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There is a close connection between the 3rd and 4th psalms of 
David. Psalm 3 is a morning psalm, “I laid me down and slept” 

(verse 5); Psalm 4 is an evening psalm, “I will both lay me down 
in peace, and sleep” (verse 8). David has fled before Absalom; he 
is persecuted, threatened, and betrayed by former friends. He has 
crossed the Jordan in the morning and has occupied the fortified place 
Mahanaim. Some hours later, the armies of Absalom also came to this 
river, crossed it, but it was already too late to begin the battle. The 
decisive fight must take place on the next day.

What many say
 David’s captains and officers deliberate, make their plans, consider, 
and calculate their chances, but they are not optimistic. The enemy is 
numerous, their position is strong, and King David is not so inspiring 
as at other times. Therefore, they say, “How will this go? We are 
afraid.” There are many that say, but not many that ask, “Who will 
shew us any good?” King David has heard this, and what does he do? 
He retires and goes on his knees in his tent. There he takes refuge unto 
God. We might wish that also in our days, also in our churches and 
schools, there might be less “saying” but more “asking.” 

What David asks
 There is urgency in his prayer, “Hear me when I call, O God of my 
righteousness” (verse 1). When he prays, he thinks of the exclamation 
of his captains, as he says, “There be many that say.” No, he does not 
say “many who ask,” but they say. Unbelief and doubt put question 
marks behind everything. This began already in Paradise. “Yea, hath 
God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden?” (Genesis 3:1). 

David’s Refuge
“There be many that say, Who will shew us any good? LORD, lift 

Thou up the light of Thy countenance upon us” (Psalm 4:6).

Rev. C. Vogelaar
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“Eternity to the godly is a day that has no sunset: 
eternity to the godless is a night that has no sunrise.”  
 ~ Rev. Thomas Watson (1620-1686)

David prays, “Lift Thou up the light of Thy countenance upon us.” 
“Lift Thou up,” that is to reveal, show, that we may see it. The light of 
God’s countenance is His favour, His gracious power; it is rest, and 
gladdens the heart. How can God lift up the light of His countenance 
upon such a guilty sinner as David was? That is only through Christ; 
He IS the light of God’s countenance, He IS the Sun of Righteousness 
which will arise with healing in His wings. In Him we see God’s 
greatness, majesty, mercy, and love, His incomprehensible goodness. 
That alone would give David rest and peace. 
 
Concerns
 Perhaps, my young friends, you understand those captains of 
David. You also are not too optimistic with how circumstances in the 
world, in the country, and perhaps in your own life, are. There are so 
many difficult things in our days, the pandemic and its consequences, 
the restrictions everywhere, but also danger and fear. Perhaps you 
must follow your college classes online or in an electronic way, and 
the direction our countries are going also gives many concerns. Then 
there are the tensions in the world, what is China going to do, or also 
North Korea and Iran? Those questions give evidence of unrest and 
uncertainty in this world. They may also be felt in your own lives. 
Now what did David do? He fell on his knees and prayed earnestly, 
not for victory, but for light, for God’s nearness. My young people, 
do you know the place of David? Do you have your quiet time every 
morning and evening, or are you too busy for it? I read that during 
a conference 200 young college students were asked, who of them 
spent not less than half an hour per day with Scripture reading, and 
reading a meditation, and prayer. There was not one hand put up from 
these 200 students. All were used to spending less time or perhaps 
nothing at all with this. Young people, please take, MAKE time for 
this, and ask the Lord for His grace. What blessing could you expect 
when you ignore the way the Lord has commanded you? Seek Him 
early while He still may be found. How privileged are those young 
people who cannot do without it, cannot live without Him. Blessed 
are they who may truly pray and trust in Him.
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Rev. M. Romeyn (1913-1971)

My dear young friends,
In Jeremiah 45:5, we read: “And seekest thou great things for thyself? 
seek them not.” These words of the Lord were spoken by the mouth of 
Jeremiah the prophet to Baruch, who was employed by the prophet to write 
Jeremiah’s prophecies. You would say Baruch was the prophet’s secretary. 
His personality was mostly overshadowed by his master. He was a very 
nice person, who did not only work for his salary, but he felt very close to 
his master, the prophet. The one thing he had in common with his master 
was that he feared the Lord and he loved God’s people. The prosperity of 
Israel was his joy, and the adversity of Israel his grief. 
 We are inclined to think: What kind of great things did Baruch seek? 
He was a man of flesh and blood as we are, and we would not be surprised 
if he did seek some gain. Property? Money? A more pleasant life? A great 
name? We know all those things are pleasing to the flesh. We also know 
that in general, those things are withdrawn from the Lord’s people. This is 
kept from the Lord’s children for their own good. It would be as a climbing 
plant which is growing round about a tree; the plant would prosper and the 
tree would suffer. The plant would be exposed to the sun, and the tree 
would become sick. The Lord Jesus said to His disciples, “In the world ye 
shall have tribulation” (John 16:33). This was also the portion of Baruch 
during the time he was in the world. 
 The Lord will never permit His children to serve Him and the world. It 
is not so that we can serve the world first, and if we must leave this world, 
then serve the Lord. We must serve the Lord in the midst of this world, to 
be in the world but not belonging to the world. Baruch understood those 
things; he had experienced this also. We read in Chapter 36 what took 
place with the writings of Baruch (the prophecies of Jeremiah the prophet), 
and how he was threatened for it by the king, warrants being out for him. 
The king wanted to persecute Baruch and the prophet. We read how he 
narrowly escaped under a divine protection. The circumstances were very 
sad for poor Baruch; he was sought for by the king’s messengers and 

 “And Seekest Thou 
Great Things for Thyself?”

(Jeremiah 45:5).
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obliged to hide himself. We could feel with Baruch that he did not present 
his own case; he did the writings in good faith, to the honour of God, and 
his desire was that it would be profitable to His people. His people did 
not respond to the Word of God, and now he was very downcast. We read 
that Baruch said in Jeremiah 45, verse 3, “Woe is me now! for the LORD 
hath added grief to my sorrow: I fainted in my sighing, and I find no rest.” 
Baruch did not understand the way where in he was led, and it was very 
difficult for him to bow under it. In favour of Baruch, we must say that 
Baruch did not seek great things for himself so much. He did seek great 
things for his people. 
 Young friends, to serve the Lord in prosperity is a blessing, but to submit 
yourself to the Lord in times of adversity is also a blessing. In both cases, it 
is grace if we are inclined to do so. Baruch was a young man setting out in 
the world; he was well affected to the things of God, and he was willing to 
serve God and his prophet. But when it came to suffering, he was desirous 
to be excused. Baruch was a good young man, and he had good intentions. 
His desire was that the Word of God would have been accepted by Israel; 
he had been looking forward for the repentance of Israel. It all turned out 
so different. Israel did not repent, and Baruch was persecuted instead of 
being rewarded for his work. The judgment of the Lord would certainly 
come upon Israel. Baruch is now instructed; “Behold, that which I have 
built will I break down, and that which I have planted I will pluck up, even 
this whole land” (Jeremiah 45:4).
 Dear young friends, we are looking forward to the future. Time and 
again we have a new hope. We no doubt look for the prosperity of our 
country, but it shall turn out to be a disappointment if the nation does not 
return to the Lord. The judgments will be certain. It is a blessing if we 
respect the word of the Lord and are faithful in using the means. But young 
friends, remember that the counsel of God stands. The prophecies will be 
fulfilled. I do hope that all of you might be partakers of the promise given 
to Baruch, “but thy life will I give unto thee for a prey in all places whither 
thou goest” (Jeremiah 45:5). Also to you the Lord says, “And seekest thou 
great things for thyself? seek them not.” Do not seek the world; do not 
seek great things for yourself, but above all things, seek the Lord.

QUESTIONS
 1. Who was Baruch?
 2. What did he seek?
 3. Why was he downcast?
 4. What promise did he receive?
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“We ought carefully to distinguish between the sinner and the sin, 
so as not to love or bless the sin for the sake of the person, not to 
hate nor curse the person for the sake of the sin.” 
 ~ Matthew Henry (1662-1714)

Suggested Reading: Psalm 115

I place the names of my parents in Thy hands.
Will Thou hold them by Thy Word?
Grant that they may remain true to their “yes” in the church when   
 I was baptized.
Give them love and wisdom if I have a different opinion.
May Thy Word be the compass in our family, even when we must
 go against the current of the world.
Help my parents and me not to allow evil into our home.
Because Satan wants to drag me and my parents to destruction. 
Hold us as family and relatives, keep all for Thy Name’s sake from 
 apostasy and alienation from Thy service.
In moments of weakness, show that Thy strength is stronger than
 our weakness.
May we, parents and children, consistently walk in Thy footsteps, 
 though we may be laughed at by others.
If my parents are sad, or lonely and worried, be close to them.
May they pray much for me and all the family.
Give me praying parents.
May we never forget Thee, as long as we live!
I place the names of my parents in Thy hands.
Amen.
      Happy is the family, with praying parents and praying children.

 
~ Translated with editing from De Saambinder

A Prayer for 
MY PARENTS

P. C. Beeke
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An influencer is someone who has the power to affect what people 
decide to buy. This power may flow from the person’s knowledge 

about what is being sold – a computer or a book, for instance – as they 
air their views on social media platforms like Instagram and YouTube. Or 
their power may flow from the influencer being well-known as a celebrity 
that lots of people admire. They may have no great knowledge, but people 
will pay attention to them and to their views because of how well known 
they are as singers or footballers, for instance.
 Some influencers may have just hundreds of followers, but others may 
have hundreds of millions. To be an influencer can pay very well indeed; 
those who are most successful may receive more than £1 million [$1.7 
CAD; $1.4 US] for a single post on social media. 
 Clearly it is important not to be carried away with the idea that these 
influencers are always, or even often, worth listening to. Indeed, many of 
them may not know more than you do about the product they are being 
paid to promote. But by listening to an influencer trying to persuade you, 
and lots of other people, to buy some item that you do not need or that you 
will not find helpful, you are only likely to lose some money – though if 
you are short of money, that may be serious enough.
 But there are lots of people who may influence you in other ways. Most 
serious is the influence that various people may have on you in moral or 
spiritual matters. For instance, you may meet lots of people at school, 
or at university, or at work. It is possible that some of them may have a 
good influence on you, encouraging you to follow true religion and to keep 
God’s commandments.
 But sadly it is much more likely that those you meet would encourage 
you away from true religion and from keeping God’s commandments. You 
may find them helpful in other ways, helping you with your studies or with 

Taken from The Young People’s Magazine, October 2021 
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your work, but you should never 
make such people your close 
friends. Remember that God has 
authority over you, that you are 
under an obligation to keep all 
His commands. Remember too 
that the religion of the Bible – 
living a godly life of sincere faith 
in Jesus Christ – is the only safe 
way through this world and the only way that leads to heaven.
 You should ask yourself what kind of influence your friends have on 
you. For instance, do they try to draw you into sin, making sin attractive? 
Are you more likely or less likely to indulge in sin by having these people 
as your friends? Does their conversation make you less likely to think 
about God? Do their jokes have the effect of making you think in the same 
filthy way? Do they use bad language? And you should act in the light of 
the answer you give to these questions.
 Now it may be difficult for some of you to find friends who would show 
you a good example. But surely it is better to have no friends at all, at least 
where you live, than to get too close to people who will only do harm to 
your soul. Remember that you can ask God to give you good friends, who 
will do you good. Remember too that you must seek blessings from God 
for your own soul. Then you should have a good influence on other people.
 The Bible tells us: “He that walketh with wise men shall be wise: but a 
companion of fools shall be destroyed” (Proverbs 13:20). So if you have 
wise friends, who believe in God and look to Him for grace to keep His 
commandments, they should have a good influence on you. 
 On the other hand, if your companions are foolish, if they have no 
thought of seeking the Lord and reject the authority of His law, the danger 
is that they will influence you to follow them more and more in their 
ungodly ways. If you follow them, you are in danger of being destroyed 
by being sent to a lost eternity. How earnest we should be to look at life 
from the perspective of the Bible and to seek “the LORD while He may be 
found” (Isaiah 55:6). In other words, we should seek Him now. 
 Not only do social media exert a lot of influence on most people; so also 
do other media, such as the Internet and television. Various individuals are 
telling listeners and viewers what they should think and, almost certainly, 
what they think will have no relation to what the Bible says. We need to be 
very selective in what we accept. 
 The important question is: What does God want us to believe? In 
other words, what is God saying to us in the Bible? No matter how many 
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people believe a particular idea – for example, that human life came into 
existence through a long process of evolution – we should not believe it if 
it is opposed to what the Bible teaches. We can be sure that everything the 
Bible says is true, that it is totally reliable – no matter how many people 
disagree. 
 And no matter how many people with influence disagree with what 
God, in the Bible, tells us about how we should live, we can be sure that 
God is right and they are wrong. God told the Israelites: “Thou shalt not 
follow a multitude to do evil” (Exodus 23:2); these words apply to us 
today just as surely as they applied to the Israelites when they were in the 
wilderness. No matter how much influence anyone has, it is to God we 
must listen. He is always right; we can always safely listen to Him. Let us 
seek grace to do so.

“The gospel does not fall from the clouds like rain, by 
accident, but is brought by the hands of men to where God 
has sent it.” ~ John Calvin (1509-1564)

“God is a communicating being.”
  ~ Rev. Jonathan Edwards (1703-1758)
 

“Sinners are not pelted into Christ with stones of hard 
provoking language but wooed into Christ by heart-melting 
exhortations.” ~ Rev. William Gurnall (1617-1679)
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The Sower
“They that sow in tears shall reap in joy. He that goeth forth and 
weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall doubtless come again with 

rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him” (Psalm 126:5-6).

The sower going forth to sow
The precious Word of God,

May weep and sigh and toil and groan
Beneath the heavy load.

The precious seed and those who hear
Are bound upon his heart.

“Lord, help,” he sighs, “the seed is Thine,
Oh, wilt Thou life impart!”

For though the sower faithfully
May sow the precious grain,

Yet God alone can give increase
Or all his toil is vain.

But He who sent the sower out
Has also promised here,

“They’ll sow in tears, but reap in joy
When harvest shall appear.”

All ye who sow, take courage now:
You do not toil alone;

The Husbandman who sent you out
Still sits upon His throne.

He sees and hears your groan and sigh
And He will bless the seed,

Cause it to spring most fruitfully,
You’ll reap in joy indeed.

- A. H.
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Why did I lose my mother, why did my parents divorce, why did I end 
up in the hospital, why was I bullied, or worse? Why, why, why! I 

don’t know, dear young friends. Many things are also a mystery to me, and 
sometimes I cannot imagine that God allowed this or that, and so willed it. 
Millions of Jews were murdered, countless people have been massacred 
in civil wars in Africa, there are devastating tsunamis; you name it. I can’t 
understand it with my mind, and I also find it difficult. I can only pass on 
some thoughts.
 We are little people, not only with a limited mind, but also with a darkened 
understanding. We will never understand God. Our brain computer does 
not have enough RAM (random-access memory) to understand God’s 
ways.
 (1). God is not responsible for sin. I don’t know how to explain it, but 
God is never the Author of sin. It is therefore good to repeat to ourselves 
sentences such as: God did not kill the Jews. That’s what Hitler did. It’s 
satanic.
 (2). Moreover, we must not want to be above God. It is a sin to criticize 
Him. We can punish small children and hold their hand to prevent them 
from taking something. But who can turn off God’s hand and ask, “What 
doest Thou?” (Daniel 4:35).
 (3). We are deeply dependent on God’s blessing. God can make and 
break us. For example, no matter how healthy we eat, our death never 
comes too soon or too late. “My times are in His hands” (Psalm 31:15).
 (4). God has a complicated plan for us, but let’s maintain that all parts 
fit. Joseph had to go to Egypt for a reason. Christ was not crucified for 

Rev. P. van Ruitenburg
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nothing, and all things must work together for the good of God’s people.
   (5). God never does anything to afflict us willingly.
 (6). Or do we think we know better than God?
 “But as for you, ye thought evil against me; but God meant it unto good, 
to bring to pass, as it is this day, to save much people alive” (Genesis 50:20). 
 “For He doth not afflict willingly nor grieve the children of men” 
(Lamentations 3:33). 
 “And all the inhabitants of the earth are reputed as nothing: and He doeth 
according to His will in the army of heaven, and among the inhabitants of 
the earth: and none can stay His hand, or say unto Him, What doest Thou?” 
(Daniel 4:35). 
 Dear friends, the Lord Jesus also asked why! “My God, My God, 
why hast Thou forsaken Me?” (Matthew 27:46).  He did not express 
anger or disappointment, and He was not rebellious against His 
Father but truly submissive! His why was an expression of deep 
sorrow. This Jesus is preached unto us, not only as an example to 
all, but as a Saviour. Unwilling and stubborn people with many 
questions and rebellion in their hearts are directed unto Him. He 
was submissive to His Father and is stretching out His arms unto us. 
He had no sin, however. He was made to be a sin offering to save the 
chief of the sinners.

David Dickson on Psalm 68
“Thy God hath commanded thy strength: strengthen, O God, 
that which Thou hast wrought for us. Because of thy temple at 
Jerusalem shall kings bring presents unto Thee” (Verses 28-29). 
From the eleventh reason of God’s praise, learn:
 1. Not in kings, or rulers, or anything else, but in the Lord, and 
from the Lord, is the strength of His church, which she may expect 
always to be furnished with by virtue of the covenant: “Thy God 
hath commanded thy strength,” said David to the church. 
 2. As the Lord has decreed to establish His church, so has He 
means and instruments in every age and place prepared for this 
purpose, and has given out order by actual providence, which 
is always going about the work in all ages: “Thy God hath 
commanded thy strength.” 
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A few months ago, the billionaire Jeff Bezos had a brief flight into 
space. When he returned to earth, he was reported to have said, “Best 

day ever!” Was he right? Seeing the earth from so high above, it was no 
doubt an extraordinary experience. The rest of us see God’s marvellous 
creation from earth, and “the heavens declare the glory of God” (Psalm 
19:1). When we look up into the sky above us on a starry night, we can 
feel something of the psalmist’s admiration when he said: “When I look 
up unto the heav’ns, which Thine own fingers fram’d, Unto the moon, and 
to the stars, which were by Thee ordain’d” (Psalm 8:3, metrical version). 
 To look back down upon the earth from the edge of space, as Mr. Bezos 
did, must have been amazing. Astronauts have said that the experience of 
seeing it changes them for the rest of their lives. They never forget it. But 
is it right to describe it as the “best day ever”?
 Perhaps it was the best day that Mr. Bezos has experienced in his whole 
life. If so, that rich man is in fact a very poor man! Every real Christian – 
even the poorest – has had a day very much better than that, a day when 
he saw much better things than Mr. Bezos did. We mean the day when he 
was converted by the Holy Spirit and first believed in the Lord Jesus Christ 
for salvation. On that day, “the kindness and love of God our Saviour 
toward man appeared” to him (Titus 3:4). On that day, he saw “the 
light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ” (2 
Corinthians 4:6). On that day, the eyes of his understanding were opened. 
He understood that Christ, the Son of God, became man, lived the only 
perfect life ever lived, and suffered the death of the cross, taking upon 
Himself the punishment of His people’s sin. On that day, he met the risen 
Saviour. 
 What a day that was! Truly, that was the best day ever! Of that day, 
the new believer can say: “This is the day God made, in it we’ll joy 
triumphantly” (Psalm 118:24, metrical version). On that day he was lifted 
so high that he was blessed “with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places 
in Christ” (Ephesians 1:3). All his sins were forgiven. He was accepted by 
God. He became God’s child. Christ was now his friend, for ever. A new 
life opened up before him: He would live all the rest of his days for his 

Rev. K. M. Watkins
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precious Saviour. These are the true riches. These really are the best things.
 The unconverted person has no day to match this. No experience can 
equal the experience of being saved. No day can compare with the day 
when a person is reconciled to God and saved from the wrath to come. 
During their lives, rich people have days when they meet all kinds of 
important people. But the poor sinner who believes the gospel had a day 
when he met Christ, the Son of God, who is infinitely higher than the best 
of the earth, who is “fairer than the children of men” (Psalm 45:2). 
 Added to this, the true Christian has an even better day to look forward 
to – the day when he will go to heaven. The Apostle Paul spoke of death 
like that. It would be “far better” than continuing to live, because it would 
take him “to be with Christ.” That is the “best day ever!” No wonder Paul 
had “a desire to depart” (Philippians 1:23). At death, believers are set free 
from all sin and sorrow. Then they see Christ as He is and are made like 
Him. Then their souls are “made perfect in holiness and do immediately 
pass into glory” (Shorter Catechism, Answer 37). Mr. Bezos travelled to 
the edge of space, but if he dies without repentance and faith in Christ, he 
will never make it to heaven. 
 In Luke 16, the Lord Jesus spoke about a certain rich man who would 
have found it hard to choose his best day ever, for he “fared sumptuously 
every day” (verse 19) and all his lifetime he enjoyed “good things” (verse 
25). But his last day on earth was definitely not his best. Rather, it was his 
worst, for as soon as he died, he found himself in the unending torments 
of hell. He was not sent to hell because he was rich, but because he did 
not believe the Bible, did not repent of his sin, and did not believe in 
Christ for salvation. That is how it will be for all, rich and poor alike, who 
die without Christ. Some unbelievers have many good days in this life, 
but the day they die will not be a good one. Many unbelievers have their 
share of bad days in this life, but the day they die is always the worst day 
ever. However high they go in their worldly lives, nothing will stop them 
sinking deep into the bottomless pit when they die. 
 But Jesus spoke about another man – a very poor man called Lazarus, 
who was sick and endured many “evil things” (verse 25) in his lifetime. 
Death for him was the best day ever, not simply because it ended his 
earthly sufferings, but because it took him straight to heaven, where all his 
sorrows were left behind, including sin. He went to heaven, not because 
he was poor, but because he had believed in Christ for salvation. So it will 
be for all others who do the same, rich or poor. If you trust in Christ, you 
will one day arrive in heaven and then you will say, “Best day ever!” You 
will never come back down to earth, and you will never fall into hell. You 
will be with the Lord Jesus for ever.
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In the previous edition of Insight Into, I wrote about one word: nothing. 
Maybe someone who reads this felt what the servant of Elijah saw when 

he went to look for a sign of rain: there was nothing. Nothing good in me, 
nothing to boast of, nothing to look forward to when standing upon the 
threshold of a new year. It is for this reason I feel compelled to share also 
something of the opposite of nothing. And that is a few words about “all,” 
or “everything.” 
 I’ll admit: I did not think of it on my own. Most of the words of this 
article are taken from the preface of a book I was handed after “nothing.” 
The title of this book is Christ is All by Henry Law. The book is an 
impressive explanation of the gospel in the Pentateuch, the five books of 
Moses. No less than 688 pages (!) lets the reader marvel at where “all” 
finds its real and true fulfilment: Christ. The author’s wish is to “arouse 
attention to the blessed truth that Christ is found in all the Scripture, as 
salt is in all the waters of the sea and as light is present in the brightness 
of the day and fragrance fills a garden of choice flowers.” What a blessed 
and profitable way to spend time in searching this out! “To see Him” is 
the author’s “prime delight and to testify of it his happiest duty.” “Earnest 
zeal for undying souls” constrained him to write the book. “To know by 
the grace of faith that Christ is all is helpful in everything and hurtful in 
nothing.” To know Christ as all is like a life at heaven’s high gate. It is 
to discern the glories of His Person, the redeeming worth of His wounds, 
the ransoming efficacy of His pierced hands and feet, and the sheltering 
shadow of the cross. To miss Him as the all, our religion is as a sunless 
firmament. Our life will be a dreary passage to a dreadful end. Our death 
will be a downfall into an unfathomable abyss and eternity will be an 
unutterable woe. If Christ is not all, our prosperity is an adverse tide, and 
our adversity a foreshadowing of deeper misery. And so I could go on to 
quote matters that reflect on “everything.”       
 My dear young friend, did I get your attention? I hope my article was not 
too difficult to read or too long to retain your attention. Remember, Henry 
Law only wrote about the first five books of Moses, and my summary only 
came from the first three pages of the book. Christ is all means there is no 
end to it. Paul counted all things loss and dung for the excellency of the 
knowledge of Christ. That I may know Him. That’s all.      

Rev. H. Hofman

EVERYTHING
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We are fast approaching the second anniversary of the COVID-19 pandemic
and it is being talked about more than ever. Families, churches, and 
governments are split on many issues like the vaccine, vaccine passports, 
lockdowns, masks, and the list goes on. I am sure you talk about something 
related to COVID-19 at least once a day, it can very quickly be consuming, 
and that is why I am writing this article. I have some concerns. 
 Firstly, are we following God’s command to love God above all else 
and your neighbour as yourself during this time? Are we following God’s 
command to pray for our enemies? Are we doing that? Loving the people 
that do not agree with our standpoint, and praying for our enemies? When 
is the last time you prayed for the person you disagree with on these issues? 
If you did pray for them, was it only that they would change their opinion 
or also that they would have a closer walk with God? 
 Think about what the Bible says the fruits of the Spirit are, also known 
as how a converted person should act as described in Galatians 5, verse 
22: “Love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith.” Before 
your next talk, text, or e-mail on communication related to COVID-19, ask 
yourself: Are you living out the fruits of the Spirit in your communication?
 Secondly, should we not be more worried about the wrath of God than 
COVID-19, lockdowns, governments, and the vaccine? The wrath of God 
is incomparable to any of the previously mentioned things. Some of us 
beg our family members or friends not to take the vaccine or to take the 
vaccine, but we have never or rarely talk to them about the wrath of God 
they will face if they do not believe in the gospel of Jesus Christ. When 
is the last time you told a neighbour, “Please repent from your sins!” or 
“What is holding you back from truly believing in Jesus”? Are the things 
related to the pandemic more important for you than the wrath of God on 
unbelievers?
 Let us not be fooled on why we are on this earth. You are not here for 

Rev. P. van Ruitenburg

The Dangers of 
COVID-19

and God’s Wrath
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yourself, and your “rights” don’t matter that much. What matters is God’s 
glory! What are you doing about that? Could you do this? For every single 
message about COVID-19, could you share ten messages about God’s 
glory? It’s at least ten times more important, is it not? 
 I will end with a Bible text I find so instructive from James 1, verses 2 
and 3: “My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations; 
Knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh patience.” JOY! If it 
gets harder, get happier and rejoice more, and sing more. This world is 
ending soon and sometimes I can’t wait. What a glorious day that will be. 
Are you ready? If not, Jesus is stretching out His arms to you and saying: 
Come to me, my son, my daughter. Come with all your pollution. Give me 
your heart. Will you? Or are you still resisting?
 “My son, give Me thine heart, and let thine eyes observe My ways” 
(Proverbs 23:26).
 

“Covetousness makes us the slaves of the devil. Faith is 
the sovereign antidote to covetousness.”
  ~ John Calvin (1509-1564)

“Covetousness is the blight that is withering our 
church life in all directions.” 
 ~ Rev. Samuel Chadwick (1860-1932)
 

“Covetousness is commonly a master-sin and has the command 
of other lusts. It is spiritual idolatry; it is the giving of that 
love and regard to worldly wealth which are due to God 
only. Poor people are as much in danger from an inordinate 
desire towards the wealth of the world, as rich people from an 
inordinate delight in it.”  ~ Matthew Henry (1662-1714)
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Sin has soiled all. All, then, must be washed in expiating blood. The 
wealthy brought their victim from the herd. He, who had less of worldly 

wealth, offered his lamb or kid. The poorest inhabitants of the poorest hut 
gave the young pigeon or the turtledove. All placed upon the altar a burnt 
sacrifice. A Saviour is the one need of rich and poor. The richest is most 
poor, until Christ be found. The poorest is most rich, when once this pearl 
be clasped. Such is the gospel of the burnt offering. Reader, leave it not 
without three solemn thoughts deeply written in your heart. 
 1. Fire burns there. It burns to tell us what is sin’s due. It frightfully 
portrays what all must bear, on whom that plague abides. Look at the 
consuming blaze and meditate on the tossing’s of the fiery lake—the 
flames, which cannot die—the gnawing’s of the ever-gnawing worm—the 
raging of relentless wrath—the agony, which tortures mind, and soul, and 
body. See in this sight God’s utmost power put forth to inflict utmost pains 
through endless ages. See sin’s sure doom. May the sight drive you rapidly 
to Christ.
 2. Mark here God’s wondrous grace. To save lost souls, He gives the 
Son of His love to the fury of His wrath. He heaps all woe on Him, that no 
woe may remain for the redeemed. His frown is pitiless towards Him, that 
He may smile unceasingly on them. How dear must they be to His heart! 
He, who is the preciousness of heaven, descends to bear the worst of their 
vile doom. The Burnt Offering sweetly cries, Abundant grace exceeds 
abundant sin.
 3. What shall the ransomed render to salvation’s Lord? The Burnt 
Offering demands from them self-offering. Let all heaven hear—let all 
earth take knowledge, that they give themselves, their soul, their bodies, 
their every faculty and gift, all influence, all means, their morning, midday, 
evening hours, to be a free-will sacrifice to free grace. Let the high altar of 
self-consecrating gratitude be raised. Let the whole life be one clear blaze 
of flaming love and ever-brightening service.

 ~ From his book, Christ is All
 

Henry Law (1797-1894)

Law on the
Burnt Offering


