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This time, the contents of our Israel Magazine are mostly dominated by war 
in the past and war in the present. After the Second World War, many thought 
that such a catastrophe would never happen again. Modern man would have 
learned from the atrocities in the past. But the “nie wieder krieg” [never again 
war] is a utopia. Belief in it testifies to little human knowledge and little Bible 
knowledge. Those who know the Scriptures know that perilous times are 
ahead, wars and rumours of wars, among other things. Peter speaks of “blood, 
and fire, and vapour of smoke” (Acts 2:19).  
But that same Scripture also points us to the coming of the kingdom of God 
among Jews and Gentiles. Hitler and the devil have not been able to destroy 
God’s plan regarding the Jewish people. God the Father says in Psalm 2: “Yet 
have I set My King upon My holy hill of Zion” (verse 6).

Today’s events will not stop the coming of the kingdom of God. In fact, in the 
end everything will have to work for the fulness of the Gentiles to come in and 

for Israel to be saved (Romans 11:26). That will be the result of everything 
that happens to the world. That is why there is still hope for the proclamation 
of the Gospel among Jews and Gentiles. They don’t have the times against us, 
but with us.

That does not mean that we do not have an eye for what is happening on 
this earth in the meantime. Two powers fight against each other. For Satan, 
truth and human lives do not count. They do not have any pity at all. This 
wicked power has been defeated at Calvary. These are the last convulsions of 
his regime. We may ask with the disciples in Acts 1: “Lord, wilt Thou at this 
time restore again the kingdom to Israel?” (verse 6b). Let us learn from the 
answer of Zion’s King: “lt is not for you to know the times or the seasons, which 
the Father hath put in His own power” (verse 7b). And not only Israel, but: 
“And ye shall be witnesses unto Me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and 
in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth” (verse 8b).
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SERIES INTERVIEWS WITH VOLUNTEERS 4

A large number of volunteers is active for the Board. In 
this series, you will read contributions from these people, 
who often do important work in the background. In this 
fourth article, you can read an interview with I.M. Janse 

from the province of Zeeland, the 
Netherlands, who has been active 
for the Board since 2012. Irene 
is a member of the Home Front 
Committee of the Dekker family, of 
the Israel Committee Walcheren, 
and of the Education Committee. 
Together with her mother, she 
also sells Israel products, maps, 
etc. for the Board.

How did you become a volunteer?
It started when I began making cards from the most beautiful 
pictures I took in Israel. The proceeds from the sale of these 
cards went to the Board for Israel. Then in 2012, I was asked 
to become a member of the Home Front Committee of Rev. 
and Mrs. Dekker. They had long wished that Israel products 
could be sold through the Board, but that idea had not yet 
been adopted. So that is how it started from the Home Front 
Committee. We just bought nice things in Israel with our own 
resources, and we transferred all profits to the Board for Israel. 
In the long run, this caused some delay at customs. Then we 
looked for other ways and made a nice deal with the Israel 
products center in Nijkerk. We can order there with a substan-
tial discount and the profit can go to the Board. That is very 
kind of them. Our collection is always supplemented with our 
own unique products. 

What have you committed yourself to?
The aim is to create mutual connections 
between people, as well as interest in 
the work among the Jews. And in the 
meantime, we should not forget that the 
Jewish people hold a mirror up to us in 
several things, which can be seen in the 
products.

It was also fun to make items for the children such as colouring 
books, jigsaw puzzles, puzzle booklets, and a biblical quartet. 
My mother has been painting all her life and has made draw-
ings for these products.

What is involved in the sale of Israel products?
Before profit can be transferred as a gift to the Board, a lot of 
time has passed and work has been done! When sales markets 
were almost impossible due to corona, the annual yield was not 
even that much less. That gave me food for thought and it also 
gave me peace of mind. Transferring something costs less time. 
My mother has furnished a room in her house in Middelburg as 
an Israel store. It is open every Wednesday.

Is there anything else you would like to say to the readers 
of Israel Magazine?
There is much need in this broken world. There are so many 
charities that we can contribute to. But especially for the 
people of Israel, we need to show mercy. We can also be alert 
to this, by purchasing our necessities through ways in which we 
also help Israel.
 

The photo cards and other bestsellers can be 
ordered via www.fotokaartisrael.nl. 
Also take a look at www.kunstuitisrael.nl

Mirror

HONGARIJE
Family Rev. I. L. Zöld
Kishalom street, 35.2
Budapest, 1163
Hungary

 An olive 
branch, one of 
the photo cards 

for sale.

 Fishermen 
image is 

available as a 
jigsaw puzzle.
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During 
THE Raid

Spared

MEMORY
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Berkenweg is long and narrow. There 
is one long row of houses. There are 
no side streets which might be used to 
flee quickly. And on the other side of 
the road is a ditch. Yet the resistance 
several times dared to bring Jewish 
refugees along this street to number 75. 
Pieter Bakhuyzen lived there with his 
wife, Cornelia Geertruida Hoogendoorn. 
They received eleven children. In the 
war there were already six, and they 
were all still young. But small as the 
children were, they knew: “We were not 
allowed go upstairs, except only to say 
goodnight to the people in hiding when 
we went to bed. And we weren’t allowed 
to talk about them to anyone.”
Mrs. M. van Klaveren-Bakhuyzen is 84 
years old now; she was the second child 
in the family. She still vividly remem-
bers the people in hiding, at least their 
pseudonyms. Aunt Martha, Uncle Jan… 
What were their real names? “We never 

heard from the people in hiding after 
their departure. We don’t know if they 
survived the war. We only kept in touch 
with the last woman in hiding.”

On the folding bed
“Grandpa and Grandma Bakhuyzen 
lived here,” Mrs. Van Klaveren points 
out at the beginning of Berkenweg. That 
long row of houses was built on her 
grandfather’s farm. 
Number 75 has a dormer window at 
the back. “The people in hiding were in 
that room. The food was brought up to 
them.”
Father Bakhuyzen was in the resistance, 
together with butcher Bontekoe, drug-
gist Sturm, bicycle repairman Verbakel, 
and others. The resistance group pro-
vided food, because Bakhuyzen didn’t 
have much.
It must have been 1942 when the first 
person came. “It was Aunt Martha, a 
sweet old woman. She crocheted slip-
pers for all of the children in our family. 
Initially, she slept in the trundle bed 
with Mom and Dad in the bedroom, so 
they didn’t have much privacy. She was 
soon accommodated in the bedroom at 
the back. Two rooms were made in the 
loft for my brothers. 

Later, Aunt Martha went to another 
address. She died there. She was a small 
person, so butcher Bontekoe hid the 
body in the basket at the front of his 
bicycle and drove to the cemetery in 
Boskoop. She was secretly buried there.”

Raid
After Aunt Martha came Uncle Sjaak and 
Aunt Carolien: Jacob Samuel Horne-
man (1875-1949) and Carolina van 
Dijk (1881-1962). Their daughter Sari, 
married to the singer Max van Praag, 
survived the war at another hiding place 
in Boskoop. 
“Sometimes there suddenly were other 
people in hiding,” says Mrs. Van Klav-
eren. “I do not know why; as children we 
were not told anything. Mom and Dad 
had clearly said that we must never talk 
about it. And we didn’t.” 

The Germans held a raid. House after 
house was searched. “Dad was brave. 
Mom was always worrying, but when 
push came to shove, she kept a cool 
head. Uncle Sjaak and Aunt Carolien got 
out of bed and sat at the top of the stairs, 
right in front of the open front door, 
shivering. “Now we are lost. We must 
surrender!” But Mom dragged them 
away and said: “Lie in bed with your face 
to the wall and pretend to sleep.”
She was just coming out of the bedroom 
when the Germans stomped up the 
stairs. ‘That’s my Vater and Mutti!’ said 
Mom.”
A soldier shone a flashlight under their 
bed but left the couple undisturbed. The 
Germans went away without taking the 
Jews with them. “Then my parent and 
the people in hiding thanked God. A few 
houses further, near Osnabrugge, Mas-
ter Frank, the Jewish head of the public 
school in Boskoop, was in hiding. During 
the raid, he stepped into the gutter and 

They didn’t have much space. They didn’t 
trust their neighbours. And the young 
children could have betrayed the secret. 
Nevertheless, the Bakhuyzen couple in 
Boskoop, the Netherlands, for years offered 
Jewish people a hospitable shelter where 
they could hide.

Fré Helder-Goudeket 
(2nd from left), the former 
woman in hiding, at Kees 

Bakhuyzen’s wedding. Fourth 
and fifth from the left are M. 

van Klaveren-Bakhuyzen 
and her husband.

L. Vogelaar
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lay down on top of the dormer window. 
They did not find him.”

To the shed
Later, the people in hiding had to leave 
Bakhuyzen. “They became careless. 
Apparently, they did not want to wait 
for Mom to empty their pot, so Uncle 
Sjaak emptied it in the gutter. Mom 
and Dad did not trust the neigh-
bours in the other half of the 
semi-detached house, and they 
could have seen it. In the dark, 
Dad took the two people in hiding 
to the shed at his nursery. That 
was some distance away, past the 
pumping station. He made a fence 
behind the shed with reed mats, so 
that they could get some fresh air 
unseen.”
Dad brought food there every day. 
“A pan in a burlap sack, or in a bas-
ket, or in a bucket, another time in 
his pannier, not always in the same 
way, deliberately. 
Another farmer, father’s cousin 
Klaas Bakhuyzen, once curiously 
came to look at father’s farm, while 
he had no business there. The 
people in the shed were fright-
ened. But he found nothing and 
left again. Father had hung large 
tobacco leaves in front of the 
window at the side of the shed, 
ostensibly to dry. That way no one 
could see inside, but that made it quite 
dark.”
A third person came to hide in the shed, 
Uncle Jan. But it didn’t work with three 
people in a small space.”

Out of prison
The next people in hiding were again in 
the upstairs room. “First came Saar Löw 
(her pseudonuym was Annie),” says Mrs. 

Van Klaveren. “She did a lot of sewing 
for my mother on the landing. We often 
got children’s clothes from relatives.”
At first, Saar had lived at a different 
address in Boskoop. She was arrested 
together with the person who had 
provided her shelter. In August 1943, 
police officer Haitze Wiersma freed 

them from the police cell 
in Boskoop. He also went into 

hiding himself.
After Saar, a young man came to the 
Bakhuyzen family. He made beautiful 
dolls, but there was something strange 
about him. He wanted to be tucked in 
every night. Did he long for his mother?
The next Jewish person in hiding was 
Settie. “She was a chic girl. After the war 
she became a flight attendant.”

Milk every day
Ria was the last to arrive. “She came on 
November 19, 1944, my sister’s birthday. 
I later thought she looked Jewish, but 
she didn’t think so. That is why she, as 
the only one of the people in hiding, 
simply joined our family. She went to 
her parents with my mother, because 

there were still uncles and aunts 
of Ria’s age in the house. Those 
were very pleasant meetings. I do 
not know whether the other family 
members knew or suspected that 
Ria was a Jewess.”

No one was allowed to go out at 
night. Bakhuyzen and Osnabrugge, 
however, went to the railway in the 
dark and demolished a sleeper from 
a cow crossing. They took it with 
them, because there was a great 
lack of fuel. “Because my father 
did not trust the neighbours, he 
had to try and cut the sleeper into 
pieces without them noticing. 
Father was not afraid to take risks, 
because later he invited a German 
soldier who had to guard the rail-
way crossing to come and warm 
up over the stove in which the 
pieces of sleeper were burned. In 
return, my father asked him to 
write a letter so that we could get 

a liter of milk every day. This is how that 
German helped maintain our family and 
the people in hiding. When the baby got 
milk, we would wait around it. One of us 
was allowed to lick the mouth. That was 
a bonus for us in that last winter of war.”
It was quite a task to provide food for the 
families and their people in hiding. “In 
father’s shed, with shuttered windows, 
Nol Bontekoe illegally slaughtered pigs.”
Bible
After the liberation, it turned out that 

Fré Helder-
Goudeket’s identity 

card from 1941
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Ria’s real name was 
Frederika Esther (Fré) 

Goudeket. She was 20 years 
old. One Saturday, Father 

took her to B.C. Street. That is what we 
call Burgermeester Colijnstraat here. 
Skipper Bos lived there. He wanted to 
take Fré to Amsterdam, where she came 
from. 
A couple stepped on board at the lock 
at Rijneveld. They were Fré’s parents! 
They did not know where they had been 
hiding or whether they had survived the 
war. And now they found each other on 
the ship.
During the trip to Amsterdam, Fré 
showed her parents the Bible that 
she had received from the Bakhuyzen 
couple. Disappointed, she came to skip-
per Bos and said, “I can’t keep it; do you 
want it?”
He saw her again a year later when 
she was a hostess on a tour boat. They 
waved at each other. However, the Bible 
remained in the skipper’s cupboard for 
55 years. “When Bos retired, he tried 
to find Fré. She had only told him 
that she had been at Berkenweg.  Bos 
found out that she had been in our 

house. In 2010, he contacted me and I 
received the Bible. I have taken it to the 
Boskoop museum. They also have Fré’s 
identity card there. After the war she 
married Jacques Helder. When it was 
one of our birthdays, she sent a card. In 
our house Kees, my little brother, was 
her favourite. On the Saturday she left 
our family, she said: “If I get married, 
will you come to my wedding?” He was 
barely four years old at the time. But 
when he got married, Fré was one of the 

guests.” 
“Your family has always been on the 
right side,” Fré wrote to Kees Bakhuyzen 
in 1988. She said that her husband had 
taken early retirement. He had been in 
Kamp Amersvoort because he refused to 
work for the Germans and, as a result, 
his health was still not good.

Tribute
The children only later realized that 
Piet and Corrie Bakhuyzen had put their 
lives on the line by taking Jews into their 
homes. “Father was very anti-German 
and he was a go-getter. Mother knew the 
grief that is caused by a war. Her brother 
Kees had died in action on May 10, 1940, 
in Katwijk. He was 23 years old. We 
have kept a letter from the people who 
found it, and also a letter that Grandma 
Hoogendoorn received from Queen Wil-
helmina after the liberation. My brother 
was named after him in 1941.
Our parents did a lot for other people. 
As a tribute to them, a tree has been 
planted in Israel.”

 A 
letter to Kees 

Bakhuyzen from 
1988.

M. van Klaveren-
Bakhuyzen in front 

of 75 Berkenweg, outside 
Boskoop, the house where 

her parents sheltered 
persecuted Jews.
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For the Kids!
 

  Shalom,  Shalom,
  Boys and   Boys and 

  Girls!  Girls!
Do you want to know more 

about Israel? Then take a 

look at the website 

onderwijsenisrael.nl. 

As you can read on 
this page, this 

website has been 
updated. Take a 

quick look, also at 
the new logo! 

- You can request a presentation package via the website.

- There is a lot of information on the website, for example, for a 

paper for school.

Do you
   know?

Renewed website

Questions
about the new

website
Question 1: 

From which tree do you see a 
branch in the logo?

Question 2: 
Read Hosea 14 and look for the verse about 
this tree. Write down which verse this is.

Question 3: 
What else do you see 

in the logo?

Israel Magazine 26-03 - July 2022   8Israel Magazine 26-03 - July 2022   8 27-08-22   09:0027-08-22   09:00



For the Kids!

 

Recently, the renewed website onderwijsenisrael.nl was put into use. First of all, it is aimed at students, for example, when preparing a speech, a paper, or a presentation. Or simply because you like to learn all about Israel. You will find information about the country, about religion, about Jewish customs, and about the history of the people, such as: •  How long is the Jordan River? • What does “bar mitzvah” mean? • What holidays do the Jews have? • How did modern Israel come about? • Where is a place to commemorate   Jews who were killed?

Purposely, the language has been kept simple. This does not alter the fact that “adults” can also find a wealth of information on the website. The website will be continuously improved and expanded. 

Call 
for teachers!

In particular, we would like 
to encourage teachers to provide 

suggestions for topics, and to contribute 
ideas for using and developing teaching 

materials. Please send comments to 
hligtenberg@solcon.nl.

Renewed website
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It is Purim at the time of writing. The story of Queen Esther is 
heard in every synagogue. The whole book is read. Also in the 
Messianic congregations, attention is given to the feast of Purim. 
Traditionally, every year on Purim, I preach from the Book of 
Esther. During the preparation, my mind wandered to the terrible 
war in Ukraine. There are remarkable parallels to the history sur-
rounding Esther and Haman.

Suddenly, an aggressor arose in Persia! One man had in mind the 
destruction of an entire nation. It was even clinched with a glass 
of wine. We read in Esther 3:15b: “And the king and Haman sat 
down to drink; but the city Shushan was perplexed.”
The destruction of the nation of Israel was celebrated by Haman 
and the king in a social gathering. But the city Shushan was 
perplexed. To the Jews it was obvious that they would be 
exterminated.

Hasn’t this history already repeated itself 
several times? The Germans probably 
also raised their glasses at the Wannsee 
Conference in 1942. At the invitation of 
Nazi leader Reinhard Heydrich, fifteen 
high-ranking Nazi officials decided in two 
hours on a “final solution” to the “Jewish 
question” (Enlösing der Judenfrage). And 
now, in 2022, an aggressor is rising again who 
has in mind the destruction of an entire country. 
The sermon is translated into Russian and Spanish 
for those members who are not proficient in Hebrew. The 
word “aggressor” is not a problem, as it is the same word in both 
Russian and Spanish. The application can be made quickly in the 
sermon. The people have no problem with it.

In the congregation, we have families from Russia and Ukraine. 
Thankfully, it did not cause any tension between us. There 
are congregations where there is a lot of tension among Rus-
sian-speaking members. Emotions can run high between those 
who are pro-Putin and those who are anti-Putin. 
I found Sveta’s response in our congregation most endearing. She 
and her husband are Russian. She called me and said: “I have 
called all members from Ukraine and apologized for what my 
country is doing to them. I have said that I am so sorry and that I 
pray for Ukraine.” 

Several weeks before the war broke out, prayers were requested 
for the difficulties in Belarus and Ukraine. There is also a family 

from Belarus. We don’t have a church magazine, so people share 
their prayer points after the sermon. In this way, we can sympa-
thize with each other in joy and sorrow.
Crying, old Ilana comes to the service. She walks with a cane and 
Deacon Ari has to pick her up step by step from her two-storey 
apartment and bring her home. She has one daughter who lives 
in Kiev. The war is heartbreaking for Ilana. Her daughter cannot 
get out of Kiev so far. 

Yasmine (84) has taken over the care of the grandchildren of 
her sister who died of a tumor in the Ukrainian city of Sumi. 
The family considers her their grandmother. We also met their 
“grandchild” Dimitri in Israel. He is newly married and now 
serves as a volunteer in the military. Yasmine is a fiery spirit, and 

she is our best “evangelist.” She always has tracts in her bag 
and hands them out everywhere. Her zeal is also evi-

dent today. She has many friends in Russia. “They 
need to know,” she keeps shouting. “I can’t go 

back to Ukraine to fight, but I’m also a sol-
dier! I constantly send information to Russia 
by WhatsApp; the zombies have to wake up 
there! They don’t know the truth!”

Robert hasn’t attended the church services 
very long. He has a nephew in Kiev. We pray 

that evening for all family members in particu-
lar. This compassion has done Robert so well, as 

he is not used to such things. At home he immediately 
calls his sister who lives in Paris and says: “I know that you 

are an atheist, but whether you like it or not, do you know that 
your son is being prayed for in the Protestant congregation in 
Nazareth?” This moved his sister, who was so nervous about her 
son that she spontaneously said: “Oh, then I want to become a 
Protestant, too.”

It is our prayer that the Lord will work in the hearts of the 
Ukrainian people. We don’t know what will happen tomorrow. 
But in the congregation of Nechama, especially on Purim, there 
are many prayers for Ukraine and its sympathetic (Jewish) presi-
dent. He also belongs to the covenant nation. We also prayed for 
the aggressor. The Lord can fire a fiery dart into his heart or, like 
Haman, overthrow him. On Purim, we focused in particular on 
Esther 4:15-16. May the Lord grant that we should exercise this 
praying and fasting a lot in the closet.

MLD

COLUMN
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Emergency Aid
for uKRAINE

TOPICAL

From the outset, aid was provided on 
a large scale worldwide and also in the 
Netherlands. This aid is to shelter the 
large number of refugees but also to 
bring food and medicines to the country 
itself, from our congregations as well.
Immediately after the outbreak of 
the war, the Board for Special Needs, 
the Board for Israel, and the SOEGG 
Foundation joined forces to be able to 
offer help together. These organizations 
have had close contacts with Christian 
congregations and hospitals, especially 
in Zhytomyr province, for many years. 
Through these contacts, it is possible to 
offer help in such a way that it actually 
reaches the people who need this. 
In the meantime (mid-April), the 
collaborating organizations 
have sent ten aid transports 
to the country. Other 
organizations that provide 
aid received financial sup-

port from the emergency fund as well, so 
that they could also organize multiple 
transports. The resources – food, care, 
and medical goods, such as bandages – 
are brought to the places where they are 
needed in Ukraine through a network of 
congregations.
The hospitals in Zhytomyr are sup-
ported in their care of the many injured. 

These hospitals have been provided 
with all kinds of medical equipment by 
the SOEGG over the past sixteen years, 
which means that they are now better 
able to provide medical interventions 
and care than the average hospital in 
Ukraine. However, three hospitals were 
damaged by rocket fire.
We are grateful for the many sponsors 

This past February 24, a terrible and brutal 
war broke out in Ukraine when Russia 
invaded the neighboring country. Since 
then, two months have passed, and the 
large numbers of victims and extensive 
destruction are becoming more and more 
public.

Pastor Yuri Ivanov 
of the Jewish-Christian 

congregation Bridge of Life 
in Chisinau, Moldavia, with two 
refugees from Ukraine. Refugees 

are also helped in poverty-stricken 
Moldavia. This congregation 

receives help from our 
emergency fund.
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for the financial resources that have 
been donated. At the time of writing 
(April 14), the proceeds are no less than 
1.3 million euros. 
In addition to financial gifts, private 
individuals or churches offer help in the 
form of transport, donated food, and 
shelter for refugees. An example of this 
is Ridderkerk, where the local churches 
work together in the shelter, located in 
an office that has been quickly made 
suitable. We hear of many such initia-
tives, and it is really heartwarming.
Continued assistance is necessary for 
the foreseeable future. As long as the 
war rages on, refugees will remain in our 

country and countless refu-
gees from the east are also 
given shelter. They all need 
long-term help. And when the war 
comes to an end – hopefully soon – help 
will still be needed for the country in 
which so much has been devastated. 
It is our prayer that the Lord will bless 
the aid, so that people will be helped. 
But also, that these people in need may 
hear the Word of God. That is why Bibles 
and good books are distributed. Services 
are also held in which Rev. Margulis 
speaks and which can be followed via 
a livestream. This pastor, with whom 
we have been in contact for 22 years, 

currently resides in the 
Netherlands and he also 

offers pastoral assistance 
to groups of refugees in Nun-

speet, Opheusden, Ridderkerk, and 
Utrecht. 
We hope to keep you informed about 
the emergency aid through articles, 
newsletters, and via our websites. I also 
ask you to remember this aid in your 
prayers.

On behalf of the collaborating organiz-
ations,,

J.J. de Jong

Food aid from the 
soup kitchen of the 

Jewish-Christian congrega-
tion of Beit Emet in Zhytomyr. 

The bread comes from the 
Netherlands.
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In early February, the Hungarian government announced that 
some of the COVID-19 restrictions would be gradually lifted, and 
that daily life would return to normal. The inhabitants followed 
the fluctuations in the pandemic figures and made plans for 
this year, hoping it would be different from the past two years. 
Suddenly, however, the news was full of what started in Ukraine. 
It shows us that humanity worldwide today has no time for peace 
and for hope. After a tragic pandemic, we are now immediately 
faced with a war that no one can predict how it will end. Crowds 
of people had to leave their destroyed houses overnight, running 
to dark, unknown situations. God-fearing people who read and 
study the Holy Bible know very well that this was prophesied 
many centuries ago. It is painful for us to see so much suffering, 
but everything is happening step by step as it is written. 

When the influx of refugees from Kiev started, we were asked 
with one of my friends to help two Jewish mothers and three very 
young children. They had to be transported from the border of 
Ukraine to Budapest. It was at the beginning of the war, when 
crossing the border could take up to three days. The wealthier 
people came by car, but the people who couldn’t go by car were 
waiting in line at the border in the open air. One of the mothers’ 
apartments had been attacked; they had to stay in a cellar for 
six days and six nights. They travelled with their friends who had 

relatives in Italy, but this young lady had no relatives abroad. 
Those days you could not even find a single hotel room in Hun-
gary up to 120 kilometers from the Ukrainian border. We picked 
them up at three in the morning in a very dark and freezing night, 
when both mothers and the children arrived from different places 
in Ukraine. We waited for them with food, drinks, and chocolate. 

The atmosphere in the car was mixed. They were very tired, the 
children were crying, and they had no idea where they were going. 
When we told them who we were and why we were helping them, 
they relaxed a little. The next morning after breakfast, we could 
pray and read from the Bible and preach the Gospel for them. 
Later, a Christian family offered them a cottage not far from 
Budapest. They are now in a safe place.

The days of war teach me not to give up and not to shy away from 
praying and preaching the Word. Christian people must encour-
age one another not to worry.  No one can add one cubit to his 
stature by being worried. But it is certainly a time of trial with 
hope and comfort from God despite war.

Rev. I.L. Zöld

COLUMN

Hope and Comfort 
Despite War   
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Special experience
In my diary of Thursday, May 1, 2014, 
I read: “A full but wonderful program 
awaits us today, the Wailing Wall, bar 
mitzvah, synagogue, etc. It is not that 
busy early in the morning. This allows 
us to have a good look at everything. 
When I try to take a picture of an old 
Jew at the entrance of the synagogue, on 
the left of the square, he is grumpy. This 
in contrast to another who actually sits 
down and probably poses for tourists 
more often. Against the Wailing Wall 
stands the Aron Hakodesh (Holy Ark) 
with valuable Torah scrolls. One bows, 
moves, and prays, facing west. Then it 
will be easier for God to hear it, they 
think.
Everyone can come here. The Jew bases 
this on a text from Solomon’s prayer, 
which states that the “stranger, that is 
not of Thy people Israel, but cometh out 

of a far country” may seek God’s face in 
Jerusalem” (1 Kings 8:41). 
Women stay on their own half of the 
square. All men, including us, wear 
kippahs or yarmulkes [caps]. There are 
white ones in a box at the entrance, 
for anyone who doesn’t have one with 
them. Between the stones of the wall are 
many prayer notes.”

Crumpled notes in crevices
Many Jewish and non-Jew-
ish visitors put a note in the 
Wailing Wall after saying a 
prayer. This ritual probably 
originated in the eighteenth 
century when Rabbi Chaim 
ibn Attar instructed a needy 
man to place an amulet 
between the stones of the 
wall. 
The idea of prayer notes is 

in line with Jewish tradition, which 
believes that the divine presence has 
never separated from the wall and that 
human prayers still ascend to heaven 
through the Western Wall. 
On the eve of Rosh Hashanah, 
Rabinovitch, the rabbi of the Wailing 
Wall, puts hundreds of letters for the 
Almighty between the stone crevices 
during a ceremony of the Israel postal 
service. People from Canada, Sweden, 
Ukraine, Nigeria, and other countries 
ask God for help and protection. “Please 
put an end to corona, take care of my 
critically ill wife, wilt Thou break my 
loneliness, I earn too little to live on, 
please remember me…” There are many 
messages to God.

Shortly before the Jewish holidays in the fall, the Israel Post is extremely busy. The postal 
services are then expected to give every letter, card, scrap, or even a notebook with a 
“Letter to God” a good place in the worn crevices between the large, light yellow Wailing 
Wall stones. This bustle already starts in September, before Rosh Hashanah, the Jewish 
New Year, begins. Who are all these letters from? What’s in them? Where do they end up? 
And … Hezekiah once spread the blasphemous letters he received from Sennacherib in 
that very spot before the Lord.

Letters
Spread Before God

A. Karens, presenter

14 Israel Magazine September 2022  Israel Magazine September 2022 15 

Israel Magazine 26-03 - July 2022   14Israel Magazine 26-03 - July 2022   14 27-08-22   09:0127-08-22   09:01



In 2018, an envelope was 
discovered between the 
stones containing 507 
signed checks, which repre-
sented a value of no less 
than half a billion dollars. 
These turned out to come 
from an African country. 
Sadly, all the checks 
bounced, a police spokesman said.

Ritual cleaning
Just before Rosh Hashanah, the West-
ern Wall is cleaned, and all notes are 
removed. This biannual ritual took 
place for the last time with precautions 

against contamination 
with the coronavirus. 
Workers then wore masks 
and held their sticks with 
gloves as they took the 
paper notes from “God’s 
mailbox.” The removed 
prayer notes are buried 
along with other dam-
aged religious texts in a 
“genizah,” a repository of 
religious scriptures. It is 
located on the Mount of 
OIives.

When I allow 
the above aspect of the Jewish “do-reli-
gion” to sink in, I think of the Lord Jesus’ 
conversation with the Samaritan woman 
in John 4: “Our fathers worshipped in 
this mountain; and ye say, that in Jeru-
salem is the place where men ought to 
worship” (verse 20). The Lord Jesus then 
answers: “But the hour cometh, and 
now is, when the true worshippers shall 
worship the Father in spirit and in truth 
…” (verse 23a). Hezekiah’s was such a 
prayer, in spirit and in truth, for he went 
up into the house of the Lord.

Spread-out letters
When Hezekiah receives the threatening 
and slanderous letters of the Assyrian 
messengers, he takes refuge in the tem-
ple, close to where the Wailing Wall now 
stands. There the king of Israel spreads 
out the letters before his great King.  A 
symbolic act, in childlike confidence! In 

all distress and misery, there is 
no better place.
How he must have begged 
there to the living God. We 
read about it in Isaiah 37:17: 
“Incline Thine ear, O LORD, 
and hear; open Thine eyes, 
O LORD, and see: and hear 
all the words of Sennacherib, 

which hath sent to reproach the living 
God.” In fact, he says here the same as 
Joshua: “What wilt Thou do unto Thy 
great Name?” (Joshua 7:9c). Hezekiah, 
by grace, like his great Master, has God’s 
glory in view first. After that and besides 
that, his own salvation and that of his 
people. In his soul he says: “Not unto 
us, O LORD, not unto us, but unto Thy 
Name give glory, for Thy mercy, and for 
Thy truth’s sake” (Psalm 115:1). If we 
may thus lay down our prayer before 
God, it is good. Anywhere in the world, 
even if it were at the Wailing Wall.

 “Arise for our help, and redeem us 
 for Thy mercies’ sake.” 
 (Psalm 44:26)

14 Israel Magazine September 2022  Israel Magazine September 2022 15 

Israel Magazine 26-03 - July 2022   15Israel Magazine 26-03 - July 2022   15 27-08-22   09:0127-08-22   09:01



Would you please consider supporting this worthy cause?
www.ezraforisrael.ca/donate-today/

Canadian Charity: 815441563 RR0001

Contact info:
Ezra For Israel
PO Box 178
Diamond City, AB T0K 0T0

Telephone: (403) 553-3582
Cell Phone: (403) 308-0083
Email Address: info@ezraforIsrael.ca

Financial Overview for Ezra for Israel Total Budget 2022: $120,000

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Received as of Aug. 1 ‘22

Remaining to goal

Ezra for Israel

As the Board of Ezra for Israel, we would like to sincerely thank you for the 

support shown thus far in 2022. We would like to continue to wholeheartedly 

recommend the work in Israel to your generosity. May the Lord bless your 

gracious offerings for their intended purposes and to the honour of His Name.

Thank You!

presents

“SING-ALONG FOR ISRAEL”

October 21, 2022, at 7 PM MST

a virtual sing-along evening 

with organist Pieter Heykoop 

in the Grote Kerk in Dordrecht

This is a fundraising evening for Yad Nechama - 

the used clothing store in Nazareth

Or visit
www.ezraforisrael.ca/event/sing-along-for-israel/

Scan to reach 
the sing-along

Bible Quartet

Well-done drawings give parents 
and children the opportunity to 
engage in conversations about the 
Bible.
Purchase your own “Go Fish” style 
card game today for just $15.00!

Don’t Forget!

Visit www.ezraforisrael.ca/shop 
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