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Children’s Scripture
Learning Programme

The Children’s Scripture Learning 
Programme is one of the means that 
the Trinitarian Bible Society uses to 

promote the study of God’s Word among 
children. This programme was commenced 
in 1972 to encourage English-speaking 
children to memorise the Holy Scriptures 
from the Authorised (King James) Version 
of the Bible. 

Under the rules of the programme we 
provide lists of verses to be memorised by 
children in two age groups: ten years and 
under, and eleven to fi fteen. To the younger 
children who memorise their verses we 
award suitably inscribed leather text Bibles 
with gilt page edges. For the older children 
suitably inscribed gilt-edged leather 
reference Bibles are awarded. Children who 
have received the junior prize may, upon 
reaching eleven years, receive the reference 
Bible if they learn the verses for the higher 
age group. 

The Society would encourage all parents, 
offi  ce bearers and other supporters of the 
Society who seek the spiritual well-being 
of the children under their care to request 
further details of the Children’s Scripture 
Learning Programme from the Grants 
Department (grants@tbsbibles.org) at our 
London Headquarters, or from any of the 
Society’s branches (for which the contact 
details are on the inside back cover of this 
Quarterly Record). Please note that, due to 
fi nancial constraints, eligibility is limited to 
children in countries in which the Society 
has a branch.
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DAY

THERE WILL BE TWO SESSIONS, 
MORNING between 10.00 & 12.00 

AFTERNOON between 13.30 & 15.30. 

Those wishing to attend are invited to 
select one. 

Open Day is free of charge as always, 
but booking is essential; 100 tickets will 
be available for each session, obtainable 
online at 

tbsbibles.org/event/openday2022
or by contacting the Society.

Please book for only one session in order 
that others will have opportunity to attend.

GOD WILLING

During the fi rst hour of each session 
attendees will have opportunity for 
fellowship and refreshments, and will 
be able to explore various displays and 
activities. Short tours will be available 
for those new to William Tyndale House 
and the work of the Society. The second 
hour will include an introduction and 
presentations on the Society’s principles, 
our work of translating God’s Word, and the 
impact of our distribution of the Scriptures. 

Please mark your diaries for 12 March 
and make plans to attend. We look 
forward to seeing you then.

T H E  W O R D  O F  G O D  A M O N G  A L L  N A T I O N S

Saturday 12 March 2022

at the Society’s Headquarters

William Tyndale House
29 Deer Park Road, London SW19 3NN

ADVANCE NOTICE

T
he Society is again opening the doors of our London Headquarters for a 

time of information about the Society and fellowship with like-minded 

believers. But this year we are planning a NEW FORMAT for the Open Day. 
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Introduction
from the 
Editorial Director

4444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444

T
he 7th of December 2021 marks the 
190th anniversary of the formation 
of the Trinitarian Bible Society. We 

recognise that but for the grace of God we 
would not be here; yet the Lord has been 
pleased to sustain this organisation as a 
handmaid to the church and provide for the 
distribution of His Word for 19 decades.

At an Annual General Meeting in 1901, 
70 years after the Society’s formation, the 
following remarks were made that seem as 
relevant now as they were then. 

Seventy years ago a number of God-
fearing men instituted the Trinitarian 
Bible Society, in order that they might 
have a Bible Society formed on strictly 
Scriptural principles. The need is not 
less urgent today, but it is a solemn 

question whether there be suffi  cient 
Protestant spirit to form it, had it 
been left till today, or to reform it, if 
it were allowed to be broken up. We 
are justifi ed in feeling that in these 
days of abounding worldliness in the 
churches, and of infi delity in the pulpit, 
it would not be possible to do this … 

It is right therefore to ask all our friends 
to thank God for the Trinitarian Bible 
Society, and for having preserved it on 
the old lines and in ‘the old paths’ of 
Reformation truth for so many years. 
As faith in the truth of God’s Word 
decreases, faith in its power must 
decrease also; and as it was ever the 
few who valued the Word of God in 
its integrity, and believed in its Divine 
inspiration, so we can look only among 
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these for members and supporters of 
the Trinitarian Bible Society. 

In Isaiah 55.10 that Word is spoken of 
under two titles, ‘Seed to the sower’ and 
‘Bread to the eater’. We sow the seed in 
order that bread may be produced, but 
it is only among the ‘eaters’ that we can 
look for the ‘sowers of good seed’. Thank 
God that, as the days grow darker, those 
to whom the Word of God is ‘precious’ 
are seeking closer fellowship with each 
other: so that we have 
to report a considerable 
accession to our 
numbers and to our 
funds, because the lines 
are getting more closely 
defi ned, and the ‘few’ 
are rallying more closely 
together. 

They that fear the Lord 
and feed upon His 
Word know it as ‘bread 
to the eater’ —as the 
spiritual food of the 
new nature. Those who 
feed upon this will be 
strong where others are 
weak. Appetite for this food is the sign 
of spiritual health; and in proportion as 
this spiritual health is maintained shall 
we desire to unite in sending forth this 
Word as ‘seed’ for the many ‘sowers’ in 
various parts of the earth. The Lord’s 
sowers desire to obey Him, and not to 
sow ‘mingled seed’. They desire to see 
incorruptible fruit, and hence they sow 
only ‘Incorruptible seed’. (1 Peter 1.23) 1

The conviction that led the Society’s formers 
to separate and reform under a Trinitarian 
and Protestant banner in 1831, and that led 
the Society in the late 1800s/early 1900s 
to a stand for the Received Text sets before 
us a great example. This should encourage 

us to heed the words of the Apostle Paul: 
‘Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye 
stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding 
in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye 
know that your labour is not in vain in the 
Lord’ (1 Corinthians 15.58). The principles 
that stand behind this Society are, we trust, 
founded on the Bible and in defence of its 
inspiration as God’s Word. As we continue 
our work of distribution and translation 
to make available faithful editions of 
the Scriptures may we ourselves resolve 

to be steadfast and 
unmoveable in our stand 
for the inspired Word of 
God; that the dogmatic 
truth of the Word of God 
would continue to be 
our basis for another 190 
years; that we would 
not water it down or 
remove words and verses 
through fear of man or to 
enhance our reputation; 
that we would be 
comforted that whether 
a full-time worker, 
volunteer, translator or 
supporter our labour is 
not in vain in the Lord.

At the Society’s 146th Annual Meeting a 
report was given that wonderfully sums up 
our work.

In presenting this one hundredth and 
forty-sixth Annual Report we call to 
remembrance the words of the 96th 

Psalm exhorting the Lord’s people to 
‘shew forth his salvation from day to 
day’, to ‘Declare his glory among the 
heathen’, and to ‘Say among the heathen 
that the LORD reigneth’. Our Society 
maintains its work and testimony 
with these great objectives in view, 
proclaiming the Gospel of His salvation 
by means of the sacred Scriptures, 

It is right therefore 
to ask all our 

friends to thank 
God for the 
Trinitarian Bible 
Society, and for 
having preserved it 
on the old lines and 
in ‘the old paths’ of 
Reformation truth 
for so many years.
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which had the origin in the miracle of 
Divine inspiration, which have been 
preserved through the ages by many 
miracles of Divine providence, and 
which accomplish their spiritual eff ect 
by miracles of Divine grace. The Divine 
Author of the Holy Scriptures displays 
in their pages the grace and glory of His 
Eternal Son, and by the accompanying 
power of the Eternal Spirit convicts of sin 
and draws convicted souls to the Divine 
Redeemer, by whose precious blood 
full atonement was made and eternal 
redemption obtained. In this gracious 
work God displays the exceeding riches 
of His grace and His kindness toward us 
in Christ Jesus—and when the precious 
seed bears fruit the heavens rejoice, and 
the earth is glad. 2

In this work it has been our privilege to be 
occupied for another year in which it has 
been wonderfully proved that all that God 
has promised He is able also to perform. 
You will fi nd in this QR an article that 
reviews our 190 years and gives a concise 
precis of the Society’s work over that time. 

We include an article ‘Let us not be weary 
in well doing’ about a translator from 
some years ago who laboured in Liberia, 
particularly in the Dan language, and who 
was faithful in his missionary work in that 
land even unto death. The Chairman has 
kindly written a devotional piece as well 
as a short article about the late Mr David 
Oldham who was closely associated with 
the Society for many years. Likewise, we 
have reports from the Editorial Director 
and the Operations Director (the Treasury 
section will return in the next QR), in 
addition to information about our work 
on the Maltese project, and reports on 
the distribution of God’s Word around the 
world. We commend this QR to you.

Endnotes
1. The Seventieth Annual Report of the 
Trinitarian Bible Society, 1901, p.9.

2. The One Hundred and Forty-sixth 
Annual Report of the Trinitarian Bible 
Society, 1977, p. 6.
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A 
loyal and long serving friend of the Trinitarian 

Bible Society was taken from us on 18 July 2021 

when Pastor David Oldham entered his eternal rest 

at the age of 91. 

David had a very long association with the Society, being an 

Auxiliary Secretary as far back as 1962. He was a member 

of the General Committee from 1973 until 1999, aft er 

which he was appointed a Vice-President of the Society 

in recognition of his invaluable service to the cause of 

spreading the uncorrupted Word of God to all nations. He 

held pastorates at Stamford, Lincolnshire, and Evington, 

Leicestershire, where his pastoral gift s and ministry were 

greatly appreciated. For many years he also ably edited the 
Cheering Words magazine for young people, sowing the seed 

of truth in successive rising generations.

David will be remembered for his faithful adherence to the 

principles of the Society and for the genuine warmth of 

his personality in the pulpit and in fellowship with other 

believers. His wise and prudent counsel at the Committee 

table oft en proved invaluable at times when such wisdom 

was greatly needed. We extend our deep sympathy to his wife 

and family in this time of bereavement.

‘Th e memory of the just is blessed’ (Proverbs 10.7).

G. D. Buss 
Chairman of the General Committee

David Oldham
po
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T
he Apostle Paul reminds us that when 
the Saviour came, He ‘made himself 
of no reputation’ (Philippians 2.7), a 

fact which most of His generation (even 
His disciples) whose minds were often 
fi xed on an earthly throne and kingdom, 
stumbled over. Throughout Christ’s holy 
life this principle of humbling Himself was 
evidenced. It could be said, reverently, that 
He was born from a borrowed womb, had 
a borrowed guardian, preached from a 
borrowed boat, borrowed a colt on which 
to ride, borrowed an upper room in which 
to observe the Passover, and at last was 

buried in a borrowed tomb! He who made 
the world, had ‘not where to lay his head’ 
(Luke 9.58) and who while in His holy 
humanity on earth was dependent on the 
charity of others.

Nowhere was this humiliation more evident 
than at Golgotha, where the Word says, 
‘they crucifi ed him, and two other with him, 
on either side one, and Jesus in the midst’ 
(John 19.18).

The Pharisees had more than once 
condemned Christ for eating with 

John 19.18
by Mr G. D. Buss, 
Chairman of the General Committee
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publicans and sinners, and to their 
unbelieving minds His crucifi xion was a 
vindication of their vilifi cation. This is why 
they sought to persuade Pilate to rewrite 
the superscription over His cross from ‘The 
King of the Jews’ to ‘He said, I am King of the 
Jews’ (John 19.21). Pilate—overruled by an 
unseen Hand—for once stood his ground 
and said, ‘What I have written I have written’ 
(John 19.22).

From this solemn and sacred scene at 
Golgotha, what do we learn of this One 
who made Himself of no reputation?

The company He chose 
for His dying hours 

It was no accident or coincidence that 
the dying Saviour’s company should be 

two thieves. Thus were the words of Isaiah 
fully brought to pass, ‘he was numbered 
with the transgressors’ (Isaiah 53.12). It 
was also for sinners that He laid down 
His life, and so it was becoming of Him to 
choose such companions for His physical 
suff erings. Of His spiritual suff erings He 
had no companion as was also prophesied, 
‘I have trodden the winepress alone; and 
of the people there was none with me’ 
(Isaiah 63.3).

The compassion He 
displayed in His dying 
hours 

This mind was in Him, as described 
in Philippians 2.4–5: ‘Look not every 

man on his own things, but every 
man also on the things of others. Let 
this mind be in you, which was also 
in Christ Jesus’. The whole transaction 
accomplished on the cross was for 

others. Christ’s fi rst words after the 
intense agony of having nails forced 
through His holy hands and feet were: 
‘Father, forgive them; for they know 
not what they do’ (Luke 23.34). Did the 
centurion who oversaw the crucifi xion 
realise that he needed forgiveness from 
that moment, we wonder? He must have 
noticed and heard the oaths and curses 
which came from the two on either 
side. And then he must have heard 
the Saviour commend His mother into 
the natural care of John, the beloved 
disciple; she, who was watching and 
remembering the prophecy of Simeon 
concerning her that a sword would 
pierce her soul also, that the thoughts 
of many hearts might be revealed 
(cf. Luke 2.35). Thus, to His dying hour 
the Saviour fulfi lled the Law of God in 
honouring His mother.

The comparison He 
brought to light in His 
dying hours

It is evident that both thieves railed on 
the Saviour at fi rst. But even as one after 

another, among them Pilate’s wife, Herod, 
and later the centurion, were to confess 
that they found no fault in Him, Almighty 
God—who has the hearts of all men in 
His hand—now brought forth the most 
unlikely of defenders of His innocence: the 
dying thief. 

It can only have been the compassion of 
sovereign grace that accomplished the 
well-known change in the dying thief. 
The other thief was also suff ering intense 
agony and must have heard the words 
from the Saviour’s lips, yet he remained 
unmoved and unrepentant. What a 
solemn display of the depth of unbelief 
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in the human heart, to be so close to the 
suff ering Saviour and yet unchanged. He 
must have heard from the lips of the other 
dying thief the rebuke and confession and 
prayer, yet all was of no avail. The cross 
of Christ separated them at Golgotha 
and eternally separated them when their 
souls returned to God to give an account 
of the deeds done in the body. We know 
from the Saviour’s own lips the welcome 
the dying thief received as a fi rst fruit of 
the suff ering Saviour. We also know from 
Scripture that for those who die without 
the saving knowledge of Christ, ‘it had 
been good for that man if he had not been 
born’ (Matthew 26.24).

The complaint He 
uttered in His dying 
hours

No mortal man can fully enter into the 
holy complaint of the Saviour on the 

cross: ‘My God, my God, why hast thou 
forsaken me?’ (Matthew 27.46). All the 
comforts He had as the Son of God and 
as the Son of Man who always did that 
which pleased His Father were withheld 
as He who knew no sin was made sin 
for us (cf. 2 Corinthians 5.21). There is 
no comfort in a lost eternity, and so He 
who was to drain the cup of wrath for His 
people must endure the forsaking that His 
church would have suff ered, that it might 
be said of them ‘There is therefore now 
no condemnation to them which are in 
Christ Jesus’ (Romans 8.1). The word ‘now’ 
is deeply signifi cant. The storm of wrath 
has passed for believers, never more to visit 
them. It was a storm which, had He not 
been God as well as man, could not have 
been endured as infi nite justice demanded 
of Him the price of sin. But He had engaged 
to pay this price as the surety of His church 
in the everlasting covenant of grace.

The commendation He 
made in His dying hour 

Having paid the price of sin—cancelling 
the debt due to believers from 

Adam’s day to the end of time—Christ 
died in perfect and triumphant peace. In 
commending His holy soul into the hands 
of His Father, because of the mystical union 
between Himself and His church He also 
commended the souls of all His church 
on the strength of His full atonement into 
the same eternal hands. On this ground of 
sovereign grace and love the dying thief 
that very day entered Paradise, and on the 
same ground every dying believer is as safe 
as the thief was on that most memorable 
of all days. 

‘Eternal life, at His request, 
To every saint is given;
Safety on earth, and, after death, 
The plenitude of heaven’.1

He who once hung on the cross at 
Golgotha between two thieves is now 
‘the Lamb which is in the midst of the 
throne’ (Revelation 7.17) surrounded by 
an innumerable company of angels, and 
the spirits of just men made perfect, who 
sing ‘Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to 
receive power, and riches, and wisdom, 
and strength, and honour, and glory, and 
blessing’ (Revelation 5.12). 

May the same grace that brought the dying 
thief to join that sacred company bring 
us there also to see the King in His beauty 
and to behold the land that is very far off  
(cf. Isaiah 33.17). 

Endnote
1. A. M. Toplady, ‘Awake, sweet gratitude, 
and sing’, Gadsby’s Hymns, no. 117.
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T
his year marks the 
190th anniversary of 
the formation of the 

Trinitarian Bible Society in 
1831. We give thanks for 
how the Lord has preserved 
the work for these 190 years 
and recount the origin of the 
Society, considering some 
of the milestones that have 
occurred along the way.

Origins
Th e story of the Trinitarian Bible Society 
started over two hundred years ago when 
fi ft een-year-old Mary Jones walked 
twenty-six miles through north Wales 
to buy a Welsh Bible. Her desire for the 
Scriptures led to the formation of the 
British and Foreign Bible Society (BFBS) 
in 1804. Th e BFBS, now usually known 
simply as Th e Bible Society, is one of the 
founding members of the United Bible 
Societies. 

Th e founders of BFBS, stirred by a 
need to provide the Word of God for 

people around the 
world, aimed to 
bring a Bible to 
everyone. It was 
a simple aim in 
which everyone 
who stands for 
the inspired and 
preserved Word 
of God could 
unite. However, 
unity could not be 
maintained as the 
Unitarians (people 
who deny the Trinity) 
had gained considerable 
infl uence in the BFBS. Th is 
caused many diffi  culties for conservative 
Christian supporters and was particularly 
divisive as public prayer was avoided 
for fear of off ending the Unitarians by 
praying in the name of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Another issue that arose was the 
inclusion of the Apocrypha in Bibles 
being published. Th ese writings, such as 
Maccabees, Ecclesiasticus, and Susannah, 
are accepted by the Roman Catholic and 
Eastern Orthodox churches, but are not 
inspired or canonical. 

Th e 190 th
Anniversary of 
the Trinitarian 
Bible Society

e

Mary Jones on her 26 mile 
walk to Bala to obtain 
a Bible

by Natalie Christie, Lead Editor
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Formation of the 
Trinitarian Bible Society
Concerns came to a head at the Annual 
Meeting of the BFBS held in May 1831. 
Acceptance of the Annual Report 
included a recommendation that oral 
prayer should not be included at meetings 
of the Society.1 Th is provoked a great 
deal of unrest in the meeting which was 
left  unresolved. Th e eventual outcome 
of this was that a meeting was convened 
for 7 December 1831 to form a new Bible 
society—and thus the Trinitarian Bible 
Society came into being.

At this fi rst meeting of the new Society 
the following motion was proposed and 
adopted: 

Th at it is the opinion of this Meeting 
that a Society engaged in circulating 
the pure word of God, and upon which 
devolves the responsibility of preparing 
and issuing new translations of the 

Holy Scriptures, must be considered 
decidedly a religious Society, and one 
that should be conducted on scriptural 
principles; and that those only who 
are Protestants and acknowledge the 
scriptural doctrine of the Holy Trinity, 
can consistently be admitted Members 
of such a Society, or be fi t agents to 
conduct or carry on such a work.2

Th e new laws of the Society included the 
following: 

Th is Society shall circulate the HOLY 
SCRIPTURES, as comprised in the 
Canonical books of the Old and New 
Testaments, WITHOUT NOTE 
OR COMMENT, to the exclusion 
of the Apocrypha; the copies in the 
English language shall be those of the 
Authorised Version.3

Th e new Society was not formed in 
opposition from outside the old one, but 
rather from people within the Society 
with a desire to conform to the truths of 
the Bible.4 It was the intent that the new 
Society should rejoin with the old if that 
should ever become constituently possible.

Exeter Hall, The Strand, London. The colour engraving 
shows a meeting from similar period as the Society’s 
founding.
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bring comfort to many affl  icted 
hearts. [It is believed this refers to the 
Church of the Company Fire, where 
between 2,000 and 3,000 people died.] 
Nearly the whole of the edition of the 
Spanish Testament, printed last year, 
has been disposed of, either by sale 
or free grants; and another edition 
of 3,000 copies will be undertaken 
immediately. Th e state of Portugal 
has also long attracted the attention 
of the Committee; and aft er anxious 
deliberation, a plan has been suggested 
by Christian friends, and adopted, 
which if carried out, will surmount the 
obstacles which have hitherto opposed 
the introduction of the Scriptures into 
that country.6

By comparison, during the twentieth 
century distribution numbers increased; 

Early distribution 
work of the TBS
By the end of 1832 the new Society 
had distributed a total of 4,238 Bibles 
and New Testaments. One of the fi rst 
applications for a Bible was received 
from ‘one of the outcasts of the House 
of Israel’; this was the beginning of 
the Society’s involvement in bringing 
Scriptures to the Jews. Th e fi rst 
consignment of Bibles to be sent abroad 
appears to have been 100 copies of the 
Bible for the use of ‘British emigrants in 
the back parts of Upper Canada’.5 Due to 
lack of funds nothing was done on a large 
scale, but between 1831 and 1867 the TBS 
circulated over 150,000 Bibles, 100,000 
New Testaments, and nearly 200,000 
Scripture portions. 

Early on the new Society sought to keep 
its supporters apprised of its activities, 
and published news and information 
in magazine format. Of particular 
interest were reports on grants of foreign 
Scriptures. In 1864 it was reported that 

Th e eff orts of the Committee have 
recently been directed to enterprises 
calculated to promote a wider 
circulation of the Holy Scriptures in 
those languages of which they possess 
versions. On a sudden, proposals 
were made from various quarters 
to assist in opening up new fi elds 
of operation, from which it seems 
likely that abundant harvests would 
be gathered. Th e Committee have 
thankfully availed themselves of these 
opportunities, and have made grants 
as large as their means would allow. 
Th e last copies that have left  the offi  ce 
are intended for Santiago, where the 
fearful sacrifi ce of human life lately 
occurred; and it is to be hoped, that 
the contents of the small parcel may 

7– October to December 202177
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Map of a then pre-dominion 
Canada in the1850s
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the 155th Annual Report in 1986 stated 
that over two million Bibles and New 
Testaments had been circulated between 
April 1985 and March 1986.7

Today the Society daily receives letters 
and emails from people around the world 
who long for a copy of the Bible but 
cannot aff ord to buy one. In 2020, a year 
diffi  cult for distribution in many ways, 
the Lord enabled the Society to grant over 
2 million Scripture items and sell over 5.5 
million. Th ese were distributed to over 
111 countries.8

Th e beginning of 
translation work
In 1835 it was reported to the TBS 
Committee that a sum of £100 was 
off ered by a Miss Sayer of Guernsey, with 
a promise of a subsequent fi ft y pounds 
in aid of a new translation project. Th e 
Committee felt that the Society should 
become involved in areas of work not 
covered by other Bible societies. Th us 
Portuguese was selected by the TBS to 
be its fi rst language project, and work 
began on revising Almeida’s translation 
of the Bible.9 Th e New Testament was 
completed in 1839 and the Old Testament 
in 1844. Th e whole work was issued in 
separate parts, the fi nal section not being 
printed until 1847. Th e project was led by 
the Rev. Th omas Boys of Trinity College, 

Cambridge; he was recognised as one of 
the foremost Hebrew scholars of the time, 
who also knew Portuguese having served 
in Portugal as an army offi  cer.

Nearly one hundred and fi ft y years 
later our Brazilian branch led eff orts 
to revise the 1847 Bible, and in 1994 a 
new revision was published. Since then 
this branch has worked to ensure that 
these Scriptures conform to the best 
Biblical language texts and to linguistic 
changes specifi ed by the internationally 
recognised Portuguese language academy. 
By God’s grace, the Society’s edition has 
received widespread acceptance in Brazil 
across denominational boundaries. 

Today, the work of translation and 
publication continues, with Scriptures 
and Scripture portions being published 
in around forty languages and ongoing 
translation projects in a further forty-fi ve. 
Th ere is still much work to be done; many 
people are still without a faithful Bible 
or even a Scripture portion in their own 
language. 

Th e Quarterly Record
Th e fi rst edition of the Quarterly Record 
(QR) was published in July 1859. Prior 
to this, the Society published a series 
of Quarterly Extracts which provided 
information on meetings, Bible 
circulation and correspondence. Th e fi rst 
edition of the Quarterly Record provided 
a summary of the Annual Meeting of 
May 1859 and information and letters 
from Ireland, France, Italy, and New 
Zealand. 

One hundred years later, in 1959, the 
phrase ‘Th e Word of God among all 
nations’ was fi rst adopted for the cover of 
the QR, with the following explanation: 

Th e new design draws attention to the 
one aim of the Society—to promote 

Distribution Totals 1985-86
  326, 447  Bibles

 1, 728, 622  New Testaments

  832, 613  Scripture Portions

  601, 579  Scripture Calendars

 1, 022, 767  Scripture Leafl ets

  824, 251  Text Cards

 5,336,279
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the glory of God 
and the salvation of 
men by circulating 
the Scriptures at 
home and abroad. 
‘Th e Word of God 
among all nations’ 
defi nes this object 
in the words of Holy 
Scripture, reminding 
us that ‘Th e seed 
is THE WORD OF 
GOD’ and that ‘Th is 
Gospel must fi rst be 
published AMONG 
ALL NATIONS’. It is a 
comparatively simple 
matter to have these words 
printed on the cover of 
a magazine. Th is may 
be planned by a human 
mind and devised by 
a human hand. To 
impress the same desire 
upon the heart of the 
reader is in the power 
of God alone. 10

Th e Quarterly Record
continues to this day, 
with this edition being 
number 637. 

Financial 
challenges and 
provision from the Lord
Th ere were several times when the 
fi nancial situation of the young Society 
became perilously low and the future of 
TBS was in doubt. In 1854 there had been 
a severe drop in income, the Society’s 
fi nancial aff airs were in confusion, and 
an appeal to the BFBS was made for 
consultations with a view to reunion. Th e 
reply was a blunt refusal. To many this 

may have looked like the end of 
the Society, but at this critical 
moment the Society received a 
legacy of £2,000, which gave an 
opportunity for a fresh start. 

Again, in 1858 the BFBS 
passed a resolution to open 
its meetings with prayer, and 
the TBS sent a deputation 
to Lord Shaft esbury, the 
president of BFBS, off ering 
to reunite if agreement 
could be met on the 
principle of circulating 

faithful versions and 
concerning Unitarians. 
However, once again 
the BFBS refused. TBS 
fi nances were at a low 
ebb, and in April 1861 
special notice was issued 
to members of a resolution 
to dissolve the Society 
unless suffi  cient funds were 
forthcoming by June that 
year. Th is announcement led 
to many off ers of support, 
and in the Lord’s goodness at 
the Annual General Meeting 
in May 1861 it was decided to 
continue operations.11

In more recent times, the branch 
of the Society in the USA had a 

remarkable provision. From as early as 
1969, TBS (USA) had been operating 
out of Pastor Jay Stehouwer’s basement, 
aft er which several small offi  ces were 
rented for the part-time work of sales and 
distribution. In the early 1990s a Board of 
Directors was established, and in the early 
2000s the work and subsequent sales 
and donations increased signifi cantly, 
to the point in 2006 where the Board 
deemed it necessary to purchase its 
own larger building to have much more 
inventory on hand and avoid frequent 
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back orders. With two new full-time 
employees and much-increased activities, 
it was felt necessary for the fi rst time to 
prepare a professional operating budget 
for the following year. On the day of the 
board meeting when the budget was to 
be presented, the Treasurer informed 
Mr W. Greendyk (the TBS (USA) 
General Secretary) that the budget that 
would be presented showed a defi cit 
of $100,000. Th is was a matter of great 
concern, but there was no more time to 
review or revise the budget. Mr Greendyk 
and the Treasurer prayed together that 
the Lord would provide for the increased 
fi nancial needs of TBS (USA) in the 
coming months, and they went to the 
board room for their meeting. Just aft er 
Pastor Stehouwer had concluded his 
opening remarks, there was a knock on 
the door. Mr Greendyk was informed 
that the mailman required his signature 
on a certifi ed letter that had arrived. He 
excused himself briefl y to sign the letter, 
and, upon opening it, found a donation 
in the form of a cheque for $100,000—
precisely the amount required for a 
balanced budget. Humanly speaking, 
the donation was from someone entirely 
unknown to any of the board or staff . 
However, everyone present recognised 
that the Lord had answered their prayers.

In the Lord’s goodness the Society is 
still being provided for in this day and 
generation. Another example was in 2014 
when the Society received a particularly 
large legacy and as a result of this legacy 
we have been able to grant hundreds of 
thousands of Bibles and New Testaments 
in many languages to missionaries 
and students throughout the world. 
Whether the donation is big or small it 
is all gratefully received and helps in the 
distribution of Scripture. Th e widow’s 
mite is equally important, and the Society 
appreciates every penny or cent provided. 

Standing for the 
Received Text
Probably one of the most important 
determinations in the history of the 
Trinitarian Bible Society came in the 
late nineteenth century with its refusal 
to accept the Critical Greek Text and the 
Revised Version of the English Bible of 
1881. When TBS was founded in 1831 
there was less danger from varying Greek 
texts; the principal concern was avoiding 
translations based on the Latin Vulgate, 
and ensuring that published editions were 
faithfully translated from the Greek and 
Hebrew. However, the end of that century 
and the dawn of the twentieth saw the 
rise of the Critical Text, which BFBS 
decided to adopt. In God’s providence, 
the TBS stood against this text and to 
this day maintains that the providentially 
preserved true and authentic text is to 
be found in the Masoretic Hebrew Text 
of the Old Testament and the Greek 
Received Text of the New Testament.

Initially the TBS did not adopt a formal 
policy towards the Revised Version of 
the English Bible while it was being 
prepared, but articles in the Quarterly 
Record became gradually more critical of 

it. In October 1898 the 
BFBS was criticised for 
proposing to adopt the 
Revised Version, and 
in October 1901 it was 
noted that people were 
transferring support 
from the BFBS to the 
TBS as a result. Issues 
of the QR in 1902 

also contained critiques, and in 1906 
Dr E. W. Bullinger, the General Secretary 
of the TBS at the time, opposed the 
BFBS for printing the Nestle Greek text, 
believing that F. H. A. Scrivener’s editions 
of the Received Text were preferable.12

Dr E. W. Bullinger
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Th e radical spread of ‘liberal’ theology in 
the latter nineteenth and early twentieth 
century led, in 1935, to an addition to 
the Society’s fourth law concerning 
membership. Members were required to 

acknowledge 
belief ‘in the 
whole Bible as 
the inspired 
Word of God, 
the sole, 
supreme, 
and infallible 
rule of faith 

and practice’ 
as the Society wished to make a defi nite 
declaration that it adhered to the doctrine 
of infallibility and inerrancy—vital to the 
whole concept of Bible translation and 
distribution.13

Anniversaries of the 
Authorised Version
Th e Trinitarian Bible Society has existed 
through two major anniversaries of 
the publication of the Authorised 
(King James) Version. Th e three-
hundred-year anniversary in 1911 gave 
the Society an opportunity to reaffi  rm its 
confi dence in the AV, and the Translator’s 
Preface to the AV was reprinted to mark 
the occasion. 

It was also proposed that a memorial 
be set up to honour William Tyndale: 
this was unveiled in 1913 at Vilvorde, 
Belgium (the site of his martyrdom). In 
the same year TBS presented a copy of 
the Bible to each member of the crew 
of Endurance as Ernest Shackleton’s 
expedition left  for the Antarctic. For 
the four hundredth anniversary in 
1936 of Tyndale’s death, the memorial 
in Vilvorde was renovated by the local 
authorities, with a crowd of more than 
two thousand attending the ceremony. 

A similar celebration took place two 
days later at the Tyndale statue at 
Embankment Gardens in London. 

In 2011 the TBS celebrated the four 
hundredth anniversary of the AV. Th is 
was marked by holding a series of 

commemorative 
meetings around the 
United Kingdom, the 
publication of a special 
commemorative 
edition of the AV 
and a new substantial 
booklet looking back 
at its history and 
infl uence.

Auxiliaries 
and Branches
At the start of the Society, membership 
subscriptions and donations were either 
sent direct to the offi  ce or collected 
under the auxiliary system. Any group 
of interested supporters could form 

TBS edition of the Greek TR 

Tyndale Monument 
at Vilvorde, along 
with architectural 
sketch and a 
donation card 
from the April 1913 
Quarterly Record.
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their own auxiliary, oft en based in a 
single town or village, which would be 
responsible for collecting funds, holding 
meetings, and distributing Bibles. 
Between 1867 and 1881 forty-six new 
auxiliaries were founded in the UK, while 

between 1881 and 1913 a 
further one hundred and 
forty-seven came into being. 
Th e fi rst Australian auxiliary 
began in 1887. Other 
auxiliaries were founded in 
places such as Jamaica, the USA, Canada, 
and Guatemala, and an auxiliary was 
started by the Th adou Baptist Association 
in Northeast India. 

Many of these auxiliaries no longer exist, 
but it is worth noting that some went on 
to form the foundation of TBS’s branches 
and became a vital part of the Society. 
Today the TBS, with Headquarters 
in London, England, has branches in 
Australia, Brazil, Canada, New Zealand, 
and the USA. Th e branches are involved 
in many aspects of the Society’s work, 
in distributing Scriptures worldwide, 
involvement in specifi c translation 
projects, and help provide important 
fi nancial support. As mentioned earlier, 
the Brazilian branch has been heavily 
involved in the Portuguese Bible, and 
since 1994 our Brazilian branch has issued 
large numbers of Portuguese Bibles, 
and over many years millions of New 
Testaments have been distributed annually 
under licence. TBS (New Zealand) has 

been involved in distributing the Maori 
Bible—in 2012 the TBS published a 
minor revision of the 1868 Maori Bible 
which is also available online through 
our New Zealand branch’s Maori website. 
Meanwhile, TBS (USA), in addition 
to working on the Spanish translation, 
have undertaken the responsibility of 
distributing the Scriptures in Spanish, a 
language spoken in twenty other countries 
by approximately a half-billion people 
worldwide.

TBS (Australia) 
has had 
an offi  cial 
presence as a 
branch of the 
Society since 
1995. It fi rst 
operated on a 
part-time basis 

out of a storage unit in Sydney, but by the 
Lord’s goodness the branch grew steadily 
into a full-time operation, eventually 
moving to Graft on in New South Wales. 
Today, the branch receives and dispatches 
orders across Australasia. 

Canada was one of the fi rst places that 
the TBS sent Bibles, and the Society has 
operated there for many years. Today an 
active branch exists there with dedicated 
supporters and active auxiliaries—the 
Canadian branch continues to provide 
much needed support to several of our 
Bible translation and revision projects. 

Auxiliaries remain a valued part of the 
Society, particularly in the USA, Canada, 
and the United Kingdom.

Golden Th oughts 
Calendars 
In 1969 the Society took over the 
publication of the Golden Th oughts 

TBS (USA)

TBS (Australia)
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Calendars, which contain a Scripture 
text for every day of the year. Th e 
calendar had fi rst been published during 
the Second World War by Miss Amy 
Manfi eld Young and they are still being 
published today, eighty years on. Over 
one-half million Golden Th oughts 
Calendars are distributed annually in ten 
languages. Th ese calendars, along with 
our pictorial Words of Life Calendars, 
are a means of entry for the Word of 
God into many places which it might not 
otherwise reach.

‘Hitherto hath the LORD

helped us’
At the 100th anniversary of the TBS the 
annual report stated 

For one hundred years this witness has 
been given; together with the steadfast 
purpose to circulate none other than 
the uncorrupted versions of the Word 
of God, to the plenary inspiration of 
which our second Law bears witness. 
Th e witness of the Society seems to 
be more needed than ever to-day, and 
we look to God that, as the Society 

enters its second century, it may be 
used by Him more and more for the 
circulation of His pure Word, and as 
witness to His Truth.15

As we enter the twentieth decade of the 
Society we can joyfully acknowledge that 
as we started we continue: ‘Hitherto hath 
the LORD helped us’ (1 Samuel 7.12).

Endnotes
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Editorial Director’s 
Report
by Jonathan D. Arnold

T
his Quarterly Record marks the 
190th Anniversary of the Society; 
we once again look at all that the 

Lord has done and say ‘Hitherto hath the 
LORD helped us’ (1 Samuel 7.12) as the 
Society completes nearly two centuries in 
the translation, production, distribution 
and upholding of the Scriptures. It is to 
Almighty God that we give thanksgiving 
for His blessing, guidance, and provision 
and that, despite all the diffi  culties, He has 
made the past twelve months another 
year of encouragement for the Editorial 
Department and the whole Society. It is the 
fi rm foundation that is laid up for us in the 
Word of God, built upon the foundation 
of the apostles and prophets, with Christ 
the chief cornerstone (see Ephesians 2.20), 
that makes the work of upholding and 
distributing the Word imperative.

Psalm 11.3 states ‘If the foundations be 
destroyed, what can the righteous do?’ This 
Psalm was written when the Psalmist was in 
the midst of danger, in perilous times. This 
current generation may feel these times 
to be the most perilous we have had for 
some time. Foundations built on Scripture 
are being questioned and doubted. In the 

opening of Psalm 11 the voice of the enemy 
was calling the Psalmist to fl ee to the 
mountain, but on the other hand he was to 
look to the Lord by faith and remind himself 
‘In the LORD put I my trust … The LORD is
in his holy temple’ (Psalm 11.1,4). The past 
year, and all the trials that many people 
have faced, should have caused us to 
consider what our foundation is. There are 
foundations which may be destroyed and 
there are those which cannot be destroyed. 

Scripture tells us, ‘For other foundation 
can no man lay than that is laid, which is 
Jesus Christ’ (1 Corinthians 3.11). Therefore, 
as individuals we need a foundation for 
eternity, a foundation upon which to rest 
the weight of our soul. That is not to be 
found in a mere sentimental religion nor is 
it to be found on a sandy foundation of self-
righteousness, but only upon the merits of 
Christ’s fi nished work: His great atonement. 
Yes, the foundations upon which the 
individual builds, if it be not that which God 
has laid in Christ, must be destroyed. 

The believer has a foundational book, the 
Bible, that tells us about Christ and is God’s 
revelation to us. It is God’s precious Word, 
and it cannot be destroyed. It has and 
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will be assailed by enemies, by sceptics, 
atheists, rationalists, modernists, and many 
others. Can they destroy it? They may 
destroy it in its usefulness to some, but it 
remains indestructible to the end because 
it is the Word of God and the seed of 
God’s providing, and it will endure forever 
(cf. 1 Peter 1.25). 

The Society, in holding to such a fi rm 
foundation, endeavours to maintain a 
faithful testimony to the Divine authority 
and inspiration of the Holy Scriptures and 
is insistent upon the vital importance of 
preserving the purity of the Biblical text in 
its publications. It has not sought alliances to 
increase notoriety or popularity which only 
water down this stance. However, we seek 
the prayerful support of those who desire 
to stand with us as we seek to promote the 
worldwide distribution of faithful versions of 
the Holy Scriptures. Indeed, we have been 
encouraged to see increasing interest in 
some parts of the world in the providentially 
preserved Word of God. 

Bibles around the world
As set out in the recent Annual Report, the 
Society was able to send the Scriptures to 
111 countries during 2020: people receiving 
the Word of Truth in the form of Bibles, New 
Testaments, Gospels, and Scripture portions 
in many diff erent languages. How merciful 
is our God in enabling us to publish 
translations of Holy Scripture for such wide 
distribution! In the QR marking the 130th 
Anniversary in 1961 the Society noted that 
‘The Precious Seed is being sown in India, 
and Africa, in Greece, Cyprus and Israel, in 
Hong Kong and Formosa, the Philippines 
and the Caribbean—and of course, in our 
own homeland’. It is heart-warming that 
sixty years later we continue to distribute 
the Scriptures among many nations, yet 
we must not be complacent: we have an 

ongoing responsibility to circulate the Word 
of God as the Lord leads.

Good progress on 
translation projects
The Society continues to have numerous 
projects that we are striving to conclude in 
the coming months. In recent days it has 
been a joy to send some items to print that 
will be distributed in the continent of Africa. 

As previously reported, the Shona Bible 
is ready to print and it is our joy to begin 
the print and distribution process for this 
project. This translation is anticipated in 
Zimbabwe where there is great need for 
the Scriptures to be distributed through 
churches and missions. We are most 
grateful to GBS for supporting this project, 
through which we are able to distribute 
thousands of Bibles in Zimbabwe. Please 
remember the printing of this project and 
transportation to Africa in your prayers.

Likewise, the Amharic New Testament 
and Psalms has been sent to print, and we 
continue to work in Ethiopia to facilitate the 
spread of God’s Word and meet the demand 
for Scriptures in that land. Furthermore, 
the Dan/Gio New Testament typesetting 
is now completed and we hope the New 
Testament will be distributed in Liberia next 
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year. This represents a signifi cant amount 
of work by TBS staff  and translators over 
several years. Thanks must be given to 
the Lord for His gracious provision of the 
people, the time and the desire to receive 
God’s Word in these countries. 

Throughout the years many translators 
have laboured for the Society and the 
reader may be interested to read about one 
of those translators in the article by Adrian 
Stoutjesdyk in this QR. 

Just in my time at the Society I have had the 
privilege of working with many, including 
our Turkish and Bulgarian translators who 
have both since passed into eternity. Their 
enduring legacy—and that of all our 
translators, supporters, and workers—is 
supplying faithful translations of the 
Word of God. May we, under 
God, stand 
on the 
shoulders 
of those 
who have 
gone before. 

We would ask 
for particular 
prayer for our 
Turkish Bible 
project. We are 
in the process 
of printing the 
Turkish New 
Testament but 
are seeking a suitably qualifi ed individual 
to check the work completed on the Old 
Testament. 

Other upcoming 
publications
Work continues on the modules that the 
Society has been producing for children 

of school age. We are in the process of 
printing the third module that is for ages 
11-12 years. We hope these can be used in 
classes for children, at home, at school, and 
in the church.

For many years we have had a print fi le 
for our Koine Greek New Testament but 
were not able to adjust the typesetting to 
a clear print font. Following the digitisation 
of our Koine Greek text we are now able 
to do this. While the actual text itself is 
unchanged, we are typesetting it so that 
the print is clearer and with the verse 
numbers exactly positioned to help 
the reader who is seeking to reference 

the verse in their own 
language. 

Supporters 
may also be 

interested to 
know we are 

in the process 
of producing 

a new extra-
large print 

edition of the 
Authorised (King 

James) Version. 
Our current Bible 

for the elderly and 
visually impaired 

is very large in size 
and as we don’t own the rights to this 
setting, it makes the cost higher. We 

hope this new more economical edition 
for the Society will be more portable yet 
still readable for those who need a large 
font size. This continues the Society’s long-
term provision of the English Scriptures 
for those who have sight issues—way 
back in 1961 the Society produced its fi rst 
large print booklet, entitled ‘Confi dence’ 
which contained passages from the Holy 
Scriptures. It was reported at the time that 
‘we wondered whether our fi rst order for 
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ten thousand copies was too ambitious, as 
we estimated that two or three thousand 
copies would be enough for a year. These 
booklets have proved a means of great 
blessing to many readers, and it has 
been necessary to print several editions 
amounting to more than 100,000 copies’ 
(QR 418 p. 6). We trust that our new extra-
large print edition of the English Bible will 
be well used by those who love God’s Word.

As some of our supporters are aware the 
Society is also working on a new project for 
Deaf people, with an experienced British 
Sign Language (BSL) translator having just 
begun a pilot with the Society to provide a 
BSL translation. We are grateful to the Lord 
for sending someone who has considerable 
expertise and is able to work on a volunteer 
basis for the Society. Work has begun on 
the Gospel according to John and will 
be developed over the coming year. As 
set out in the image above, the project is 
based on the Authorised Version and will 
consist of a video recording of a presenter 
signing and be divided by chapter. It will 

be made available through tbsonlinebible.
com. We hope this might provide a vital 
resource for Deaf people, both Christians 
and evangelistically. BSL has been offi  cially 
recognised as a language in its own right 
since March 2002 and has its own grammar 
and syntax, as well as vocabulary that 
includes the expression of vital and complex 
Biblical truths. There are around 87,000 who 
use BSL as their preferred language (where 

English may be a second or third language) 
and currently there are around 151,000 
individuals in the UK who can use BSL (not 
including translators and interpreters).1

Thank you once again for all your prayerful 
support this past year.

‘Finally, brethren, pray for us, that the 
word of the Lord may have free course, 
and be glorifi ed, even as it is with you’ 
(2 Thessalonians 3.1). 

Endnote
1. British Deaf Association, bda.org.uk/help-
resources, accessed 13 August 2021.
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LET US NOT BE
WEARY IN WELL 
DOING by Adrian Stoutjesdyk, 

General Secretary, TBS (Canada)

E
ven today, hundreds of millions of our 
fellow men have never heard the Gospel. 
In countries where Hinduism, Buddhism, 

and Islam are the main religions, only a 
fraction of the populations have heard the 
Word. For example, India is home to 1.380 
billion people, but of these the Gospel has 
not reached 1.314 billion. Almost none of the 
39 million inhabitants of Afghanistan have 
had any access to the Word of God.1 In other 
words, the need to translate and distribute 
Bibles remains urgent. The Lord’s mandate to 
be witnesses unto Him unto the uttermost part of the earth remains incompletely 
fulfi lled. The Lord’s people, including the Society, still have much work to do! 

This article will give you a better understanding of the challenges and hardships 
that confronted a missionary-translator during the last half of the twentieth 
century. Tom Jackson, along with his fi rst wife, Billie, and his second wife, June, 
worked among the Dan (sometimes known as Gio) people of Liberia, a country in 
West Africa. 

waves and the receding skyline of New 
York. Rather, in his early twenties he was 
reviewing the childhood years of his life. 
He remembered leaving his birthplace in 
England and the long journey across the 
Atlantic Ocean from Liverpool to Quebec 
City; he also remembered the days spent 
in a passenger car pulled by a smoke-
belching steam locomotive. His family had 
settled on a farm in the woods of northern 
Saskatchewan, Canada. He had grown up 
there and shivered as he thought back to 

The journey to Liberia 
‘Will I ever see New York again?’

The young man standing in the stern of 
the S.S. West Kebar ignored the rolling 

S.S. West Kebar
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the winter snows that covered the ground 
from October until the fi rst week in May. He 
remembered going to the one-room school 
when it was minus 540 Celsius (650 below 
Fahrenheit).

While studying at a Bible college, he 
had started to think about becoming a 
missionary. However, he did not want to 
become a missionary at all but wanted to 
take over the family farm. His father had 
also hoped that his son would follow in his 
footsteps. Because Tom remembered the 
example of Jonah, he had been afraid to 
ignore the Lord’s hand pointing him to the 
missionary fi eld. Now, in March 1941, he 
was one of the eleven passengers on the 
freighter making the three-week journey to 
Monrovia, the capital of Liberia. 

But who is this young man standing in the 
stern of the Kebar? Why is this Quarterly 
Record featuring an article about Thomas 
Kirsopp Jackson (1917–1990)? Because like 
other missionaries such as William Carey 
and Adoniram Judson, Tom knew that a 
Bible in the native language of the people 
was essential to successful missionary 
activity. Although this article also recounts 
his missionary work, the main focus will be 
on Tom’s important role in translating the 
New Testament into the Dan Gio language. 

Meanwhile Tom continued musing about 

the wonderful way in which the Lord had 
led him. At fi rst there had been no room 
for him on this ship; there had only been 
a berth for a female passenger. In the 
Lord’s providence, one of the other male 
passengers dropped out and Tom took his 
place. In one of his letters to his parents 
Tom wrote, ‘You remember the lady who 
appeared to have gotten in ahead of me 
in getting the passage? She is in serious 
danger, and not only so, but even happy at 
the prospect of becoming your daughter-
in-law!’2

Tom Jackson and Billie Price, another 
member of the missionary team, had 
fallen hopelessly in love! However, they 
had to wait two years to marry: the World 
Evangelization Crusade organisation would 
not allow couples to marry until they had 
been on the mission fi eld for two years. For 
most of those two years Billie was posted to 
an interior mission post. In the 1940s, there 
was no road to that post; it would take 
eight days to walk the 225 km (140 miles) 
to the isolated spot where Billie served the 
Lord! 

Adjusting to life in Liberia 
Tom soon learned many things about life in 
the equatorial jungle. One of his fi rst jobs 
was to chop down trees to build a house 

MonroviaMonrovia
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for a senior worker. A hopeless tangle of 
vines tied the treetops together, making 
it hard to bring the timber to ground. The 
sword grass that grew along the jungle 
paths readily cut into bare skin. The hordes 
of fi erce driver ants, malaria-carrying 
mosquitoes, crop-eating animals—all 
exacerbated by the hot, humid climate and 
monsoon rains— made life diffi  cult for 
everyone. 

Just like all missionaries Tom had to learn 
the language. He knew it would be hard. 
Basa, the language spoken around the 
mission post, was a tonal language. This 
meant that the length and pitch of a word 
gave it a totally diff erent meaning. He was 
confi dent that the Lord would help him 
get the whole language after a while. A 
letter to his parents illustrates this: ‘That 
will take a year at least and more to know 
it thoroughly. Another little boy of about 
seven has just come to school. Glad to see 
him come as it means I shall get to learn 
a bit more of the language. He does not 
know a word of English’. Whenever possible, 
Tom spent six hours each day learning the 
Basa language. ‘It is not even half the battle 
to get the grammar. To actually speak it so 
that you will be understood is the job’. 

Before he learned the language he needed 
an interpreter. Just a few weeks after 
reaching Liberia, Tom and his interpreter 
started to walk a 25 km (16 mile) circuit 
which took them through nine villages. 
At fi rst he felt helpless trying to talk to the 
people who had never attended a church 
service or heard the Gospel. All he could 
do was tell a Bible story and try to weave 
in some Gospel teachings. In May 1941 
he wrote to his parents about preaching 
in Liberia. ‘You must be ready for any 
interruptions, a herd of goats stampeding 
past, or what is even worse, a goat that has 
lost its mother and persists in bleating its 
tale of woe right in our ears. Natives beating 
their corn or making palm oil. Often, they 

pick little creatures from each other’s 
hair, babies cry, and then the frequent 
interruptions to discuss what has been said’. 
At fi rst only two or three people came to 
listen to Tom; he was encouraged when he 
saw one listening closely. 

Although Tom was a missionary, he and 
his colleagues had many other tasks. One 
job was to build a house. ‘I have fallen into 
the head carpenter post and have to boss 
the whole aff air. It is quite some business 
here as you have only hand sawed lumber 
to work with and mostly not even that, 
but just poles and they do not grow any 
straighter than at home. You can only work 
about fi ve hours a day as from eleven to 
three, the sun is dangerous, and you have 
to quit about fi ve in order to get dressed for 
supper’. He became jack-of-all-trades: ‘We 
missionaries farm, teach school, try to be a 
doctor, build chimneys, houses, furniture, 
play tinsmith, and then get on with the big 
job of preaching’. 

The doctoring part of the work was 
diffi  cult not only because he and his fellow 
missionaries had limited skills and resources 
but also because the natives believed that 
spells cast by witch doctors caused some 
of the ailments. Although they knew that 
the Lord was greater than all the powers of 
darkness, the missionaries sometimes did 
not know what to do. 

Tom’s girlfriend, Billie, had been posted 
among the people who spoke the Dan 
language. Billie and a friend once had to 
travel to a place about ten miles away. ‘The 
fi rst fi ve miles were not too bad, but then 
we had to turn clear into the bush and 
practically make our way for the next fi ve. 
At times we were on our hands and knees, 
climbing up steep parts, then sliding down’. 
Billie and her friend were the fi rst white 
people to visit that town! 

In much of Liberia the farmers practised 
shifting cultivation. That means they only 
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used a plot once every seven years. During 
the six fallow years the brush grew back. 
The work was unevenly distributed. The 
men cleared the plots with their machetes 
and burned the waste. Then the women 
planted the crops all day long until sunset 
while the men hunted, gambled, or drank 
potent palm wine. Members of a gambler’s 
society went from village to village and 
craftily ‘cleaned out’ the villagers. Tom wrote 
that he went after the gamblers with ‘fi re 
and brimstone. I do not mind what I say to 
them and it gets them pretty angry when 
their game is showed up. However, it does 
not cure the people’. 

During the fi rst years Tom spent in Liberia, 
mail from home often took months to 
reach the mission post. He described it like 
this: ‘I had been out all day and held up in 
kitchens by rain till 5 p.m. and I was still fi ve 
miles from home. Darkness falls fast here, 
no twilight, so set out and came through 
one and a half hours of pouring rain. Got 
soaked all over and waded through water 

most of the way. The roads are like some 
you have at home [in Saskatchewan], they 
provide an excellent ditch. Anyway, what 
could be sweeter after such a trip than to 
fi nd my table with a pile of letters on it!’ 

Sometimes Tom witnessed unhappy 
scenes, such as the young girls being 
forced to marry older men. ‘Poor kids, an 
old man buys them, and they make a break 
for freedom but seldom get away. It is the 
man with the money who gets the wives, 
and he deals with the father’. One Saturday 
morning he saw the villagers bringing 
back a fi fteen-year-old girl who had run 
away from her husband. When they saw 
her husband, ‘she sprang like a tiger on the 
old man and would have killed him if she 
could. They locked her in a house and when 
I came away, her wail was more hopeless 
and poignant than the wail for the dead. 
This is one of the things that makes one 
heartsick of the darkness of heathendom’. 
Would the coming of the Gospel sweep 
away such sad practices? 

Rural LiberiaRural Liberia
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Be instant in season, out 
of season 
At fi rst the response to Tom’s preaching 
was discouraging. Although many of the 
listeners professed interest in Christianity, 
they often continued in their old ways. 
In April 1942 two young men presented 
themselves for baptism, but they had 
been doing wrong things. ‘Even then, they 
were bold enough to ask for baptism and 
we had to tell them what we knew before 
they would confess. It certainly was a 
sickener and left me wondering if it was 
worthwhile at all. … Personally, I have 
become impressed with a very deep sense 
of my inability to meet the challenge’. Like 
many pastors and missionaries, Tom had to 
learn that only the blessing of the Lord can 
change hearts. 

Many of the people among whom Tom 
worked had become Muslims. This gave 
them a form of religion (albeit false) but 
enabled them to retain their tribal prestige, 
medicine and multiple wives. Humanly 
speaking, this made them more diffi  cult 
to reach with the Gospel given that Islam 
denies the deity of Christ and that He is the 
only Saviour, among other key doctrines of 
the Christian faith. 

Billie and Tom planned to marry early in 
March 1943. To enable that Tom had to 
ride his ‘jungle jeep’ (bicycle) for many 
kilometres to pick up a marriage licence 
at Government House in Monrovia. Then 
he biked on to Gaple, the village in which 
Billie lived. Although no relatives attended 
the wedding, the missionary team and the 
villagers joined in making it a happy day. 

In his letter to his parents dated 5 April1943, 
fi ve weeks after the wedding, Tom wrote 
there had been no problems and that he 
was incredibly happy. He added, ‘I am only 
and even more sure that the Lord has done 
a good thing for me and can think of no 

other woman so completely delightful as 
Billie’. After their marriage, Tom and Billie 
settled into work in a Dan-speaking area. 

Beginning the 
translation work 
The newly married couple began working 
earnestly among the Dan people. Early 
in 1945 Tom preached his fi rst sermon 
in this African language—the fi rst time 
a missionary had spoken to the people 
without an interpreter. 

Tom also applied himself to translating 
the New Testament into the language 
spoken by this tribe, beginning with the 
Gospels according to John and Luke. At 
the time there was no written form of the 
Dan language; there was no such thing as 
a book written in Dan. Tom and a fellow 
missionary designed a written form of the 
language. Once that was done the mission 
set up schools to teach reading skills. To 
facilitate evangelism and aid language skills 
Tom and his colleagues wrote booklets 
such as The Dan Witness and The Way of 
Salvation and compiled a primer in Dan.

Translating the Bible for those in the 
Liberian jungle presented challenges. For 
example, how could he make the phrase 
‘though your sins be as scarlet, they shall 
be as white as snow’ (Isaiah 1.18) for people 
who had never seen snow? Similarly, what 
would be the best way to translate ‘easier 
for a camel to go through the eye of a 
needle’ (Matthew 19.24) for those who had 
never seen a camel? And there was the 
problem expressed by one of the native 
helpers, ‘Teacher, that part about Solomon 
and those wives, we must leave that out. 
Dan people will make a bad meaning from 
that’. Many of the Dan men had more than 
one wife. In spite of such conundrums, 
faithfulness to God’s Word is nonetheless 
paramount. 
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Tom’s missionary duties continued, and 
this slowed the progress of the translation 
work. By October 1952 Tom and Billie had 
fi nished drafts of the Gospel according to 
John and 1 Timothy, and Luke was ready 
for the fi nal typing. Tom had to design and 
make a special keyboard for the typewriter 
because the Dan alphabet had ten vowels 
and forty consonants, and its written form 
also needed special accents to indicate the 
voice tone to be used. A diff erent accent 
could change the whole meaning of a word. 

After more than twenty years in Liberia 
Billie and Tom went on furlough in 1962. By 
then Tom had fi nished the fi rst draft of fi ve 
Epistles. After the furlough, their daughter, 
Beth, stayed behind in the United States to 
further her education. 

Shortly after returning to Liberia Billie 
suff ered a stroke. Tom noted, ‘As the weeks 
went by it became clear that Africa was 
not the place of such convalescence and 
we had to face the inevitable move. I 
could not get courage to tell our people, 
but they were wise enough to sense it’. 
Tom and Billie settled in North Carolina 
and continued with the translation work. 
In addition, he became the pastor of two 
congregations in that state. 

In sickness and in health 
In November 1973 Tom and Billie returned 
to Liberia. How things had changed in the 
thirty years since they had fi rst come! Then 
they had seen villages of thatched huts, and 
people and witch doctors who practiced 
an animistic religion of fetishes, idols, and 
charms. Now the thatched huts had been 
replaced with metal roofi ng. Modern roads 
and telephones had also come to the Dan 
country. Most importantly, many of them 
now were literate and had access to a 
partially complete Dan Bible. 

Tom wanted to devote most of his time to 
translating the Bible. By this time he and 

fellow missionaries had been working on 
this project for thirty years. Tom felt an 
urgency to fi nish the translating project. 
‘It’s just something I’ve got to do’, he said, 
‘and I’m scared I’m going to die before I get 
it done. I’m worried because I don’t know 
who will pick it up after me’. He wanted the 
help of native speakers to check over the 
manuscripts and some points of meaning 
and tones. 

By the end of 1973 the entire New 
Testament, Daniel, Genesis and Ruth had 
been translated but much proofreading 
was necessary. Tom typed all the four 
hundred pages of the New Testament on 
his self-designed typewriter. During this 
time in Liberia, he also read the whole 
of the New Testament recording it on to 
twenty-seven hours of cassette tapes for 
further checking and safekeeping. Happily, 
the World Evangelistic Crusade organised 
the typesetting and eventual printing. 
Until his death in 1990 Tom regularly 
corresponded with the Trinitarian Bible 
Society, in particular with the General 
Secretary of the time, Terence Brown. 
The Society agreed to publish the New 
Testament. 

After their return to North Carolina Billie’s 
health continued to decline. One ailment 
after another wore her down. She passed 
away in November 1978. Although her 
passing pained him to his very soul and 
made him say ‘What will I ever do without 
her?’ the Lord enabled him to continue 
with his translation work. In the midst of 
this, ‘in the early morning hours I battled at 
my Dan New Testament, page by unwilling 
page, and verse by verse, and word by 
word even to the letter and the tone … 
We made progress’. 

During his time in the United States 
Tom had corresponded with another 
mission worker in Liberia whom Tom and 
Billie had met previously. June Hobley 
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had previously translated the New 
Testament into Basa and as soon as that 
was completed she had started learning 
another language, Mano, a language 
similar to Dan. In December 1979, 
Tom returned to Liberia and fi nished 
Revelation; ‘those last two chapters are 
tough, but I ploughed through’. A few days 
later, on 29 December, he and forty-seven- 
year-old June married among their Dan 
friends. 

Publication of the Dan 
New Testament 
A very big day in the history of these 
Scriptures was 25 May 1981. Tom wrote, 
‘Our Dan New Testaments arrived. We 
got shipping papers last Monday. By 
Wednesday, the ship was dockside. 
Thursday we armed ourselves with all 
the documents plus a double portion of 
hopefully patient enduring determination 
… A tired old F-6 
[pickup truck] was 
standing like the 
Biblical workers in 
the marketplace, 
waiting to be hired 
(Matthew 20). He 
gave us a reasonable 
price, so we made a 
deal and guided him 
to the warehouse 
door, loaded them 
up, all ninety-six 
cases, a good load. 
… Now they are 
all piled up in the 
carport, the end of a 
long journey.’

Although frequently 
on the road to 
preach at various 
village meetings, 
Tom and June 

continued translating the Old Testament. 
In November 1985 he wrote that he had 
worked on ‘proofreading the last half of the 
Psalms, have gone over them at least four 
times, still fi nd a thing or two that slips past, 
but it is almost ready now’. Sadly, however, 
things were changing in Liberia.

In due season we shall 
reap 
In December 1985 came news about an 
attempted coup. ‘It shook the land all right, 
reports are about six hundred killed. It was 
a shock to the nation and brought much 
distress’. Church attendance continued to 
increase but Tom often wondered about 
the depth of many conversions. Much of it 
focused on outward deliverances, such as 
healing from a snake bite and being spared 
in a car wreck. ‘All right and good, but if that 
is the concept we have of salvation, not 
good enough’. 

Learning to use 
computers took 
some time. Once 
Tom was somewhat 
computer literate, 
the translation 
work became 
easier. Reading 
through his letters 
from these years 
makes it plain that 
Tom and his wife 
were busy people. 
He repeatedly 
writes about his 
translating work. ‘I 
have squeezed in a 
lick here and there 
on the computer, 
plus eight pages 
of 2 Kings through 
up to chapter 
four’. Although it 
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swallowed up immense amounts of time, 
Tom often found spiritual joy in his work. 
The work was not just typing words and 
verses. ‘The Word lives and the life comes 
through. So much of the Psalms are 
the sob of very human people clinging 
stubbornly to the promises but baffl  ed by 
the contradictions that surround them’. 
When he came to the last verse of Psalm 
150 he was tempted to add words but 
resisted the temptation. ‘All that was within 
me cried out to add to that last Hallelujah 
what David the son of Jesse spoke to end 
his prayers: Amen and amen’.

The sense of unrest that had been growing 
for some years erupted in December 1989. 
Fighting broke out between government 
troops and guerrilla forces in the area 
that was home to the Dan people. On 24 
December 1990 two of the largest Dan 
villages were destroyed and many civilians 
died while others fl ed into the relative 
safety of the forest. 

In his 26 January 1990 letter to Terence 
Brown of the Trinitarian Bible Society, 
Tom urged TBS to undertake a revision of 
the whole New Testament. ‘It is overdue 
a revision. My own knowledge of the 
language has expanded considerably 
… Therefore I underscore my recent 
suggestion that you seriously consider a 
short run to meet the present demand, and 
we will give all available time and eff ort to a 
complete revision’. It was not to be. 

One evening in March 1990 a 
rebel offi  cer came to the Jackson 
home. He stayed for supper. Just 
before he left he said, ‘Stay put 
right here; don’t go anywhere 
and you will be perfectly safe’. 
The next morning government 
soldiers came. They ordered 
Tom and June Jackson to leave 
in their Land Rover. Sadly, rebel 
fi ghters thought the Land Rover 
was a government vehicle and 

opened fi re. Mrs Jackson died instantly. 
Tom, although injured, managed to get out. 
He prayed for the rebel soldiers and then 
died in the arms of the offi  cer who had 
come for dinner the previous evening. 

Today 
Many years passed but in due course the 
Dan Literacy and Translation Association 
(DALITA) contacted the Society with a 
plan to revise the New Testament text 
and correct some textual errors. In 2008 
that task was taken on by the Society in 
association with these godly Liberian 
Christians. Lord willing, the fi le for the 
revised New Testament will be ready this 
year, providing the Dan people with an 
accurate edition of God’s Word in their 
own language. It is our prayerful wish that 
the Lord will add His blessing and use this 
translation to the honour of His Name, 
the edifi cation of His church, and the 
conversion of lost sinners. 

Endnotes 
1. ‘Ranglijst onbereikte volken spiegel en aansporing 
voor westerse christen’, Reformatorisch Dagblad, 
www.rd.nl/ artikel/913591-ranglijst-onbereiktevolken- 
spiegel-en-aansporing-voorwesterse-christen, 
accessed 8 March 2021. 

2. Letter extracts taken from In the Hollow of His Hand: 
The Life and Letters of Tom Jackson. Complied by Miriam 
Gautier. Available online at https://theaquilareport.com/
wp-content/uploads/2014/10/Life-Letters-of-Tom-
Jackson-small-fi le.pdf last accessed 9 August 2021.

Dan Translation TeamDan Translation Team
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T
he Operations Report in the last 
Quarterly Record/Annual Report 
contained a thorough overview of 

the department’s work during 2020. In this 
article more recent operations updates 
are presented, including a signifi cant Bible 
distribution opportunity for 2022, news 
of our children’s quizzes, expressions of 
thanks from grantees, and notes on the 
work of TBS auxiliaries.

Platinum 
Jubilee 
Commemorative 
Bible
On 6 February 2022, God 
willing, Her Majesty The 
Queen will become the 
fi rst British monarch to 
celebrate a platinum jubilee 
for seventy years of service, 
having acceded to the throne 
on 6 February 1952 at the age 
of twenty-fi ve. Throughout 
the year Her Majesty and 
members of the Royal Family plan to 
travel around the United Kingdom 
to undertake engagements to mark 
this historic occasion, culminating 
with the Platinum Jubilee Weekend 
in June 2022. 

The Society is planning to publish a limited-
edition commemorative Bible to mark the 
Platinum Jubilee. Ideal for free distribution, 
this special Royal Ruby Text Bible will 
feature a platinum-coloured foil stamp on a 
purple cover bearing the offi  cial emblem of 
the Platinum Jubilee.

Forty thousand Diamond Jubilee Bibles 
were distributed by the Society in 2012 

on the occasion of the 
Queen’s sixty years on 
the throne. Many were 
given to schoolchildren 
throughout the UK 
via our auxiliary 
network as well as by 
supporting churches 
and individuals. 
Distribution was also 
beyond our shores, 
particularly to the 
Commonwealth 
nations, Europe, and 
the USA. Might the 
Lord be pleased 
to match or even 

exceed this large number for the Platinum 
Jubilee in 2022? We invite all supporters 
in the UK and also in Commonwealth 
countries to consider how you might be 
able to take the opportunity presented by 
this event to distribute Bibles to children, 

Operations Report
by Philip A. Blows
Operations Director
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family members, and neighbours. God 
willing, this column will contain further 
suggestions for distribution of Jubilee 
Bibles in a future Quarterly Record. 

Children’s Quiz
Over recent years the Society has issued 
annual quizzes for children on various 
themes which are topical to TBS. In 2017 we 
commemorated fi ve hundred years since 
Martin Luther published his Ninety-fi ve 
Theses with quizzes about his life. In 2019 
our quizzes were about William Tyndale, 
the great English Bible translator, and for 
2020 they were based on the TBS children’s 
article How We Got Our English Bible. Last 
year the TBS Headquarters and branch 
offi  ces received a combined total of 104 
quiz submissions. This resulted in 51 English 
Presentation Bibles being awarded as prizes 
and 212 Romanian New Testaments being 
sent to children in Romania on behalf of 
quizzers who selected the option of having 
Scriptures granted to children in Romania 
as their prize. (We were able to grant four 
New Testaments per entrant due to the low 
production cost of that publication).

As has been mentioned in previous 
editions of this magazine, the quiz for 
2021 is based on the TBS article The Pilgrim 
Fathers and their Bible by Mr Graham 
Chewter which was published in Quarterly 
Record number 633. The quiz prizes are 
an Illustrated Royal Ruby Text Bible or a 
hardback Daily Light devotional for the 
quizzer, or an Illustrated Royal Ruby Text 
Bible to be donated to a child in Nigeria via 
one of our trusted grantees. Completed 
quizzes have been arriving steadily and a 
few days ago a very encouraging letter was 
received from a mother whose children had 
completed the quiz:

I wanted to write to express my 
appreciation for your cards to the 
children on completion of their 2021 

TBS quiz. I also appreciate all the 
eff orts of putting the quiz together. It 
certainly kept the children’s attention 
and concentration with the interesting 
questions and wordsearch. They all 
really enjoyed drawing their own 
pictures of poor John Howland, who had 
a wonderful testimony of deliverance.

[Our children] have gained such a lot 
from, not only the understanding of the 
quiz, but also the opportunity of giving 
to Africa.

For [one of our sons], the opening of 
his Daily Light parcel was very special. 
He was so excited and took it out to 
the front garden to open in front of his 
siblings and neighbours’ children. He 
stood and read loudly and clearly the 
reading for that morning to the other 
children who sat on the grass playing, 
but half listening! I could hear his voice 
from inside the house and it was a 
precious moment in his life. 

The neighbours’ children have now 
all done, those who were eligible, the 
junior quiz. I was very impressed with 
their motivation and perseverance. 
They also enjoyed the wordsearch and 
picture questions. All four completed 
quizzes are now with their mother with 
an addressed envelope and I am hoping 
and praying that it will be sent across to 
you via TBS as they are not church goers, 
but have been very gracious in receiving 
various Christian literature items over 
the past two or three years.

Many thanks again for all your hard work 
and labours.

Oh, that the Lord would give us boldness 
like this young boy, to read the Scriptures 
publicly to our friends and neighbours 
without fear or embarrassment! So often 
we can be cowardly, ensnared by the fear of 
man and operating almost as ‘undercover 
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Christians’. May the Lord give us boldness 
and confi dence in Him so that we might 
stand up and stand out for the Kingdom of 
God. ‘The fear of man bringeth a snare: but 
whoso putteth his trust in the LORD shall be 
safe’ (Proverbs 29.25).

News from Grantees
Earlier this year I received an email from 
one of our grantees in Zambia, in which he 
reported the good news that in answer to 
their prayers the large TBS grant of English 
Bibles, booklets, and posters which we had 
despatched in October 2020 had arrived. 
He wrote, ‘We very much appreciate the 
generosity of TBS, and we thank God for 

the safe arrival’. Included in the grant were 
800 text Bibles, 200 reference Bibles, 1,249 
Scripture posters, and 1,200 articles. 

In July I received a letter from a pastor 
in Nigeria who over recent years has 
received Scriptures via one of our key 
grants contacts in that country. The letter 
contained the following expressions of 
thankfulness:

Ever since I graduated in the year 
2016 till date I have been receiving 
free copies of the (TBS) Bible, which 
I use for evangelism and outreaches. 
And it has been a soul lifting and 

source of encouragement to new 
converts in Christ.

Based on this numerous selfl ess service 
you render is the only reason why I 
write to express my innermost heartfelt 
appreciation to you all. Once again, I 
say thanks so much for your constant 
love and passion to ensure that the 
knowledge of God’s Word spread and 
fi ll the whole earth. I pray may the good 
Lord bless you with more provision for 
His work in your hand in Jesus’s name.

Auxiliary Activity
On 21 August we held the fi rst public 
meeting at our Headquarters since 2019 
in the form of an inaugural meeting for 
the Greater London Auxiliary. The meeting 
took place at our Headquarters in London 
and was attended by supporters from 
various parts of the capital representing 
several churches and denominations. It 
was good to refl ect on the long history of 
this newly expanded auxiliary which was 
originally formed in 1897, and to consider 
in the ministry of God’s Word how we are 
to ‘do good unto all men, especially unto 
them who are of the household of faith’ 
(Galatians  6.10).

The Greater London Auxiliary is making 
a good contribution to the Scripture 
distribution work undertaken by the UK 
auxiliaries. In 2020 the Scripture distribution 
fi gures for all UK Auxiliaries were as follows:

 Bibles: 4,662 
 New Testaments: 1,156 
 Portions & Scripture Items: 11,235

We trust that the Lord will help all TBS 
auxiliary personnel here in the UK and also 
in Canada and the United States (most 
of whom are volunteers) as they work to 
promote the Word of God in their regions, 
and also make known the work of the 
Society and its principles.

A shipment of Bibles arrivesA shipment of Bibles arrives
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Membership subscriptions for 2022 are now due. 

W
e are grateful to all those who have identifi ed with us this year by being 
members of the Society, and we now take this opportunity to invite you 
to renew membership for 2022. 

In our Members’ Survey taken in 2019, almost 86% of the Society’s membership 
were in favour of an increase in the subscription fee and less than 4% were 
against. The Society’s membership fee was last increased from ‘one pound’ to ‘not 
less than fi ve’ in 1989. When the Society was established the subscription fee was 
linked to the cost of four Bibles, and this remains a helpful measure. On the basis 
of the information sent to Members and the Resources Director’s address at the 
AGM, the Society’s Members at the 2021 AGM voted to amend the Membership 
Subscription from 1 October 2021.

The tariff  will be as follows:

 Ordinary membership: £20.00

Discounted membership for students, pensioners, or the unemployed: £12.50

Discounted membership for those in developing countries: £5.00 1

Membership for pre-existing Life Members: No charge (new Life Membership is 
no longer available)

Please see the Membership insert for individual branch prices.

Membership, which runs from January to December and is renewable annually, 
can be taken out online at www.tbsbibles.org/membership. Alternatively, 
the enclosed form can be completed and returned directly to any of the TBS 
addresses given in the back of the Quarterly Record. 

To all who have faithfully supported us through membership, and to those who 
will take this opportunity to join, we and those around the world who have 
received faithful copies of the Scriptures are deeply thankful.

1TBS regards a developing country as a low and middle-income country (LMIC) as set out and recognised 

by international agencies. These are countries where wages are particularly low and the economy is less 

developed. The determination of a country as ‘developing’ in the context of membership is at the discretion 

of the Society and we may review your membership if a suitable category has not been selected.

Membership Renewal
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PRODUCT NEWS 

Large Print (Family) 
Windsor Text Bible

T
he Society has recently 
introduced a new large print 
text Bible to its range of English 

Bibles. The Large Print Windsor 
Text Bible is a 23% enlargement 
of the regular Windsor Text Bible 
and has distinctive clear text 
with good line spacing for 
optimum readability. 

The Large Print Windsor Text 
Bible is available in black, blue, and 
red vinyl covered hardback and also in 
calfskin leather. Each edition features:

11.8 point font

Page Size: 232 x 164mm (9.1" x 6.5")

Black text throughout

Sewn binding

Two marker ribbons

Gift presentation page

The Epistle Dedicatory

List of pronunciation of words and  
 proper names

Bible word list

Daily reading plan

Hardback Editions 
Product Codes: 35LP/ABK (Black) | 
35LP/ABL (Blue) | 35LP/ARD (Red)

UK £14.00 | AUS $28.60 | CAN $23.00 | 
NZ $28.00 | USA $20.00

The hardback editions are available in 
three colours: black, blue, and red. They 
make an excellent choice for children, 
or for evangelistic eff orts amongst the 
older generations. 
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Large Print Family 
Windsor Text Bible 
(calfskin)
Product Code: 35LP/UBK 

UK £60.00 | AUS $122.65 | 
CAN $95.00 | NZ $120.00 | 
USA $75.00

The leather edition has now 
replaced the Family Presentation 
Bible and includes presentation 
and family record pages on the 
front endpapers. This Bible is 
particularly suitable for giving to 
a couple on the occasion of their 
marriage. 
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Maltese
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Introduction

M
alta is a small 
group of 
islands situated 

in the middle of the 
Mediterranean Sea, 
just south of Sicily. It 
was colonised in the 
eighth century BC by the 
Phoenicians, who used it 
as an outpost for further exploration and 
trade around the Mediterranean. They 
brought with them their Semitic language 
and culture. Maltese is the national 
language of Malta, 
although English is also 
an offi  cial language 
and spoken by most. 
Interestingly, Maltese is 
currently the only Semitic 
language to use the Latin 
script.

Christianity in 
Malta
The vast majority of the 
Maltese people are Roman 
Catholic (98%), although only 

about half the population 
now regularly attend 
services. The festival of 
the local patron saint is 
widely celebrated by the 
people. The account of 
how the Apostle Paul was 
shipwrecked on the island 
is also a large part of the 

Maltese religious fabric, although there is 
much unsupported tradition alongside the 
Biblical account. 

Only due to British 
infl uence have Anglican 
and Methodist churches 
been established and 
recognised, although 
these have always been 
in the minority. In 2007 
the Evangelical Alliance 
of Malta was founded. 
There are several 
active Protestant 
congregations on the 
island who use the TBS 
Maltese Bible.

by Hannah Woodhams

Sales and Grants Assistant
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VallettaValletta



Issue Number: 637– October to December 2021

39

Another Bible was produced by George 
Preca and printed in several editions 
between 1880 and 1962; this version 
was based on the Latin Vulgate. 
Preca encouraged Peter Paul Saydon 
to continue his work, and Saydon 
translated a Bible from the Hebrew 
and Greek with reference to the Latin 
Vulgate; this became the Maltese Roman 
Catholic Bible.

TBS Maltese Bible
Beginning in 1963 Karm Zammit worked 
on a Maltese translation based on the 
Authorised (King James) Version and 
the Hebrew and Greek texts. Zammit’s 
translation of the New Testament 
was published by the Trinitarian Bible 
Society in 1971, with the complete Bible 
following in 1980. The Maltese Bible was 
subsequently reprinted by the Society in 
1983 and 2006. 

In the following decades many changes 
have occurred to the Maltese language and 
the government has sought to standardise 
the language. As a result, TBS are revising 
the Maltese Bible, with the team seeking to 
use vocabulary and grammar that refl ects 
the current literary standard of the language.

Maltese Bibles
Mikiel Anton Vassalli began Maltese Bible 
translation work in the 1790s with the four 
Gospels. In the 1820s the Gospel according 
to John as translated by Giuseppe Cannolo 
was printed by the Church Missionary 
Society, followed by the other Gospels and 
the book of Acts. In the mid-nineteenth 
century the Vassalli Gospels were revised 
by Michael Camilleri who then completed 
the New Testament; it was published 
in 1847 by the Society for Promoting 
Christian Knowledge. 

Distribution of the Maltese Gospel Distribution of the Maltese Gospel 
according to John according to John 

Distribution of the TBS Maltese Distribution of the TBS Maltese 
Gospel according to John in MaltaGospel according to John in Malta
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Europe

From Scotland
I trust all is well with you and 
your work. Please accept the 

enclosed gift of £10 toward the work of 
the Trinitarian Bible Society. As always, 
Daddy and Mummy have agreed to draw 
the cheque on their account as I do not 
have my own cheque book. It is wonderful 
that so many people in other countries are 
thirsting for the Word! I was very pleased 
with the colouring books I recently ordered 
from you. I sent them to the Falconer 
Trust, and they gratefully received them, 
and will have them sent to the Falconer 
home in Africa, where, not only will they 
provide amusement for the children, but 
will also speak the truth to them. You are 
remembered in our prayers.

From Romania
We acknowledge with thanks the 
receipt of the Romanian Bibles, New 

Testaments and booklets. Here we give 
accommodation to cancer patients who 
come to the clinics for radiotherapy and 
chemotherapy treatments. They stay with 
us because it is too far for them to travel 

The Word of God
Among All Nations

each day for a fi fteen-minute treatment 
and we off er free transport to the clinic. We 
have many opportunities to share our faith 
with them and help them understand how 
to cope with their illness and recuperation. 
We place a Bible in each of their bedrooms 
and we have a selection of Christian 
literature in a small library for them to 
read. When they leave us, we present them 
with a Bible and a plant pot (with a plant) 
which has the verse of John 3.16 printed on 
it. They are always ready to receive these 
gifts and we pray that the Word of God will 
make an impact on them even after they 
leave us and return to their homes. Thank 
you for the kind gift.

Africa

From Nigeria
The Bible encourages us to give 
thanks in every situation even at 

the least service one received from either 
God or humanity. To remain an obedient 
servant of God is the reason I write this 
letter of appreciation to you for the free 
copies of the Bible you sent to me. I am 
an alumnus of the [Theological Seminary] 

Although certain phrases and expressions used in these letters may not be doctrinally 
accurate or in correct English, we reproduce the letters essentially as received, 
knowing that the Lord is using His Word to the glory of His Name and the furtherance 
of His Kingdom as the Scriptures are distributed among the nations of the world.
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and am a member of the reformed pastors’ 
fellowship at the same institution and an 
affi  liate evangelist. Ever since I graduated in 
the year 2016 till date I have been receiving 
free copies of the TBS Bible, which I use for 
evangelism and outreach. And it has been 
a soul lifting and source of encouragement 
to new converts in Christ. Once again, I say 
thanks so much for your constant love and 
passion to ensure that the knowledge of 
God’s Word spread and fi ll the whole earth. 

From Mozambique
800 Portuguese Bibles designated 
for the war-torn Cabo Delgado in 

the North of Mozambique delivered today 
in the morning. A special request for Bibles 
came from Pastors in this region. Most of 
them left behind their Bibles when fl eeing 
from Islamic radicals. COVID-19 measures 
are restricting our movements across Africa. 

From Ghana
The fi rst time we received the 
Bibles from your ministry was 

around the month of May 2021. What an 
excellent work done! This was awesome 
and overwhelming. We don’t have enough 
words to defi ne our gratitude, but the 

Omniscient Lord is our witness of how 
much your Bibles have done in both our 

life and the lives of all those 
to whom the Bibles were 
distributed. Whenever the Lord 
gave us opportunity and time, 
the Bibles could be distributed 
to poor marginalised who do 
not have Bibles, including in the 
student hostels and in buses, to 
the villages sometimes when I 
am on trip in the streets, in the 
market places etc. 

This could be either during 
evangelism or just personal 
visiting time. All the Bibles you 
sent us have been distributed, 
and we are amazed at the 
changes it is bringing into the 

lives of people, and they promise to serve 
the Lord with all their heart, and some 
promise to write to you. We wish to request 
more Bibles to help us in our evangelism 
distribution and for friends, family members 
and other interesting people that want to 
know more about the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Bibles distributed in MozambiqueBibles distributed in Mozambique

Bibles in GhanaBibles in Ghana
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From Zambia via the FGEA
On Saturday morning, we prepared 
for the meeting which took place in a 

community hall. This was the fi rst meeting 
to be held in this part of the nation. Amid 
Covid-19 restrictions people crowded 
the hall to hear us speak and to receive a 
copy of the Bible. We had 143 participants, 
both men and women. Mbala is a small 
yet historical town in the northern part of 
Zambia close to Lake Tanganyika, a few 
miles from Mpulungu 
harbour. For those who 
could aff ord to do so 
there are no bookshops 
where people could buy 
Bibles. Most people live 
in the outskirts of the 
town and depend on 
farming. We distributed 
a total of 133 Bibles to 
the participants, also 
we gave out books and 
Scripture posters. Our 
going there served 
as a relief to a few 
Christians who heard 
about us going there 
and believed. This is 
because it was their fi rst 
time to have people 
distributing Bibles in 
the manner we do. After 

the meeting was over and 
that evening, our host 
kept on receiving phone 
calls from people who saw 
others with new Bibles. 
There is a great need for 
Bibles both in English and 
local languages in the area 
which includes Mpulungu. 
The local language Bibles 
used there are Mambwe-
lungu and Bemba. It is our 
prayer that as the Lord 
supply our need, we shall 

return there and move further to Mpulungu 
in distributing the Word of God.

From Zambia
I would like, fi rst and foremost to thank 
God for the gift of life and for the provision 
of our dear Saviour who our sin bearer 
is. It is a joy to know and experience His 
forgiveness. Thank you to TBS for the Bible 

Posters being distributed in ZambiaPosters being distributed in Zambia
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grant. The Bibles reached me through the 
post offi  ce on 24 February 2021. The Bibles 
were distributed in Lumezi and Lundazi 
districts, Eastern Province, Zambia. On 19 
March 2021, 10 Royal Ruby Text Bibles were 
distributed to health workers based at two 
rural health clinics. To get to the two clinics, 
we had to cross a 
river called Lukusuzi 
river. On 9 April 2021, 
by God’s grace, the 
14 Royal Ruby Text 
Bibles and 20 Pocket 
New Testament 
and Psalms were 
distributed to 
teachers and pupils 
at a primary school. 
The head teacher 
expressed gratitude 
for the kindness 
shown in provision 
of the Bibles to the 
learners and teachers. 

The other recipients of the Bibles were 
farmers and college students. There is a 
longing by many to have God’s written 
Word. The distribution of the Bibles has 
helped in part to point to a need of having 
a trustworthy translation of the Bible in 
Tumbuka. 

Distributing to healthcare workersDistributing to healthcare workers

Crossing the Lukusuzi riverCrossing the Lukusuzi river
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The Americas

From Bolivia
Distribution of Spanish Words of Life 
calendars after worship in a church 

in Cochabamba, Bolivia. 

From Colombia
Believers distribute Spanish New 
Testaments and supplies to aff ected 

families who lost everything in a fi re that 
consumed 20 homes in the community of 
Malabar Alto in Manizales, Colombia.

Dominican Republic
Children from Valverde Mao, 

Dominican Republic, receive with joy a copy 
of the Spanish New Testament with Psalms 
and Proverbs to listen to their parents read 
to them the Word of God in their own 
language.

New Testaments given to the displaced in Colombia New Testaments given to the displaced in Colombia 

Words of Life Calendar received in BoliviaWords of Life Calendar received in Bolivia 44

Children with Spanish New Testaments, Psalms and ProverbsChildren with Spanish New Testaments, Psalms and Proverbs
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 THE AIMS OF THE SOCIETY
To publish and distribute the Holy 
Scriptures throughout the world in 
many languages.

To promote Bible translations which 
are accurate and trustworthy, conform-
ing to the Hebrew Masoretic Text of the 
Old Testament, and the Greek Textus 
Receptus of the New Testament, upon 
which texts the English Authorised 
Version is based.

To be instrumental in bringing light 
and life, through the Gospel of Christ, 
to those who are lost in sin and in the 
darkness of false religion and unbelief.

To uphold the doctrines of reformed 
Christianity, bearing witness to the equal 
and eternal deity of God the Father, God 
the Son and God the Holy Spirit, One 
God in three Persons.

To uphold the Bible as the inspired, 
 inerrant Word of God.

For the Glory of God and the Increase 
of His Kingdom through the circu-
lation of Protestant or uncorrupted 
 versions of the Word of God.

Trinitarian Bible Society
William Tyndale House 

29 Deer Park Road 
London SW19 3NN, England

email: contact@tbsbibles.org

www.tbsbibles.org
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