
A  M A G A Z I N E  F O R  T H E  C H R I S T I A N  S C H O O L  A N D  H O M E

FALL 2021 | Vol. 21 | No. 4

O F F I C I A L  P U B L I C AT I O N  O F  T H E  N E T H E R L A N D S  R E F O R M E D  C H R I S T I A N  E D U C AT I O N A L  A S S O C I AT I O N

Official Publication of the 
Netherlands Reformed Christian Educational Association FALL 2021 | Vol. 21 | No. 4

 Learning 
& Living

Learning & Living

the

Puzzle Corner

Reformation Trivia

The Puzzle Corner is authored by Alanna Van Klei, a member of the Netherlands Reformed Congregation of Lethbridge, Alberta.

In This Issue…
The Reformation
Godliness and Knowledge
A Christian Worldview and 
a Christian Self-View

ACROSS
 3.  The reformer who published the  

Institutes of the Christian Religion  
in 1536.

 6.  The country where John Calvin  
was born and from which he had  
to flee.

 7.  John Knox was a reformer from  
which country?

 9.  Which invention was instrumental  
in the spread of the reformation  
througout Europe?

 12.  The acronym which stands for the  
five points of Calvinism.

14.  The city of the church where Martin Luther 
nailed the ninety-five theses.

DOWN
 1.  In 1526, William Tyndale translated the New Testament into                 .
 2.  Martin Luther worked in this country.
 4.  Martin Luther preached against the sale of these. 
 5.  Martin Luther taught that justification was by                 alone.
 7.  All the reformers emphasized the importance of reading the                 .
 8.  The Edict of Worms banned Luther’s writings and declared him to be a                 .
10.  Martin Luther was                 from the Roman Catholic Church in 1521 by Pope Leo X.
 11. In 1611, the                   version of the Bible was finished.
 13. Ulrich                 was a reformer from Switzerland.
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Meditation

The Reformation
Rev. M. Heerschap (1911–1993)
Taken from the October 1992 issue of The Banner of Truth

“Thou art the God that doest wonders: Thou hast declared 
Thy strength among the people” (Psalm 77:14).

Truly, we can apply this word of the psalmist to the event  
  of the Reformation. It was Luther who was used as a 
means in God’s hand to bring His church out of the idolatrous 
house of bondage of Rome. How wonderful are the deeds and 
ways of the Lord with His church! This holds true not only  
for every living member of the church personally in his or her 
life, but also for the church of the Lord as instituted, that is, 
according to the way she manifests herself. In all this, God 
executes His eternal counsel. Therefore, how the words of  
the poet fit with this fact of the Reformation: “Thou art the 
God that doest wonders: Thou hast declared Thy strength 
among the people.”

 What was the condition of the church in the Middle Ages? 
It was a planted garden of the Lord, was it not? Well, she lay 
sunk away in unbelief, superstition, and idol worship. How 
many were there not, who with a worried heart sought peace 
and rest for their soul, and therefore subjected themselves  
to all kinds of chastisements, or in another way, by doing  
good works attempted to obtain true peace! One can easily 
understand what the situation was. Many were bowed down 
under human, superstitious, God-dishonoring, and Christ-
dishonoring teachings and doctrines. The Word of the Lord 
had been forsaken and was unknown to many. Rightly, 
therefore, can one speak of the dark Middle Ages.
 But still the Lord shall not leave nor forsake His church. 
Although there were people who tried to bring about reform 
and tried to cleanse the church from many conditions, when 
all hope, as it were, had been given up, then it was God’s 
time. Then Luther was used by the Lord, and in the strength 

of the Lord he caused the monumental building of idolatrous 
Rome to shake on its foundation. He it was who on that  
31st of October, 1517, nailed the Ninety-five Theses Against 
Indulgences onto the door of the castle church at Wittenberg. 
Hereby he pointed out to the church the soul-destroying and 
God-dishonoring doctrine of indulgences, by which a person 
could buy the forgiveness of sins with money. And thus, he 
pointed out that only the blood of Christ, God’s Son, washes 
and cleanses from all sins, that all good works of men have  
no value whatsoever in the way of the justification of a sinner 
before God, but that full salvation is in Christ alone.
 By the grace of God, Luther could not act differently. For 
even though he had to promise, as was customary with the 
acceptance of the doctorate in theology, that he would defend 
the truth of Scripture, he had learned personally by grace, 
“But to him that worketh not, but believeth on Him that 
justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for righteousness.”
 And although Luther wanted to bring the Romish Church 
back to the purity of God’s Word by pointing to the comfort-
lessness and destructiveness of her erroneous doctrine, she 
did not want to listen, and in her bitter enmity excommun-
icated him. Indeed, against his pure confession, she drew up 
a false confession.
 Then the Lord brought His church out of Rome and placed 
the Church of the Reformation in the pure light of His Word. 
How very much then do the words of the psalmist relate to 
what the Lord has done. “Thou art the God that doest won-
ders: Thou hast declared Thy strength among the people.”
 And now we may live under that clear light of God’s Word 
and share in the possession of the heritage of the Reformation. 
What a blessing, never to be appreciated enough, which the 
Lord gives us! But it is not enough for salvation. For we can 
call ourselves sons and daughters of the Reformation, but 
what does it profit us if the experience of the Spirit and the 
principle of the Reformation is lacking, that is, if true con-
version is missing? For the essence of the Reformation is 
justification by faith without the works of the law. And in 
order to learn to know that, as our Reformers have learned  
by grace, the subjective application by the Holy Spirit of the 
Word of God which is entrusted to us is necessary for us.  
May the Lord grant it to us. That is our wish and prayer.

Chemistry class

Little Pilgrims for Thanksgiving Day program



From Our Inheritance

 Exposition of Psalm 127,  
for Christians at Riga and in Livonia (1)
Martin Luther (1483–1546)

In 1522, Luther received a letter out of Livonia (territory  
  which in the present day includes parts of Latvia, 
Lithuania, and Estonia) indicating that many of his 
writings were known and eagerly read. The letter ends  
with a request if he would encourage the people there with 
a reply or some type of address. Luther did write a brief 
reply in 1523, followed by an exposition of Psalm 127 in 
1524. Martin Luther was a man of his time, and although 
some of his expressions would not be used today, this does 
not take away from the lessons and the many applications 
which can and should be made for us today. What is our 
walk in the world? Our goals? Our fears and worries, also 
in all the difficulties that surround us? This is the first of 
three installments, D.V.

Martin Luther to all his dear friends in Christ  
at Riga and in Livonia:

Grace and peace from God our Father through 
our Lord Jesus Christ. Some time ago, dear 
friends, I was asked to write you something in 
a Christian vein. I would gladly have done so, 
as was my duty, but all manner of distractions 
prevented me. Also, I knew of nothing special 
to write, since God our Father has so richly 
blessed you with His holy Word that you yourselves 
can both teach and admonish, strengthen, and comfort 
one another perhaps even better than we. However, since 
this has been asked of me, I have stolen time enough to 
quicken my own spirit and yours with a spiritual, godly 
song, and have undertaken an exposition of the 127th 
Psalm.
 I selected this Psalm because it so beautifully turns the 
heart away from covetousness and concern for temporal 
livelihood and possessions toward faith in God, and in a 
few words teaches us how Christians are to act with 
respect to the accumulation and ownership of this world’s 
goods. It is hardly to be expected that the gospel, which 
has now again come to the fore, will fare any better among 
us and among you than it did at the time of Christ and 
the apostles, indeed, since the beginning of the world.  
For not only the evangelists, but all the prophets as well, 
complain that covetousness and concern for this world’s 
goods hinder the gospel greatly from bearing fruit. 
Indeed, the precious Word of God sometimes falls  
among thorns and is choked (Matthew 13:22) so that it 
proves unfruitful; sadly enough, our daily experience 
shows us this only too well. And Paul also complains  

that all seek their own interests, not those of Jesus Christ 
(Philippians 2:21).
 Now I have preached and written a great deal urging 
that good schools should be established in the cities in 
order that we might produce educated men and women, 
whence good Christian pastors and preachers might come 
forth so that the Word of God might continue to flourish 
richly. But people take such an indifferent attitude toward 
the matter, pretending that it might cost them their whole 
livelihood and temporal possessions, that I fear the time 
will come when schoolmasters, pastors, and preachers 
alike will have to quit, let the Word go, and turn to a trade 
or some other means of stilling the pangs of hunger; just 

as the Levites had to abandon the worship of God to till 
the fields, as Nehemiah writes (Nehemiah 13:10).

 Is it not a crying shame? Up to now, a town 
with a population of four or five hundred 
could turn over to the mendicant monks 
alone the equivalent of five, six, or seven 
hundred gulden, besides what bishops, 
officials, and other bloodsuckers, together 
with beggars and relic hawkers, have already 

wrung from them. In addition, such a town 
will today probably be contributing annually five 

or six hundred gulden just for a biretta [a square cap 
worn by Roman Catholic clergy]. I will not even mention 
the sums expended on spices, silks, gold, jewels, and 
similar vanities; yes, and what is squandered on beer and 
wine. When you lump all these together, such a town 
throws far more than a thousand gulden down the drain 
every year. Such is the miserable, wretched, hopeless state 
of affairs in the German lands today! But when they are 
asked to contribute one or two hundred gulden toward 
good schools and pulpits, they cry, “You would reduce us 
to rags and make beggars of us! We would have nothing 
left.” Then covetousness and concern for livelihood take 
over, and the people think they will die of hunger.
 But what will God finally say about this? He will  
say, “The fear of the wicked, it shall come upon him” 
(Proverbs 10:24). We fear hunger; hunger will come upon 
us, and all our concern will not help. Like unbelieving 
heathen, we are so needlessly anxious that we fail to 
advance God’s Word and work with the very means He 
has given us for that purpose. He will therefore allow a 
time to come in which we shall have plenty to worry  
about and our worry will nevertheless avail us nothing. 
Should this happen, as well it might, that there should  
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be a terrible famine, it would serve us right; we are  
asking for it.
 Take those seducers, the priests, and monks, who… 
have slain our bodies and souls with their poisonous 
doctrines and herded them into hell. These are the very 
ones to whom we have in the past not only given more 
than enough, but we have even given them lands and 
people, cities and castles, and made of them greater  
lords than any among us.
 Now that God is sending us upright, trustworthy, and 
learned men, who by word and deed encourage us toward 
self-discipline and chastity, who by godly marriage reduce 
the prevalence of fornication, and who in addition zeal- 
ously serve us in body and soul and direct us on the right 
path to heaven, we simply ignore them. Those whom we 
should be securing at whatever expense even from the 
ends of the earth, we are supporting about as well as  
the rich man supported poor Lazarus (Luke 16:19–21). 
Now we find it impossible to 
support three upright, learned, 
married preachers, where 
formerly we maintained in 
splendor a hundred of those 
whoremasters.
 Very well; we shall soon  
find out how this pleases God. 
Nobody can tell us anything.  
So God in turn will stop up  
His ears too and refuse to 
listen… I can foresee nothing 
better than the establishment 
of another papacy worse than 
before which will do us even 
greater harm (if that were 
possible) than this one has. 
This must and undoubtedly will happen, unless the Last 
Day intervenes. After all, we want to be betrayed, seduced, 
disgraced, and despoiled. As Wisdom complains in 
Proverbs 1, “I have called, and ye refused; I have stretched 
out My hand, and no man regarded; but ye have set at 
nought all My counsel, and would none of My reproof:  
I also will laugh at your calamity; I will mock when your 
fear cometh… Then shall they call upon Me, but I will not 
answer… Therefore shall they eat of the fruit of their own 
way, and be filled with their own devices.”
 For this reason, I want yet to sing one little song for  
the benefit of such covetousness, that some might still be 
roused to help us ward off the wrath of God a bit longer. 
And that shall be this psalm…
 Solomon composed this psalm. Not only was he 
enlightened by the Holy Spirit, but as he daily exercised 
his administrative functions and mingled with people,  
he learned from frequent experience how vainly unbelief 
burdens itself with worries about feeding the belly, when 
in fact everything depends on God’s blessing and protec-
tion. For where God withholds His blessing, we labor in 

vain; where God does not protect, our worry is futile.  
And He speaks thus: “Except the LORD build the house, 
they labour in vain that build it.”
 First we must understand that “building the house” 
does not refer simply to the construction of walls and roof, 
rooms and chambers, out of wood and stone. It refers 
rather to everything that goes on inside the house, which 
in German we call “managing the household” (haus
hallten)… that is, pertaining to the household economy 
which comprises wife and child, servant and maid, 
livestock and fodder. The same term is used by Moses  
in Exodus 1:20–21, where he writes that God dealt well 
with the two midwives and “made them houses” because 
they feared Him and did not strangle the children of the 
Israelites; that is, He helped them to obtain husbands, 
sons, and daughters, and enough of whatever goes along 
with keeping a family. Solomon’s purpose is to describe  
a Christian marriage; he is  instructing everyone how  

to conduct himself as a 
Christian husband and  
head of a household.
 Reason and the world 
think that married life and 
the making of a home ought 
to proceed as they intend; 
they try to determine things 
by their own decisions and 
actions, as if their work  
could take care of everything. 
To this Solomon says “No!” 
He points us instead to God 
and teaches us with a firm 
faith to seek and expect all 
such things from God. We 
see this in experience too. 

Frequently two people will marry who have hardly a shirt 
to their name, and yet they support themselves so quietly 
and well that it is a pleasure to behold. On the other hand, 
some bring great wealth into their marriage; yet it slips 
out of their hands till they can barely get along.
 Again, two people marry out of passionate love; their 
choice and desire are realized, yet their days together  
are not happy. Some are very eager and anxious to have 
children, but they do not conceive; while others who  
have given the matter little thought get a house full of 
children. Again, some try to run the house and its 
servants smoothly, and it turns out that they have  
nothing but misfortune. And so it goes in this world;  
the strangest things happen.
 Who is it that so disrupts marriage and household 
management, and turns them so strangely topsy-turvy?  
It is He of whom Solomon says that unless the Lord  
keeps the house, household management there is a lost 
cause. He wishes to buttress this passage (Psalm 127:1a) 
and confirm its truth. This is why He permits such 
situations to arise in this world, as an assault on unbelief, 

Grade 2 Reading
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When Rev. Moerkerken was asked to address the students at  
the conclusion of a course in doctrinal instruction given by  
our churches in the Netherlands, he thought about the message 
once given by Gisbertus Voetius. In his address, Rev. Moerkerken 
clearly points out the heritage left us from both the Reformation 
and the “Nearer” or “Later” Reformation.

Voetius was the pastor in Heusden and was then about  
  40 years old. He filled his position in Utrecht with 
brilliance until his eighty-seventh year. When he assumed  
this post, he gave an address on the theme “Godliness  
must be joined to knowledge.” There were thus two words: 
godliness and knowledge.
 Permit me to begin with the latter, with knowledge.  
What value our forefathers have attached to knowledge.  
Take Calvin, for example. What concern he had to establish 
his academy in Geneva in 1559. He wrote to the congregations 
spread throughout Europe, “Just send me wood, and I hope, 
with God’s help, to make arrows from it.” And what arrows 
have come from Geneva, from Calvin’s academy! Think only 
of Guido de Bres.
 What men have graduated from this academy, men who 
formed the backbone of the reformed congregations, the 
young churches of the Reformation.
 If you would read the speech of Voetius, you would be 
deeply impressed by the outstanding learning of this man.  
He was educated in Leiden by Franciscus Gomaras, the great 
opponent of the Arminians, and this lecture is a witness of his 
development. Our forefathers also attached great value to it.

Godly Counsel

Godliness and Knowledge
Rev. A. Moerkerken, Capelle a/d Ijssel, the Netherlands
Taken from the November 1979 issue of The Banner of Truth

to bring to shame the arrogance of reason with all works 
and cleverness, and to constrain them to believe.
 This passage alone should be enough to attract people 
to marriage, comfort all who are now married, and sap 
the strength of covetousness. Young people are scared 
away from marriage when they see how strangely it turns 
out… This is because they fail to see who does this and 
why He does it; and since human ingenuity and strength 
know no recourse and can provide no help, they hesitate 
to marry. As a result, they fall into unchastity if they do 
not marry, and into covetousness and worry if they do. 
But here is the needed consolation: Let the Lord build the 
house and keep it, and do not encroach upon His work; 
the concern for these matters is His, not yours. For who- 
ever is the head of the house and maintains it should be 
allowed to bear the burden of care. Does it take a lot to 
make a house? What of it? God is greater than any house. 
He who fills heaven and earth will surely also be able to 

supply a house, especially since He takes the responsibil-
ity upon Himself and causes it to be sung to His praise.
 Why should we think it strange that it takes so much  
to make a home where God is not the head of the house? 
Because you do not see Him who is supposed to fill the 
house, naturally every corner must seem empty. But if 
you look upon Him, you will never notice whether a 
corner is bare; everything will appear to you to be full  
and will indeed be full. And if it is not full, it is your 
vision which is at fault; just as it is with the blind man  
if he fails to see the sun. For him who sees rightly, God 
turns the saying around and says not, “It takes a lot to 
make a home,” but, “How much a home contributes!”  
So we see that the managing of a household should and 
must be done in faith—then there will be enough—so 
that men come to acknowledge that everything depends 
not on our doing, but on God’s blessing and support.

(To be continued)

Grade 3 DEAR time
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 In our time, you often meet people who make a contradic-
tion between these two things, between godliness and knowl- 
edge. It must not be in the head, but rather in the heart. 
Voetius, however, placed emphasis on the fact that it must  
be in the head and in the heart. The fear of God must pervade 
our entire existence.
 There can indeed be a conflict between godliness and 
knowledge. I too was once afraid that people would graduate 
from this course who are wise in their own eyes. The greatest 
danger is, I think, that a spirit of learning without piety should 
arise in our churches. Then we would alienate ourselves  
from the humble people of God. That is the great danger 
which threatens us—knowledge without godliness.
 On the other hand, it may not be a contradiction. Godliness 
must be joined to knowledge. This is what Voetius titled his 
address. It will be profitable if we can receive such people in 
our congregations—people who would 
be enabled to combine godliness  
with knowledge and wisdom with  
an everlasting inheritance.
 Godliness. What is that? Voetius did 
not call his address “Faith and Knowl-
edge,” but rather, “Godliness and 
Knowledge.” Godliness was the heart 
of the Later Reformation.
 I believe that William Teelinck was 
one of the men who gave the word 
godliness its great power. In his youth, 
Teelinck studied law in England.  
There he came into contact with the 
English Puritans, and the piety of  
these Puritans made a deep, perma-
nent impression on his young heart. 
The manner in which they kept the 
Sabbath was not legalistic, but rather  
a genuine evangelical sanctification 
which impressed him, as did the 
manner in which the fear of God 
permeated the lives of the Puritans  
in all their relationships. The family 
life and the family worship which he 
encountered there also impressed him. The English Puritans 
used the word godliness for this life with the Lord, for this 
pious life. It was a word which the Apostle Paul also used 
often in his pastoral epistles.
 When Teelinck returned to the Netherlands, he tried to 
bring the spirit of the Puritans into the Dutch churches.
 The movement known as the Later Reformation arose.  
This Later Reformation did not have in view a reformation  
of doctrine, but rather had as its aim that the teaching of the 
Reformation would permeate the lives of the authorities and 
people, of young and old, of nobility and servants; and that 
the entire life of the people would be brought under the 
discipline and rule of God’s Word. This was the aim of  
the Later Reformation.
 We must never forget that the strength of the Later 

 Reformation lay in that it called the entire nation back to the 
observance of God’s commands and pointed out that refor-
mation of the understanding and of doctrine is not sufficient, 
but that the teaching of the Reformation must be experienced 
practically in the heart; it must be known experimentally  
and practically.
 This is now godliness. By godliness, Voetius meant an 
inward experiential knowledge of the doctrine of the 
 Reformation.
 And, my friends, has this not been the strength of our 
churches? For this reason, I so cordially love the Netherlands 
Reformed Congregations, because they have followed in  
the path of the Later Reformation, and certainly also of  
the Reformation.
 Calvin’s Institutes is a work which we must still value.  
I am sometimes afraid that Calvin is a bit suspect among us 

because some of our opponents, 
those who are so critical of our 
preaching, so often appeal to Calvin. 
But, if you know the real Calvin, 
then I believe that he stands very 
close to us. It is for this reason that 
God’s humble children love Calvin 
so. He may not be suspect among us.
 I have known humble farm people 
who read Calvin’s Institutes five times. 
Can you say that too? I can’t. They 
had read the Institutes five times. 
They were rooted in it, and thus  
in both the Reformation and the 
Later Reformation.
 This is the life of our Netherlands 
Reformed Congregations. That was 
the preaching of Rev. Kersten. He 
said once “I have milled Comrie.” 
He was grounded in the preaching 
of the Later Reformation. Godliness 
has been the flavor of our churches. 
If we lose this, we will be left with 
nothing but the dead form.
 And knowledge? In his writings, 

Rev. Kersten encouraged our young people to pursue teacher 
training. Sometimes he would report from week to week in 
De Saambinder that this one has his diploma, and that one 
has her diploma. Young people, study, study, study! Rev. 
Kersten was not one who said, “If it only is in the head, it 
need not be in the heart.” No, but he followed in the steps  
of Voetius. Godliness and knowledge must be joined for the 
welfare of our congregations.
 Therefore, knowledge. When I had read the address of 
Voetius this week, I said “How far behind we are! How far 
behind these people we are!” Not only behind their godliness, 
behind their practical fear of God, but how far behind their 
knowledge we are. How very necessary it is to study. May you 
also be enabled to join godliness and knowledge in your 
personal lives.

Grade 8 Home Economics
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 I have catechism students who 
can read Hebrew better than I can. 
Into such times we are coming.  
Our young people are advancing 
and we, often as people of the other 
generation, must take care that we 
can continue to provide them with 
guidance. May these two subjects—
godliness joined to knowledge— 
be indispensable to you, and may they continue to form the 
backbone of our congregations.
 We must fear knowledge without piety, for this destroys  
the church. You can see in other churches, which previously 
were closer to us, what knowledge without piety leads to. The 
congregations are crushed and destroyed by the theologians.
 On the other hand, the fear of God without knowledge can 
give no answer to the many questions which our children 
have and with which they turn to us. Therefore, the fear of  
the Lord is the beginning of wisdom and of knowledge.
 Then it may be a critical time, but I think then of the fifth 
vision of Zechariah. Zechariah was sitting in sackcloth and 
ashes, for the future of the church looked gloomy. The temple 
must be rebuilt, and the foundation had already been laid.  
But, because of the agitation of the Samaritans, the work had 
stood still for sixteen years.
 Deep despondency had the upper hand among the people. 
How must they go on now? Then the Lord instructed the 
prophet through a dream. As that man sat down in despair, 
not knowing how things must go with the church, he saw two 

olive branches. These branches 
bent toward the earth and from 
them ran golden olive oil. The oil 
ran into a bowl. The bowl had 
forty-nine pipes which ran down 
and emptied into a candlestick,  
all of gold, with seven lamps.  
This candlestick was burning.
 What is the oil a figure of?  

The oil is a figure of the work of the Holy Spirit.
 And what is the candlestick a figure of? It is a figure of the 
Church of God.
 Then the Lord allowed His servant to see that the oil ran  
in the bowl and out of that into the pipes, the forty-nine pipes. 
And the oil ran in the candlestick.
 No man is able to do this. God preserves His Church.  
Then the angel that talked with Zechariah asked, “Knowest 
thou not what these be?” Zechariah had to answer, “No, my 
lord.” The angel then said, as an explanation, “This is the  
word of the LORD unto Zerubbabel, saying, Not by might,  
nor by power, but by My Spirit, saith the LORD of hosts.”
 That, my friends, is the word of comfort that we may  
have from God’s Word, that He cares for His Church.
 It is necessary for you and for me that the golden oil  
of God’s dear Spirit runs in our candlestick and comes into  
our lamps, for this is godliness. A candlestick without oil is 
knowledge without godliness. But the wise virgins may have 
had this oil in their lamps. “Godliness joined to knowledge.”

National Honor Society induction ceremony

SEC and NRCEA Updates

For many years, our NRCEA schools have held a three-day  
  biennial teachers’ conference, hosted in turns at our 
larger schools. The last of these was held at Timothy Christian 
School in Chilliwack, British Columbia in August of 2018. 
Including local staff as well as board and consistory members, 
there are approximately 150 people on the “official” picture. 
You may remember that the conference scheduled for August 
2020 at the Netherlands Reformed Christian School in 
 Pompton Plains, New Jersey had to be cancelled. After some 
deliberation, it was agreed that we would proceed with a 
one-and-a-half day virtual conference on August 4 and 5, 
2021. It was appreciated that some of the schools made their 
facilities available, allowing local and visiting staff to enjoy 
many of the sessions in the company of others, giving some- 
what of a “conference” feel. Although the preconference  

survey calculations indicated that we should count on any-
where from 100 to 140 people, the final registration number 
of 209 was a very pleasant surprise—this also considering  
the many different time zones and five continents where the 
participants were located (North America, South America, 
New Zealand, Europe, and Africa).
 The days consisted of opening meditations, two general 
sessions, three breakout sessions (where participants could 
choose from various education-related topics, ranging from 
the very specific and practical to the more overarching, 
worldview-related concerns), and closing. For those who 
desired, there were also two time slots set aside for “meet  
and greet,” as over the years, many of our conference partic-
ipants have gotten to know attendees from other locations.
 The many attendees, the good participation in the discus-

Teachers’ Conference
Paul Verhoef, SEC/NRCEA Coordinator
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sion sessions, as  
well as the comments 
and high value rating 
given in the post 
conference survey 
were all indications 
that the decision to 
move ahead with this 
conference—although  
a very first for us on 
this scale—was appre- 
ciated. Although a 
large majority indi- 
cated that a priority 
should be in-person 
conferences, an 
almost equal-sized 
majority indicated 
that they would appre- 
ciate seeing a future 

conference being a hybrid between in-person and online, 
allowing for greater participation by those for whom travel is 
difficult or just not possible and recognizing that currently, 
cross-border travel is still uncertain.
 We once again want to thank all those who helped make 
this conference possible and those who had hoped/were  
able to participate. This includes those from outside of North 
America at either very early or late times, as well as consistory 
and school board members and all those who at other times 
could not be present.

* * * * *

 Included here is a reflection about the conference by Rev. 
Vogelaar for De Saambinder, entitled “Great Concerns.”

 The apostle says in 1 Peter 5:7, “Casting all your care upon 
Him; for He careth for you.” There are cares of many different 
kinds. A care in this text is pictured as a heavy burden that  
is to be cast upon the Lord. It does not say, “lay upon Him,” 
but “cast upon Him.” That means, with all your effort. That  
is then not so easy. Then we cannot remain standing upright. 
That is why the previous verse says, “Humble yourselves 
therefore under the mighty hand of God.” That is God’s work, 
to humble a man and teach him to cry unto Him from out  
of the depths. And those people will not be put to shame.
 There are many worries and cares: in the world, in the 
church, in the family, and also in personal life. Last week at 
the teachers’ conference, it was about concerns in the world 
of education…
 Much is involved so that the education of our children can 
continue. Most of our schools are supported financially solely 
by parents/community; very few of our schools receive partial 
government funding. However, the greatest need may well  
be the filling of the vacancies. Month after month, you can  
see the requests for staff in The Banner of Truth; the need is 
great. May the Lord incline hearts. Luther once said that if  
he were not called to be a preacher, then he considered 

education the most important and most beautiful occupation. 
[Note: more about this in the next issue, D.V. See also the 
article on page 13.]
 This time, the participants did not arrive from far. Due to 
the current coronavirus situation, they took part in the confer- 
ence from home or from the local school via the help of 
digital means. I was also privileged to listen to various 
speakers. Clearly, there was great concern about the future  
of churches and schools. That was evident from the titles of 
several of the sessions: “Threats to Christian Education 
Around the World,” “A Culture War,” and “Global Assaults  
on Christianity and Christian Education.”
 Things are developing at a tremendously rapid pace. The 
pressure on organizations, schools, and eventually also on 
churches, increases quickly. There is pressure on everyone to 
approve of the new sexual morals and ideas of gender ideology. 
It is almost unbelievable that five- and six-year-old children 
are already confronted with this in the public schools.
 When on February 1, 1953, the waters were whipped up to 
great heights and a stiff northwester raged, the dikes in the 
southwestern part of the Netherlands were breached and 
broke open. The consequences were devastating. Houses 
were swept away, and approximately eighteen hundred people 
lost their lives. And so the storm of secularization and anti- 
Christian ideologies sweeps over the world. Shall the pillars  
of the Reformation, the church, yes, shall we personally 
remain standing? Only if we are kept by the Almighty hand  
of Him Who also now reigns over all things and carries out 
His counsel.
 Oh, the times 
are so very serious. 
The judgements 
are so apparent. 
And who takes 
heed? The prince 
of darkness makes 
haste. Only if we 
may be sheltered 
in an Other are 
we safe. Happy 
that people who, 
in all their cares, 
may be hid under 
the almighty 
wings of the 
ascended and so 
precious Christ. 
That people shall 
experience, “He 
careth for you.” 
Dear youth, seek 
that Refuge!  
He is so worthy 
that His Name  
be honored and 
praised.

Kindergarten recess time

Grade 8 Shop class
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Educating Our Children

Christian Education... After The Reformation
Rev. C. Vogelaar, Clifton, New Jersey
Taken from the December 1985 issue of The Banner of Truth

In our Heidelberg Catechism (Lord’s Day 38), the explanation  
  of the fourth commandment mentions that the ministry  
of the gospel and the schools be maintained. We must keep 
the Lord’s Day holy. It is a very sad token of moral decline  
and public forsaking of the Lord’s laws when the Sabbath is 
despised and desecrated. We should understand that for the 
hallowing of the Lord’s Day, it is a must that the ministry  
of the gospel be maintained.
 On Sunday, we go to the Lord’s house, and the Lord’s  
Word is proclaimed. Now, as for the schools, what do they 
have to do with the hallowing of the Sabbath? What is the 
relationship between the worship of God and the education 
received at schools?

 In the first place, our fathers emphasized the importance 
and necessity of seminaries; students studying for the ministry 
could then be trained and receive preparation for their office. 
How sad it is that so many universities are influencing young 
people by false and deceitful teachings. Humanistic theories 
of evolution, societal criticism, and revolution are often taught 
and promoted. The damage caused by this is greater than 
many realize.
 Our fathers used every means to support Christian educa-
tion. Rev. Bernardus Smytegelt, one of our old writers who 
preached for many years in Zeeland, said, “Let the church 
never lack men qualified to teach the young. See to it that 
there are academies where they may be taught and teachers 
that rightly divide the Word of truth.” Christian elementary 
schools are also very necessary. Our fathers have seen the 
need for good and faithful Christian instruction.
 The Reformation of the church in the sixteenth century 
also resulted in a renewal of school life. Luther urged the 
government to begin new schools. In 1524, he sent a request  

to the mayors and magistrates of all the cities in Germany  
to institute schools and to oblige the parents to send their 
children to them. He himself performed a lot of work for 
instruction of the youth. He composed a small booklet in 
which he gave some instruction about the Apostles’ Creed, 
the Ten Commandments, and the Lord’s Prayer. He also 
recommended that the government not only maintain Latin 
schools, but clearly emphasized the necessity of erecting 
public schools for the common masses as well, in which he 
advocated that the boys should receive a minimum of two 
hours of daily Christian doctrinal instruction and the girls  
a minimum of one hour.
 In 1528, Luther made a trip throughout Germany to survey 
conditions in the churches. This journey had a very discour-
aging effect because of the people’s religious ignorance. 
When he returned home, he immediately tried to rectify  
this dangerous situation. Therefore, he wrote a Larger and 
Shorter Catechism and distributed this to the churches.  
The Shorter Catechism had to be memorized by the children, 
and the Larger Catechism was given for help for and use by 
fathers and office-bearers. That Shorter Catechism was very 
useful for children as it was prepared in simple language  
with a concrete explanation of the doctrine. He urged the 
parents to instruct their children. We do know that his  
efforts were blessed by the Spirit; it is clear that from the 
Reformation onwards the knowledge of the Scriptures and  
of the truth increased.
 This example of Luther was followed by other teachers  
and ministers. In a church order made by Bugenhagen, there 
is also an order for schools, giving some guidance for instruc-
tion. Calvin also saw the importance of good Christian 
education. He promoted the foundation of schools; he could 
see that a good education was a powerful weapon for use in 
battling Roman errors. Education had the special purpose to 
keep truth in the church pure and undiluted. We can see that 
the church was very interested in education.
 The Synod of Dort (1618–1619) declared in its Church 
Order (Article 21) that teachers must also teach godliness  
and the Catechism. They said the teachers had to subscribe  
to the Confession of Faith and to the Forms of Unity, and  
they had to submit themselves to the Church Order.
 Christian education, however, must begin at home.  
Our fathers emphasized the necessity of Christian teaching: 
at home by the parents, in the schools by the teachers, and  
in the church by the minister and elders. They said the office 
of parents is to diligently teach their children the principles  
of Christian education, to earnestly admonish to the fear of 
God and true godliness, to exercise family worship in holy 
prayer, and to take their children to the preaching of God’s 
Word, so as to prepare them for Catechism instruction at the 
schools. The church also emphasized the necessity of having 

Enjoying a break on Make a Difference Day
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good teachers. In Holland, there was even a rule that teachers 
should be examined by Classis in purity of faith and ability to 
do their tasks. In all those rules and expressions, their interest 
in school life was shown.
 There must be a close relationship between school and 
church. A good foundation and a reliable guideline are neces- 
sary for the realization of a Christian school life. The foundation 
must be God’s Word and the Forms of Unity. We agree whole- 
heartedly that the constitution of our schools be founded on 
God’s Word and the three Forms of Unity. The purpose of our 
schools is to provide daily academic and religious instruction 
in accordance with this foundation.
 We may be thankful that the Reformation gave us back His 
Word and the pure preaching of it. Despite the many attacks 
on the truth, the decline of church life and school life, and  
the penetration of errors into 
them, the Lord has faithfully 
provided godly people, sent 
forth true servants and 
watchmen upon the walls  
of the church, and given  
new and further instructions. 
Sometimes He gave blessed 
revivals when the truth was 
darkened and the church 
seemed to be utterly  
destroyed and ruined by 
errors and worldliness.  
He also gave us places where 
we may be gathered for the 
worship of God, to hear His 
Word, and to be admonished, 
instructed, encouraged, and 
comforted. He provided for 
schools where our children can be instructed according to 
God’s Word and the Confession of Faith.
 But do not forget, fathers and mothers, that it is the duty  
of parents in the first place to teach children in the way they 
should go. We once promised at baptism to see our children, 
when come to the years of discretion, instructed and brought 
up in the aforesaid doctrine, or help or cause them to be 
instructed therein. That is our parental duty, confirmed with 
our public oath before God’s countenance in the midst of the 
congregation. It is very important that school and family may 
work together; and that what we read about Abraham in 
Genesis 18:19 will be practiced: “For I know him, that he will 
command his children and his household after him, and they 
shall keep the way of the LORD, to do justice and judgment.”
 Abraham used parental authority in governing his children. 
He cared not only for his children, but also for his servants, 
and had love for all that belonged to his household. How 
necessary for parents in their homes, teachers at school, and 
office-bearers in the church, that they have a heartfelt love  
to souls. As long as a man does not care for his own soul, he 
also does not care for the souls of others. We need to have  
a desire to use our talents for Christ.

 If we have true saving faith, we will have the desire to use 
our gifts, money, knowledge, and authority for Christ. Do we 
use our talents for him by grace? In the Scriptures, we find 
many examples of such desire and practice; such as Abraham, 
Job, and Joshua, when he said, “But as for me and my house, 
we will serve the LORD.” Eunice, the mother of Timothy, had 
instructed her son in the truth revealed in God’s Word, and  
it was richly blessed: “And that from a child thou hast known 
the Holy Scriptures” (2 Timothy 3:15). We may be glad with 
the opportunities of Christian education. However, we have  
to seek more ways to increase these opportunities so that we 
may have further, higher education. May the Lord provide  
in that respect so that our youth may keep the way of the 
Lord, to do justice and judgment (Genesis 18:19).
 How richly privileged we are when we have such parents 

and teachers who teach us 
in that way! Oh, that we 
may know the way of His 
commandments, and also 
that there is a blessed and 
rich people who may know 
a righteous but merciful 
God who answered their 
prayers. May we hear about 
the bitterness and foolish-
ness of sin, the value and 
preciousness of the service 
of God, and of the ways of 
the Lord with His people. 
Important as it may be that 
the constitution of schools 
subscribe to true doctrine 
and that we have teachers 
who can agree with it, it  

is indispensable that the work of the Lord is in the heart.  
We can establish schools, set up committees, and install 
institutions for different kinds of education; but without true 
conversion, renewing, and reformation, it will be insufficient. 
The only way for conversion of a nation is through reforma-
tion of churches, teachers, and students; this can only lie in 
the personal renewing of hearts. But now many empty places 
are found in the churches. Some experienced children of  
God are taken away.
 There are many believers rich in themselves, but the Lord 
leaves a remnant of poor and needy people who trust in Him. 
They have experienced the mercy of God and His faithful 
care, and received instruction at His feet.
 How privileged we and our youth would be, if, as should  
be done, we would fulfil Psalm 78:4, “We will not hide them 
from their children, shewing to the generation to come the 
praises of the LORD, and His strength, and His wonderful 
works that He hath done.”
 May the Lord graciously give us such parents and teachers, 
to the welfare of our children and families.

Physical Science class
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Fundamental changes are taking place in America. We are  
  fast losing a “sense of God”—the inner conviction that 
God is a Supreme Being, that He reveals Himself in His 
Word and in creation, that we are accountable to Him, and 
that His laws should influence our personal and social life. 
For many generations, this sense of God was taught in our 
nation’s schools. Even in public schools, children were taught 
to pray and to pay regard to God’s Word. In the 1950’s, that 
began to change. Bible reading and prayer were removed 
from the school day, religious instruction faded, and many 
banned God from public institutions.
 Without the Bible as the standard of authority, things 
changed very rapidly. Science changed from the study of 
God’s world to the study of an evolutionary world. History 
lessons changed from support for our national values to 
criticism of them. The moral standards that controlled student 
reading selections were discarded in favor of permissiveness, 
exploration, and carnality. Health classes began to include  
sex education that condoned homosexuality, contraceptives, 
abortion, and distortions about sexual identity. We could go 
through just about every major academic discipline and trace 
the changes of instruction that occurred due to the removal  
of God and the Bible from the classroom. All this has contrib-
uted to the demise of Christian education in America.
 Is it really any wonder that society is in such a mess as it  
is today? Many children and young people were never taught 
a Christian worldview and are now grown up and becoming 
the leaders in our society. They promote laws and policies 
which are far away from the principles of God’s Word, and 
that is why we have what is so totally strange today.
 Children in Christian schools are still being taught a 
Christian worldview. Daily at home, church, and school they 
are taught that they live under the authority of God’s Word. 
They are taught Christian moral values. That does not mean 
they are all Christians or that they will even follow Christian 
morals in the future. But they will have a Christian conscience  

and a sense of biblical right and wrong, and that will more  
or less stay with them their entire lives. When they make 
 decisions or enter the voting booth, that conscience will go 
with them. And we may hope it to sometimes influence them 
and guide them in their line of thinking.
 It is important that our children not only develop a Christian 
worldview themselves, but that they also understand why a 
Christian worldview is fading in our society today. This will 
enable them to converse with others intelligibly. They should 
ask for grace to be a salting influence in the midst of a crooked 
and perverse generation. They should know why things are 
the way they are today and point their fellow man to the 
solution that can be found in Christian principles.
 Finally, it is important that our children are taught a Christian 
“self-view.” Just as the Bible provides a proper view of the 
world around us and how we are expected to live in society, it 
also teaches us who we are before God. Like the world around 
us, the heart of man is also a disaster. Everything is out of 
place. Self is on the throne, enmity against God shows itself 
in so many ways, and lusts for the things of time and sense 
fill every heart by nature. What we need is a complete renewal, 
a rebirth, new laws, and new desires wrought by God’s Holy 
Spirit. The wonder is that that renewal is possible because 
God has devised a way for hopelessly lost ones to be restored 
into favor and fellowship with Him.
 What can we say to all these things? We live in troubling 
times. Our nation is crumbling under the weight of its own 
immorality. That is what we need to see and our children 
need to learn. May the Lord yet raise up a seed and give us 
leaders that desire to lead us according to the principles of 
His Word. May He also work in the hearts of boys and girls, 
young people, and adults so that there may also be a complete 
inner renewal. A Christian worldview and a Christian self-view 
is what is needed today. May the Lord bless the instruction 
given in home, church, and school to the glory of His Name 
and the salvation of many souls.

Contemporary Issues

A Christian Worldview and a Christian Self-View
John Van Der Brink, Administrator, NRCS, Pompton Plains, New Jersey

CONTEMPORARY

ISSUES

Instrumental lesson NRCS High School Choir
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From the Principal’s Desk

Why We Teach: A Noble Profession
Doug Stam, Principal, Timothy Christian School, Chilliwack, British Columbia

Often we are faced with an overwhelming need for teachers  
   in our denominational schools. This need has been a 
fact for many years and continues to increase. Our students 
may at times feel badgered by secondary teachers, admin-
istrators, school board members, and church leaders to set 
their educational plans on teaching. In perspective, we do 
recognize that not everyone is meant to be a teacher, but our 
young people may certainly be asked to seriously consider 
what they will and may do with the talents they have received. 
Several times I have faced the criticism that I seem to only 
favour one profession, and that is of teacher. Indeed, this 
perception is based on the fact that I see teaching as a noble 

profession, with the ability of working with and leading others 
in the way of God’s Word. We can trace this perception to our 
forefathers, including John Calvin who states, “We see that 
God, who might perfect His people in a moment, chooses  
not to bring them to manhood in any other way than by the 
education of the Church…. For, as He did not commit His 
ancient people to angels, but raised up teachers on the earth 
to perform a truly angelical office, so He is pleased to instruct 
us in the present day by human means” (Book IV, 1.5).
 With this in mind, let’s pause for a moment to consider 
what is of importance when teaching or instructing others. 
One might say academic abilities, another might mention 
aptitude, while others would focus on knowledge of curricu-
lum and pedagogy. While all these are important, of most 
significance in Christian education is not what is taught, but 
instead it is what is seen, or in other words, what is caught.  
A question that we as educators and parents need to ask 
ourselves is, “Do our students or children see us leading by 
example? Is there a disconnect between what is being taught 
and what others see?” Think for a moment of the confusion  
a father can create by teaching his children that seeking after 
material things at the expense of spiritual things is sinful  

and worldly, yet he always wants the best of everything and  
is not satisfied with what he has.
 The apostle Paul in many ways can be considered a teacher, 
educating many on his missionary journeys. When he was  
no longer able to visit the areas he had visited previously, he 
sent others to the churches. It is remarkable that he would 
indicate in letters carried by such ambassadors (of which one 
was the young Timothy) that the members of the church 
should observe the walk of the ambassador to ensure them-
selves that they were sent of Paul. The walk or example of 
Timothy when visiting Philippi was a mark that Paul called  
to the church to observe. Paul followed Christ, and Timothy 
followed in the footsteps and the walk of Paul. Timothy 
brought the example to his generation. We read of this in 
Philippians 2:22–23: “But ye know the proof of him, that, as  
a son with the father, he hath served with me in the gospel. 
Him therefore I hope to send presently, so soon as I shall see 
how it will go with me.” Similarly, the apostle wrote to the 
Thessalonians of the power of example and the need to walk 
circumspectly: “And ye became followers of us, and of the 
Lord, having received the word in much affliction, with joy  
of the Holy Ghost: so that ye were ensamples to all that 
believe in Macedonia and Achaia. For from you sounded out 
the word of the Lord not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but 
also in every place your faith to God-ward is spread abroad; so 
that we need not to speak anything” (1 Thessalonians 1:6–8).
 When endeavoring to complete the task of teaching, 
leading, and parenting, we are called to give an example of 
uprightness and at the same time to be instructive. Realizing 
this, it is impossible to overemphasize the witness that our 
walk affords. May we, like Calvin, come to realize the weight-
iness of our occupations, while at the same time, the beauty 
and gift of the same. 
 Finally, in our time of teacher shortages, may we as 
 educators, leaders, and parents not be found wanting in  
our example, and may the Lord use the means of educators, 
parents, and office-bearers to provide a biblical desire to 
encourage our upcoming generation to have a true need  
to teach not only of, but in the ways of the Lord.

Grade 1 Math

NRCS combined bands
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A Piece of Wrapping Paper
(Reprinted from Ministers in Trying Times, Vol. 7, Chapter 7, © Early Foundations Publishers)

Alie Vogelaar

An English Hymn Writer
Isaac Watts (1674–1748) was a minister in London.  
He is often called the “Prince of Hymn Writers” because 
he wrote more than 750 hymns, many of which were 
included in hymnbooks. Watts also thought about 
children: he wrote a catechism and a hymnbook for 
them, too.

* * * * *
 An old man was walking down the newly raked paths. 
The wind rustled through the tops of the tall trees 
around him. As he neared a corner, he looked down  
the hill. He could see the glistening water of Hackney 
Brook, which twisted and twirled through the estate.  
In the distance, through the tall, stately trees, Stoke 
Newington became visible, and past that, the towers of 
London. What a beautiful place this estate 
of Mary Abney was!
 More than thirty years ago, he had 
arrived here as a teacher for her daugh-
ters. Because he was not married and  
was often ill, Mary and her husband had 
offered him a place to live, and he was  
still here. From this place, he could walk  
to the chapel in London to preach. He 
smiled. He enjoyed preaching there, when 
the Lord gave him the strength for it. The 
gospel had been proclaimed in that chapel 
for many years, even when the king had 
forbidden many ministers to preach.  
John Owen had also been a minister there. 
He felt insignificant and thankful when he 
recalled how well the Lord had cared for 
him by giving him a nice place to live.
 It was turning colder. Fall was causing some of the 
leaves to turn a beautiful yellow and orange color.  
For a long time, he looked out the window of his room. 
The table was occupied as usual by his lute, a looking 
glass, and of course, the Bible.
 He was still breathing heavily after his long walk.  
He could tell he was getting older.
 The old man looked at the pile of books beside the 
Bible and he smiled. It said “Hymns” on all the covers. 
His thoughts went back to the time when he was eighteen 
years old, and his father was a deacon in Southampton. 
They were coming out of church, and he had said to his 

father, “It does not sound good at all. Nobody can sing 
those hymns; they are much too difficult. The translation 
is poor and the lines do not even rhyme. It sounds like  
a saw whining beside my ears.”
 His father looked at him. “Why don’t you come up  
with something better, my boy?” he said harshly.
That was how it had started, and now he had a pile of 
books with hundreds of hymns which were sung every-
where. He was getting old. Had it all been to God’s 
honor? Had the people understood that this had been 
his ultimate goal—that everyone would sing to God’s 
honor? Had those hymns been a blessing for anyone?
 His most well-known hymn was about Psalm 90: 
“Lord, Thou hast been a dwelling place in all genera-
tions.” He hoped it was true for him, also:

  O God, our help in ages past,
  Our hope for years to come,
  Our shelter from the stormy blast,
  And our eternal home.

 It was busy at the market, of course, 
since the weather was beautiful. Sarah 
was one of the many who were walking 
past the stalls. The shouting of the 
merchants could be heard everywhere, 
because all of them wanted to sell as 
much as possible. Sarah paid good 
attention. She wanted to spend her 
money wisely.
 It was Friday, and the Sabbath would 
begin tonight. Then she would not be 
able to buy things anymore, and Mother 
still wanted some fresh vegetables and 

fish. “Buy some butter, too,” she had said.
 Sarah was walking home with a full basket on her arm. 
The streets of London were busy. She had to watch out 
for the many carriages pulled by horses. She finally 
turned the corner and heaved a sigh of relief. This street 
was narrower, and it was not nearly as busy. She was 
almost home. This area was called the “Jewish Quarter” 
because many of her people lived in this area. Well, the 
heathen could keep up their name-calling if they wanted 
to, but Sarah liked the idea of living in the same area  
as so many of her people.
 She put the packages on the kitchen table. The ball  

Young ReadersFOR OUR
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of butter had been rolled 
in a cloth, but the mer-
chant had wrapped a 
piece of paper around it. 
Something had been 
printed on it, and that’s 
why she had to take it  
off immediately. It would 
be bad if the black ink 
would stain the butter through the cloth. She took the 
paper off and was going to throw it away. Suddenly she 
saw the word “Jews.” Curiously, she smoothed out the 
paper and read:

  Not all the blood of beasts
  On Jewish altars slain,
  Could give the guilty conscience peace,
  Or wash away the stain.

 In anger, she wanted to throw the paper away, but 
something held her back. She read it again. This was 
definitely from the heathen. It was quite something  
that they mocked so openly about the Jewish doctrine. 
But… mocking? Was it really mocking? She read further:

  But Christ, the heav’nly Lamb,
  Takes all our sins away;
  A sacrifice of nobler name
  And richer blood than they.

 Feeling anxious, she quickly crumpled the paper into 
a ball. See, even the name despised by every Jew was 
on the paper! A real Jew would not even pronounce this 
name, but he would spit on the ground. Yet… That night 
she stared into the darkness for a long time.
 The Sabbath had started. The candles were lit, and 
Father had pronounced the blessing, just as he always 
did. Still these words were constantly going through  
her mind: “Not all the blood of beasts on Jewish altars 
slain…” Also these words: “But Christ, the heav’nly 
Lamb, takes all our sins away.”
 She felt guilty. Later, when no one was around, she 
had found the paper again and hidden it. She wanted to 
read it once more. Maybe then she would be able to tell 
that it was all deceit. It seemed as if those words had 
been attached to her heart like a hook. The hook was 
painful, but she could not shake it off.

 “Well, you would like to know where this came from?”
 The man in the black suit took a close look at her, but 
Sarah had put a shawl around her hair, and it was evening. 
The shadows from the tall houses around the church 
had already made everything dark. No, the man would 

not be able to see that 
she was a Jewess.  
She did not want him  
to know, because she 
was doing something 
dangerous.
 “Well, it’s awful that 
they used pages from 
his books as wrapping 

paper! These hymns were from a very well-known poet. 
Have you heard of Rev. Watts?” Sarah shook her head.
 “He wrote hundreds of these hymns. He died a few 
years ago and was buried in Bunhill Fields, here in 
London. Do you know what his last words were? ‘My sins 
are forgiven by the blood of the Lord Jesus Christ.’ ”
 Sarah turned around quickly. Now she had heard that 
Name again. No, she should not listen…

 It was a few years later. Sarah looked around as she 
walked down City Road. Bunhill Fields must be close by. 
She wanted to see where this well-known minister and 
poet lay buried. The sand crunched under her feet as 
she walked down the path. She saw many tombstones 
as she looked around. Many of the ministers who did not 
want to stay in the Anglican Church lay buried here.  
That is what they had told her in the church of the 
Christians which she attended now. She noticed a 
well-known name on one of the stones: John Bunyan. 
His tombstone was taller than all the other ones. She 
also saw the name of John Owen. He had also preached 
in London. The grave of Rev. Watts must be close by.
 She stood reverently in front of the big tombstone.  
It looked like a big grey box. On the side were only 
these words: ISAAC WATTS D.D.
 The man who had written that hymn lay buried here. 
She remembered how she had wanted to rip those 
words out of her heart. She did not want to hear of that 
Name. The Jews were not allowed to believe in that 
Name, but she now knew that the Lord is all-powerful. 
Her family had rejected her when she had told them  
that only the blood of the Lord Jesus could wash away 
her sins. There was no room for her in her family any-
more, just as there had been no room for the Messiah  
in Bethlehem. The same God Whom Rev. Watts had 
served with his hymns, was also her God now. What a 
wonder! All through a simple piece of wrapping paper…
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ACROSS
 3.  The reformer who published the  

Institutes of the Christian Religion  
in 1536.

 6.  The country where John Calvin  
was born and from which he had  
to flee.

 7.  John Knox was a reformer from  
which country?

 9.  Which invention was instrumental  
in the spread of the reformation  
througout Europe?

 12.  The acronym which stands for the  
five points of Calvinism.

14.  The city of the church where Martin Luther 
nailed the ninety-five theses.

DOWN
 1.  In 1526, William Tyndale translated the New Testament into                 .
 2.  Martin Luther worked in this country.
 4.  Martin Luther preached against the sale of these. 
 5.  Martin Luther taught that justification was by                 alone.
 7.  All the reformers emphasized the importance of reading the                 .
 8.  The Edict of Worms banned Luther’s writings and declared him to be a                 .
10.  Martin Luther was                 from the Roman Catholic Church in 1521 by Pope Leo X.
 11. In 1611, the                   version of the Bible was finished.
 13. Ulrich                 was a reformer from Switzerland.


