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Dear Israel friends,

Once again, much was written about the Jewish people in the news. 
The Rights Forum Foundation made an absurd demand. Dutch 
universities were requested by the director of this organization to 
disclose all contacts with Israeli and Jewish institutions, including 
organizations that only fight anti-Semitism. All correspondence of 
the past ten years between the universities and Jewish institutions 
in the Netherlands is claimed.
Apparently, such a request can be made on the basis of the Dutch 
Public Access to Government Information Act. Of course there is 
nothing against transparency, but if combating anti-Semitism 
already seems suspicious, this raises questions. The website of this 
forum now states that the request was made on behalf of academics 
and students. These students did not dare to do it themselves for 
fear of possible career damage. On the website of The Rights Forum, 

the “Nieuw Israëlitisch Weekblad” (New Israelite Weekly) is now 
accused of a smear campaign. We are not getting involved in this 
discussion here. It is, however, astonishing that it does not seem to 
be sensed what such a request does to a population group that has 
undergone centuries of persecution and destruction. It is good that 
we do not forget!
Also in this issue, we draw attention to the suffering inflicted on the 
Jewish people. For example, Rev. Dekker takes us to the first Holo-
caust museum in the world, on Mount Zion. Combating anti-Sem-
itism is a priority for us. But let us not stop there. You will also 
find an article on the Delitzsch translation. Our top priority is to 
spread the message that unites Jews and Gentiles. That message 
leaves no room for hatred of Jews or hatred of Palestinians. In our 
congregation in Nazareth, Jews and Arabs live together as brothers. 
We conclude that only the message of the crucified Christ brings 
true peace and that “His Rights” are beneficial to Jews and Gentiles.

ISRAEL
Family Rev. M.L. Dekker 
POB 2156,
Nof haGalil (Nazareth-Illit)
1751508 Israel

HUNGARY
Family Rev. I.L. Zöld
Kishalom Street, 35.2
Budapest, 1163
Hungary

An expression of support is very 
much appreciated!
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SERIES INTERVIEWS WITH VOLUNTEERS (3)

A large number of volunteers is active for the Board. In 
this series, you will read contributions from these people, 
who often do important work in the background. In this 
third article, Deacon L. Joosse from Aagtekerke will give 
impressions of a journey to Israel. He has been involved in 
presentation and fundraising since 2004 and has been a 
Board member since 2019.

The Jewish people and Heidelberg – that was the area of 
tension during our journey to Israel. After all, Heidel-
berg is located in Germany. A combination of Jews and 
Germany gives many thoughts and memories. Now the 
ancient Heidelberg Catechism had been published in 
Hebrew. It was presented at a meeting with the small 
group of Messianic pastors in Israel. The purpose of 
the meeting was to pass on this important confession 
to these pastors.

We went to Yad Hashmona, near Jerusalem, where 
we met. Our ministers explained the great value of the biblical 
doctrines from the Heidelberg Catechism and the application 
thereof. The three themes (misery, deliverance, thankfulness), 
the two ways, and the one Name, that need to be known unto 
salvation, for Jews and Gentiles.

They listened with great attention. The fear that bringing 
something from Heidelberg to Israel might evoke resistance 
turned out to be completely unfounded. They agreed with the 
doctrine of the total depravity of man, the only way to sal-
vation in the great Son of David, Jesus of Nazareth, and the 
desire to serve and fear Him in the life of thankfulness to His 
glory. Many questions were asked and answered, and it was 

a good meeting. Culture and language disappear into the back-
ground when it comes to God’s work in the hearts of sinners. 
With amazement we saw that the Holy Spirit works in the same 
way all over the world.

Later, we attended a meeting in the congregation in Nazareth, 
where our worker in Israel (now Rev.) M.L. Dekker has been 
given a place. “In addition to preaching God’s Word,” our 
brother said, “I have begun to explain the catechism in the 
evening service. This evening I will preach about Lord’s Day 
3.” I thought, Lord’s Day 3? Oh, when the churchgoers hear it 
being explained, they will run away, because this Lord’s Day 
teaches us: Created good, fallen deep, and totally depraved. 
“Except,” concludes this Lord’s Day, “we are regenerated by the 
Spirit of God.”

The people listened quietly and attentively. No one ran away. 
After the service, I had a conversation with a woman. She said: 
“That is a wonderful booklet!” She put one hand on the booklet 
and one on her heart. “I experience in my heart what is written 
in this booklet.” Have you ever listened to the explanation of 
the Heidelberg Cat-
echism like that?

The Jewish People and Heidelberg?

Conference 
in 2008 for the 
introduction of 
the Heidelberg 

Catechism

 Rev. C. 
Neele and Board 
member L. Joosse 

during a journey in 
2010

Mr. 
(now Rev.) and 
Mrs. Dekker, 
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Holocaust Museum
in the Shadows

Visitors to Jerusalem often enter the 
Old City through the Jaffa Gate. If they 
don’t immediately dive into “The Shuk” 
[a marketplace], they walk through the 
Armenian quarter to the next gate, the 
battered Zion Gate. The bullet holes 
from the 1948 war are clearly visible. 
This gate leads to Mount Zion, which is 
dominated by a large Roman Catholic 
Church, the Dormition Abbey, rebuilt 
by the German Emperor Wilhelm II. 
It is believed that Mary died here and 
ascended to heaven. 
Next to it is the alleged tomb of David, a 
holy place for the religious Jews. In the 
rooms opposite is the Hall of the Last 
Supper. As you walk out of this complex 
towards the east, you suddenly see a 
sign that reads “Chamber of the Holo-

caust” with a Star of David. The world’s 
first Holocaust museum is located here.

Remembering and mourning
The Chamber of the Holocaust was opened 
by the Ministry of Religious Services on 
December 30, 1949, as a memorial to 
the Jewish Nazi victims. The ashes of 
murdered Jews were interred from the 
Oranienburg concentration camp. They 
also came into possession of deconse-
crated Torah scrolls from Nazi Europe. 
In the early years, large groups of Jews 
came to Mount Zion to remember the 
loved ones they had lost. Many did not 
even know where their relatives had 
died. Here they found a place to mourn 
them.
In 1953, Yad Vashem, the official 
memorial to the Holocaust, was estab-

lished on Mount Herzl by the govern-
ment. This sparked a dispute with the 
Chief Rabbinate, who considered Mount 
Zion a more appropriate place to com-
memorate the Holocaust because of the 
presence of David’s tomb. They consider 
this a symbol of the promise that the 
Messiah, the Son of David, will come.

Death and doom
If you visit the small museum, you will 
immediately notice the dark and sad 
atmosphere. The building dates from 
the Crusader era. The thick, rough walls 
and the scant lighting give an uneasy 
feeling. And that is the intention. Who 
could ever feel comfortable being con-
fronted with one of the greatest crimes 
in world history? 
Jews will mourn their history here. To 
this day, they all have to deal with the 
consequences of the Holocaust. Gentiles 
from the nations will walk around with a 
heavy heart, asking: How could this ever 
have happened in Christian Europe?
Everything in the museum speaks of 

the death and demise of the Jewish 
people. A number of objects came 
to Jerusalem immediately after 

Mount Zion in Jerusalem is visited by 
millions of people, but most pass by the 
world’s first Holocaust Museum. The 
Chamber of the Holocaust is a place to 
remember and commemorate, as well as to 
mourn the millions of Jewish victims of the 
satanic Nazi regime. 

The first 
Holocaust 

museum in the 
world

Statue 
of the Warsaw 

Ghetto boy
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the war. We see a Torah scroll, 
stained with blood. The Nazis 
used the scroll to wrap a mur-
dered rabbi in it, thus profaning 
the Word of God.
We also see objects in a few show-
cases that testify to the unimaginable 
anti-Semitism of the Nazis. The parch-
ment of scrolls was used as linings for 
bags, as soles for shoes, and even to 
strengthen lampshades. They are some 
silent witnesses of anti-Semitism. Even 
worse is the soap made from human fat. 
It makes you nauseous.
The museum also has a coat worn by a 
Nazi officer, made up of pieces of parch-
ment from a Torah scroll, to provoke the 

Jews. He commissioned a Jewish 
tailor to make the coat. The 

tailor deliberately used the chapter 
Deuteronomy 28, in which 98 curses are 
written, for the coat. The officer had no 
knowledge of Hebrew and did not know 
what he was wearing. The sadistic offi-
cer was actually cursing himself. Bitter 
Jewish humour.

Remembrance stones
Walls inside and outside the museum 
are covered with more than a thousand 
memorial stones, which resemble 
tombstones. Each stone recalls a Jewish 
city or community that was destroyed 
during the Holocaust. There is an 
impressive outdoor area where the walls 
are tiled from top to bottom with rows 
of “tombstones.” We come across many 

Polish, Ukrain-
ian, and Hungarian names. It makes 
you dizzy when you walk past it. In 
your mind you picture all those people 
that such a stone represents, all those 
“shtetls” (Jewish communities) in East-
ern Europe that have been swept away. 
The inhabitants were transported to 
the extermination camps like cattle for 
slaughter. 
At the very back we find one Dutch 
stone, with the name Den Haag-Scheve-
ningen. In the museum there is also a 
memorial stone for the Jewish Philip 
Van Dam family from Rotterdam, placed 
by the only surviving son and his wife. 
Mother Van Dam was probably gassed 
with her four children after arriving in 
Auschwitz.

Yad Vashem
The Holocaust Museum on Mount Zion 
cannot be matched with the grandiose 
Yad Vashem. That is not necessary. Yad 

Vashem aims to provide an overview 
of the history of the Holocaust and has 
been particularly successful in doing so. 
The Chamber of the Holocaust has a very 
different objective. When you walk in, it 
actually feels like you are visiting a large 
cemetery. The endless rows of memorial 
stones with all those names underline 
that feeling. 

A visit to Yad Vashem should 
certainly not be missed on your 
Israel trip! If you haven’t visited Yad 
Vashem, you haven’t actually been to 
Israel. The history of the Holocaust is 
inextricably linked to the country.
On your next visit to Israel, the Chamber 
of the Holocaust on Mount Zion is well 
worth a visit. Even though it is in the 
shadow of Yad Vashem, it is still good to 
pause on your journey to reflect on one 
of the worst excesses of anti-Semitism, 
in order to sympathize with the Jewish 
people.
At the entrance of the museum stands a 
girl, Stella Knobel, with a briefcase and a 
bear, as a memorial to the half a million 
murdered children. She received the 

bear from her father on her 
seventh birthday. She was 
one of the few children who 
survived the war. Her bear 
can be seen in Yad Vashem.
Not far from the museum, 
Oskar Schindler, who saved 
more than 1,200 Jews with 
his factory in Poland, is 
buried in the Christian 
cemetery.
There is much to ponder on 
Mount Zion. But death and 

destruction do not have the last word. 
A Redeemer will come to Zion! We look 
for Him with great longing!

MLD

Parchment of 
scrolls used for 

lampshades and 
shoe soles

Stella 
Knobel with 

her teddy bear 
and suitcase

Rev. Dekker 
in the Holocaust 

Museum
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The New Testament for Israel   
Revision of the Delitzsch transition of the 

New Testament into Hebrew

Delitzsch Translation 
nears Completion

“A lamp unto my feet”

Having a reliable translation of the New Testament into 
Hebrew is the goal of the Delitzsch translation revision 
project. A translation team in Jerusalem led by the Trinitarian 
Bible Society (TBS) has worked on it for over ten years. The 
existing translation of Dr. Franz Delitzsch, from the end of the 
nineteenth century, is being revised and checked again against 
the Textus Receptus, the source also used by the translators of 
the King James Version. 

Over the past five years, this project has 
been largely financed by a partnership 
between the Board for Israel, 
Gereformeerde Bijbelstichting, and the 
Isaac da Costa Support Fund for Israel.
It is expected that the translation work 
as such can be completed in 2022 and 
that the Bible will be published in 2023.
The translation of the Bible books of 
Luke and Acts is currently being finalized. 
Then the book of Revelation comes last. Other 
books are in a later stage of editorial work. After 
various inspection rounds, the translation will be ready 
for publication in the fall.
Project coordinator Jonathan Arnold writes: “Nine books 
of the New Testament are already available on the website 
tbsonlinebible.com. In February, TBS will start with the 
typesetting of the completed Bible books. This is necessary 
to be able to publish the New Testament in printed form. 
Given that Hebrew is a language in which a small iota is 

important, we ask for prayers for this process.”
The publication will take place in printed form, but also 
mainly by electronic means. Work is already underway on 
an audio Bible and a website where the Bible can be read 
and downloaded. 

In our time, digital availability of this translation is of 
great importance. After all, many young people read the 
Bible on their smartphone. In addition, we expect that the 
translation may be of particular interest to Orthodox Jews, 
as the language of the Delitzsch translation is similar to 
the Tanakh, which they know well. For an Orthodox Jew, 

however, it is perilous to possess a paper copy of the 
New Testament. Discovery by, for example, 

housemates, would cause many problems. 
Reading via the smartphone is a good 

alternative.

This means that this project will 
have to be continued after the actual 
translation work. There will be a 
follow-up to make the translation 

available to the public in a good and 
accessible manner. To this end, we work 

together with experts from Trans World 
Radio, who have a wealth of experience in 

this field.

J.J. de Jong, secretary of the project group

Dr. Franz 
Delitzsch

Donations for this expensive project are still very 
welcome, to get the Bible into the hands of many in 
this final phase. Our Board has guaranteed this project 
for 30,000 euros per year. We therefore again appeal 
with some boldness to your willingness to sacrifice.
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“And if a stranger sojourn with thee in your land, ye shall not 
vex him. But the stranger that dwelleth with you shall be unto 
you as one born among you, and thou shalt love him as thy-
self; for ye were strangers in the land of Egypt: I am the LORD 
your God” (Leviticus 19:33-34).

In the Word of God, we read several times about the care we 
should give to the strangers who are among us. In the Old Tes-
tament, God emphatically calls on the Israelites to be good to 
strangers. The strangers, together with the poor, were allowed to 
glean ears that the farmer had deliberately left at the corners of 
his land. The strangers were allowed to rejoice with the people of 
Israel during the Feast of Tabernacles. The God of Israel showed 
His mercy to the strangers, people from the heathen nations, who 
were part of society. He even gave special laws for their protec-
tion. Why did the Lord do that? Because He knew that taking care 
of strangers is not what the sinful ego of fallen man deems right. 
It is not self-evident that the people of Israel would take care of 
the stranger in their gates. Hence, God gave special laws for this. 
The Israelites knew from their own experience what it was like to 
be oppressed by the Egyptians. They were absolutely not allowed 
to do the same to others.

We have had some “strangers” in the congregation for quite some 
time, women from the Philippines who have come to Israel to 
work. They have come out of pure poverty, in order to support 
their husband and children at home or to pay for future studies.
Most women work as “metapelet,” as nurses for old people, some 
for 6 or 7 days a week, 24 hours a day. The men work in agricul-
ture. They are really exploited.
Years ago, at a conference, we were introduced to two women 
workers from the Finnish Mission from Jerusalem. They worked 
among Filipinos. They then said: “If you meet Filipinos on the 
street, greet them and smile at them, because they have a slave 
life.”

Mary is a loyal visitor to our congregation. Twenty-five Filipino 
women have rented a floor in an old house near the church 
building. That is their refuge when they have a day off. There 
they can refresh themselves and wash their clothes. They are not 
allowed to use their clients’ washing machines to wash their own 
clothes. That is in their contract. So on their day off, they have to 
wash their clothes by hand first. We were able to buy a washing 
machine for the house of these 25 women. They were so happy!
The stories are harrowing. Some have bad experiences with old 
male clients harassing them.
Mary regularly takes Filipino women to the congregation. What 
do they do when they come to church? They sweep the church 
square first. There is often a lot of rubbish because of the wind. 
Everyone passes it by. When Marita swept in the beginning, no 
one helped. The Filipino women now do this. And who helps after 
the service? Who cleans the bathrooms? The Filipino women stay 
and help Marita. They say, “Pastor, it is an honour to clean the 
house of the Lord!” What an example.
Two weeks before Christmas, we received a message that eight 
Filipino boys had come to Israel wearing only T-shirts, shorts, 
and flip flops. They had thought that the climate would be the 
same as in the Philippines. The rains had broken loose, and snow 
had already fallen on Hermon, so it was freezing cold.
We were asked if we could do something. We hastily selected 
warm clothes in our clothing store and placed a call for warm 
clothes in the congregation’s WhatsApp group. The response was 
very enthusiastic. 
We went to see the boys. They stay in a kibbutz high in the 
mountains, literally against the border fence of Lebanon. I had 
never been there. It was a huge quest to find them. It was raining 
hard! Shivering from the cold, they came to the car in flip flops, 
a garbage bag over their heads against the rain. We gave them 
the bags of clothes and shoes with an English Bible and some 
goodies. I left my own umbrella there. We prayed with them in the 
car. They were immensely grateful.

Remember the stranger! A cup of cold water in My Name …

MLD

COLUMN
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for the children!
 

1.

2.

3.

ShalomShalom
 Every Everybody!body!

On these pages we take you to 

the Jordan River. You know this 

river from the Bible. Write down 

three things from the Bible that 

happened at the Jordan:

Rivers always have a source. The Jordan begins in the north of Israel, 

near Mount Hermon. Israel is a warm country, but Mount Hermon is high and 

therefore it is cold on top of the mountain! The highest point of Mount Hermon is 

2,814 meters above sea level. Often there is snow on the peaks. The snow melts 

and spring rivers are created everywhere.

In the area where the Jordan begins, there are large 

differences in elevation. You can see many waterfalls there.

The Jordan flows south and ends in the Sea of   Galilee. You 

also know that sea from the Bible. The people of Israel are 

very careful with the water in their country. Water is scarce 

and precious there. That is why they sometimes make sluices 

to collect the fresh water.

The Jordan flows out of the Sea of   Galilee near the town of De-

gania. It is said that the Lord Jesus was baptized in this area 

by John the Baptist. Others think that the baptism site was 

near Jericho, across the Jordan. That is why many 

people are baptized in these two places. There are even bottles 

of water from the Jordan for sale, with which people can 

baptize in their own country. Princess Amalia from the 

Netherlands was also baptized with water from the Jordan. 

That water was offered by three of her father’s friends, 

from Israel, Jordan, and the Palestinian Territory. 

That is, of course, an original gift, 

but actually it is a kind of superstition. 

As if water from the Jordan would 

make your baptism more sacred. 

Of course, it doesn’t.



for the children!

 

When the Lord Jesus was baptized in the Jordan River, He said to John the Baptist: “Suffer it to be so now; for thus it becometh us to fulfil all righteousness” (Matthew 3:15). The Lord Jesus wanted to go down in the waters of the Jordan. He wanted to show that He was willing to take the penalty of sin instead of people who deserve to drown in the wrath of God. This saying of the Lord Jesus was also heard in heaven. God the Father and the Holy Spirit both responded to the baptism of Jesus, the Son of God. Do you know which one?
 What did the Holy Spirit do? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

 What did God the Father say? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

From the Sea of   Galilee, the waters of the Jordan travel about 100 kilometers to the Dead Sea. Because the Jordan does not run straight but winds, the river needs double the distance for this. In the meantime, it also descends 
about 200 meters.

In the Bible, you often read that the Jordan was so wide that people could not pass through it. The river also flooded regularly. So it was not always safe for people in the vicinity of the Jordan. Then you will also understand why it says in Jeremiah 12:5b: “Then how wilt thou do in the swelling of Jordan?” Now this statement is still used when someone asks if you can die. Death then is like the roaring Jordan, in which you cannot swim, unless you know that the Lord Jesus is also your Righteousness. Then in Him you are righteous before God.
In present-day Israel, the Jordan is usually a narrow river. The Jordan makes the land fertile for the entire distance. You will also see a lot of greenery in the Jordan Valley in the warm months. In the south, the Jordan flows into the Dead Sea. You will read more about this in the next issue 

of Israel Magazine!

Do you want to know more about the Jordan River? Then look at onderwijsenisrael.nl/land-van-de-bijbel/de-jordaan

The winners of the quiz in the previous issue of Israel Magazine are:
David Peng (6 years), Meteren - Tamar den Deurwaarder (6), Hendrik-Ido-Ambacht - Sem den Boer (7), Goes

Nick Moree (8), Rhoon - Joanne Lagerweij (8), Beesd - Lucah Hertog (9), Zoetermeer - Nadine van Reenen (10), Hollandscheveld
Céline van Moolenbroek (11), Middelburg - Sanne Janse (12), Vierhouten - Justin Jacobsen (16), Veenendaal

 
You can find the answers to the quiz on onderwijsenisrael.nl!



The first time I visited Israel gave a special impression. It was a long time ago, in January
1995. I had to dig deep into my memory to write something about it. I do not have 

any photos, and where did the slides go? But gradually more and more 
memories surfaced.

Lessons
in the Land of 

the Bible

PART 2

On Monday evening, we went to the Dan 
Hotel in Herzliya. We were to stay at this 
hotel on the Mediterranean coast for the 
next few nights. On Tuesday morning, I 
dropped off my brother at an office in 

a suburb of Tel Aviv. I drove north. 
Alone. An excellent way to explore 

Israel. The “new” highway (No. 6) 
was not there yet, so I had to take 
the old road along the coast. It 
ran through the plain of Sharon.
Then I went to Afula in Galilee. 
The first stop was in Megiddo, 
where Solomon’s horse stables 
have been found at excavations. 
Reminiscing while sitting on a 
stone, I admired the beautiful 
view over “Emek Jezreel” (The 

Jezreel Valley). A lot happened 
there. Gideon fought there. Jael 

killed Sisera here. Deborah and Barak 
fought their battle there. To the right 
were the Gilboa Mountains where King 
Saul fell on his own sword. King Josiah 
was killed in the battle of Megiddo. 
Christ did His work there. I pondered 
over these matters and read several 
Bible passages there. Galilee has always 
been attractive.
I didn’t know much about the Palestin-
ian issue and territories at the time. It 
was actually irresponsible. This became 
clear at an intersection where I had to 
wait for a traffic light. Next to me was 
a watchtower with Israeli soldiers on it. 
The gun barrels were pointing down-
wards. To my horror, I looked straight 
into them. The road went to the West 
Bank, a Palestinian territory. It would 
have been better to think about the 
dangers beforehand. 
Then I took the road towards Poriya. 
Suddenly, in the depths there was the 
Sea of   Galilee. I stopped in a parking 
lot to let this sink in. The disciples were 
called here. Christ performed miracles 
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Rev. C. Neele

here. God’s children were comforted 
and instructed there. One does not 
easily forget the first sight of the lake.
It became overcast and foggy. The 
Mount of Beatitudes normally has a nice 
view over the Sea of   Galilee. Now there 
was nothing to see because of the fog.
So, onward I went, to the north. A flock 
of sheep, coming down a hill, loomed 
ahead. A shepherd with a staff walked 
by. They disappeared into the mist 
again.
Suddenly, there was the Chórazin sign. 
These were the ruins of old Chórazin. 
The truth of Luke 10:13 was underlined: 
“Woe unto thee, Chorazin! … for if the 
mighty works had been done in Tyre and 
Sidon, which have been done in you, 
they had a great while ago repented, 
sitting in sackcloth and ashes.” The 
ruins testified to this truth. The Word of 
the Lord is true, also in its threats. How 
touching!
I travelled to Haifa, Jerusalem, and the 
Dead Sea, among other places.
There are several roads to Haifa. One 
can travel via the coastal road or behind 
the mountains along the Carmel. I chose 
the latter way. Meanwhile, it was time to 
refuel. Checkout happened behind the 
gas station. Men in long robes sat there 
smoking a hookah. You could also drink 
very strong coffee there from small, 
stone cups.

Before Haifa I took the road on the left, 
up the Carmel. There’s the Technion, 
Israel’s famous technical university. 
A high point on the mountain range 
offered a beautiful view. In the depths, 
the Mediterranean Sea could be seen, 
as well as the industrial area of   Haifa 
with the two large cooling towers (one 
of which collapsed in 2020). Something 
striking was that a small plane flew 
under electricity cables a few times. I 
had never seen that before.
Another day I went to Jerusalem, on 
Highway Number 1. At Latrun, the road 
goes up into the mountainous region of 
Judea. The words of Psalm 125:2 took on 
deep meaning: “As the mountains are 
round about Jerusalem, so the LORD is 
round about His people from henceforth 
even for ever.”
Later, we visited the Trappist monastery 
at Latrun. It is known as the Monastery 
of the Silent Monks. They also sold 
wine from their own vineyards. But the 
quality was very poor. It was almost 
undrinkable. It made us silent, like 
silent monks.

In close proximity, we also found the 
tank museum. There were 110 (historic) 
tanks and other army vehicles in the 
outside area. There is also an auditor-
ium, in which much could be heard 
about the wars that Israel has had to 
wage. It is a miracle that the people still 
exist.
And then the Dead Sea, the place where 
Sodom and Gomorrah once were. 
Everything speaks of death. No fish in 
the water. No vegetation on the banks, 
because of the very salty water. Large 
parts of the nearby area are salt and 
mineral fields. God’s judgments are 
terrible. The dead environment gives 
much food for thought. Who are we to 
the Lord?
Not everything is beautiful in Israel. We 
are often reminded of our sinful nature 
and our origin.
In conclusion, visiting the land of Israel 
as such does not make us more spiritual. 
However, visiting biblical places can 
provide a better insight into the (spirit-
ual) significance of some histories.
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Reason to be 

 Thankful

FROM THE TREASURER

Now that 2021 is behind us, we would like to provide you 
with insight into the finances of our Board. The COVID 
pandemic also left its mark on activities last year. Meetings 
in the Netherlands had to be held in a different way. 
In-person meetings with contacts in Israel and Eastern 
Europe were not possible. It is particularly gratifying 
that, despite these circumstances, the Board’s revenues 
have again exceeded one million euros, allowing the 
work being done in the Netherlands, Israel, and Eastern 
Europe to continue.  

Incoming
The remittance of collections held in the congregations 
increased by more than 10% compared to last year. In 
addition, donations were received from consistories. 
The total of collections and gifts received from the 
congregations amounted to more than € 271,000. Because 
many donations were received in 2020 for the “Support 
Office-bearers in Nazareth” campaign, this amount was 
approximately € 127,000 lower than in 2020.
Donations from private individuals remained at the level 
of  2020.  Income  from  businesses  increased  by  11% 
to € 131,000. Thankfully, there was also income from 
activities – such as the women’s morning, theme morning, 
Israel Day – that could only be followed remotely. The 
same is true for the remittances of Israel committees. 
We received € 19,300 from them. The total income in 
2021 is € 1,029,000. Although this is € 114,000 less than 
in 2020, in that year the aforementioned campaign raised 
more than € 213,000. We are therefore very happy with 
the amount that the Board received. This shows love for 
and commitment to the work among the Jewish people. 
Next to the Lord, we would like to thank everyone who has 
contributed to this.

Expenses
With a stable income stream, the Board can do the 
work among the Jewish people and take on multi-year 
commitments. Expenditure for 2021 was budgeted at            

€ 1,039,000. An important part of this amount is needed for 
the work of Rev. M.L. Dekker in Israel and Rev. I.L. Zöld in 
Budapest, Hungary. The soup kitchens in Eastern Europe, 
which are financed by the Board for Special Needs, are 
also included in this amount. 
More than € 43,000 has been spent in Israel on diaconal 
projects outside the congregation of Rev. Dekker. In 
Ukraine, among other things, contributions are made 
towards the costs of the church building of Rev. Margulis.
Our work on reading materials also continued in 2021. You 
have been able to read regularly about the Digital Reading 
Project, which is carried out jointly with other Boards. In 
addition, work has been done on translating and publishing 
Reformed books. The Board also continued to contribute 
to the Delitzsch project. Below you will find and overview 
of the percentages of expenditure per sub-area.

 Work in Israel

 Work in Budapest 

 Diaconal work 
 in Eastern Europe

 Reading work

 Presentations

 General expenses and other

 

Looking ahead
Expenses in 2022 are budgeted at € 1,040,000. This amount 
is slightly higher than the income received in 2021. We 
therefore hope that revenues will increase in 2022. We 
can see that many people feel the need of the work among 
“the beloved for the fathers’ sakes” (Romans 11:28) as the 
Board has always received enough to be able to do the 
work.

15.5%

6.7%

32.5%

15.5%

19.2%

14.2%

J. van Wingerden, treasurer
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In the congregation of Capelle aan den IJssel-West, 
it is now a tradition to regularly set up a book sale, where the 

proceeds are given to a good cause. Several books by 
Rev. A. Moerkerken, as a former pastor and member of the 

congregation, have already been sold. Last year the proceeds 
of the book “Jong geleerd…” [Learned young] 

were for the Board for Israel. 

The proceeds of the book sale were announced during a meeting 
on January 12 in the Moriakerk in Capelle aan den IJssel. 

The following people were present, among others: Deacon A.J. Bax 
(sale coordinator), Rev. A. Moerkerken (author) and his wife, 
and C.A. de Waard (from publishing company Den Hertog).

Rev. A. Schot, chairman of the Board, was handed an 
envelope. It took a while before the symbolic amount 

was known, because the envelope contained many other 
envelopes. They were opened with the help of several 

members of the Board who were present. 
Various amounts were surpassed: 250, 500, 1000, and 2000. 

The total proceeds of the sale amounted to no less than 
€ 15,000. The people who were present on behalf of the 

Board were amazed by this wonderful result.

Proceeds of book sale

Rev. A. 
Moerkerken 
and his wife

All 
amounts from 
the envelope

The proceeds 
of the sale are 

handed to Rev. A. 
Schot by Mr. A.J. 

Bax.
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Second-hand
Items for a Good Cause
Following the example of Goes and Middelburg, in the 
Netherlands, a number of enthusiastic volunteers wanted 
to organize thrift stores in Rijssen and Opheusden. 
Thrift store De Mors in Rijssen was opened in 2015, and 
Oude Molen in Opheusden followed five years later. 
The proceeds of the thrift stores go to the Boards for 
Evangelization, Israel, and Mission. About seventy or 

eighty volunteers are active at each location to sort, 
clean, and price the items, and to place them in the store. 
The volunteers feel very connected to the work that the 
organizations do. It was very disappointing when the 
stores had to close due to the COVID restrictions
 
Opening hours:
De Mors: Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday
Oude Molen: Wednesday, Thursday, and Saturday

Volunteer Gradus Bakker from De Mors: “We are not all 
suitable for the mission field, but we also contribute by 
being active in the store.”

Last December, Nelly Nederlof-Ottervanger and Lydia Roukens-Verhoeven visited both thrift stores on behalf of 
the Board. Here are impressions of these visits.

Visit to Oude Molen:
“As soon as we arrived, it became apparent that 

an enthusiastic team of volunteers is continuously 
busy. Everything is neat and sorted. There are all 
kinds of things along the walking route. The entire 

top floor looks like a real clothing store, where ladies, 
gentlemen, and children can find enough to their 

liking. Everything is neatly hung on the clothes racks 
according to type and size. A number of volunteers is 
responsible for sorting the clothes. In the back, in the 

warehouse, another team 
collects scrap metal so that 

it can be sold.”

Visit to De Mors:
“Also in this thrift store it seemed as if we entered 

a real store, with a large selection of furniture, 
household items, books, electronic equipment, lamps, 
and a large department with clothing. A look behind 

the scenes showed that many volunteers are 
committed to sorting, checking, and testing 

everything that comes in before the items are put 
up for sale in the store. The 
following also applies here; 

everything is used, but 
usable.”

TIP: 
Are you near 

      Opheusden or 
Rijssen? Feel free to 

step inside.
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The Tabernacle
in Brakel

Last summer, 

the children of the 

congregation of Brakel, the 

Netherlands, were able to sign up 

for various activities, which were 

organized every two weeks on 

Wednesday afternoons. Girls came 

to do needlework. For the boys, we thought 

of Bezaleel and Aholiab, who received understanding and 

knowledge to work on the tabernacle. A plan arose. Maybe 

we could make a model of the tabernacle with the group 

of boys. First, we looked in the Bible for the dimensions. 

Then we calculated it to scale. With a plank as a base, we 

could get started drawing the fence. The sticks were sawn 

and fastened in the plank. The walls of the tabernacle were 

cut to size, fastened, and painted. The altars, the laver, the 

candlestick, the table of shewbread, and the ark 

were made of clay and wood. The girls helped 

secure the fence posts with a rope. The 

best moment was when the table of 

shewbread was painted gold. As 

we worked, we tried to reflect 

on what the tabernacle meant 

at the time when the people 

were crossing the desert. It 

was the tent where the Lord 

chose to dwell.

During an Israel evening on October 8, the tabernacle was 

presented. All children from the congregation were invited. 

First, there was a nice meal. Congregation members at home 

could also listen in and watch. They had all received a flyer 

with pictures of the tabernacle and its parts. The boys 

were allowed to tell something about the parts of 

the tabernacle and their meaning.

This evening, there was a collection for 

the Makor Hatikva School in Jerusalem. 

The children were allowed to bring piggy 

banks to collect extra money. A total of 

€ 775 was raised with this collection.



 
An overview 

of the studio space. 
Behind the organ, Johan 
van der Graaf. Henriëtte 

Bronkhorst-Barten 
played the flute.

“It was a blessing to meet three adolescents from 
the Netherlands and to hear about their lives. I 
think it was an important meeting, because we 
need to support each other and recognize our 
fellow believers in Christ worldwide. I hope this 

meeting was helpful for all the people watching 
and asking questions. I would really appreciate if 
there was a follow-up meeting in the future.”

Carin

A World of Difference
Some time ago there was a youth meeting between Dutch and Israeli young people, to talk about the different 
worlds they live in. For this, a livestream was used from Cees van der Wal’s studio in Alblasserdam, the Nether-

lands, where three Dutch young people were present. In the studio, there was a Zoom connection with three 
Israeli young people in the living room of Rev. Zadok in Israel. 

During the meeting, an exchange took place, translated by moderator J.J. De Jong.
It was an interesting conversation in which the differences between the worlds they live in were discussed. We 
were far from finished talking at the end of the program. The conclusion was that this calls for a sequel! We 

asked the young people to reflect briefly on the meeting, 
which can be read on these pages.

The 
Israeli youth: 

from left to right 
Carin, Hadas, and 

Shaul
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“As someone who has never had the opportunity 
to meet Christians from another country and cul-
ture before, this was very special to me. I enjoyed 
hearing Maarten, Marlou, and Célia talk about 
daily life in the Netherlands, but from a Christian 
perspective. Thank you for sharing things from 
your personal lives and for the interest you showed 

in our life here in Israel. I hope it was interesting 
for you too, and that we were able to give an im-
pression of life here as young Christians.
I wish you the best for the future. May the Lord 
bless you.”

Shaul

“I had the privilege of participating in the Zoom 
meeting with young adults from the Netherlands. 
During the meeting, we had the opportunity to ask 
each other questions, to hear more about the life 
of young Christian believers in the Netherlands, 
and to answer questions about life here in Israel. It 
was very interesting to hear about the differences 
and the similarities. 
It was nice to hear about the lives of Marlou, Célia, 
and Maarten, about their studies and their plans 
for the future. They told me they participate in 
sororities and encouraged me to do something like 

that in Israel. After all, it is very encouraging to 
meet other Christian students.
I really appreciated that they took the time to an-
swer our questions. I also appreciate their interest 
in learning more about life in Israel. I hope we can 
meet one day.
I hope that God will bless them and all believers in 
the Netherlands, and I thank the Board for Israel 
for this opportunity.”

Hadas

“On February 22, my grandfather told me about 
the livestream for young people with the theme 
“Israel and the Jewish people.” He asked me 
which points I would find important for this 
theme. Not long after, he asked if I would like to 
be on the youth panel during that livestream. It 
seemed very educational to me. I really appre-
ciated that we as young people were allowed to 
think along and decide about the content of this 
evening. So we finally decided to communicate in 
English. That led to a spontaneous conversation.
It was an exciting evening. Despite the various 
cameras aimed at us, the organization created a 

relaxed atmosphere. The young people from Israel 
all had their own story. I thought it was special 
and very valuable how they spoke about their 
church and faith. We had of course discussed in 
advance which themes would be presented. During 
the evening, several interesting questions came in 
via the livestream, which due to time constraints, 
we were unable to answer all. As we found out 
during the evening, we are certainly not finished 
talking. I look forward to the continuation of this 
meeting.”

Marlou

Rev. A. Schot 
opened the 

meeting.
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“Although I had been to Israel before, the youth even-
ing was enriching. It was nice to talk to the Israeli 
young people about their lives.
I learned that there is a big difference between the 
way we exercise our faith and how they (can) do it. 
Being a Christian is not as obvious to them as it may 
be to us. In Israel, it is a very conscious choice to be-
lieve, as the environment often does not welcome this 
or sometimes does not even accept it.
Not only the life as a Christian is different in Israel 
than in the Netherlands, but also many other things 

in life. For example, we were told that conscription is 
compulsory for both men and women. Often this mil-
itary service is fulfilled after secondary school. They 
start their further education after this. They therefore 
organize their lives differently and only start studying 
and working quite late.
All in all, it was a successful and interesting even-
ing. We have already learned a lot, but questions still 
remain. Who knows, maybe for next time!”

Célia

“I really enjoyed talking to fellow Christians from 
Israel. Life as a young Christian in Israel looks 
very different, but during such an evening you get 
a glimpse of the fact that God continues with His 
work and has His church all over the world.
As young people, we were allowed to be connect-
ed in this way around the (cultural) differences 
that exist and the similarity that exists through 
our only hope in God. I too easily experience the 
shape and size of the church in the Netherlands as 
self-evident and at the same time, there is also the 
big pitfall that we are not cold or warm but have 

become lukewarm. It is remarkable how God works 
among His covenant people and that the church 
there grows daily. It is important for us to pray 
faithfully every day for the growth of the church 
in the Netherlands, in Israel, and anywhere in the 
world. The fact that we as young people were able 
to give each other a glimpse into our worlds made 
us more conscious of the fact that we can (and 
must) spread the light of the Gospel like a city on a 
mountain.”

Maarten

Presenter 
A. Karens closed the 

meeting. There were 240 
connections during the 

meeting and the livestream 
was viewed 280 times 

after that.

The 
control room

Marlou 
Karens

Maarten
Murre

Célia 
Plugge

18 Israel Magazine April 2022



In the year 2000, ministers from the Board for Israel visit the 
Jewish-Christian congregation Beit Emet (House of Truth) in 
Zhytomyr, of which Rev. Arkadiy Margulis is the pastor.
The ministers are there to equip office-bearers theologically. 
During this session of several days, the pastors visit a hospital.

Ukraine, which is not wealthy, 
invests the money at its 
disposal mainly in the war 
industry. There is not much 
money for education and care. 
There is an ongoing emergency 

situation. In 
hospitals, many 
materials are 
from before 
1991! This 
operating table 
is an example.

Russia has an imperious attitude towards neighbouring 
Ukraine. There are always clashes at the border. Basic-
ally, there is a border war between the two countries. 
Who does not remember the annexation of Crimea by 
Russia in the spring of 2014? And who is not familiar 
with the shooting down of flight MH17, also in 2014? 
Is the current situation not threatening?

There is no money for new medical equipment 
because of the money-consuming war. SOEGG has 
been bringing medical equipment since 2000. This 
has been written off in the rich Netherlands, but in 
principle still very useful. New medical equipment 
is also being brought in, such as this C-Arm (X-ray 
machine).

Most importantly, the Word of God is also 
brought into Ukrainian hospitals.

They are moved by the 
great need they find 
there. Since the fall of 
the Soviet Union – in 1991 
(about 10 years earlier) – 
Russia and Ukraine have 
existed as independent 
states.

You can read more about SOEGG’s work in Zhytomyr in the following issues of Israel Magazine.

What you see here is the logo of SOEGG, a 
Reformed organization in the Netherlands for aid 
in Eastern Europe. The start of the orange arrow 
is our starting point, the Netherlands. The arrow 
ends in Ukraine, near Zhytomyr. You will see a 
white cross there, which symbolizes medical 
assistance to hospitals in Zhytomyr. The city has 
around 300,000 inhabitants. SOEGG provides 
medical assistance to seven hospitals.
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Would you please consider supporting this worthy cause?
www.ezraforisrael.ca/donate-today/

Canadian Charity: 815441563 RR0001

Contact info:
Ezra For Israel
PO Box 178
Diamond City, AB T0K 0T0

Telephone: (403) 553-3582
Cell Phone: (403) 308-0083
Email Address: info@ezraforIsrael.ca

Financial Overview for Ezra for Israel Total Budget 2022: $120,000

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Received as of April 1, ‘22

Remaining to goal

Ezra for Israel

As the Board of Ezra for Israel, we would like to sincerely thank you for the support shown thus far in 2022. We would like to continue to 

wholeheartedly recommend the work in Israel to your generosity. May the Lord bless your gracious offerings for their intended purposes 

and to the honour of His Name.

Thank You!

An interesting paragraph from an article Pastor David Zadok wrote pertaining to the 

declaration of Jerusalem as The Capital of Israel in 2017:

“I believe that the very existence of Israel is important for the cause of the 

Gospel and the church. We as Jews have no favor when it comes to salvation. 

Jesus is the Way, the Truth and the Life – no one comes to the Father but 

through Him (John 14:6). As Jewish people, we have no merit when it comes to 

salvation, because salvation is through Christ Alone, and it is certainly not 

related to our land or capital city. And yet, it has been since the modern state of 

Israel was born, and especially in the past two decades, that the church among 

the Jewish people has begun to grow. It is now that the Jewish people are once 

again hearing the message of the Gospel, in the very place that it was heralded 

by the Jewish Messiah, who atoned for sins of the world at Golgotha, Jerusalem. 

The church in Israel is flourishing and Jews from all walks of society are 

coming to faith. The church at large is now starting to hear the call that the 

Jews also need to hear the Gospel. The Jewish mission that for almost two 

millennia was forgotten by the church, is resurfacing in mission boards around 

the world. The Gospel remains “to the Jew first,” and progress to this end should 

greatly encourage us. In Romans 11, Paul shows us that there is yet a spiritual 

future for the people of Israel, with the climax that "all Israel shall be saved". As 

a believer in Jesus praying and laboring for the Gospel to be proclaimed in this 

land, the connection that I have and can make as a Jew to Jerusalem is helpful 

and significant.”
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