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The Light of the World
Throughout the Bible, we read many texts about light. Find each verse. Then match it to the person who said it 
listed at the right. May the words of the Bible shine into our hearts.

 1.  A light to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of Thy people  • 
Israel. Luke 2:   

 2.  I am come a light into the world, that whosoever believeth  • 
on Me should not abide in darkness. John 12:   

 3.  The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear?  • 
Psalm 27:   

 4.  For ye were sometimes darkness, but now are ye light in  • 
the Lord: walk as children of light. Ephesians 5:   

 5.  Let the day perish wherein I was born, and the night in which  • 
it was said, There is a man child conceived. Let that day be  
darkness; let not God regard it from above, neither let the  
light shine upon it. Job 3:    –   

 6.  For the commandment is a lamp; and the law is light; and  • 
reproofs of instruction are the way of life. Proverbs 6:   

  7.  The people that walked in darkness have seen a great light:  • 
they that dwell in the land of the shadow of death, upon  
them hath the light shined. Isaiah 9:   

 8.  He revealeth the deep and secret things: He knoweth  • 
what is in the darkness, and the light dwelleth with Him.  
Daniel 2:   

 9.  But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy  • 
nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the  
praises of Him who hath called you out of darkness into  
His marvellous light. 1 Peter 2:   

10.  And the city had no need of the sun, neither of the moon,  • 
to shine in it: for the glory of God did lighten it, and the  
Lamb is the light thereof. Revelation 21:   

 11.  And        said, Let there be light: and there was light.  • 
Genesis 1:   

12.  To give light to them that sit in darkness and in the shadow  • 
of death, to guide our feet into the way of peace.  
Luke 1:   
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STATEMENT OF PURPOSE
Learning & Living is the official publication of the 
 Netherlands Reformed Christian Educational Association.  
Its purpose is to promote Christian education according  
to Reformed principles. The home, the church, but also  
the school has the responsibility to Train up a child in  
the way he should go (Proverbs 22:6a), for the Lord has 
promised that when he is old, he will not depart from it 
(Proverbs 22:6b). While no one is able to properly do this  
of himself, we must pray and strive to place God and  
His infallible Word at the center of all instructions given  
and policies developed.
Our goal for Learning & Living is that it may be a channel  
of communication providing guidance to foster the 
continued improvement of Christian instruction and 
nurturing of our youth. Its pages are an open forum for 
articles and studies on Christian teaching and parenting. 
Articles are invited from teachers, pastors, and lay persons  
of the NRC and our school communities.
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Meditation

Seeking a Right Way for Us and Our Children
Rev. E.C. Adams, Picture Butte, Alberta
Taken from the January 2011 issue of The Banner of Truth

“To seek of Him a right way for us, and for our little ones” 
(Ezra 8:21).

When, the Lord willing, you read this, the old year will be  
   history, and by the Lord’s great mercy and goodness,  
we will be standing at the threshold of a new year—a new 
year with, perhaps, many uncertainties, numerous fears,  
the threatening judgments of the Lord, and great needs both 
for our bodies and souls. When we look about us, when we 
observe how iniquity and the hardening of the hearts is 
increasing also by many within the church (Matthew 24:12),  
it becomes clear that we are coming closer and closer to the 
end times. We read in 1 Peter 4:17, “For the time is come that 
judgment must begin at the house of God.” The psalmist has 
also declared in Psalm 99:1, “The LORD reigneth; let the 
people tremble.” Also in this year, the Lord shall fulfill all His 
counsel (Isaiah 46:10), and 
Christ shall continue to gather 
a church unto Himself by 
Word and Spirit. May we be 
given to do as Ezra did who, 
through the work of the Holy 
Spirit, sought a right way for 
himself and his dear ones 
through the desert on their 
way to Jerusalem.
 Ezra was a priest and a 
scribe who walked in the 
tender fear of the Lord. He 
lived in Babylon under the 
reign of Artaxerxes. By his 
godly walk, he made a deep 
impression upon this mighty 
ruler whose domain consisted of 127 provinces. We read of 
Ezra in chapter 7:10, “For Ezra had prepared his heart to seek 
the law of the LORD, and to do it, and to teach in Israel statutes 
and judgments.” The Lord, who has all hearts in His hand, 
inclined the heart of this great monarch to give Ezra permis-
sion to return to Jerusalem in the year 458 BC with all those 
who had willing hearts.
 This was a dangerous and lengthy journey of at least six 
hundred miles if they went by a direct route, and it would have 
been even longer if they took a northerly route. It was a 
journey through a hot, dry desert, and they were faced with 
many dangers. Of great danger especially were the nomads 
who plundered and robbed weary travelers of their possessions. 
Ezra and his company (1744 men, not counting women and 
children) did indeed have many valuable treasures, for they 
carried gold, silver, and many expensive vessels. The one 
hundred talents of gold alone were worth more than 
$100,000,000 in our present-day currency. We read in  

our text that after ten days of traveling, they came to the river 
Ahava. Here Ezra did not have the freedom to go any farther. 
Why, what was the difficulty? Was the river too wide or too 
deep? Were the people discouraged? Was a great sandstorm 
approaching? We do not read of any of these things. Then 
why did Ezra not have any freedom to go farther? Ezra was 
afraid to begin this long journey without the presence and 
favor of the Lord, as we read in Exodus 33:15, “If Thy presence 
go not with me, carry us not up hence.” Dear readers, what  
a blessing it would be if we had the same thoughts at the 
beginning of the new year.
 Ezra had many expensive and valuable earthly treasures 
with him to carry to Jerusalem, but, dear readers, what were 
his treasures of gold and silver compared to the treasures 
which we possess? In the first place, we have our never-dying 

souls traveling through  
this time state on the way  
to a never-ending eternity. 
We read in Matthew 16:26, 
“For what is a man profited, 
if he shall gain the whole 
world, and lose his own soul? 
or what shall a man give in 
exchange for his soul?” In 
the second place, the dear 
children which the Lord  
has given us are precious 
treasures as we read of Jacob 
in Genesis 33:5 when he said, 
“The children which God 
hath graciously given Thy 
servant.” They are treasures 

which the Lord has entrusted to us to be instructed in His 
ways and statutes. In the third place, the Lord has given us 
the precious heritage of His inspired Word. Fourthly, there  
is the rich history of the Church: “Remove not the ancient 
landmark, which thy fathers have set;” and lastly, we have the 
precious gift of time (Ephesians 5:16). Are not these treasures 
of greater value than all those talents of gold?
 Ezra knew that there were many dangers on the way to 
Jerusalem. They were not imagined; they were real. These 
dangers brought Ezra to the realization of his great need.  
As we stand at the threshold of the new year, we also face 
great needs. There are many things which would rob us of 
our treasures. We read in Ezra 8:31, “From the hand of the 
enemy, and of such as lay in wait by the way.” As long as we 
have to deal with the devil, the world, and our sinful flesh,  
we will be faced with robbers on the way through this world. 
Many times robbers are disguised, and they can come with 
friendly inducements. Think only of the dangers of secular 

Grade 5 math drills
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education, false religion, worldly pleasures, and inventions 
which attempt to rob us of our precious souls. Parents, may 
the Lord help you to warn and speak with your children about 
these dangers.
 Where did these needs bring Ezra? They brought him to a 
precious place—at the Lord’s footstool. He was given to seek  
a right way for himself and his little ones. Ezra realized as did 
Jehoshaphat of old who declared in 2 Chronicles 20:12, “For 
we have no might against this great company that cometh 
against us; neither know we what to do.” Ezra did not speak 
of many right ways, for there is only one right way, and there 
can be many wrong ways.
 What is now the right way for us and our little ones?
 It is that we might be brought, by grace, on the narrow  
way through the straight gate of regeneration that leadeth to 
eternal life, to the heavenly Jerusalem (Matthew 7:13–14).  
It is to be reconciled to God through the mediatorial work of 
Jesus Christ in true saving faith. It is that we might be found 
praying and supplicating to the Lord for help and courage in 
seeking the right way for us and our little ones and searching 
God’s Word to be our guide as we read in Isaiah 30:21, “This 
is the way, walk ye in it.” It is that as individuals, families,  
and churches we might be separated from the world and 
serve as Aarons and Hurs to each other in maintaining and 
defending the truth. Also, it is that we may receive and put on 
the spiritual armor whereby we are exercised with the coming 
of Christ’s kingdom and glorify His great and worthy Name. 
Lastly, it is that we, by grace, choose God for our portion, 
God’s Word as our guide, His people as our companions,  
and need Christ as our All in all.
 How beautifully this is typified in the life of Ezra. What a 
close life he had with his God through Jesus Christ by the 
work of the Spirit. The glory of his God was uppermost in  
his mind as he was ready to transport all these treasures to 
Jerusalem. Ezra had two choices in seeking protection for 
their journey. He could go to the mighty king of Persia, 
Artaxerxes, and request a company of soldiers and chariots to 
accompany him as a visible sign of protection, or he could go 
to the Almighty King of His Church, who rules over the entire 
world, and beg Him for His protection. Surely he would not 
be denied by either king because he was in favor with both. 
What did he do? What determined his course of action? It was 
the honor of God. He had spoken with his words and with his 
life to king Artaxerxes about the Almighty, Omnipresent, 
faithful, and merciful God of heaven. Now, in a time of great 
need, he was ashamed to go to an earthly king. Blessed Ezra 
who there was given to believe and to exercise what we read 
in Psalm 20:7, “Some trust in chariots, and some in horses: 
but we will remember the Name of the LORD our God.”
 Ezra was not presumptive or reckless in his choice. He knew 
that the enemies were real, and they coveted the treasures 
which Ezra and his people were carrying with them. In his 
great need, Ezra, who needed Christ as his praying and thank- 
ing High Priest, gathered the entire company together for 
three days of prayer. For three days they afflicted themselves, 
fasted, and sought the Lord. This means that they denied 

themselves all fleshly pleasures. The need was real, and the 
need was great. We read in John 6:68, “Lord, to whom shall 
we go? Thou hast the words of eternal life.” In Psalm 81:10, 
we are encouraged to “Open thy mouth wide, and I will fill it.” 
The Lord answered their prayer, for we read, “And He was 
intreated of us.”
 As we stand at the beginning of a new year, traveling on to 
a never-ending eternity with the precious treasures entrusted 
to us, there are many robbers waiting to attack us. Many 
treasures have already fallen into the hands of robbers, and 
we have even joined them in some instances. May we be 
diligent in avoiding that which is dishonoring to God and 
those things in which we transgress His commandments. 
May we be given the wisdom to instruct and guide our 
children in these difficult and alarming days, and may there 
be much prayer, as there was with an Ezra of old, that the 
Lord would have mercy upon us and our children.
 Office bearers and children, one day we, with the seal of  
a Triune God upon our foreheads, shall all stand before the 
judgment seat of God, to there give an account of our steward- 
ship. The Lord is jealous of His honor. Blessed are they who, 
on the great Day of Judgment, may be able to say what we 
read in Isaiah 8:18, “Behold, I and the children whom the 
LORD hath given me are for signs and for wonders in Israel 
from the LORD of hosts, which dwelleth in mount Zion.”
 “To seek of Him a right way for us, and for our little ones” 
is a true and necessary prayer at the beginning of the new 
year. In Jeremiah 29:13, the Lord encourages us with the 
promise, “And ye shall seek Me, and find Me, when ye shall 
search for Me with all your heart.” Dear reader, we do not 
read of one example in Scripture of a true and upright seeker 
who did not become a finder. In mentioning all the robbers  
in our lives, let us mention 
also unbelief. May our 
prayer be as the father in 
Mark 9:24, “Lord, I believe; 
help Thou mine unbelief.” 
We read of Ezra in chapter 
8 verse 31, “Then we 
departed from the river of 
Ahava on the twelfth day of 
the first month, to go unto 
Jerusalem: and the hand of 
our God was upon us, and 
He delivered us from the 
hand of the enemy, and of 
such as lay in wait by the 
way.” The mighty God of 
Jacob, who never slumbers 
nor sleeps, grant traveling 
mercies unto us and our 
children in the new year as 
we travel to eternity in this 
land where there is no rest 
and where there are so 
many robbers. Busy observing and recording
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From Our Inheritance

 Exposition of Psalm 127,  
for Christians at Riga and in Livonia (2)
Martin Luther (1483–1546)

“I selected this Psalm because it so beautifully turns the 
heart away from covetousness and concern for temporal 
livelihood and possessions toward faith in God, and in a 
few words teaches us how Christians are to act with respect 
to the accumulation and ownership of this world’s goods.” 
Thus Luther summarizes Psalm 127. After addressing  
the covetousness of the times, he expounds the first part  
of verse one, the necessity of the LORD building the house.  
The previous installation concluded with the words, “So we 
see that the managing of a household should and must be 
done in faith—then there will be enough—so that men 
come to acknowledge that everything depends not on our 
doing, but on God’s blessing and support.”

We are not to understand from this that God forbids  
   us to work. Man must and ought to work, 
ascribing his sustenance and the fullness of his 
house, however, not to his own labor, but solely 
to the goodness and blessing of God. For where 
men ascribe these things to their own labor, 
there covetousness and anxiety quickly arise, 
and they hope by much labor to acquire much. 
But then there is this contradiction, namely, 
that some people labor prodigiously, yet scarcely 
have enough to eat, while others are slower and 
more relaxed in their work, and wealth pours in on 
them. All this is because God wants the glory, as the One 
who alone gives the growth (1 Corinthians 8:6–7). For if 
you should till the soil faithfully for a hundred years and 
do all the work in the world, you could not bring forth 
from the earth even a single stalk; but God without any  
of your labor, while you sleep, produces from that tiny 
kernel a stalk with as many kernels on it as He wills.
 Solomon here wishes to sanction work, but to reject 
worry and covetousness. He does not say, “The Lord 
builds the house, so no one need labor at it.” He does say, 
“Except the LORD build the house, they labour in vain that 
build it” (Psalm 127:1a). This is as if he were to say: Man 
must work, but that work is in vain if it stands alone and 
thinks it can sustain itself. Work cannot do this; God must 
do it. Therefore, work in such manner that your labor is 
not in vain. Your labor is in vain when you worry and rely 
on your own efforts to sustain yourself. It behooves you  
to labor, but your sustenance and the maintenance of  
your household belong to God alone. Therefore, you must 
keep these two things far apart: “to labor” and “to main-
tain a household” or “to sustain;” keep them as far apart 

from one another as heaven and earth, or God and man.
 In the Proverbs of Solomon, we often read how the lazy 
are punished because they will not work. Solomon says, 
“He becometh poor that dealeth with a slack hand: but  
the hand of the diligent maketh rich” (Proverbs 10:4). 
This and similar sayings sound as if our sustenance 
depended on our labor; though he says in the same passage 
(Proverbs 10:22), as also in this psalm (Psalm 127:1), that 
it depends on God’s blessing; or, as we say in German, 
“God bestows, God provides.” Thus, the meaning is this: 
God commanded Adam to eat his bread in the sweat of 
his face (Genesis 3:19). God wills that man should work, 
and without work He will give him nothing. Conversely, 
God will not give him anything because of his labor, but 

solely out of His own goodness and blessing. Man’s 
labor is to be his discipline in this life, by which 

he may keep his flesh in subjection. To him 
who is obedient in this matter, God will give 
plenty, and sustain him well.
 God sustains man in the same way He 
sustains all other living creatures. As Psalm 
147:9 says, “He giveth to the beast his food, 
and to the young ravens which cry.” And 

again, “These wait all upon Thee; that Thou 
mayest give them their meat in due season… 

Thou openest Thine hand, they are filled with good” 
(Psalm 104:27, 28b); that is, with fullness and sufficiency. 
Now no animal works for its living, but each has its own 
task to perform, after which it seeks and finds its food. 
The little birds fly about and warble, make nests, and 
hatch their young. That is their task. But they do not gain 
their living from it. Oxen plow, horses carry their riders 
and have a share in battle; sheep furnish wool, milk, 
cheese, etc. That is their task. But they do not gain their 
living from it. It is the earth which produces grass and 
nourishes them through God’s blessing. Christ himself, 
in Matthew 6:26, bids us look at the birds, how they 
neither sow, nor reap, nor gather into barns; yet they are 
fed by God. That is, they perform their tasks all right,  
but they do no work from which they gain sustenance.
 Similarly, man must necessarily work and busy himself 
at something. At the same time, however, he must know 
that it is something other than his labor which furnishes 
him sustenance; it is the divine blessing. Because God 
gives him nothing unless he works, it may seem as if it  
is his labor which sustains him; just as the little birds 
neither sow nor reap, but they would certainly die of 
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hunger if they did not fly about to seek their food. The 
fact that they find food, however, is not due to their own 
labor, but to God’s goodness. For who placed their food 
there where they can find it? Beyond all doubt it is God 
alone, as He says in Genesis 1:29–30, that He has given  
to man and to all creatures every growing plant for food. 
In short, even if Scripture did not teach this directly, 
experience would prove it to be so. For where God has  
not laid up a supply, no one will find anything, even 
though they all work themselves to death searching.  
We can see this with our eyes and grasp it with our hands; 
yet we will not believe. Again, where God does not uphold 
and preserve, nothing can last, even though a hundred 
thousand fortresses were thrown up to defend it; it will  
be shattered and ground to dust till no one knows what 
has become of it.
 Tell me: Who puts silver and gold in the mountains so 
that man might find them there? Who puts into the field 
that great wealth which issues in grain, wine, and all 
kinds of produce, from which 
all creatures live? Does the 
labor of man do this? To be 
sure, labor no doubt finds it, 
but God has first to bestow it 
and put it there if labor is to 
find it. Who puts into the flesh 
the power to bring forth young 
and fill the earth with birds, 
beasts, fish, etc.? Is this accom- 
plished by our labor and care? 
By no means. God is there first, 
secretly laying His blessing 
therein; then all things are 
brought forth in abundance. 
And so we find that all our 
labor is nothing more than  
the finding and collecting of God’s gifts; it is quite unable 
to create or preserve anything.
 Here then we see how Solomon, in this one little verse 
has solved in short order the greatest of all problems 
among the children of men, about which so many books 
have been written, so many proverbs and approaches 
devised, namely, how to feed our poor stomachs. Solomon 
rejects them all in a body, wraps the whole matter up in 
faith, and says: You labor in vain when you labor for the 
purpose of sustaining yourself and building your own 
house. Indeed, you make for yourself a lot of worry and 
trouble. At the same time, by such arrogance and wicked 
unbelief you kindle God’s wrath, so that you only become 
all the poorer and are mined completely because you 
undertook to do what is His alone to do. And if with such 
unbelief you should succeed anyway in attaining wealth 
in all things, it would only bring greater ruin to your soul 
eternally when God lets you go blindly on in your unbelief.
 If you want to earn your livelihood honorably, quietly, 
and well, and rightly maintain your household, give heed: 

Take up some occupation that will keep you busy in order 
that you can eat your bread in the sweat of your face 
(Genesis 3:19). Then do not worry about how you will be 
sustained and how such labor will build and maintain 
your house. Place everything in God’s keeping; let Him 
do the worrying and the building. Entrust these things to 
Him; He will lay before you richly and well the things 
which your labor is to find and bring to you. If He does 
not put them there, you will labor in vain and find nothing.
 Thus, this wholly evangelical verse in masterful fashion 
sets forth faith, as against that accursed covetousness and 
concern for the belly which today, alas! everywhere hinders 
the fruit of the gospel. When this verse is fully understood, 
the rest of the psalm is easy. We will now briefly run 
through the other verses.
 “Except the LORD keep the city, the watchman waketh 
but in vain.”
 In the first verse, he rebuked covetousness, worry, and 
unbelief in every household in particular. In this verse,  

he does the same thing for  
a whole community. A whole 
community is nothing other 
than many households 
combined. By this term, we 
comprehend all manner of 
principalities, dominions, 
and kingdoms, or any other 
grouping of people.
 Now the blind world, 
because it does not know 
God and His work, concludes 
that it is owing to its own 
cleverness, reason, and 
strength that a community  
or dominion endures and 
thrives. Accordingly, they 

gather together great treasures, stuff their coffers, construct 
mighty towers and walls, provide suits of armor and vast 
supplies of provisions, enact wise laws, and conduct their 
affairs with courage and prudence. They just go ahead in 
their arrogance without even consulting God about any  
of it, like those who built the Tower of Babel.
 Meanwhile, God sits above and watches how cleverly 
and boldly the children of men proceed, and He causes 
the psalmist to sing in His praise, “The LORD bringeth 
the counsel of the heathen to naught” (Psalm 33:10). 
Again, “The LORD knoweth the thoughts of man, that 
they are vanity” (Psalm 94:11). And yet again, “He shall 
cut off the spirit of princes: He is terrible to the kings  
of the earth” (Psalm 76:12). He allows such cities and 
dominions to arise and to gain the ascendancy for a little 
while. But before they can look around, He strikes them 
down, and in general, the greater the kingdom, the sooner. 
Even though they flourish for a short time, that is in the 
sight of God little more than a beginning. Never does one 
of them arrive at the point it strives to reach.

Did you get the same as I did?
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 If you will look at the history of the kingdoms of Assyria, 
Babylon, Persia, Greece, Rome, and all the rest, you will 
find there exactly what this verse says. All their splendor 
is nothing before God. He has allowed them to rise for a 
time, but He has invariably overthrown them, one after the 
other. As they gained a brief ascendancy through human 
wit and arrogance, so much the more quickly did they fall 
again; not because they lacked manpower, money, goods, 
and all manner of resources, but because the true Watch-
man had ceased to uphold them and caused them to see 
what human wit and power could accomplish without His 
watchful care and protection. 
So it turned out that their cause 
was nothing but vain counsel 
and a futile undertaking which 
they could neither uphold nor 
carry out.
 They themselves have felt 
and acknowledged this. The 
pagan Vergil wrote of Troy  
that the slain Hector appeared 
before Aeneas in a dream and 
said, “If Troy could have been 
defended, it would have been defended by my hand.”  
And Lucan wrote, “It is not given great kingdoms to long 
endure.” So utterly apparent is God’s work; yet men will 
not acknowledge Him even though they bump their heads 
against it. Soldiers, too, acknowledge that victory does not 
depend on the numbers or strength of the army, but, as 
they say, on luck. But Scripture says it depends on God,  
as Psalm 24:8 reads, “The LORD mighty in battle.” And 
Psalm 147:10, “He delighteth not in the strength of the 
horse;” and Psalm 33:17, “An horse is a vain thing for 
safety: neither shall he deliver any by his great strength.” 
And Ecclesiastes 9:11, “The race is not to the swift, nor  
the battle to the strong,” etc.
 Thus, by this verse (Psalm 127:1b), Solomon would 
briefly instruct all kings, princes, councilmen, and  

everyone in authority how to conduct and maintain a good, 
peaceful, and blessed government which functions well. 
In the first place, they should be watchful and diligent in 
the performance of their official duties. He does not say 
that they should not be watchful and diligent, just as in 
the preceding verse (Psalm 127:1a) he does not forbid 
them to work. Paul, too, says in Romans 12 that those 
who are in authority over others should be careful or 
diligent. He wants rather that their watchfulness be not 
fruitless and in vain, but beneficial and worthwhile.
 In the second place, he wants them in faith to entrust 

such watchful care to God and 
let Him worry about how the 
watching is to be done, so they 
do not arrogantly presume 
that their own solicitude and 
diligence preserve the city 
but are assured that God will 
preserve the city and protect 
land and people. Just take the 
arrogance and worry out of 
the watchfulness, and let it 
proceed in faith. For although 

God will preserve nothing unless we exercise diligence 
and care, still He does not want us to get the idea that it is 
our own solicitude and diligence which accomplish that 
which is done by His goodness and mercy alone.
 One of two things must necessarily follow when we  
rely on our own watchfulness: either arrogance or worry. 
If all goes well and is secure, we pride ourselves on our 
watchfulness; if things go wrong and are about to fail,  
we worry, lose heart, and become doubtful. Now God will 
tolerate neither of these—neither arrogance nor worry. 
We should neither worry when we are insecure, nor be 
proud when we are secure, but in free and true faith  
do our watching and perform the duties of our calling.  
We should no more be anxious when things go wrong 
than be proud when things go well.

(To be continued)

Students heading to the buses after school

Noon hour in high school
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Grade 7 participating in student voting

SEC and NRCEA Updates

In the last issue, you could read the following in the article 
from Rev. Vogelaar about the teachers’ conference: “However, 
the greatest need may well be the filling of the vacancies.  
Month after month, you can see the requests for staff in  
The Banner of Truth; the need is great. May the Lord incline 
hearts.” For the second time, we have conducted a survey 
among our older students about teaching. Below are a few 
extracts of the results, compared to those of the previous survey.

Our schools need teachers. You have heard this before:  
   from the pulpits; from the schools; via articles in The 
Banner of Truth and Learning & Living; presentations to 
boards, students, and communities; and perhaps through 
other means. As you could read in the last issue of Learning  
& Living, your school boards, administrators, and consistories 
know very well that this profession is not for everyone: the 
Lord gives gifts and talents in many different areas where 
important work also has to be done. But in light of the need 
for teachers to instruct the upcoming and rising generation  
in this time of great confusion in so many areas of society, we 
desire to keep this in your view for consideration and prayer.

 Parents, school boards, administrators, staff members, and 
consistories: prayerfully and carefully speak about this with 
your children and young people; not to force or coerce, but to 
be open and clear about the need, especially when you notice 
the potential. Young people, understand why this is brought 
up “again.” Many of you will hopefully receive a family—and 
intend (as shown by the survey results) to send your children 
to the Christian school. But will there be teachers—teachers 
who not only have the gifts and talents for this work, but 
teachers who are grounded in the truth and have a love for 
that doctrine that is according godliness? Remember, although 
much of school is about temporal things, there is the religious 
side to education. Yes, in the Bible classes, but is not morality 
woven throughout many other subjects (for example, Social 

Studies, Science, and English), especially in the days wherein 
we live?

Survey results
 The first student survey about teaching was completed in 
2017. We received 610 responses from students in Grades 
10–12. Our plan was to do the survey every three years, which 
brought us to early 2020. However, you know full well the 
situation that developed, and as a result, even though we 
increased the scope of the survey to include ninth grade, over 
time we received only 569 responses; nevertheless, this was 
still sufficient to make a good comparison with the 610 of  
the previous time. The decision to include ninth grade means 
that if we continue to do the survey every three years, we could 
begin to see if those younger students would respond differ-
ently once they are in their final year of school. Individual 
school results were shared with the schools in February 2021 
for their own local use. During the SEC/NRCEA meeting the 
day before the teachers’ conference in August of that year,  
the compiled overview was shared, and some of the key items 
are mentioned here.

Who talks to young people about teaching?
 When we compare the results from the two surveys to this 
question, we see a heartening trend in student perception of 
who speaks to them about teaching. The chart clearly indicates 
that our young people feel that this need has been/is being 
spoken about to them more often. We were happy to see these 
results and hope that these conversations may continue.

Teaching as a career
 While our young people were asked for written feedback to 
several questions throughout the survey, three questions can 
be presented numerically, and you may remember them from 
the previous report. The comparison of answers is as follows, 
but note that not everyone answered each question:

Student Survey Results
Paul Verhoef, SEC/NRCEA Coordinator

 2017 2020
 (610 responses) (569 responses)

 Number Percent Number Percent
Have you ever considered
teaching as a caeer? Yes 204 33% 255 45%

Have you ever considered
teaching in one of our schools? Yes 170 28% 235 41%

Are you still considering
teaching in one of our schools? Yes 64 11% 77 14%

 OFTEN OCCASIONALLY SELDOM/NEVER

 2017 2020 2017 2020 2017 2020

Parents 26% 35% 31% 42% 43% 23%

Staff 53% 62% 30% 28% 17% 11%

Boards 50% 65% 28% 23% 22% 13%

Consistories 36% 56% 37% 27% 27% 17%
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You will notice that not only 
the percentage of positive 
replies went up, but the actual 
number of positive replies is 
also higher, even though we 
received forty-one fewer replies! 
Again, a heartening result.  
We all realize that much can 
yet happen between now and 
seeing new teachers in the classrooms, but nonetheless, we 
do see an increase in interest. As mentioned, students were 
able to provide written responses to explain some of their 
answers, providing further insight and things to work on.

Summary
 Students who completed the survey: thank you again for 
your help. You have shared your thoughts on how you have 
seen teaching and teachers throughout the years, and we 
hope that we can all learn from this. You have once again 
indicated that for the vast majority of you, notwithstanding 
some of the difficulties and questions you have (faced), 
Christian education is very important to you, and many 
indicated that this was for reasons related to your eternal 
welfare. While most of you indicated that the teaching 
profession is not for you, and numerous understandable  

reasons were provided, many 
of you responded very posi- 
tively about the teaching 
profession and the influence 
teachers have. Your honest 
comments can be for reflec- 
tion, but also for encourage-
ment. Teachers, are you 
listening? You not only have 

a beautiful and appreciated task, but also one where you 
influence many lives!
 Young people, your path may not bring you into the schools, 
but nonetheless, your support is and will be crucial. And if 
you may feel that your path does lead into education, in many 
instances the things you will face in colleges and universities 
will not be according to how you were brought up. They will 
not be according to the truth. Pray that the Lord may keep you. 
True Christian education is not our cause, but we may firmly 
believe that the Lord has given us schools—it is His cause. 
May we all, young and old, be given faithfulness to remain in 
and with the old paths!
 And young people, you will remember that a few years ago 
you had a visit at school from the NRCEA coordinator. Do you 
remember the question during the presentation? “Lord, what 
wilt Thou have me to do?” Will you prayerfully lay it before 
the Lord?

I think it’s this one.

Grade 9 Science Tell me what you think!

Grade 8 students preparing their lunches 
on barbeque grills
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Educating Our Children

The Second or “Further” Reformation
Rev. C. Vogelaar, Clifton, New Jersey
Taken from the February 1986 issue of The Banner of Truth

Afew months ago, we wrote an article about the work of God  
   in the Reformation of the church, in His giving men 
taught by the Spirit who tried to bring the people back to the 
Word of God and the doctrine of salvation by free grace for  
lost sinners.
 We have seen that the Reformers were also interested in 
society life and education of the youth. They knew that a 
reformation of the church also would have consequences for 
daily life. This renewing work of God had to penetrate all 
relationships, and fruits had to be seen in daily practice.
 About 1600, the Reformation had many supporters in 
England, Germany, and the Netherlands; many were whole-
heartedly attached to the new doctrine. Years later, the battle 
for freedom of religion was finished; one could confess 
Reformed doctrine in peace and in freedom. The number  
of members of the Protestant churches increased rapidly; it 
was no longer dangerous to belong to them. In about 1650,  
a significant part of the population was Reformed in the 
Netherlands. As it often happens in times of rest and prosperity, 
soon there were tokens of decay. There was a lot of chaff 
among the wheat. Soon the pure doctrine was attacked by 
heresies, even though the Reformed principles were defended 
by gifted and qualified theologians; think of Gomarus and 
 Voetius. A Synod was held where the doctrine of free grace 
was firmly defended and a very clear testimony was given in 
the “Canons of Dordt.” However, the practice of many was not 
in agreement with their confession, so a second or “further” 
reformation appeared to be necessary.

 In Germany, a reaction to dead orthodoxy surfaced in a 
movement which devoted itself to the practice of faith and to  
a pious way of life. German Pietism emphasized more the way 
of life than the purity of doctrine. A few characteristics of 
German Pietism are:

 1.  Personal, individual piety; experience instead of dead 
orthodoxy.

 2.  “Praxis pietatis” (i.e., sanctification of life in true godliness).
 3.  Ascetic elements (no worldly delights; objections against 

dancing, playing with cards, acting in theatres, worldly 
books, and plays).

 4.  A hearty relationship with other believers, emphasized  
in the priesthood of all believers.

 One of the first leaders of this movement was Philip Jacobus 
Spener. He was influenced by Jean de Labadie. He heard his 
sermons about the necessity of revival, that a further reforma-
tion was needed instead of dead orthodoxy without practice. 
He promoted his ideas after 1670, in small conventicles 
(“collegia pietatis”). In his writings, he firmly recommends:
 1. Much individual and common Bible study.
 2. Christianity of deeds.
 3. Tolerance of religious differences.
 4. Priesthood of all believers.
 5. A simple and practical style of preaching.
 August Herman Francke, a follower of these principles,  
was appointed as professor at the University of Halle. This man 
did a lot to distribute pietistic opinions. Fruits were shown in 
the establishment of various philanthropic institutions for 
education and labors of mercy. They promoted missions in 
Asia and later among the Jews.
 In England in the same age, there was also a movement, 
especially by the Puritans, which was zealous for the refor-
mation of the life. They could be found among the Dissenters, 
Presbyterians, and Baptist groups, but also in the State church 
there were pietistic groups. William Perkins was one of the 
first well-known Puritan preachers. In the Netherlands, the 
same phenomenon appeared in Reformed Pietism, or the more 
preferable name—The Second (or “Further”) Reformation.
 The name Second Reformation is a more suitable indication 
of this movement, since this reformation was earlier than 
German Pietism. Already in 1612, the minister Godefridus 
Udemans of Zierikzee, the Netherlands blew the trumpet and 
published a booklet Practijcke, wherein he recommended an 
efficacious practice of the Christian virtues of faith, hope, and 
love. He showed his interest in the activities of business 
companies who were involved in trading with the East and 
West Indies. The name Second Reformation is also preferable 
because it shows us the close relation with the first Reformation.
 There is a very important difference between German Pietism 
and the Second Reformation in the Netherlands. In the latter 
movement, purity of doctrine was connected with the pious 
way of life. In the German movement, there was the danger  
of penetration of wrong human opinions and errors, but in  
the Second Reformation there was a zeal for the truth closely 
related with the practice of godliness.

Cozy corner creativity
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In past issues, we have tried to bring to your attention some of 
the dangers which threaten our schools, churches, and even our 
families. This danger is not only present in the communities 
and countries where we live, but the movement to eradicate the 
truth of God’s Word, any mention of His laws, and any 
attempting to live “according to godliness” is seen around the 
globe, also in the Netherlands, the country where most of us 
have our roots. Although the reformed Christian schools in the 
Netherlands are fully funded and for years have had freedom to 
teach as they saw proper, this has been under attack during the 
last years. Under the guise of requiring “social safety” in the 
schools (who would not desire that all students are safe?), the 
freedoms of schools to operate according to their own identity—
in the case of the reformed schools, a Reformed, Biblical 
identity—is now very much in danger. The following article 
from De Saambinder of October 14, 2021, clearly shows what  
is taking place and leaves us all with a very pressing question.

It was a sad day, that first Tuesday of October, when our  
  parliament, with an obvious majority, adopted a motion 
that threatens to place more restrictions on the freedom of  
our Christian education.
 The unity of family, church, and school is very important  
to Christian education. We find this unity in the revelation of 
God in the Holy Scriptures. That authority applies to heart and 
home, doctrine, and life in the hope and with the expectation 
that the Lord will bless it, so that the generations (to come) 
might serve Him in accordance with this Word. For that is the 
heart of the matter: “to serve the LORD according to His Word.” 
We heartily stand for that, together with the church of all ages, 
also in our fatherland. We love God’s precious and salvation-
working Testimony, unchangeable in power and authority.
 Shall we allow the quote below, from the Reformatorisch 
Dagblad (Reformed Daily) of October 6, 2021, to truly pene-
trate, so that we would understand the seriousness of the time  

Contemporary Issues

The Mask Removed
Rev. G.J. van Aalst, Klaaswaal, The Netherlands
Translated from De Saambinder, October 14, 2021

CONTEMPORARY

ISSUES

 There is a close relation between English Puritanism and 
the Second Reformation in the Netherlands probably by the 
influence of Willem Teellinck and a student of William Perkins, 
William Ames, who became a professor in Holland. Although 
there are indications that the movement in the Netherlands 
was influenced by the labors of English Puritans, the roots  
of both movements lie in the time of Reformation itself.
 Already before the Reformation, the Lord gave men, also in 
Holland, who saw the decay and corruption of the church and 
who strongly emphasized the necessity of the practice of godli- 
ness. They protested and testified against the ungodly way of 
life of clergymen, priests, and bishops. We think of men such  
as Geert Grote, Wessel Gansfort, Thomas à Kempis, the men 
of “De Broeders des Gemenen levens,” or “Modern Devotion.”
 The roots of English Puritanism and Second Reformation 
can be found especially in the works of Martin Bucer, the 
Reformer of Strassburg. Especially in the last part of his life, 
Bucer warned that the true members of the body of Christ  
are known by their fruits. He said that he would instruct and 
teach those who wanted to become members. He emphasized 
that only members who revealed some fruits of their new life 
in their daily walk should be admitted to the Lord’s Supper.  
He was zealous for the strict observance of the Lord’s Day and 
spoke about the marks of communion with Christ revealed in 
fruits of love to neighbors. Hence Martin Bucer has been 
called, “Pietist among the Reformers.”

 How greatly blessed the church of the 17th century was with 
men such as Ewout and Willem Teellinck, Theodorus à Brakel 
and his son Wilhelmus à Brakel, the learned professor Voetius, 
his student Jakobus Koelman, and the preacher of penitential 
sermons, Jodocus van Lodensteyn.
 We all probably know the names of some “old writers” of  
a later time: Bernardus Smytegelt, Alexander Comrie, and 
Theodorus van der Groe. How the Lord gave them as lights  
on a candlestick, as salt with savour, as watchmen on the walls 
of Jerusalem who blew the trumpet, warning, encouraging, 
instructing, and seeking the welfare of the church and the 
honor of God! However, we fear that many of us, also of the 
younger generation, do not know much anymore of them but 
their names. It could be instructive if we also could mention 
something more of their life and their work.
 With the help of the Lord, we intend to write some articles 
in the future about the life and work of some well-known old 
fathers, and that not with the intention to glorify sinful men, 
but may it be to honor the work of God for and in His Church. 
May young and older people, by means of these endeavors,  
be made jealous for the work of God that is so clearly revealed 
in their life and writings. Then the lessons of the past would 
also be instructive for the profit of the church of today, for us 
and our children, and would be to the honor of Him who 
promised His disciples, “And, lo, I am with you alway, even 
unto the end of the world” (Matthew 28:20).
 That is our wish and hearty desire.
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in which we, with our dear children and grandchildren, are 
living?
 SP-Member of Parliament, Mr. Kwint, waxed poetic about 
the fact that his motion has been accepted. On Twitter he wrote, 
“Finally. Parliament supports my proposal to ensure that not a 
single school may require parents to sign a statement supporting 
the identity of the school. An important step that has been 
discussed for years already.” Directly followed by, “Thus, no 
declaration that a marriage may only be between a man and  
a woman. No declaration that you must attend church twice 
every Sunday. Oh. Also not that you are destined for eternal 
destruction if you are not converted.”
 Here the mask is pulled aside. In the chamber of Parliament, 
where they eagerly speak about “not discriminating, tolerating, 
respect, and patience,” it seems that this is the underlying 
attitude. Painfully and undisguised, the great hatred against 
everything that has to do with God our Creator and Judge, with 
God and His revelation in the Scriptures, is here expressed.  
It is becoming painfully clear that in this time it is no longer 
about details, no longer about minor things, no longer about 
the tone in which we say something, no longer about tact.

God’s honour and rights
 Let us be naive no longer. Read the quotations carefully, 
once again, to the end. That is what it is about! God’s honour 
and rights are at stake, and nothing less. After centuries of 
Christianity in our fatherland, wherein the Word of God was 
decisive, now our Parliament, through this proposal, chooses 
for pure heathendom. They desire to radically erase the last 
remnants of the past. In great intolerance, there is a methodical 
“cleanup.” The complete revelation of God in Christ Jesus is 
the cause of this aggravation. We must be freed from this 
oppressive burden of earlier days, from this Biblical way of 
thinking, living, and perceiving. Heathendom must have the 
authority; everyone must be able to do what is good in their 
own eyes. There is plenty of room and understanding for that. 

There is only one exception. There is room for everything, 
but… not for what the Lord says.
 In the eighteenth century, a movement which we call “the 
Enlightenment” began. The contents of this movement are 
that “man must deliver himself from his inability, for he owes 
this deliverance to himself.” Now, to our deep sorrow, we see 
that happening more and more clearly before our eyes. Thus,  
it is not only about alternative forms of society, about different 
orientation, about the day of rest, about protecting the individual, 
and so on. It is no longer about various subtopics. It is about 
much more!
 May we deeply fathom the seriousness of this spirit of the 
times! That would become apparent in the seeking of solitude 
and in a fleeing to God’s throne of grace with the need and  
the guilt of heart, home, and society, also upon the way to the 
approaching Thanksgiving Day.

Deceived
 Let us understand what is at stake! It has been foretold that 
there shall be many who shall come and who shall deceive, 
and many shall allow themselves to be deceived. Deceived, 
also through “marriage” with the spirit of the times, by setting 
compromise upon compromise, by going along step-by-step. 
Deceived, also by desiring to keep the friendship of the world. 
Deceived, also by contradicting the witness of Scripture. Even 
the wise virgins shall sleep in a deadly peace of mind—until 
the Bridegroom comes!
 The Hearer of prayers hears the cry for help. For, “He will 
avenge them speedily,” says the Mouth of truth Himself. But 
now it is about the personal answer to His following question: 
When the Son of man shall come, shall He find us in the inner 
room, in continual wrestling for the sake of God’s cause, 
Name, law, and Word?
 Now that the mask of society is removed more and more, 
this question remains for us: What is our prayer life, at home 
and in the church?

Kindergarten fun!

Reading to learn
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From the Principal’s Desk

Reflections on Two Areas of Concern
Dan Breuer, Principal, NRCS, Rock Valley, Iowa

As we begin the new year, we reflect on what we learned  
   from the off-year elections in the United States as well as 
from recent discussions with elementary educators. Two key 
issues emerge, which are the significance of parental voice 
and the impact of technology usage on education.

Parental voice
 The recent election for governor of Virginia highlighted  
a growing desire for the voice of parents to be heard in the 
public educational system. Rapid shifts and fears of movement 
in a leftward direction in curriculum and operation of schools 
caused a number of people to rally around the Republican 
candidate. Also in other political scenarios in both the United 
States and Canada, the threat of a diminishing parental voice 
in the raising of children is a real concern.
 What is the application to NRCEA school communities? 
For one, the choices in curriculum and other resources must 
be handled with care. Proper options for our schools indeed 
are becoming more challenging to find. In the past few 
decades, there had already been rapid shifts to centralize  
the standards around those of the largest states and later the 
Common Core standards. Now in the last ten-plus years, 
there has been a rapid shift to digital textbooks and online 
sources. In many schools, textbooks are a thing of the past 
and have been replaced with each student depending upon  
a device for a majority of his or her schoolwork. This means 
more time than ever is needed to properly locate, research, 
and choose our sources.
 We hope our parental voice has always been prominent in 
our tight-knit Christian school communities. It is important 
that our schools do their part in the church, home, and school 
triangle to maintain teaching values consistent with God’s 
Word. The Biblical mandate that we learn from the fifth 
commandment to respect order and authority must also be 
maintained in every aspect of this triangle. Then here we also 
call attention to the position of our educators. Parental voice 
is needed to build a stronger Christian school community,  

rather than cut it down. Many of our schools are seeing the 
growing need for teachers from within our denomination. 
While there are many aspects to attracting and retaining 
teachers, some that can be the most meaningful are respect 
and heartfelt support from students and parents toward  
our educators.

Technology
 Secondly, the two-edged sword of technology keeps getting 
sharper. In education, we do see the need to guide our students 
in the proper use of technology and in what is needed to 
prepare for technological advances found in both the work-
force and higher education. The proper balance of technology 
is a tremendous challenge both at school and in the homes. 
Educators can see a negative impact on education readiness 
resulting from our technological dependence. We are now 
educating students of whom a majority have grown up in 
families having smart phones and other devices as part of  
the household. The balance of technology at home can create 
challenges in education as well. We see a growing gulf between 
students who have more family time spent on rudimentary 
reading skills versus those who do not. Before technology 
advancements, there was more time to read to our children 
and expose them to a broader vocabulary and other skills 
needed as building blocks for reading. The business of each 
day (not a new force) combined with the constant “present-
ness” of technology can create an environment where the 
time for those foundational learning experiences becomes 
lost. If we as parents are falling short in reading to younger 
children, we should make small, achievable goals to increase 
that time.
 There are concerns about the growing trends in society,  
and we all have responsibility in whatever sphere we have 
been placed in. What need we have before the Lord. Let us  
be united in prayer for true reformation in our nation, our 
schools, our congregations, our homes, and ultimately, in  
our hearts.

Future firefighters The answers are in the Bible.
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The Fourfold State
(Reprinted from Ministers in Trying Times, Vol. 7, Chapter 8, © Early Foundations Publishers)

Alie Vogelaar

The Fourfold State
Thomas Boston (1676–1732) was a minister in Simprin 
and later on in Ettrick. That is where he wrote his book 
The Fourfold State. It speaks about man’s spiritual 
condition: first, how he was in Paradise; then, what he 
became through the fall; after that, what happens when 
he is converted; and finally, where his end will be, in 
heaven or in hell.

* * * * *
 Tim sat upright with a start. He blinked his eyes. Why 
was it suddenly so light? Was it time to get up? Was the 
sun shining already? Oh, he was not  
in bed at all! He had fallen asleep  
lying on the grass…
 Startled, he looked at his father.  
Had he noticed anything? Had his 
father also fallen asleep? No, he was 
reading his book again. Tim was  
happy that Father had not noticed  
that he had been sleeping instead  
of watching the sheep!
 The sheep! Now Tim was fully 
awake. He looked around. Behind  
him, he saw the rolling hills of 
 Scotland against the blue sky.  
The hills were covered with trees  
and colored in all shades of green. 
Warmly colored flowers shimmered 
like scattered beads. But… he did  
not see the white, round, woolly  
balls that should be walking around. 
Where had the sheep gone?
 He jumped up. He should call 
Stanley, the sheep dog, before his 
father became aware of the problem. 
Stanley could help him. “Stanley!” He heard a dog bark, 
but the sound was far away! That is where the sheep 
must be.
 “Tim! Are the sheep far away? I don’t even see them.”
 Now Father had noticed, too, and he would probably 
ask why his son had not paid attention to the sheep. 
Then he would find out that Tim had fallen asleep.  
He felt ashamed. Father always said that he was his best 
helper. And now? He ran down the hill into the valley.
 “Wait, Tim! I’m coming along!”

 It was not long before they found the sheep. They had 
wandered into another valley. It was no wonder that they 
had not been able to see the animals! They were happy 
that Stanley had stayed with the herd.
 Father patted the dog’s head. “Well done, Stanley! 
Good dog!”
 He looked at Tim. “He was paying better attention than 
we were. I was so involved in reading the book that I 
forgot about everything else. That’s pretty bad, isn’t it?”
 Tim heaved a sigh of relief. Father did not even ask 
what he had been doing all that time!

 At home in their little hut that 
evening, Father told Mother what 
had happened. He laughed a little 
bit. Mother shook her head. She  
was stirring the food in a big kettle 
that was hanging above a crackling 
fire of logs.
 “You spend too much time 
 reading,” she grumbled.
 Curiously, Tim looked at Father 
and then at the book which lay on 
the table. His father had borrowed it 
from a neighbor, who had walked 
into their hut with tears in his eyes 
one time.
 “You have to read this book!”  
he had called out. “Oh, this book 
points to the right way! It won’t 
deceive you!”
 Curiously, Tim started to leaf 
through it. He had not been able to 
attend school very often because 
they lived in a remote area. He was 

happy that his father had taught him to read.
 Human Nature in its Fourfold State. He had difficulty 
understanding the title. What did it mean, and who  
was writing about it? Thomas Boston was the author. 
Who was he?
 His father saw the questions in his son’s eyes.  
“This minister preached in Simprin for five years, but 
now he is minister in Ettrick. That is not very far from 
here. He preached these sermons over there, and now 
they have been printed in a book. The neighbor said  

Young ReadersFOR OUR
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that everyone is talking 
about them, and every-
one wants to have the 
book. I am happy I was 
allowed to borrow it  
from him.”
 “What does the ‘four- 
fold state’ mean, Father?”
 “He describes very 
beautifully the state of man’s soul. First, how man lived 
in Paradise: very happy and without sin. Man was always 
with the Lord and wanted to serve Him. Then, after the 
fall, man ended up in the state of misery. He had be-
come disobedient. Rev. Boston tries to describe how 
terrible man’s state of misery is. There are no words to 
describe it.” His father stopped talking, and Tim looked 
at him. Were tears rolling down Father’s cheeks? Tim 
had never seen that before. Was Father crying because 
of the book?
 Father continued, “That’s not the whole story. Then 
Rev. Boston continues to explain how we can learn to 
know the Lord again and how our sins can be forgiven  
by the Lord Jesus. He urges us to ask for that often. 
Then he finishes his book with the fourth part. There he 
describes two places to which a man can go after his 
death: if he may know the Lord, he may go to heaven 
where he may always be with Him and serve Him. 
However, if he does not have a new heart and he has 
always listened to the devil, he will forever have to stay 
with the devil… I have thought about that many times.” 
Father was quiet for a while.
 “Ettrick is not very far from here,” he continued. “If you 
go along the river through the valley, in between the hills, 
it is not a difficult path. I would like to go there some-
time. Rev. Boston preaches not only on Sundays, but 
also on Thursday evenings. That is where he preached 
these sermons. At first, the people in Ettrick were very 
careless. As long as they could do what they wanted, 
they were happy. I know those people a little bit. I heard 
that now there are many who realize they are unhappy 
because they do not know the Lord Jesus.”
 Father was quiet for a moment and then continued.  
“If we don’t know the Lord Jesus as our Mediator, what 
do we have? Then we are very poor.” Tim began to 
wriggle on his chair. He looked around the hut. Well, 
weren’t they poor? Or did Rev. Boston mean something 
else? Should he ask if he could come along to listen to 
the minister? He liked the idea of going on a trip, but 
what about the sheep?
 Was Father able to read his thoughts? “It’s a pity you 
cannot come along, Tim, but one of us has to stay with 

the sheep. When I am 
gone, you can read this 
book. Then you can read 
it to your mother. Every- 
one should hear this.”
 Mother was listening 
along as she stirred the 
food in the kettle. “It all 
sounds quite difficult,” 

she said. “We go to church, don’t we, and we are baptized.” 
She turned around. “Supper is ready!”
 She looked at Father and shrugged her shoulders. 
“There is no persecution anymore, and everyone is free 
to go to church.”
 Father nodded. “Yes, we are all allowed to go to church, 
so therefore we go. Then we think all is well between  
us and the Lord, but we need something more. Listen 
carefully when Tim is reading.”

 Father came home.
 “I was happy that the water of the river by Ettrick was 
low,” he said. “Also, the road was not very muddy, so it 
was not a difficult trip. Even if it had been difficult, it was 
worth it. And look!” He took a package from under his 
coat. “I got a good price for the sheep’s wool, so I had 
money left over. I’m glad someone still had a copy of 
the book.” Solemnly he put the book on the table.
 “I heard that his book The Fourfold State has been 
read everywhere. Many people began to think about 
serious things and realized they were unconverted.  
Rev. Boston preached that every sinner, no matter who 
he is, may flee to the Lord Jesus. He said that He is the 
only Way. I have listened to people who told me with 
beaming eyes that they had learned to know the Lord 
Jesus. It is really something to be jealous of…”
 It was quiet for a while. “I could tell that Rev. Boston  
is worried. The persecution is past, he said, but now 
many people are forgetting how our Puritan ministers 
have always preached.”

 It was dark. Tim turned over and pulled the rough  
sack over himself. The straw of his bed rustled. For a 
long time, he stared into the darkness. No, he had not 
yet finished the book. It was sometimes difficult to 
understand. Yet, if you read how miserable a person  
is when he does not know the Lord… Then Father had 
also said how happy the people are who may know the 
Lord Jesus. Tim had a lot to think about.
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The Light of the World
Throughout the Bible, we read many texts about light. Find each verse. Then match it to the person who said it 
listed at the right. May the words of the Bible shine into our hearts.

 1.  A light to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of Thy people  • 
Israel. Luke 2:   

 2.  I am come a light into the world, that whosoever believeth  • 
on Me should not abide in darkness. John 12:   

 3.  The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear?  • 
Psalm 27:   

 4.  For ye were sometimes darkness, but now are ye light in  • 
the Lord: walk as children of light. Ephesians 5:   

 5.  Let the day perish wherein I was born, and the night in which  • 
it was said, There is a man child conceived. Let that day be  
darkness; let not God regard it from above, neither let the  
light shine upon it. Job 3:    –   

 6.  For the commandment is a lamp; and the law is light; and  • 
reproofs of instruction are the way of life. Proverbs 6:   

  7.  The people that walked in darkness have seen a great light:  • 
they that dwell in the land of the shadow of death, upon  
them hath the light shined. Isaiah 9:   

 8.  He revealeth the deep and secret things: He knoweth  • 
what is in the darkness, and the light dwelleth with Him.  
Daniel 2:   

 9.  But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy  • 
nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the  
praises of Him who hath called you out of darkness into  
His marvellous light. 1 Peter 2:   

10.  And the city had no need of the sun, neither of the moon,  • 
to shine in it: for the glory of God did lighten it, and the  
Lamb is the light thereof. Revelation 21:   

 11.  And        said, Let there be light: and there was light.  • 
Genesis 1:   

12.  To give light to them that sit in darkness and in the shadow  • 
of death, to guide our feet into the way of peace.  
Luke 1:   
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