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“But these are written.”  What is the Bible for us?
Many church people never think about this question.
And for this reason they have come to wrong notions
about what the Bible is.  Children may think that the
Bible is a collection of beautiful or serious histories.
Many use the Bible for a guide in emergencies.
Others use it as an encyclopedia for texts.

The apostle John is about to finish the writing of
his Gospel.  John has given a very detailed description
of the ministry of the Lord Jesus.  He witnessed the
Baptism of Jesus.  “And I saw, and bare record that
his is the Son of God” (1:34). The central message of
his book is clear:  Jesus Christ as the Son of God.  John
has selected certain events from the life of Jesus in
which His deity is most strikingly evident.  As such his
book is more topical than chronological.  Everything
speaks of and points to the Son of God, Who is the
Word which became flesh and dwelt among us.  He
came to His own, but His own received Him not.  He is
the Lamb of God which taketh away the sins of the
world.  The Son of God is proclaimed from heaven to
be the One in Whom the Father is well pleased.  John
may speak of Him in His prophetical, priestly and
kingly office.  The purpose of His coming has more
than once been explained.  “No man hath seen God
at any time; the only begotten Son, which is in the
bosom of the Father, he hath declared him.”  The
states and natures of the Mediator are expounded.
He is the Bread of Life which has come down from
heaven.

“And many other signs truly did Jesus in the
presence of his disciples, which are not written in this
book.”  When writing about Jesus, John realizes that
there is no end to this subject.  Never will John be

able to say, “Now I have said it all.”  But at the same
time he may testify: what has been written is enough.
“But these are written, that ye might believe that
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God.”  John does not
claim to have said it all.  But what he has seen and
what he has written is enough, is sufficient, because
it is inspired by the Holy Spirit.

Precious matters are revealed here!  Have you,
reader, by grace come to the same realization?  This
is the language of the people of God.  According as
God has dealt to every man the measure of faith they
have seen something.  Something of self, something
of a way outside of self.  Something of God,
something of that way of salvation.  It can never be
said to be ‘all’ because we see through a glass darkly.
But was it enough to flee from the wrath to come?
Was it enough to lose the battle of maintaining
oneself before God?  Yes, there are times they may
say: it is enough.  So did Jacob, when he received
word that Joseph was yet alive and was governor
over all the land of Egypt.  Enough doubt, enough
unbelief, enough sin.  I will go and see him before I
die.  It is enough what the Lord has done.  It is also
good.  There is no unrighteousness in Him.  Let the
Church of God testify what they have heard and seen.
What was declared to them from the bosom of the
Father.  That his precious Jesus is the Fountain
opened for sin and uncleanness.  That all the
demands of God for justice and satisfaction have
been met.  That the Fountain for sin and uncleanness
is open, enough to cleanse them from original and
actual sins.  That they never came to this Fountain in
vain.  Let them speak about it more.  Our children,
young people and others need to hear it.  Let the
ministers of the Word proclaim it in the

“And many other signs truly did Jesus in the presence of his disciples, which are
not written in this book; But these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is
the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing ye might have life through His
name.” John 20:30, 31.
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Meditation
Rev. H. Hofman
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congregations and wherever they are given an
opportunity.  Let missionaries speak about it
wherever they have received a place.  That the Lord is
good for unworthy sinners.  That it pleased the Lord
to look upon a worm of the dust.  That it pleased the
Lord to find them, polluted in their blood.  That He
said to them “Live.”  That Jesus Christ came into the
world to save sinners, of whom I am chief.  That He
led further upon the way, bringing the blind by a way
that they knew not, leading them in paths that they
have not known.  Doing these things for them, and

not forsaking them.  That he has done all things well.
No complaints about the ways of the Lord.

Never can enough be said about the Word which
became flesh.  But let what is written be enough.
Enough to meditate about.  Enough to be led deeper
into.  When it is revealed and applied with power.  It
will from waters to the ankles become waters to
swim in, a river that cannot be passed over.  “Let the
words of my mouth, and the meditation of my heart,
be acceptable in thy sight, O Lord, my strength, and
my redeemer.” Amen.

Board Report
Rev. E. Adams

Dear friends, we again have commenced the time
of Passion when we remember the suffering and
death of the Lord Jesus on the cross.  At the same
time this season speaks to us that there is a refuge
that He has established for His people – for those
who are poor and needy.  They are those who have
learned about the cost of sin.  And for that sin to be
paid for, something happened which our finite minds
are not able to comprehend.  The Son of God was
forsaken by God.  Who can explain this?  Who can
explain what it is to be a lost sinner under the holy
wrath of God?  What if we do not know anything
about that heart experience of misery?  Many people
can speak about sin with their mouth, but it is
different if we may experience the publican’s prayer
at the back of the temple?  Dear congregation, are
we among those poor in spirit?  Will the people who
hear the Word on the mission field put us to shame
in that day of days?

This past February the mission board was able to
meet again to discuss the necessary business
regarding the work in Bolivia.  Most board members
were able to meet in person.  The regular activities of
Bible studies and evangelization continue from day to
day, besides the regular Sunday services.   It was

humbling to hear how more people are coming to
church on Sundays in Tarija.  In Lujan, church
attendance remains stable.  Our families are doing
well in their respective places.  Please pray that the
Lord would give them strength and courage day by
day to go about their work, which like at home many
times seems to bear little fruit.  However, may they
also be encouraged in their work, and feel the
nearness of the Lord.

You will again notice that the advertisement for
an additional Church Worker has been included in
this edition of the Paul.  Maybe you are struggling
with the thought of applying.  Do you not feel
worthy?  Do you feel incapable?  Those are not
necessarily bad thoughts.  Who is worthy to be an
instrument in the Lord’s hand?  Who actually is
capable of such a responsible task?  Ask the Lord to
show you His will.  It needs to be His will.  At the
same time, what a wonder the Lord is willing to use
sinful people in His service.

Dear congregations, please bring the needs of
the mission field into your inner room.  Pray that the
Lord send forth more labourers into His vineyard, for
the harvest is plenteous, but the labourers are few.



Too Busy
Mr. A. Arends

As I was tucking my daughter into bed this past
Friday evening before travelling to the city of Santa
Cruz for the weekend by myself, she asked me what I
had all planned, and why I was going by myself this
time. I told her it was because I was too busy, I had a
very full schedule from when I would land until my
return; a Saturday evening youth topic, church
services to lead on Sunday, and four different
meetings on Monday before coming home. What she
said next struck me.

“Make sure you still have time to rest and read
your Bible, daddy.”

How true her innocent words are. So easily we
can make ourselves too busy with even good things,
forgetting that private devotional time is essential for
the well-being of any Christian.

Her words made me think of Jesus in Bethany,
and the striking contrast between two of His dear
friends, where we read in Luke 10:38-40 that “a
certain woman named Martha received him into her
house. And she
had a sister
called Mary,
which also sat at
Jesus’ feet, and
heard his
word. But
Martha was
cumbered about
much serving.”

My thoughts
go back to an
encounter I had
last week that I
would like to
share in this
article, a rather
sad encounter

with a man who was also too busy. As on every
Thursday morning, I had my tent, table, and chairs
set up in the neighborhood where I’ve been working,
in an open space near the home of one of our older
church (confession of faith class) members.

It’s a quiet area, but I’ve learned that a busy area
is not necessarily the ideal spot to be. The people
who pass by here are usually not in too big of a hurry
and therefore are more willing to sit down and talk.

One such elderly man, who doesn’t seem to be in
any hurry comes walking along. I call out to him as
he watches us, “Señor. Do you have a minute to talk
about the Lord and His Word?” He takes a seat
under the shade of our tarp, and we consider the
passage I have been discussing with my church
friend, Romans 3, the first half.

We finish reading the well-known passage where
the apostle testifies that there is not one righteous
in this world in himself. My friend asks him a
question, “Sir, I’m sure you know that the Bible
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teaches us about a heaven and a hell, one of which
where every human must go when he dies. Tell me
sir, where do you think you will go, and why?”

The man looks down and quietly tells us that he
doesn’t have an answer, he does not know. He is a
Catholic, but a poor one at that, and so his own
doctrine of works condemns him. We talk about how
in this passage the apostle shows us that our works
will always only condemn us, because we all fall short
of the glory of God. However, we also explain that
the Lord has a purpose in the lives of His elect
people, and that He promises to work a gracious
justification in their lives by faith under the preaching
of the gospel.

“My friend,” I say, “why don’t you visit us in
church this Sunday? There you will never hear that
salvation depends on your works. It is only by grace,
received by faith that the Lord works in the heart of a
poor sinner. Isn’t it then worth your time to place
yourself under the preaching of the Word?”

My church friend also invites him to come along,
even offering to drive him as they live nearby. “Won’t
you come with me?” he asks.

He hangs his head and tells us, “The truth is, I’m
too busy. I’m retired and now am writing my third

book, and that’s how I spend my free time.” He
shows us his other two books, titles that are not
worth repeating, and a wave of sadness hits me.

I open the Bible to the parable of the wedding
feast and show to him how the guests there were
also called, but each was too busy. We read the
different excuses each person makes up, and I turn
to him and say, “And you, my dear friend, say to the
Lord today, ‘I’m too busy writing a book, and
therefore I will not come.’”

The episode is sad, but I reflect on my life, and
know I am no better. We are born too busy for the
Lord, and the truth the true Christian experiences is
that it fully depends on Him coming to us, for we will
never come to Him. Isn’t it true, reader, that we
make ourselves too busy?

Thankfully, not every encounter on the mission
field is like this. We know people who shame us daily
with the hunger they have to learn the Word of God,
and working with them brings an incredible joy in
our heart. Pray for us, as we (often times) stumble
through this precious work, that the Lord would take
hearts that are too busy for Him and place them like
Mary at Jesus’ feet.

The IRB Children’s Group
Mr. M. Peralta

In February of every year we again begin all
church activities, similar to how in North America
many church activities begin again in September.
Church activities also began in 2020, like many other
years.  However, many changes took place in March
of that year.

One of those changes was with our Children’s
Group “Josiah”.  Usually children from the

congregation, and a few children from the local
neighbourhood would come to the church on
Saturday afternoon to hear a Bible story, sing a few
Psalters, do some related activities, and share a
snack.  At this time I was in charge of the Children’s
Group, together with my wife Deidelanda.

However, all this suddenly changed as we were
placed in lockdown.  For us, that meant that we
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were only allowed out of our house once per week to
buy groceries.  That meant that we couldn’t have our
bi-weekly Children’s Group at church.  For many of
the children this was difficult, because they were not
allowed outside of their homes at all, and living
behind high walls was difficult.  So we changed our
format from “in-person” to virtual.  We sent a link to
the parents, and the children could follow along on
their parent’s cell phones.  This also allowed us to
connect with children from Loma Alta and Rincon,
who usually were not able to be with us in Santa
Cruz.

As the weeks went by, we studied several of the
Parables of Jesus.  The children would listen to the
story, then they would have to answer questions
based on the story.  The children memorized Bible
texts.  We followed this format till the end of 2020.
As we got closer to Christmas, we began studying the
stories around the birth of the Lord Jesus.

In 2021, many of the restrictions lifted, and we
were able to return to in-person activities.  The
Children’s Group was then handed over to Mrs.
Gladys Rojas, our pastor’s wife.  With the help of

some of the girls from the student house, they were
able to continue with the Bible stories, learning
Psalters, Bible texts, and completing a craft.

We typically end each year with the Christmas
Program.  The children learn their Bible texts and
Psalters, and then on a special day all the parents
and neighbours are invited to come and listen.  The
pastor does a meditation, and the children sing a
few songs together.  This past year they learned
Psalter 53.

We are thankful that the Lord has given His
Word to us, and even in these difficult times He has
given all things necessary for young and old.  We
pray that all these efforts may be to the honour and
glory of His Name, and for the extension of His
kingdom.

This article was provided by Mr. Marco Peralta
who is an Elder in the IRB.  His wife Deidelanda has
worked with the mission for many years doing
administrative work.  They have one son, Matias,
who is 4 years old.
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Dear Congregations:

As we reflect on the past year, we acknowledge that the Lord has not only spared us, but also helped us in
all our labors. “Faithful is He that calleth you, who also will do it” (1 Thess. 5:24). We pray that the sowing of
the seed may bring forth fruits of repentance and faith. The Lord promises that His Word will not return to
Him void but it will prosper and accomplish His purpose. Our hope and expectation is in the Lord who said,
“not by might, nor by power, but by My Spirit, saith the LORD of hosts” (Zechariah 4:6).

At this time as a team, we wish to thank you all for your many tokens of love expressed in various ways, it
is very appreciated! As we stand at the beginning of a new year, we especially ask that you continue to
remember us in prayer. “Brethren, pray for us.”

May the Lord be pleased to use us all as instruments in His hands, to His honour and glory, to the salvation
of sinners, that the only Savior Jesus Christ becomes necessary, suitable, and precious, whether on the mission
field or in our home congregations.

Wishing you all a blessed 2022.

The Mission Team.

Thank you
Mission Team
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For Children…

Bolivian Time or North American Time?
Mrs. E. Uijl

You are invited to your friend’s

birthday party!  You are so excited and can’t

wait to go.  It says on the invitation:

Birthday party starts at 3:00 pm.  What time

would you go?  Maybe you are already

telling your mom at 2:00 o’clock that she

needs to hurry. You don’t want to come too

late to the party!

Our children on the mission field also

look forward to going to a birthday party

when they are invited. Maybe a classmate

or some child from the neighborhood invites

them. However, when our children receive

an invitation, it is hard to know at what

time they should leave home.   Should we

leave at 3:00 o’clock? Or 4:00? Or 5:00? If

the invitation says that it starts at 3:00

o’clock, you better go at 5:00.  If you go

earlier, you will be the first one at the party,

sitting all alone on a chair without anybody

around. The family is probably still at the
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market getting the last groceries for the

party, or else they are still changing their

clothes.

That’s why we learned to ask: Is your

invitation ‘hora boliviana’ or ‘hora

Americana’? (Bolivia time or North American

time?) Or instead of saying ‘hora

Americana’, you could ask if the birthday

party will really begin at that time.

Of course, when Bolivian children go

to school, they can’t come too late.

However, on everything that’s not very

official you will find that they are “late”.

What about church?  Well in a lot of

churches in Bolivia, the service doesn’t start

on time. They start the meeting with

singing, maybe for an hour or more.  Once

they think that most people have arrived,

they will then start the official church

service. For us that is good to know, so

when we invite new people to church, we tell

them exactly at 9:30, please.  Nevertheless,

new people often still come in late.  Several

times people have come walking in 5

minutes before the service is ended.  After a

while, most people learn we always start on

time.  However, they usually do not come

early, just on time.

Maybe you are thinking: ‘what silly

people’. Well, if you were born in a country

that thinks that it is normal to come late,

and your parents agree as well, you would

likely think the same way.

Children, another question for you:

Do you know some Bible texts about time?

Or maybe a story about coming on time, or

coming too late? You can read a lot of

examples of time in the Bible.

You can find an example of a story in

Bible where people thought the Lord Jesus

came too late in John 11, when Lazarus

died. Did the Lord Jesus ever come too late

or too early? No, He is always on time. We

do not read about Him being frustrated

about time either.  All times are in His hand.

You can read that in Psalm 31:15, ‘My times

are in thy hand’.

We can read in the Bible that the

most important thing about our life is to

seek the Lord while we still have time. As

Jesus said in Mark 1:15, ‘The time is

fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand:

repent ye, and believe the gospel.’

We can also read about time in

Ephesians 5:16. Here the Lord tells us to

use our time wisely.  ‘Redeeming the time,

because the days are evil’.  Do you do that?
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From the Administrator
Mr. S. Van Brugge

Easter and Christmas.  These are the two days of
the year that most people in Bolivia go to church,
whether it is our church, or another type of church.
So, it is also a time that our mission team goes out to
evangelize, and uses the opportunity to speak to
people about the true meaning of Easter.  Sadly, the
Roman Catholic Church has included different
traditions and rituals, making an emotional appeal
out of Easter.  However, we are still called to speak to
our fellow man about the real meaning of Easter.
What does Easter mean for you?  Is Easter a blessing
for us?  It can only be a blessing if we have
experienced something of Good Friday and
Christmas.  We cannot speak of a Saviour, unless we
have first learned ourselves to be the sinner.  May
that be our experience, and our prayer for those who
first come to hear the Word on the mission field.

We again have included an advertisement for a
church worker.  May it please the Lord to incline the
heart of a young man to bring the Word of God in a
simple way to others who do not have the truth.  If
you have questions, feel free to reach out and
contact us.  There is an abundance of work that could
be done in Bolivia. Surely, “The harvest truly is
plenteous, but the labourers are few.”

In the coming months, the Arends family hopes to
be on furlough in Canada.  They have been in Bolivia

for approximately two years, and look forward to
meeting their family again in person.  We hope that
they will have a restful time, apart from the
busyness of visiting family and friends.

Mrs. Bron continues to support the mission
families, by helping their children with their
education, as well as providing support in Ladies Aid
and Children’s Groups in Tarija.

Rebekah Maljaars hopes to repatriate in April
and move back to Grand Rapids from Tarija.  It is our
wish and prayer that the Lord will give help and
strength to Rev. and Mrs. Maljaars and their family
during this time of transition.

The Uijl family continues to work with the people
in Lujan.  Many hours are spent in guiding the
people, not only with respect to spiritual life, but
also in practical and family related topics which we
often take for granted because that is how we were
raised.

To all our team, we wish them the Lord’s help
and strength day by day in sowing the Seed.  May
the Lord give much prayer for the work on our
mission field.

Email Addresses of the team:

Rev. and Laura Maljaars and children:  elmaljaars.family@gmail.com

Mr. and Mrs. Uijl and children:    guidoeneline@yahoo.co.uk

Mrs. Bron:          gdbron@gmail.com

Mr. and Mrs. Arends and children:   arjan-arends@hotmail.com
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Mission Income   January - February, 2022.
Classis East
 Courtland Paul Collection $  2,000.00
 Franklin Lakes Thanksgiving 59,357.00
 Markham Calendars 225.00
 Markham Collection 592.00
 Markham Collections 200.00
 Norwich Collection 20,625.00
 Norwich Gifts 668.00
 Norwich Paul Collection 9,947.00
 St. Catharines Collections 30,260.00

Classis Mid-West
 Grand Rapids - Beckwith Thanksgiving 59,289.00
 Grand Rapids - Beckwith Gift 6,100.00
 Grand Rapids - Covell Gift 7,998.00
 Kalamazoo Collection 2,337.00
 Lansing Calendars 150.00
 Rock Valley Collection 1,000.00
 Rock Valley - Mission Guild Collection 750.00
 Rock Valley Gift 5,000.00
 Rock Valley Collection 13,101.12
 Sioux Falls Collection 790.00
 Waupun Thanksgiving 4,027.00
 Waupun Sunday School 883.11
 Waupun Collection 1,965.00
 Waupun Collection 1,726.25

Classis Far-West
 Artesia Collections 817.00
 Artesia Collections 677.00
 Artesia Collection 627.00
 Chilliwack Collections 24,095.00
 Chilliwack Collections 18,375.00
 Chilliwack - Helping Hands Gift 21,190.00
 Fort Macleod Collections 6,515.00
 Lethbridge Calendars 2,000.00
 Lethbridge Gift 5,500.00
 Lethbridge Gift 500.00
 Lynden Gift 303.00
 Lynden Ladies Aid 2,461.00
 Lynden Collection 4,104.70
 Picture Butte Collections 5,400.00
 Sunnyside Gift 4,950.00

Other - Friends in:
 Alberta Gift 50.00
 Alberta Gift 250.00
 Alberta Gift 100.00
 Artesia Gift 9,000.00
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We regularly are requested to provide information for those who are interested to bequest an amount to the mis-
sion. The registration of the North American General Mission is 82815 4476 RC.

Those who wish to donate funds directly to the bank account of the North American General Mission are requested
to contact the administrator for a SWIFT and IBAN code.

Spending of funds is confined
to Mission Board approved programs
and projects. The Mission will attempt
that all contributions designated to-
wards a Board approved program or
project, will be used as designated,
with the understanding that when the
need for a program or project has
been met, or cannot be completed for
any reason determined by the Mission
Board, the remaining contribution des-
ignated for such a program or project
will be used where needed most. The
Mission is committed to supporting
the various projects and therefore the
donated funds will assist the Mission
with these costs.

 Anonymous Gift 5,760.00
 Anonymous Gift 960.00
 Chilliwack Gift 150.00
 Grand Rapids Gift 2,500.00
 Iowa Gift 150.00
 Iowa Gift 3,000.00
 Norwich e-transfers 4,110.00
 Norwich Gift 1,000.00
 Norwich Gift 300.00
 Norwich Gift 25.00
 Norwich Gift 50.00
 Washington In Memory 50.00
 Washington In Memory 50.00

Total for January - February $ 354,040.18

(Expenses for January - February    $ 156,816.38)
Excludes currency exchange

Bolivia Projects Income    January - February, 2022.
   Chilliwack Gift $  250.00

 Chilliwack Gift 2,135.00
 Friend in Grand Rapids Gift 4,000.00
 Friend in Grand Rapids Gift 300.00

Total for Bolivia Income January - February  $ 6,685.00
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Bolivia Projects 2022

Dear friends, for the year 2022, we have
the following projects available for your
support.

Book Printing: We all agree that sound
literature is important.  We do our best
to purchase sounds Spanish literature in
the United States and ship it to Bolivia.
It is easiest to find books for adults.
However, books for children and
teenagers are more difficult.  Last year
we printed a few books.  This year we
hope to continue with the printing of
new books.  To make them as
affordable as possible we print them in
Bolivia.  Help us reach our goal of
$20,000 by contributing to the Book
Printing Project.

Elim Bookstore:  We currently have two bookstores in Bolivia.  One is in Santa Cruz, and the second smaller
bookstore is in Tarija.  In both places our main goal is to use the bookstore as a place where we can algo
hopefully attract more people to come to church as well.  Obviously there are costs associated with the sale and
distribution of Bibles and sound reading literature.  Help us reach our goal of $20,000 by contributing to our
Elim Bookstores.

Tarija / Lujan:  These are the two locations of our mission posts in Bolivia.  Donations made towards our
combined goal of $30,000 go towards the operational costs of the mission post.

IRB Financial Support:  A real challenge for the local church has been to meet their financial needs.  In many
Bolivian churches, a pastor often works a second job to finance the family needs.  However, the IRB has a full-
time pastor, so his salary is higher as well.  Help us reach our goal of $10,000 by contributing to the IRB
Financial Support Project.

Loma Alta School:  The school recently started a new school year.  Donations made towards the cost of the
school will not only help to pay for the operation of the school of approximately 150 children, but also the
religious courses taught on a daily basis.  Help support the Christian Education in Loma Alta by contributing to
this project.  Our goal this year is $45,000.

Santa Cruz – Student House:  This project helps support the costs associated with approved students attending
University in Santa Cruz after having attended our school in Loma Alta.  The student house provides a safe
place for them to live while away from home, and continue to attend church services in Santa Cruz.  Help us
reach our goal of $15,000 by contributing to the Student House Project.

Other Relief Efforts: This project supports donations made to medical organizations that take care of the
medical needs of the local people who are referred to them by ourselves or the IRB.  You can help us reach our
goal of $10,000 by contributing to this project.



Birthdays:

March
Mar. 13 Mr. Arjan Arends
Mar. 15 Anneruth Uijl  (07)
Mar. 21 Jozua Uijl  (09)
Mar. 24 Mrs. Miranda Arends

April
Apr. 13  David Maljaars (06)

May
May 27  Marte Uijl  (13)
May 31 Rebekah Maljaars  (04)

June
June 6  Mrs. Eline Uijl

July
July 13 Abigail Uijl  (15)
July 19 Samuel Arends  (19)
July 24 Len Uijl  (05)
July 24 Mr. Guido Uijl

August
Aug. 5  Lilah Arends  (17)
Aug. 14 Lucas Arends (21)

September
Sep. 5  Mrs. Glenda Bron

October
Oct. 2  Mrs. Laura Maljaars

December
Dec. 5  Rev. E. Maljaars

Our Mission Family

Mailing Addresses for our Mission Family:

Loma Alta and Santa Cruz, Bolivia:    Tarija, Bolivia:
          Rev./Fam. E. Maljaars, Mrs. G. Bron,

 Fam. G. Uijl,          Fam. A. Arends
Asociacion Mision Reformada de Bolivia    Asociacion Mision Reformada de Bolivia

  Casilla 5728           Casilla 273
  SANTA CRUZ  Bolivia       TARIJA  Bolivia

Please contact the administrator before sending any parcels by mail.


