th is includes 

a printing of the Gospel according to 

John undertaken in Iran.

Turkish

We are thankful that a printing of 

5,000 copies of the Turkish New 

Testament has recently been completed by 

BPS of Milford, Ohio funded by fi rstBible 

International. Th ese copies will soon be 

shipped to our London Headquarters for 

onward distribution. Our late translator’s 

daughter carried out some editing of the 

Old Testament text but is no longer able 

to continue with this work. Likewise, we 

were grateful to have had contact with 

some Christians in Izmir, but we were not 

able to take the revision work forward 

with them either. We would therefore 

request prayer that another native Turkish 

speaker would come forward to carry on 

this important editing work to enable the 

whole Bible to be published. 

Turkish 
New Testament
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The Indian subcontinent

NEW! Boro (Assam, India, and Nepal)

Boro, also known as Bodo, is a Sino-

Tibetan language spoken primarily by 

the Boro people of Northeast India and 

Nepal. It is an offi  cial language of the 

Bodoland autonomous region and a 

co-offi  cial language of the state of Assam 

in India. Th ere are more than 1.4 million 

Boro speakers. Th e current Boro Bible 

was published in the 1960s in the now un-

used Latin script and is not based on the 

Received Text. Since 1975 the language 

has been written using the Devanagari 

script. In December last year, the Society 

approved the commencement of a pilot 

Boro Bible translation project with a team 

of translators based in Assam. Th e team 

there have already advised that they have 

fi nalised the text of the Gospel according 

to John, and an online meeting is due to 

be held with them shortly to discuss the 

way forward. 

Chothe (Manipur, India)

During 2021 progress on our Chothe Bible 

was greatly hindered by the Covid-19 

pandemic, with our translator suff ering 

the loss of key personnel in the church he 

pastors. Aft er representation from TBS 

to the oversight committee, the translator 

has been able to resume the work and has 

reached 2 Corinthians; he now also has 

assistants typing up the translated text. 

Th e TBS Chothe Bible is one of the fi rst 

signifi cant written productions in this 

language and so our translator is faced 

with scouring the language for the appro-

priate vocabulary and terminology. We 

are grateful for the contribution of TBS 

(Canada) towards this project.

NEW! Desauri Tharu (Nepal and India)

In early 2021 the Society commenced 

detailed correspondence with a contact 

from a small group of Reformed church-

es in Nepal which has a burden to see 

a Bible prepared in the Desauri Th aru 

language. Desauri is one of the Th aru 

language variants spoken by the Th aru 

people of the Terai region in Nepal and in 

the neighbouring regions of Uttarakhand, 

Uttar Pradesh, and Bihar in India. Th e 

language is written in the Devanagari 

script. In September 2021 the Society 

approved the commencement of a pilot 

Desauri Th aru Bible translation project, 

with a small team of translators based in 

Nepal. By January 2022 they had fi nalised 

the Gospel according to John and by 

April it had been checked by the TBS 

Editorial Department and approved by 

the General Committee for publication. 

It is hoped that we can obtain ongoing 

support for this small translation team to 

continue working on the rest of the New 

Testament. 

Gangte (Manipur, India)

A group in India are preparing a new 

translation of the Gangte Bible from the 

Authorised Version. God willing, a face-

to-face meeting between editorial staff  

and the Gangte Bible translation com-

mittee will be arranged within the next 

twelve months, aft er which it is hoped 

that the Society could formally take on 

this project.

Hindi (India)

Hindi is the sixth most spoken lan-

guage in the world. It is written in the 

Devanagari script and is one of the 

two offi  cial languages approved by the 

government of India, the other being 
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English. Th e Society is working to prepare 

a new Hindi New Testament, translated 

directly from the Greek Received Text 

with reference to the Authorised Version 

and extant Hindi Bibles including the 

edition translated by William Carey. Th e 

fi rst Epistle of John is available to view at 

www.tbsonlinebible.com/#hi. A draft  of 

the Gospel according to John was recently 

completed, which we will now look to 

get evaluated by other Hindi speakers. 

Our Nepali Bible translator, who also 

knows Hindi very well, continues to 

provide valuable feedback. However, it 

would be good for further native Hindi 

speakers committed to TBS principles 

to work alongside our translator. Once 

the Hindi John is approved, our transla-

tor plans to prepare the text of John in 

Bhojpuri, which he hopes will be mutually 

intelligible to those speaking Caribbean 

Hindustani. 

Hmar (Northeast India)

Th e Hmar language is spoken by the 

Hmar people, who are scattered across 

the far northeast of India. Hmar speak-

ers number close to 100,000. In 2021 the 

Society approved the commencement of a 

pilot Hmar Bible translation project with 

a small team based in Manipur. Th e text 

of the Gospel according to John was ap-

proved in December 2021, although it will 

not be published as a standalone item. 

God willing, the fi rst publication will be 

the New Testament, in which the transla-

tion team are making excellent progress, 

having prepared the four gospels and part 

of Acts in fi rst draft . 

Kannada (Karnataka, India)

Th e Society’s Kannada Bible, a translation 

from the Authorised Version, was fi rst 

published in 1987 and then reprinted in 

1991. In 2021 we partnered with a Baptist 

missionary and his fellow workers in 

India with the aim of bringing this Bible 

up to the Society’s present textual and 

translational 

standards. 

However, we 

were very sad-

dened to learn 

when prepar-

ing this report 

that the Baptist 

missionary had 

passed away 

in late March. 

Th ankfully, the 

team in India 

continue with the 

project and have 

so far translated 

the three Epistles of John. We plan to 

hold an online meeting soon to support 

the team as best we can. Whilst writing 

this report, we heard that another Baptist 

missionary is looking to help oversee the 

project. Please remember this project in 

your prayers. 

Kom (Manipur, India)

Aft er thorough editorial checking of the 

draft  Kom New Testament, the team 

have been slowly proofreading the text, 

making any necessary corrections as they 

proceed. Th is stage of the work has taken 

longer than we had hoped, although they 

have now proofread the four gospels and 

Acts. We are grateful for the contribution 

of TBS (Canada) towards this project.

Nepali (Nepal and India)

Th e Society’s Nepali Bible, fi rst published 

in 2011, has become established as a 

standard edition among Nepali speak-

ers across the world. Th e lightly revised 

1 John chapter 1 in Kannada 
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second edition was published earlier 

this year, with an initial print run of 

17,000 copies, which are currently being 

distributed in both Nepal and India. We 

were delighted to learn that 20 copies 

of the New Testament (fi rst edition) 

in Braille have also been published in 

recent months; each copy of the New 

Testament comprises thirteen separate 

Braille books! Work continues to make 

the second edition text available on the 

Society’s online Bible and on the Nepali 

Bible Android App. Permission to use an 

audio recording of the entire Nepali Bible 

has been granted to several other organi-

sations, meaning that thousands of audio 

Scriptures will be distributed among 

Nepali speakers in the coming months. 

Nthenyi Naga (Nagaland, India)

Nthenyi is a Sino-Tibetan language but 

written in Latin script. It is spoken by 

about 13,000 people in the north-east 

Indian state of Nagaland. Some months 

ago we were passed a draft  copy of the 

New Testament in Nthenyi Naga by a 

contact who is known to us. Although 

the project has not been done with TBS, 

we will look at his work when we are able 

and report back to him on our fi ndings. 

Simte (Manipur, India) 

Th e fi rst edition of the Simte Bible was 

published in 1992. By 2007 there were no 

copies left . Following discussions with 

TBS at that time, it was agreed to revise 

the 1992 Simte Bible. Th e primary focus 

was ensuring accuracy to the Hebrew 

Masoretic Text and the Greek Received 

Text, with particular reference to the 

Authorised (King James) Version. A 

second main aim was to ensure that 

the latest Simte grammar and spelling 

were employed, alongside correcting 

any mistakes made in the fi rst edition. 

Aft er many years of hard work and 

patient waiting, it is a joy to report that 

on 21 February 2022 seven thousand 

copies of the second edition of the Simte 

Bible arrived in Churachandpur. Th e 

Bibles were received with much praise 

and thanksgiving to God. Within weeks 

most of these copies had been distrib-

uted to Simte speakers in Manipur and 

other parts of India. We are grateful to 

 fi rstBible International for funding the 

printing of these Bibles at BPS, Milford. 

Tamil (India and Sri Lanka)

In 2018 we were at last able to obtain a 

satisfactory evaluation of the old version 

Tamil Bible, which was found to be an 

essentially good translation but in need 

of additional work to bring it up to TBS 

standards. Th e Society continues to seek 

native Tamil speakers who have the abil-

ity, desire, and time to work on a Tamil 

Bible revision project.

Thadou (Manipur, India)

In 2020 eleven thousand copies of the 

Th adou Bible were joyfully received by 

Receiving the 
Bible in Simte
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the Th adou people. Earlier this year tens 

of thousands of Th adou John–Romans 

booklets arrived in Manipur, again printed 

by BPS Milford, Ohio with funding from 

fi rstBible International. Shortly before 

preparing this report we received a request 

from the lead Th adou Bible translator for 

permission to begin an audio recording of 

the Th adou Bible; we hope to grant this re-

quest, subject to reaching agreement with 

the recording organisation. An audio Bible 

in tribal languages like Th adou is very 

helpful, as many in such tribes cannot read 

the printed Bible, principally either due to 

poor eyesight or illiteracy. 

Urdu (Pakistan)

Urdu is the offi  cial national language of 

Pakistan; it is also spoken in India and is 

a recognised minority language in South 

Africa. A contact in Australia with an 

Urdu-speaking wife continues to prepare 

a new edition of the Urdu Bible based on 

the Received Text, although the pace of 

the work has been slower than they had 

hoped. God willing, the Society plans to 

evaluate this version when it is fi nalised 

in the coming months.

Vaiphei (Manipur, India)

Aft er further work by the Vaiphei Bible 

revision committee to proofread and 

correct the revised text and the usual 

thorough examination by the Editorial 

Department, in June the General 

Committee approved the Vaiphei Bible 

for publication by the Society. Please pray 

that the remaining stages of typesetting 

and then printing and shipping will go 

smoothly. Th e Vaiphei Committee have 

also completed the translation of Th e 

Lord Gave the Word and are working 

on Which Bible?—both to be published 

alongside the Bible in due course.

Zou (Manipur, India and Burma)

For just over two years, due to the 

Covid-19 pandemic, our main Zou 

Bible translator was detained in India 

and unable to return to his home in the 

Philippines. (Th ankfully, he was able re-

turn home in May of this year.) However, 

he put aside the inconvenience and used 

the time very profi tably to complete the 

Zou Bible translation and then to work 

with the Editorial Department on pre-

paring it for printing. We seek the Lord’s 

help in the remaining typesetting, proof-

reading, and printing phases. 

Rest of Asia

New! Asang-Khongso (Burma)

Asang-Khongso is one of the tribal 

languages of Burma (Myanmar). TBS is 

providing a consultancy-only service to 

our friends at WorldView Ministries, to 

which this project belongs. TBS recently 

examined a draft  of the Asang-Khongso 

New Testament, providing feedback on 

back translations of key verses. 

New! Burmese (Burma)

During the past twelve months the 

Society was asked to review a new draft  

translation of the Burmese Scriptures 

being carried out in Burma (Myanmar) 

under the auspices of a church in the 

USA. Due to the ongoing troubles there 

we have not so far been able to under-

take a full Translation Analysis Checklist 

evaluation as we would have liked. 

We will, though, be sharing the initial 

top-level feedback with the sponsoring 

church. Please pray that the situation in 

Burma would soon improve suffi  ciently 

to allow a fuller review of this new 

translation.
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Cebuano (Philippines)

Cebuano, also referred to as Bisaya 

or Binisaya by most of its speakers, 

is primarily spoken in the southern 

Philippines. Contact has been completely 

lost with the Filipino brother who sub-

mitted a Cebuano translation of the fi rst 

chapter of John, so we look to the Lord 

to provide fresh workers to carry forward 

Bible translation work in this language.

Chinese

Th e Society’s new Chinese transla-

tion of the four gospels, Romans, and 

Hebrews was published online in 

September 2021 and is available to view 

at www.tbsonlinebible.com/#zh. In 

November 2021 the General Committee 

approved the Chinese New Testament for 

publication. However, our translators have 

spent some months since approval carrying 

out a very thorough proofreading of the 

text, aft er which it will be typeset and print-

ed. We hope that publication of the New 

Testament can take place in January 2023. 

We are thankful to fi rstBible International 

who are raising funds for a printing of the 

New Testament which will supplement the 

Society’s own printing. TBS is very grateful 

for the substantial fi nancial support given 

by GBS for this major project.

Lhaovo (Burma and China)

All of the Lhaovo New Testament and 

a small part of the Old Testament are 

available in digital format. We continue 

praying that someone competent in 

Lhaovo and English would be found to 

help us evaluate the accuracy of this text. 

Lisu (Burma and China)

We have a complete digital text avail-

able of the original TBS Lisu Bible which 

was fi rst published in 1980. We pray that 

someone would soon come forward to 

evaluate the TBS Lisu Bible, some cor-

rections proposed for it, and a Lisu Bible 

published by another organisation.

Mongolian

Since 2009 the Society has partnered with 

Dr Charles Keen (assisted by other American 

Independent Baptists) to prepare a new 

edition of the Mongolian Bible translated 

directly from the Greek Received and 

Hebrew Masoretic Texts. Th e fi rst edition of 

the New Testament was published in 2017 but 

is being lightly revised to improve some of 

the phrasing. Th e Old Testament translation 

team has endured a very challenging twelve 

months. Firstly, the American missionary 

leading the project was very seriously ill 

with Covid-19. At one stage we feared the 

Lord might take him to Himself, but his 

life was spared for which we give thanks to 

God, although he subsequently had to spend 

months carefully recovering. Nevertheless, 

we rejoice that he is shortly due to return to 

Mongolia for several months. Secondly, the 

much-loved, oldest Mongolian member of 

the translation team passed away in March. 

Th e other three Mongolian members of 

the team certainly need our prayers at this 

time. Notwithstanding these considerable 

challenges, work has progressed with further 

Old Testament books being translated in 

fi rst draft . We gratefully acknowledge the 

fi nancial support of the Great Company of 

Publishers for the Old Testament portion of 

this project. Th e Society funds the revision 

work on the New Testament. 

Tagalog (Philippines)

We are very thankful that one of the 

Filipino men who came forward with a 

keen desire to work on a new translation 

of the Tagalog Bible has been accepted 

to work on a pilot project, translating 
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the Gospel according to John. His work 

on the fi rst three chapters of John was 

checked very closely and assessed as good 

with the help of a very well qualifi ed 

couple who lived in Manila for many 

years. He has now translated about half 

of the gospel. We give thanks for this very 

encouraging state of aff airs aft er years of 

no progress in this language. We grate-

fully acknowledge the support provided 

by a church in Canada for this project.

Tedim Zokam (Burma)

Th e very concerning situation in Burma 

(Myanmar) has greatly aff ected our Tedim-

Zokam Bible translators and prevented 

much further progress in the past year on 

this project. Th e lead translator included 

these words in his report: ‘We hope and 

pray to fi nish the project from our side … 

As many Zomi people are eagerly waiting 

for Tedim-Zokam KJV, we are very anxious 

to be printed asap’. Do please pray that peace 

and stability would be restored to Myanmar 

as the situation has meant that services such 

as the internet and electricity have not been 

functioning well, thus impacting the work 

of many of its population, including the 

Tedim Zokam Bible translators. 

The Americas

Haitian Creole (Haiti)

Haitian Creole is a French-based creole 

language spoken by 10–12 million people 

worldwide and the only language of most 

Haitians. For some years TBS has been pro-

viding a consultancy-only service for some 

American missionaries who are overseeing 

a project to translate the Authorised Version 

into Haitian Creole. Over the past twelve 

months the lead translator has been receiving 

further training in Bible translation and has 

one more year to go in his studies, following 

which he hopes to start reviewing the draft  

text of the Haitian Creole Bible.

Biblical languages projects

Digitisation of the Society’s Hebrew 

Masoretic Text

Our editorial consultant in Israel con-

tinues to correct mistakes in the digital 

Hebrew text obtained in 2015 and to 

make the consonantal corrections need-

ed to match it to our published Ginsburg 

text. Regrettably the digital text which 

we had was not as error free as we had 

hoped and so this painstaking work is 

taking longer than planned. However, 

we have been able to upload one book 

on our beta online Bible for testing 

purposes. Th e fi nished work is due to in-

clude the qere and ketiv footnotes which 

provide helpful marginal assistance to 

the biblical Hebrew reader. Once this 

work is complete, it will enable us to pro-

duce a new setting of 

the printed Hebrew 

Old Testament 

text as the current 

image is becoming 

rather worn. 

Digitisation of the 

Society’s Greek 

Received Text

Th e digital text 

of the Society’s 

Koine Greek New 

Testament has 

been available at 

www.tbsonlinebible.com/#rt for some 

while. We rejoice that this digital text has 

now been used to produce a new setting 

of the print edition of the Scrivener text 

which we publish. 

EΥAΓΓEΛION TO ΚΑΤΑ

ΜΑΤΘΑΙΟΝ

1 Βίβλος γενέσεως Ἰησοῦ Χριστοῦ, υἱοῦ Δαβίδ, υἱοῦ Ἀβραάμ.
2 Ἀβραὰμ ἐγέννησε τὸν Ἰσαάκ· Ἰσαὰκ δὲ ἐγέννησε τὸν 

Ἰακώβ· Ἰακὼβ δὲ ἐγέννησε τὸν Ἰούδαν καὶ τοὺς ἀδελφοὺς 
αὐτοῦ·  3 Ἰούδας δὲ ἐγέννησε τὸν Φαρὲς καὶ τὸν Ζαρὰ ἐκ τῆς 
Θάμαρ· Φαρὲς δὲ ἐγέννησε τὸν Ἐσρώμ· Ἐσρὼμ δὲ ἐγέννησε 
τὸν Ἀράμ·  4 Ἀρὰμ δὲ ἐγέννησε τὸν Ἀμιναδάβ· Ἀμιναδὰβ δὲ 
ἐγέννησε τὸν Ναασσών· Ναασσὼν δὲ ἐγέννησε τὸν Σαλμών·  
5 Σαλμὼν δὲ ἐγέννησε τὸν Βοὸζ ἐκ τῆς Ῥαχάβ· Βοὸζ δὲ 
ἐγέννησε τὸν Ὠβὴδ ἐκ τῆς Ῥούθ· Ὠβὴδ δὲ ἐγέννησε τὸν 
Ἰεσσαί·  6 Ἰεσσαὶ δὲ ἐγέννησε τὸν Δαβὶδ τὸν βασιλέα.

Δαβὶδ δὲ ὁ βασιλεὺς ἐγέννησε τὸν Σολομῶντα ἐκ τῆς 
τοῦ Οὐρίου·  7 Σολομὼν δὲ ἐγέννησε τὸν Ῥοβοάμ· Ῥοβοὰμ 
δὲ ἐγέννησε τὸν Ἀβιά· Ἀβιὰ δὲ ἐγέννησε τὸν Ἀσά·  8 Ἀσὰ δὲ 
ἐγέννησε τὸν Ἰωσαφάτ· Ἰωσαφὰτ δὲ ἐγέννησε τὸν Ἰωράμ· 
Ἰωρὰμ δὲ ἐγέννησε τὸν Ὀζίαν·  9 Ὀζίας δὲ ἐγέννησε τὸν 
Ἰωάθαμ· Ἰωάθαμ δὲ ἐγέννησε τὸν Ἄχαζ· Ἄχαζ δὲ ἐγέννησε 
τὸν Ἐζεκίαν·  10 Ἐζεκίας δὲ ἐγέννησε τὸν Μανασσῆ· 
Μανασσῆς δὲ ἐγέννησε τὸν Ἀμών· Ἀμὼν δὲ ἐγέννησε 
τὸν Ἰωσίαν·  11 Ἰωσίας δὲ ἐγέννησε τὸν Ἰεχονίαν καὶ τοὺς 
ἀδελφοὺς αὐτοῦ, ἐπὶ τῆς μετοικεσίας Βαβυλῶνος.

12 Μετὰ δὲ τὴν μετοικεσίαν Βαβυλῶνος, Ἰεχονίας 
ἐγέννησε τὸν Σαλαθιήλ· Σαλαθιὴλ δὲ ἐγέννησε τὸν 
Ζοροβάβελ·  13 Ζοροβάβελ δὲ ἐγέννησε τὸν Ἀβιούδ· Ἀβιοὺδ 
δὲ ἐγέννησε τὸν Ἐλιακείμ· Ἐλιακεὶμ δὲ ἐγέννησε τὸν Ἀζώρ·  

The Society’s Greek Received Text
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NEW 

 Extra Large Print Bible
We are delighted to announce that the brand new TBS Extra Large Print 

Bible is now available to order. This new setting of the Authorised (King 

James) Version has the largest print of all our Bibles and features a durable 

vinyl covered hardback binding. It is suitable for those with impaired sight 

and also makes a good low-cost pulpit Bible.

Other features include:

• Good clear 16 point print

• Page size: 265 x 188mm 

(10.4" x 7.4")

• Thickness: 43mm (1.7")

• Two marker ribbons

• Daily Bible reading plan

• Colour maps

Product Code: 10XLP/ABK

ISBN: 978 1 86228 535 4

Colour: Black

Binding: Hardback

Prices: 

 

UK AUS CAN NZ USA

£22.50 $46.00 $37.50 $44.00 $30.00

1 IN the beginning was the Word, 
and the Word was with God, and 

the Word was God.
2 The same was in the beginning 
with God.
3 All things were made by him; 
and ithout him as not an thing

Actual Size 

Text
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Introduction

T
he Society’s Trustees and Management would publicly acknowledge the Lord’s great 

goodness in supplying the Society’s needs during 2021, a year which again brought 

fi nancial uncertainty due to the Covid-19 pandemic. Despite concern about the 

potential impact of the pandemic on the Society’s income, worldwide income was signifi -

cantly up when compared to 2020, even when legacies are excluded. We have again proved 

the Lord’s faithfulness to His own Word: ‘And God is able to make all grace abound toward 

you; that ye, always having all suffi  ciency in all things, may abound to every good work’ 

(2 Corinthians 9.8). However, we must continue in prayer as the Society still faces fi nancial 

challenges, especially as we seek to reach a balanced budget without dependence on legacy 

income as part of our Financial Strategy and fi ve-year Financial Plan.

In this Annual Report, the key points from the Society’s fi nances over 2021 are highlighted 

and the summary fi nancial statements are given at the end. Th e full Trustees’ Annual 

Report & Financial Statements for 2021, which include considerable additional informa-

tion about the activities and administration of the Society, are available both on our website 

(www.tbsbibles.org/AnnualReport) and in printed form; we would encourage members and 

supporters of the Society to visit our website or contact our Headquarters to request copies.

The Result for the year

Th e Society’s Total Funds increased by £1,499,046 during 2021. With gains and losses 

caused by movements in foreign exchange rates removed, the Net Income for the year was 

£1,559,849. Th is fi gure is the accumulation of a £1,535,761 surplus from TBS London and 

surpluses from four of the Society’s fi ve Branches totalling £64,141 off set by a small defi cit 

from TBS (Canada) of £40,053 (although this is only aft er total funding transfers of £244,523 

to TBS London). Th e Trustees are very thankful to God for all His provision during the year.

Th e Net Income of £1,559,849 is broken down by Branch in the following chart; the 

 fi gures are presented both excluding and including sales and funding exchanges 

 between London and the Branches.

Financial 
Highlights 2021

by David J. Broome, Resources Director
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Th e key points to take from this are:

• TBS (Australia) and TBS (USA) employed translation consultants who are overseen 

by and funded from London. Hence, for Australia the defi cit becomes a surplus 

when inter-branch funding is added back. Th is would normally be the case for 

the USA too, but income was so high that the branch already had a surplus before 

inter-branch funding, which combined with substantial transfers of funding from 

TBS (USA) to London, meant that the usual pattern did not occur.

• TBS (Canada) sent very signifi cant funding to London (hence their profi t reduces 

and becomes a loss when inter-branch funding is included).

Incoming Resources

Th e 2021 worldwide income was £5,055,871, up 44.4% from £3,500,332 in 2020. Th is 

increase was signifi cantly driven by four factors:

• Donations and Legacies are up by 63.1% to £3,624,512—this is mainly due to a 

£129,104 increase in Donations, a £1,162,474 increase in Legacies, and a £87,709 

increase in Partner Funding. 

• Income from Charitable Activities—Distribution of Activities (Sales and Royalties) 

rose by 17.3% to £1,311,735.

• Investment income rose by 9.7% to £102,436 largely due to increased dividends paid 

by companies following the pandemic.

• A reduction in Government Grants of 74% to £17,188 as Covid-19 grants were 

wound down.
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We continued to pursue our goal of distributing Holy Scriptures by way of sales in 

2021, oft en at heavily discounted prices. Indeed, the vast majority of the Bibles pur-

chased from us will ultimately be given away free of charge. Th e total number of items 

sold worldwide in 2021 was 2,682,525 (2020: 5,522,005), of which 1,498,247 (2020: 

5,807,858) were under royalty, the signifi cant drop being due to a publisher no longer 

using the Society’s text for its Portuguese New Testament. Of the total, 2,127,981 (2020: 

5,091,050) were Bibles, New Testaments, or Scripture portions, 256,329 (2020: 288,932) 

were calendars, and 298,215 (2020: 142,043) were text cards, children’s items, other 

Scripture items, and articles. Total sales income in the year was £1,262,475 (2020: 

£1,017,382); the production cost of these items was £744,457 (2020: £670,622), and 

there was additional Royalty income of £49,260 (2020: £100,421).

Resources Expended

Worldwide operating expenditure in 2021 was £3,618,504, up just 1.8% (£63,864) com-

pared with 2020. With the introduction of Xledger, our new fi nancial system, a fresh 

expenditure analysis has been introduced across the Society for 2021 to demonstrate 
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how much we are spending on each of our core activities. Now, for the fi rst time this 

includes the allocation of Governance and Infrastructure and Support costs (i.e. cor-

porate overheads) across core activities. Within the constraints of the available data, 

we have converted the 2020 comparative fi gures to the new expenditure analysis, but 

this has inevitably resulted in a degree of approximation and estimation. 

Acknowledging the degree of approximation in the comparative data, we are able to make 

some high-level observations by looking at the two years. Not only has total operating 

expenditure remained very consistent, so has the cost of Raising Funds (down 0.3% to 

£19,312) and Distributing the Scriptures (up 0.5% to £2,064,396). Within this category, you 

may notice that Sales Despatch and Carriage has risen signifi cantly (£138,086 – 99.6%) and 

Sales Administration and Management has fallen signifi cantly (£159,484 – 30.5%).Th ese 

two entries largely off set each other and relate to the fact that, for the fi rst time, the staff  cost 

of the Society’s warehouse (and indeed all our UK staff ) for 2021 has been allocated based 

on actual hours collected from timesheet information (which we do not have for 2020). 

Th is pattern is repeated in other areas, for example, the cost of Promoting and Upholding 

the Scriptures has risen by £158,257 (38.7%), whereas Editorial Development and Other 

Activity has fallen by £86,083 (37.3%), and Oversight of Translation and Revision Projects 

has fallen by £130,182 (54.3%), which is signifi cantly due to the more precise allocation of 

the cost of the Editorial Department following the availability of accurate timesheet data.

Finally on expenditure, there is one new category of cost visible in 2021, namely 

Distribution Centres, which not only covers the Society’s existing two distribution cen-

tres in Latin America, but also the Society’s registration in Ethiopia as a ‘Foreign Based 

Religious Organisation’, as the fi rst step towards developing a centre there for the distribu-

tion of the Amharic Scriptures.

During 2021, 928,327 (2020: 1,412,430) Bibles and Scripture portions, 462,712 

(2020: 607,316) calendars, and 177,695 (2020: 106,584) text cards, children’s items, 

other Scripture items, and articles were supplied free of charge to institutions and 
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individuals including churches, missions, prisons, schools, and missionaries. Th e pro-
duction cost of these items was £369,816 in 2021, compared with £417,515 in 2020.

Short/Medium Term Resources

Th e Society’s Net Current Assets have increased by £1,457,547 (29.3%) to £6,428,753 at 
31 December 2021. Within this, the liquidity situation remains healthy, with immedi-
ately available cash balances of £1,508,658 and cash on deposit totalling £3,572,062, a 
total of £5,080,720 at the year-end.

Long-Term Resources

Th e Society’s UK operation held Fixed Asset Investments of £2,360,210 at 31 December 
2021, up from £2,252,099 in 2020, this increase being the result of stock market move-
ments over 2021.

Th e freehold properties of the Society (including the International Headquarters 
in London) are stated at the book cost of £2,610,080 at 31 December 2021 (2020: 
£2,656,725). Th e leasehold properties of the Society are stated at the book value of 
£281,811 (2020: £291,273). Th e Trustees are of the opinion that the open market value is 
in excess of the book value expressed in local currencies.

At 31 December 2021 UK Free Reserves were £3,171,079 against a requirement of 
£675,047 (i.e. 4/12ths of 2021 UK General Fund expenditure less Depreciation), giving 
a surplus of £2,496,032. In accordance with the Society’s Financial Strategy, a propor-
tion of these funds will be needed to cover annual budget defi cits until the time when 
a balanced budget (excluding Legacy Income) is achieved and the remainder will be 
used for expenditure of a one-off  or short-term controllable nature.

Eff ect of Covid-19

Th e Covid-19 pandemic warrants a specifi c section in the Trustees’ Report to explain 
its historic and current impact on the Society.

Th ankfully, at the time of writing (July 2022) the eff ect of the pandemic over the past twenty-
six months has been relatively modest in terms of disruption to the delivery of the Society’s 
aims, operations, and activities. We have continued to sell and grant Bibles around the world 
from our UK Headquarters and our Branches, in slightly lower volumes at times than usual 
partly due to the closure of bookshops and reduced activity by certain mission organisa-
tions; but there has certainly not been a collapse in demand or activity. Indeed, there has also 
been some additional distribution to hospitals over this period. Scripture translation and 
revision activities have largely continued unhindered, even sped up in some cases, although 
in a few remote parts of the world there has been some restriction on translators’ access to 
internet connections to communicate and meet online. Th e only signifi cant impacts in the 
UK related to the virus have been on Deputation meetings which were sparse during the 

various lockdown periods with some being conducted by electronic virtual means; and on 

the London showroom which remained closed throughout the period.
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Th rough God’s grace, TBS London continued to operate during the various Covid-19 
lockdowns, even though the headquarters has been closed for two extended periods since 
March 2020. However, the Warehouse was staff ed (with appropriate cleaning and social 
distancing) throughout the period. Th e majority of staff  worked from home, although a 
small number were on government furlough at diff erent times as the Society took advan-
tage of the Government’s Coronavirus Job Retention Scheme. At the time of writing (July 
2022), the offi  ce has fully re-opened and staff  have settled down to their long-term work-
ing patterns, which inevitably does involve more home working than before the pandemic.

Th e Covid-19 pandemic brought some fi nancial uncertainties to the Society, but income 
actually increased in both 2020 and 2021 compared to the previous years (substantially so 
in 2021) and income so far for 2022 has been very encouraging. Th e Society has a very loyal 
support base, oft en from amongst more mature age-groups whose income has been less hard 
hit than some other groups, which goes some way towards lessening the expected impact on 
our fi nances. As well, the Society has continued to receive signifi cant partner funding from 
like-minded organisations in the UK and overseas. Th e Trustees have considered various 
income scenarios and are satisfi ed that the Society’s fi nancial position is sustainable for the 
foreseeable future, subject to the Lord’s will and His kind provision for His own work.

Th e capital value of the Society’s Endowment Fund (Golden Th oughts Calendar Fund) 
investment portfolio increased by 6.5% during 2021, despite the pandemic.

Future Financial Plans

Th e Society’s Financial Plan 2022–2026 was approved at the same time as the 2022 Budget 
in December 2021. Th e aim is to maintain the Society’s fi nances on a sustainable footing, 
under God, by gradually trimming the UK core budget to a level where it is not dependant 
on legacies for regular expenditure so instead this income can be used for one-off  or easily 
controllable expenditure such as Scripture Grants. In order to achieve this, a proportion of 
the funds received from the sale of John Wycliff e House in 2019 is being used over four to fi ve 
years, and therefore it has been decided at present not to invest these funds for the long-term.

Conclusion

Th e Trustees are very thankful to God for the remarkable provision He has made for 
this work during 2021, which has enabled the Society to meet its objectives, particularly 
the progressing of translation work in many diff erent languages and the granting of 
Scriptures, as well as the maintaining of the more routine activities of the Society.

We believe that the Lord will continue to provide for the Society as He has done in 
maintaining it for the past 190 years. Th e eff ects of the Covid-19 pandemic and the con-
fl ict in Ukraine are becoming evident and the Trustees are very aware that this might 
impact on the Society’s income in the long term. However, we are very thankful to the 
Lord for His provision in 2021 and the continuance of this into 2022. We are also very 
grateful to our wonderfully loyal supporter and membership base for their continued 
prayerful and practical support. We would encourage you each to be much in prayer for 
our fi nancial needs, as well as for all our other practical and spiritual needs.
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Independent Auditor’s Statement 
to the Trustees of the

Trinitarian Bible Society
We have examined the summary fi nancial statements for the year ended 

31 December 2021 set out on pages 58 to 60.

Respective Responsibilities of the Trustees and the Auditor

Th e Trustees are responsible for preparing the summary fi nancial statements in 

accordance with applicable United Kingdom law and the recommendation of the 

Charities SORP.

Our responsibility is to report to you our opinion on the consistency of the summary 

fi nancial statements with the full annual fi nancial statements.

We also read the other information contained in the Annual Report and consider 

the implications for our report if we become aware of any apparent misstatements or 

material inconsistencies with the summary fi nancial statement. Th e other information 

comprises only the Financial Highlights on pages 51 to 56.

Basis for Opinion

Our examination involved agreeing the balances disclosed in the summary fi nancial 

statements to the full annual fi nancial statements. Our audit report on the full annual 

fi nancial statements of Trinitarian Bible Society describes the basis of our audit 

opinion on those fi nancial statements.

Opinion

In our opinion the summarised fi nancial statement is consistent with the full annual 

fi nancial statements of Trinitarian Bible Society for the year ended 31 December 2021.

Moore Kingston Smith LLP
Statutory Auditor

3 August 2022

9 Appold Street

London

EC2A 2AP
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 Trinitarian Bible Society
Consolidated Statement Of Financial Activities 
For The Year Ended 31 December 2021
 Unrestricted Restricted Designated Endowment Total Total

 Funds Funds Funds Funds  
      (restated)
 £  £  £  £ £  £ Income & 
 endowments from:
Donations & legacies 2,813,845 810,667 - - 3,624,512 2,222,465

Charitable activities – 

 distribution of the Scriptures 1,303,555 8,180 - - 1,311,735 1,117,803

Investment income 20,869 81,567 - - 102,436 93,419

Other income 17,188 - - - 17,188 66,645

Total income & endowments 4,155,457 900,414 - - 5,055,871 3,500,332

Expenditure on:
Raising funds 4,806 14,506 - - 19,312 19,371

Charitable activities:

Translating the Scriptures 345,523 418,106 102,461 - 866,090 1,060,333

Publishing the Scriptures 101,278 - - - 101,278 12,218

Distributing the Scriptures 1,750,943 270,144 43,309 - 2,064,396 2,053,547

Promoting & Upholding the Scriptures 554,445 12,983 - - 567,428 409,171

Total expenditure 2,756,995 715,739 145,770 - 3,618,504 3,554,640

Net gains/(losses) on investments 626 - - 121,856 122,482 (125,084)

Net income/(expenditure) 1,399,088 184,675 (145,770) 121,856 1,559,849 (179,392)

Transfers between funds (151,541) (49,158) 200,699 - - -

Other recognised gains/(losses):

Foreign exchange gains/(losses) -

 fi xed assets (3,041) - - - (3,041) (18,523)

Foreign exchange gains/(losses) - 

 other (54,196) (909) (2,657) - (57,762) (174,359)

Net movement in funds 1,190,310 134,608 52,272 121,856 1,499,046 (372,274)

Reconciliation of funds

Total funds brought forward (restated) 6,721,265 585,431 112,541 2,794,219 10,213,456 10,585,730

Total funds carried forward 7,911,575 720,039 164,813 2,916,075 11,712,502 10,213,456
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Trinitarian Bible Society 
  Analysis between Branches For The Year Ended 31 December 2021
       
 UK Australia Brazil Canada  New Zealand USA  TOTAL

£ £ £ £ £ £ £
Income and endowments:
Donations & legacies 2,811,822 48,546 20,024 311,512 4,426 428,182 3,624,512
Charitable activities  701,789 51,395 311,821 46,996 5,862 193,872 1,311,735
Investment income 98,434 979 2,773 57 54 139 102,436
Other income 15,867 1,321 - - - - 17,188

Total income and endowments 3,627,912 102,241 334,618 358,565 10,342 622,193 5,055,871

Expenditure on:
Raising funds 15,923 - - 3,389 - - 19,312
Charitable expenditure 2,442,260 138,163 316,048 151,332 2,881 548, 508 3,599,192

Total expenditure 2,458,183 138,163 316,048 154,721 2,881 548,508 3,618,504

Net operating profi t/(loss) 1,169,729 (35,922) 18,570 203,844 7,461 73,685 1,437,367

Gain/(Loss) on Investments 121,856 - - 626 - - 122,482

Net income/(expenditure) 1,291,585 (35,922) 18,570 204,470 7,461 73,685 1,559,849

Inter-branch transfers 244,176 37,433 (5,483) (244,523) (5,800) (25,803) -

Net income/(expenditure)
 Consolidated 1,535,761 1,511 13,087 (40,053) 1,661 47,882 1,559,849

Foreign exchange gains/(losses) 
 Fixed assets* - (108) (1,980) - - (953) (3,041)

Foreign exchange gains/(losses) Other* (17,746) (15,989) (25,689) 1,258 (1,459) 1,863 (57,762)

Net movement in funds 1,518,015 (14,586) (14,582) (38,795) 202 48,792 1,499,046

* Th ese fi gures do not refl ect a real profi t or loss in the Branches’ accounts during the year, but arise because the Society’s fi nancial statements are expressed in sterling. 
Since exchange rates move during the year, this has the eff ect of restating the opening balances of the Branches’ accounts in the fi nancial statements.
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Trinitarian Bible Society
Consolidated Balance Sheet
At 31 December 2021
 Unrestricted Restricted Designated Endowment Total Total

 Funds Funds Funds Funds  
      

£  £  £  £ £  £ 
Fixed assets:
Tangible assets 2,910,103 - - - 2,910,103 2,975,368

Investments 13,616 - - 2,360,210 2,373,826 2,267,062

  2,923,719 - - 2,360,210 5,283,929 5,242,430

Current assets:
Stocks & work in progress 1,158,506 2,260 - - 1,160,766 1,321,813

Debtors 450,674 1,673 - - 452,347 565,863

Investments 
 (< 1 year to maturity) 3,016,197 - - 555,865 3,527,062 2,070,648

Cash at bank & in hand 627,739 716,106 164,813 - 1,508,658 1,172,504

  5,253,116 720,039 164,813 555,865 6,693,833 5,130,828
Creditors 
Amounts falling due
 within one year 265,260 - - - 265,260 159,802

Net current assets 4,987,856 720,039 164,813 555,865 6,428,573 4,971,026

Net assets 7,911,575 720,039 164,813 2,916,075 11,712,502 10,213,456

Financed by:
Total Charity Funds 7,911,575 720,039 164,813 2,916,075 11,712,502 10,213,456

Note to the Summary Financial Statements

The summary fi nancial statements are only a summary of information included in the Society’s fi nancial 

statements and Trustees’ report.

These summarised fi nancial statements may not contain suffi  cient information to allow for a full 

understanding of the fi nancial aff airs of the Society. For further information, the full accounts, the Auditors’ 

report on those accounts and the Trustees’ Report should be consulted, copies of which can be obtained 

from the Society at William Tyndale House, 29 Deer Park Road, London SW19 3NN.

The Trustees’ Report and Financial Statements for 2021 were approved by the General Committee on 

18 July 2022 and signed on its behalf by G. D. Buss (Chairman) and R. A. Clarke (Treasurer). A copy has been 

submitted to the Charity Commission.

The report of the Auditors on the full accounts for the year ended 31 December 2021 was unqualifi ed.
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Europe

From England

Thank you for allowing me to give 

out remaining Gospel calendars. Apart 

from the last two years, I have put them 

through a thousand front doors here; over 

many years I distributed 12,999 calendars. 

The thirteen thousandth hung on our 

own home wall so that I could answer 

any phone calls about the message of 

the calendar readily. In the later distribu-

tion I received seven phone calls of text 

responses. How much our people need the 

ointment of God’s blessed Holy Word, His 

Love, Truth, Grace, and personal relation-

ship and saving.

From a prison in Scotland

I wanted to thank you for the gift of the 

copy of the Large Print Bible I received. One 

of our chaplains left it for me in my cell in 

January, and I have since been enjoying the 

Word daily. The small print edition, which 

was given to me earlier, is a treasure with its 

cross references, so I use it as well to help 

my weekly study. Although prison is not a 

great place to be in, I am thankful for God’s 

grace and faithfulness every day. Thank you 

for your ministry, and may the Lord bless you 

richly in all you do for His Name. 

From Greece

Greetings in the name of Jesus 

Christ our Lord. I am writing to inform you 

about how we distributed the calendars 

and Bibles you sent our ministry in Greece. 

It was a great blessing. Due to the restric-

tions we sent materials to the prison by 

post and courier services. Also we distrib-

uted to many local churches and refugee 

camps. It was a blessing. Glory to the Lord. 

Thanks so much for your kindness.

Africa
From 

Ghana

These photos 

[opposite and 

overleaf] show 

the distribution of 

Golden Thoughts 

Calendars in 

Ghana. 

TheWord of God
Among All Nations
Although certain phrases and expressions used in these letters may not be doctrinally accurate or in correct 
English, we reproduce the letters essentially as received, knowing that the Lord is using His Word to the glory of 
His Name and the furtherance of His Kingdom as the Scriptures are distributed among the nations of the world.

Golden Thoughts Calendars in Ghana
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From Zambia

We would like to begin by 

sincerely thanking you brethren for your 

support you have continued to render to 

us to reaching out to the people in our 

communities with the Gospel of our Lord 

Jesus Christ. Indeed the Bibles donated 

were a great tool in the hands of our 

evangelists which smoothly facilitated 

evangelism work in our communities. 

Upon receipt of the Bibles, some of the 

Bibles were donated to believers who had 

no copies of their own, and this was done 

during the conference and seminars while 

the rest of the Bibles were donated as we 

conducted our door to door evangelism 

outreaches. 

As we distributed the Bibles, people were 

so grateful and rejoiced that at last they 

had copies of their own Bibles in their 

hands. One of the recipients of the Bibles 

explained that as a family they depended 

only on one Bible which was also wearing 

out. This family further explained that the 

family would take turns to allow each family 

member to use the Bible during their per-

sonal devotions. Therefore, the family was 

so glad that at last they would have ample 

time to study God’s Word and this would 

help them grow spiritually and be able to 

reach out to others with the Gospel of Jesus 

Christ eff ectively. 

Another sister explained that for a longer 

period of time, she depended on a bor-

rowed Bible. She explained that sometimes 

she was denied once the owner was using 

it which made it very diffi  cult for her to 

study God’s Word effi  ciently. She further 

explained that for her to have a Bible in her 

hand was a miracle and a prayer answered. 

Among those who received the donated 

Bibles, many of them promised to put the 

Bibles to good use through their personal 

devotions, preaching, and Gospel outreach-

es. Still others promised to use the Bibles 

for Bible study as well as Sunday school or 

youth groups. 

As we were distributing these Bibles, it was 

a great privilege and opportunity for us 

to talk about the Gospel of the Lord Jesus 

Christ and in the process we saw many 

souls coming to the saving grace of our 

Lord Jesus Christ.

Golden Thoughts Calendars in GhanaGGGoolden Thoughts Calendars in Ghana

Distribution of Golden Thoughts Calendars in Ghana
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From Zimbabwe 

(via the Free Grace 

Evangelistic Association) 

In 2021 the Shona Bible was sent to print, 

and the Free Grace Evangelistic Association 

(FGEA) received 4,000 copies for distribu-

tion. The photos above show the arrival and 

distribution of some of these Bibles. 

From Kenya

I wish to thank God for the good 

work He is doing in you and through you 

to our brothers and sisters in the faith. We 

thank God for the powerful ministry He has 

entrusted to you. I and my congregation are 

thrilled for the anointed and inspiring mes-

sages and lessons we have been receiving 

from your Bibles. My heart is fi lled with a lot 

of joy as I write this letter to you. The Bibles 

have been so refreshing, encouraging and 

rebuking every time I go through them. ‘As

cold waters to a thirsty soul, so is good news 

from a far country’ (Proverbs 25.25).

From Uganda

We received all the thirty-four 

parcels that you sent to us, and we are so 

grateful for all the Scriptures that were 

sent. We have made all the eff ort we could 

to distribute them out. 600 copies were 

given to the mission coordinator, 300 copies 

to the brethren at the coast. The rest of 

the copies were given out to the regional 

brethren who used to come to monthly fel-

lowships and weekly meetings. The elders 

in the monthly fellowships represented 

those small fellowships in the villages. It is 

Calendar distribution in Kenya

Arrival and distribution of the Shona Bibles
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through them that we coordinated. The re-

sults from them were that they are grateful 

for the Scriptures. Thanks be to God.

Asia

From Nepal

A large print run of 17,000 Nepali 

Bibles was recently completed and sent to 

Nepali speakers in India and Nepal. Of these 

Bibles, 5,000 were sent to Siliguri, India 

and another 6,000 copies to Kalimpong, 

India. The remaining 6,000 Bibles went to 

Kathmandu, Nepal. The photo shared here 

is of a delivery of Nepali Bibles that arrived 

in Kathmandu. 

The Americas

From the USA

I’m so thankful to have received my 

copy of the Hebrew-Greek Bible published 

by TBS. I even used it today for my Greek 

translation assignment as I translated 

1 Thessalonians 1. It’s a great blessing to 

have the original languages of the Holy 

Scriptures together in one hardcover book. 

I am sincerely thankful. 

From Dominican Republic

Spanish Words of Life Calendars were 

distributed in the Dominican Republic.

From Uruguay

Spanish Golden Thoughts Calendars 

were distributed in Uruguay.

Bibles arriving in Nepal

A TBS Hebrew 
and Greek Bible 
in use

Calendar distribution 
in Uruguay

Calendar distribution in 
Dominican Republic
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The Aims of the Society

To publish and distribute the Holy 

Scriptures throughout the world in many 

languages.

To promote Bible translations which are 

accurate and trustworthy, conforming 

to the Hebrew Masoretic Text of the Old 

Testament, and the Greek Textus Receptus 

of the New Testament, upon which texts 

the English Authorised Version is based.

To be instrumental in bringing light and 

life, through the Gospel of Christ, to those 

who are lost in sin and in the darkness of 

false religion and unbelief.

To uphold the doctrines of reformed 

Christianity, bearing witness to the equal 

and eternal deity of God the Father, God 

the Son and God the Holy Spirit, One God 

in three Persons.

To uphold the Bible as the inspired, iner-

rant Word of God.

For the Glory of God and the Increase of 

His Kingdom through the circulation of 

Protestant or uncorrupted versions of 

the Word of God.

For introductory literature and 

catalogue please contact the Society.

Trinitarian Bible Society
William Tyndale House 

29 Deer Park Road

London SW19 3NN, England 

email: contact@tbsbibles.org

www.tbsbibles.org

QR640/AR191

ISSN  0049-4712

Spanish New Testament, Psalms,  

and Proverbs distribution 

in Dominican Republic
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