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In this issue of Israel Magazine, you will find two book reviews. Because 
it will be several months before the next issue is published, the editors 
have decided to publish both reviews in this issue.
Former Board member Rev. C. J. Meeuse writes about the booklet “Zijn 
bloed kome over ons” (His blood be on us), which he says contains 
many quotations with respect to Matthew 27:25, to show that ministers 
from various denominations have read a curse in “the blood text” which 
the Jews had provoked upon themselves. We heartily agree with his con-
clusion, “I believe it is too far-fetched to call this anti-Semitism.”
Emeritus minister Rev. W. Silfhout wrote the unique book, “De Knecht” 
(The Servant). This publication is not only interesting, but it is also of 
great importance for the contacts with Jews. The twenty witnesses at the 
end of the book about Jews for whose conversion Isaiah 53 was used are 
most valuable. 

Moreover, you will find several contributions by presenter A. Karens. 
In the main article--the beginning of a series of three articles--you will 

read about the history of his own town, Barneveld, in The Netherlands. 
He writes about a group of almost 700 Jews who remained in Castle 
“De Schaffelaar” and other places since the autumn of 1942. They even 
enjoyed a certain amount of protection. Terribly, the majority of them 
were transported via Westerbork to concentration camp Theresienstadt 
after almost a year. Thankfully most of them survived the camps. 

This time, Rev. J. M. D. de Heer writes about a minister of the denomin-
ation of the Reformed Congregations in The Netherlands. Although the 
late Rev. F. Mallan was very cautious when it comes to the future of the 
Jewish people, the return of the Jews to the land of Israel was a remark-
able thing to him. 

For the children, there is a contribution about Bedouins in the wilder-
ness near Jerusalem. A link is made to the shepherds at the birth of the 
Lord Jesus. Have you already come to love the born King of the Jews?
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A. Karens, presenter

Rev. M. H. Schot and Rev. Khalil from Nazareth

We live in special times, in all 
respects. When I as presenter look 
back at the fi rst three months of 
2021, not much can be said. On 
January 27, the national Holocaust 
Memorial Day, we broadcasted a 
livestream presentation about an-
ti-Semitism on behalf of the Board. 
You have been able to read about 
it in the previous issue of Israel 
Magazine.

Moreover, we recorded a PowerPoint 
presentation about Israel in Woerden, 
which was broadcast during a club 
afternoon of “Ebed-Melech,” Helpende 
Handen Midden-Nederland. It is a 
pleasure to do this for our friends!

Also the afternoon for older people in 
‘s-Gravenzande was an experience, 
together with the caretaker and two 
deacons in a room which was as good 
as empty. From here the presentation 
about “The work among the beloved 
for the fathers’ sakes” was broad-
cast for the elderly of Naaldwijk and 
’s-Gravenzande. You focus on the 
camera and three men, knowing that 
many people in their living rooms are 
watching and listening. The collection, 
including a gift from the consistory, 
yielded a wonderful amount of € 800. 
Thank you very much!

And then it was Monday, March 22. I visited Eben-Haëzerschool 
in Barneveld. There I welcomed all “Group 3” children in the 
gymnasium. How wonderful to see all those interested faces. And 
how orderly and quiet they were, also when they entered and 
left. A compliment for the staff! It was great to be among the 
people again, to answer questions and to ask them, and to hear 

responses.
The school’s collection money will be transferred to the Board for 
the Hebrew translation of Bible narratives for children in Israel.
Finally an “ordinary” presentation. It is one of the many things 
the Lord gives. Again!
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It must have been around 1750 that a 
Jewish butcher settled in Barneveld. 
After more than a hundred years, the 
Jewish community has grown to such 
an extent that it is able to function 
independently as a “by-church” of 
Nijkerk. Because the building costs of a 
synagogue greatly exceed the financial 
capacity of the small community, a let-
ter is written to Jews in and beyond The 
Netherlands. An urgent appeal is made 
to all fellow Jews to support the building 
of a “House of God, in order to please 
God in this manner and to contribute to 
a long-desired sanctuary.” Money keeps 
coming, even from Frankfurt and Paris. 
Then the building of the Byzantine-style 
synagogue takes place rapidly. On May 
4, 1853, shop owner Asser Emanuel 
Cohen sells a piece of land to the Israeli 
Church for 150 guilders. And on May 8, 
1855, Mayor C. A. Nairac is able to set 
the foundation stone in the new syna-
gogue. According to a reconstruction 

based on old photographs, it is a simple, 
beautiful building. In the 
middle of the façade, as 
a central symbol, is a 
round window with 
the well-known 
Star of David. 

Synagogue sold
The Jewish com-
munity flourished 
in the second half of 
the nineteenth century, 
but then there is a great 
decline. The Roman-Cath-
olic part of the population 
of Barneveld grew, but 
the Jewish community 
becomes smaller as a result 
of deaths and departures. 
One day only three fam-
ilies are left, two of which 
are the families De Leeuw 
and Meier (the butcher).

Besides the work in the butchery, Jews 
in Barneveld were active in the textile 
trade. However, this did not last long. 
Already in 1910, the Jewish commun-
ity in Barneveld does not function 
independently anymore. Two years 
later, the synagogue is sold to the civil 
government and the building is used as 
a warehouse. We may wonder whether 
the following sentence from the pur-

chase contract was actually effec-
tuated: “That which was sold 

must never be furnished 
or occupied for public 

entertainment, reli-
gious meetings, inns, 
cafés, liquor stores, 
and the like. Within 

In a series of three articles, we will take you along to the history of the Jewish 
community in Barneveld, Kampen, and Vlissingen in The Netherlands. We will 
focus on questions such as: What happened to Dutch Jews in those places in the 
previous century/centuries? Were they accepted where they lived? What were their 
occupations? What were their numbers? Were there also synagogues and Jewish 
cemeteries? Do we know what happened to them during and after the Second World 
War? Are there any visible memories of their lives?

DEPRIVATION OF FREEDOM
OVERSHADOWS EVERYTHING

The Jewish Community 
in Barneveld, The Netherlands

September 1943: 
The departure of the 

Jews from the Barneveld 
group by train to Westerbork. 

The train to Westerbork is 
ready when the “Barneveld 
Jews” arrive at the station. 

© Gemeentearchief 
Barneveld

PART 1
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Castle 
“De Schaffelaar”

the building, no wash-
rooms must be built, 
and everything is under 
penalty of one thousand 
guilders for offences, for 
the benefit of the poor in 
Barneveld.” At present, an 
optician has his store in the 
building in the front garden of 
the former synagogue. On the first floor 
of this store, the window with the Star 
of David can still be seen.

Castle “De Schaffelaar”
At the beginning of the Second World 
War, there were dozens of Jews in 
Barneveld. Four of them went into 
hiding, and the others are deported to 
concentration camps.
It is worth mentioning that almost 
700 Jews, called the Barneveld group, 
stayed in Castle “De Schaffelaar” and 
a building called “De Biezen.” As of 
1941, while most Dutch Jews were 
arrested in “razzias” [Nazi roundups] 
and transported through Westerbork 
to the Dutch extermination camps, 
this group enjoyed a certain measure of 
protection and even had some freedom 
of movement during the first months. 
They were watched by NSBs [National 
Socialist Movement] in the castle or in 
the barracks next to it. They were well 
taken care of. Most of them arrived in 

December 1942. It was 
freezing and dentist 

Dr. Lokker collected 
36 blankets among the 

inhabitants. The building 
looked terrible and the dormitories 

were crowded. The group consisted of 
prominent Jews who the Germans had 
exempted from “Arbeitseinsatz” [work 
assignments] and deportation. Their 
names were placed on a list by K. J. Fred-
eriks, the secretary-general of Home 
Affairs. “Deserving Dutch Jews,” 
mainly scientists, artists, 
musicians, physicians, 
and industrialists. As it 
turns out, “deserving” 
had a lot to do with 
good relationships.
When they arrived, 
they had to hand in all 
their cash. They received 
five to ten guilders per 
month for a living. “We would 
say their situation was not that bad. 
But deprivation of freedom overshadows 
and obscures everything,” said a Jewish 
man from Barneveld. There were 
musicians in the group who sometimes 
organized a home concert somewhere 

else and scientists organized presenta-
tions and courses. They wanted to make 
something out of it. The children fol-
lowed primary and secondary education 
in Barneveld. “I never realized we were 
imprisoned,” a girl who was thirteen at 
that time later told a Jewish historian. 

Deported
In the summer of 1943, their high-
level German “patron” Fritz Schmidt 
died. The SS [Schutzstaffel “Protection 

Squadron”] functionary Rauter 
strongly insisted that the 

“Barneveld group” be 
moved to Westerbork 
in the autumn. This 
happened one day 
before the Jewish 
New Year, on Sep-

tember 29, 1943. Only 
22 Jews managed to 

escape, including three 
children and the author 

Abel Herzberg. Shortly afterwards, 
the majority of them were deported to 
Theresienstadt. A number of them died 
there, some as a result of a typhus epi-
demic. Others were liberated, because 
they could be exchanged for German 

“I never 
realized we were 

imprisoned.”

A. Karens, presenter

 Old synagogue in 
the foreground, with 

Castle “De Schaffelaar” in 
the background. This image 
dates back to the end of the 

nineteenth century. 
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POWs from Switzerland. A monument 
of the artist Ralph Prins was unveiled on 
the driveway of Castle “De Schaffelaar.” 
He himself was also a member of the 
Barneveld group. We can read on the 
marble marquette of the Star of David 
bricked in the driveway: “In 1942 and 
1943, more than 650 Jews from The 
Netherlands–“The Barneveld group”–
lived in Castle “De Schaffelaar” and in 
“De Biezen” House. They lived in fear 
and hoped to be safe. On September 29, 
1943, they were transported to Wester-
bork. Most of them survived the camps.”

Cemetery
Due to the small number of Jews in 
Barneveld, there was no regular Jewish 
education in the nineteenth century. 

There was religious education, however. 
They also had their own cemetery at 
Kallenbroekerweg, which was bought 
in 1858. The ornamental gate, with 
the Star of David, was given by Jacob 
Samuel de Leeuw in 1922. There are 26 
gravestones. Besides members of the 
local Jewish community, one Jewish 
person who was not from Barneveld was 
buried here: Dr. Müller, a gynaecologist 
from Utrecht, who died from a cardiac 
arrest during his stay in Castle “De 
Schaffelaar.” Several years later, his 
daughter Emma was buried beside him 
in the cemetery in Barneveld.

Holocaust monument
Finally, one more thing can be men-
tioned about Barneveld and the Jewish 
people. On January 27, 2019, the date of 
the liberation of the concentration and 
extermination camp Auschwitz in 1945, 

a Holocaust monument was unveiled in 
the cemetery De Plantage. Former mayor 
J. W. A. Van Dijk said during the unveil-
ing: “This Holocaust commemoration 
compels us all to be watching and to 
prevent such a genocide from ever hap-
pening again. Auschwitz; never again!”
The commemoration theme is “Torn but 
not broken.” The text from Job 19:23 and 
24 can be read on the memorial in Heb-
rew. The translation is as follows: “Oh 
that my words were now written! oh that 
they were printed in a book! That they 
were graven with an iron pen and lead in 
the rock for ever!” 
On the day of the unveiling, Karel de 
Liever addresses the students in one of 
the primary schools. He was born after 
the war, but his four-year-old brother 
Louk was deported to the concentration 
camp. Louk survived and returned to 
Eindhoven, emaciated, with the last Red 
Cross transport, where his father hardly 
recognized him. Thankfully his father 
knew Louk had a birthmark under his 
foot. Moving, but also terrible stories of 
people’s lives. There are so many such 
stories about Jewish people, in various 
places, in The Netherlands, and beyond.
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Open Air Conversation
with Leo Zinn

September 21, 2020 was a very sunny 
day. When I called Leo Zinn and had 
introduced myself, I asked him if we 
could have a conversation, because I 
was interested in the Jewish community. 
“Shall we have a cup of coffee beside our 
Old Town Hall?” After an hour, we were 
there! It became an animated conversa-
tion with the 89-year-old Leo Zinn from 
Barneveld. 
Zinn is a vital Jewish man, with much 
experience and conversation material. 
First, he tells about the Jewish security 
service, the “Bij Leven en Welzijn” [Life 
and Well-being] Foundation. “It has 
been the advisory body for the protec-
tion of the Jewish community in The 
Netherlands for more than forty years. It 
secures meetings and events with a large 
number of Jewish visitors. The same is 
true for the security of our synagogue in 
Amersfoort.”

Hiding
In this context, I mention my visits to 
that synagogue and to the Cheider School 
in Amsterdam. Our “one-and-a-half-
meters and one-and-a-half-hour con-
versation” is about “common confession 
of guilt” and other subjects.  Zinn thinks 
this is a difficult subject. “How can I place 
myself in the actions, circumstances, and 
opinions of the people at that time? The 
time is so different now. During the war, 

there were churchgoers who said about 
the persecution of the Jews: ‘That is not 
going to happen!’ My wife, Vera Koster, 
hid at many addresses as an eight-year-
old girl. In case of betrayal, she was 
moved by bike to a different hiding place 
at night. This is how she came to live with 
good Christians in Zaandam, who hid 
her until the end of the war in a terraced 
house with a small garden, which had a 
back entrance from an alley, through 
which people in hiding could be moved 
unseen. 
Vera herself was in an attic, while 
children were playing in the schoolyard 
on the other side of the road. Both her 
parents were arrested, went through 
Westerbork to Auschwitz, and were killed 
there. My own grandfather, a retired 
judge, survived Auschwitz, as well as my 
grandmother. My grandfather, however, 
died a year after the war, as a result of 
bodily weakness and malnutrition. Also 
my uncle and his family were killed in 
Auschwitz. He was a parliamentary editor 
of “Algemeen Handelsblad” [a weekly 
newspaper in The Hague.”
There were people who betrayed a Jewish 
child for fifty cents. “They received 
so-called “kopgeld” (‘head-money’). But 
there were also Jews themselves who did 
this. They were exempted from deporta-
tion, but later they were still arrested and 
deported.”

The Great Day of Atonement
The topic “confession of guilt” brings us to 
Yom Kippur, the Great Day of Atonement. 
“For us this is the day of repentance,” says 
Zinn. “Usually we go to our congregation 
in Amersfoort, but now we stay at home 
under the current COVID-19 circum-
stances.” “Do you listen to or watch a 
service in the synagogue?” “No, it is 
possible to do so using Zoom, but we do 
not do this. In order to experience Yom 
Kippur, one must be personally present in 
the synagogue. 
On that day, we confess all the evil we 
have done during the past year. From the 
Jewish tradition, there is a whole series 
of confessions we recite. We also fast for 
26 hours. Just to give an example, on that 
day we do not brush our teeth, because 
we might swallow a drop, which is strictly 
forbidden. We do not consume anything.
I am a Levite, so from the priestly tribe, 
in the paternal lineage. The maternal lin-
eages determine whether a child is Jewish. 
Because I am a Levite, I am permitted to 
read a piece from the Torah during the 
synagogue service, with six other men. 
The Torah reading is the climax of the 
service. When the men are called, I am 
usually the first one who reads.”

COVID-19 pandemic
We close our open air conversation with a 
question about the COVID-19 pandemic. 
“Do you also see God’s hand in it?” Zinn 
says: “I am not a theologian or a rabbi, 
but we do not see the hand of the Eternal 
One in it. This virus is not from Him. It 
is not His guilt. I read nothing about it in 
the weekly e-mails we receive from Rabbi 
Jacobs and Rabbi Evers.”
After I have given him an issue of Israel 
Magazine, we stand up, say farewell by 
shaking hands, and we hope to have 
another conversation soon.

A. Karens
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For the Children!

Robert Rosenburg 
is an artist who lives in 

the north of Israel. He has 
made a beautiful painting of 
the Bedouins in the desert. 

You can see the painting in the background of these pages. 

Bedouins 
 in Israel
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A Puzzle 
   for you!

The Bedouins are 
shepherds. We often read about shepherds with their animals throughout the entire Bible, from Genesis to Revelation. Look up the Bible texts below and read them carefully. There is one word from each text which fits into the puzzle. The number between the brackets tells you which word of the text it is.  When you are finished, you will see a text from the Bible going from the top to the bottom of the puzzle. Do you know who said this, and where in the Bible can you find this text?

What a wonder it would be if these Bedouins would learn to know this Shepherd! But it is also necessary for you, 
is it not?
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Isaiah 53 is the fourth song about the 
Servant of the Lord. The main question 
is: Who is the Servant in this fourth 
song? This question is answered by Phil-
ip in Acts 8:26-35: He preached Jesus 
unto the eunuch. An important given in 
hermeneutics is that the New Testament 
explains the Old Testament. However, 
for Jews this is not that simple. 

Jewish interpretation
What is the Jewish interpretation of 
Isaiah 53? Until 1,000 AD, the Servant 
is interpreted both as an individual (a 
person) and collectively (a nation). After 
1,000 AD (in particular, influenced by 
Rabbi Rashi), the collective interpret-
ation gets the upper hand. Christianity 
responds with an appeal to the New Tes-

tament. However, this appeal 
makes no impression, because 
many Jews do not recognize 
the New Testament as God’s 
Word.
It is interesting to read the 
examples of the Jewish inter-
pretation. The explanation, text after 
text in chapter 4, is noteworthy. This 
Bible passage is always impressive and 
cannot be read without emotion. Rev. 
Silfhout has added the Jewish interpret-
ation to his clear exposition. It is mov-
ing to read of the witnesses in chapter 
7. It is most useful that they have been 
brought together here. The Lord has 
used this passage powerfully among the 
covenant nation of old. 

Christian interpretation
Rev. Silfhout is unambiguous in his 
interpretation: Isaiah speaks about the 
suffering Servant of the Lord, Jesus 
Christ, who suffered as a Substitute and 
Surety for His people.
“In this passage, the whole history of 
Christ’s suffering unrolls,” wrote Belia 
Harst, one of the Jewish people who was 
moved by Isaiah 53 (p. 83). 
It is interesting to read the discussion 
of the opinion of Pinchas Lapide, who 
is somewhat followed by Rev. H. Poot, a 

Rev. W. Silfhout examined an interesting theme which is at the heart of our 
religion, yes, of salvation. This study is also of great importance for the 
contacts with the Jews. Isaiah 53 has also been used for the conversion or 
comfort of many Jews. 

BOOK REVIEW

Isaiah 53 
and the Jews
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minister in the Dutch Reformed Church. 
He asks the question: Isn’t it possible 
to combine both interpretations, indi-
vidual (Messianic) and collective 
(nation of Israel)? Can both 
interpretations not be 
true?
Rev. Silfhout clearly 
distances himself 
from this. Jesus is 
the unique King 
of the Jews, the 
Messiah and the 
Saviour of the world. 
His Name is the only 
Name by which we must 
be saved. Nothing of the 
Jewish people must be added to 
that. Indeed, we cannot be clear enough 
about that. 

Messianic interpretation
Nevertheless, it is interesting to further 
investigate the connection between the 
Messiah Jesus and the people of Israel in 
the context of the relationship between 
Jews and Christians. Dr. Mark Kinzer 
(American Messianic theologian) deals 
with this question in his book Israël in 
het hart van the kerk [Israel in the heart 
of the church] (2020). He wants to be 
a bridge-builder between Jews and 
Christians. After all, both are connected 
through the Messiah. What is that con-
nection and how can it aid in approach-
ing the Jewish people? This is still a 
challenge for Rev. Silfhout, who wants 
to further investigate and intends 
to publish another study. The 
thorough studies he left to the 
Board for Israel are proof of 
his heartfelt engagement 

with the work among the Jewish people. 
It is also good to read in the introduc-
tion that Rev. Dekker and his wife have 

proofread the publication. 

Errata
There are hardly any 

books without the 
need for some cor-
rections. Although 
the book was written 
with care, and there 
are not many mis-

takes, the following 
points will be changed 

in another edition. On 
page 92, the word “Sjtetl” is 

followed by synagogue. However, 
“Sjtetl” is the name of a Jewish village 
(which is also mentioned there). It looks 
as if synagogue should have been men-
tioned before “Jewish village.” On page 
93, there is an incorrect capital letter in 
“Zijn beschouwing.”

Recommended
With the text on the back cover, we 
heartily recommend this book by our 
emeritus brother: Isaiah 53 is not only 
one of the most important prophecies con-
cerning the suffering and death of Christ, 
but it has also turned out to be a very 
important chapter in the lives of Jews who 
have come to faith in the Messiah. In this 
book, the author investigates who Isaiah 
is speaking about here. What do the Jews 
believe about it? And how do Christians 
read this chapter? He discusses the fourth 
“song of the suffering Servant” text after 
text (Isaiah 52:13-53:12). He also shows 
that the Christian interpretation of this 
passage is the right interpretation. The 
last part of the book contains witnesses 
from Jews for whom Isaiah 53 played an 
important role in their coming to faith in 
Jesus Christ as the promised Messiah.

Jews and 
Christians are 

connected through 
the Messiah.

Rev. A. Schot, Chairman
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At the end of February, 
the Board had its second 
online RTS seminar with 

students from Ukraine. During the 
morning session, former Board member                 
Rev. C. J. Meeuse gave a lecture about 

church history. He did so using his church 
history book, The Bride of the Messiah,

which has been translated into 
Russian, and which he shows in 

the photograph.

During the afternoon 
session, Rev. P. D. Den 

Haan gave a lecture exegesis. 
The students had studied Matthew 

2:1-12 in advance. The same 
passage was used for the lesson. 

Right in the photograph: 
Coordinator M. De Geus.

Besides 
the current stu-

dents, also the students 
who have already completed 
the training took part. They 

greatly appreciated this 
“refresher course.” Center: 

Translator Arno 
Kortleven.

Online
seminar
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The 
sins will 

be mourned 
bitterly.

Rev. J. M. D. De Heer, Former Board member

VOICES FROM THE PAST

The minister himself was less enthusias-
tic. Is a conversion always a conversion 
unto salvation? “Even though the entire 
Jewish nation came to acknowledge the 
Messiah, this would still not mean that 
all Jews will be saved. The separation 
of election and reprobation remains.” 
It was in this light that he saw Paul’s 
words in Romans 11 about the conver-
sion of the Jews.
For Rev. Mallan, much remained hidden 
with respect to the conversion of the 
Jews. “We’d better not make too many 
predictions about it.” The return of the 
Jews to their land was remarkable, in 
his opinion. That is precisely what the 
fathers predicted! “But it will never 
again be the Israel of old. No nation 
with a theocracy. A glorious church 
state, as Chiliasm imagines, is not to 
be expected. Jesus Himself never spoke 
about it, nor did the apostles.”

Spiritual Israel
At the same time, he was much occupied 
with the destiny of the Jewish people. 
Not long before he started writing, 
a photograph in the newspaper with 
several Jews drew his attention. “And 
while I was looking at the photograph, 
the following verses came to mind most 
vividly: ‘O ye seed of Abraham His 
servant, ye children of Jacob His chosen. 
He is the LORD our God: His judgments 
are in all the earth.’ The earth may come 
to tremble by His judgment, for the sake 
of the Jews. But what a miracle when we 
are among the elect. That is what is to 
come for all of us. Only spiritual Israel 
will be saved,” wrote the minister with 
an appeal to Romans 2:28-29: “For 
he is not a Jew, which is one 
outwardly; neither is that 
circumcision, which is 
outward in the flesh: 
But he is a Jew, which 
is one inwardly.” It 
was his desire that we 
are Jews in this sense. 

Careful
Rev. Mallan also wrote 
about the future of the Jewish 
people in his commentary on the 
Epistle to the Romans in De Wachter 
Sions [The Watchman of Sion]. Again 
he was careful. He was aware that the 
annotations to Romans 11:26 speak of 
“a very great multitude, and as it were 
the entire Jewish nation” that would be 
converted. Still, he rather held to what 
Calvin wrote, because, in his opinion, 
the Reformation was always the time 

of the greatest enlightenment. Calvin 
understood by the name Israel “the 
entire people of God” from Jews and 
Gentiles, in which the Jews retain their 
primary position as the firstborn in the 
family of God.

Mourning
What is going to happen when God con-
verts the Jews? That was clear to Rev. 
Mallan. “Then the same thing happens 
as what happened on the great Day of 
Pentecost. People will mourn for Christ 
as one mourns for his only son, and they 
shall be in bitterness for Him, as one is 
in bitterness for his firstborn, according 
to Zechariah’s prophecy. They will 

look upon Him whom they have 
pierced.”

The same question as on 
the Day of Pentecost 
will be heard: “Men 
and brethren, what 
shall we do?” (Acts 
2:37). Thus the Deliv-

erer will come to Sion 
and turn away ungodli-

ness from Jacob.
The conversion of the Jews 

will be no less than an acknow-
ledgement of the Messiah they rejected. 
They will see their need of Him for their 
salvation. The sins will be mourned bit-
terly. But the miracle will also become 
so much greater when they shall know 
and experience that the Deliverer comes 
to Sion to turn away ungodliness from 
Jacob.”
Are these fruits of true conversion also 
in our lives?

He received many questions through the 
years. Rev. F. Mallan (1925-2010) desired 
to give answers based on God’s Word in 
the rubric “Antwoord per brief” (Answer 
by letter). In 1971, the minister received 
a question about the conversion of the 
Jews. He had noticed that nearly all 
old fathers, “based on many Scripture 
passages,” expected a conversion of 
the Jewish people, “consisting of the 
acknowledgement of Jesus of Nazareth 
as the Saviour who was promised and 
sent by God.”
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Anti-Semitism
In 2020, the author concluded that 
Reformed Christians did not distance 
themselves from anti-Semitism, based 
on responses he received to an article 
he had written. The pain he felt is right! 
However, it is important to maintain a 
clear distinction between anti-Judaism 
and anti-Semitism. Resistance against 
a Pharisaic religion in which no need of 
a Saviour is felt is biblical and Pauline. 
But aversion and hatred toward the 
Jewish people is satanic. 

The explanation of the blood text
The author gives a large number of 
quotations concerning the “blood 
text” from Matthew 27:25, to show 
that ministers of various Reformed 
denominations read a curse in it which 
the Jews have called upon themselves. I 
believe it is too far-fetched to call this 
anti-Semitism. 
Sometimes he finds with the same 

authors an expectation of a future 
conversion. Next, several later 
authors are quoted who described 
promises for an expected change 
and conversion. The author 
should have paid attention to 
what the annotations say about it, 
and what is read in commentaries 
that we use, to shed light on the 
context in which those opinions 
are stated. No attention is paid 
to a number of conferences and 
publications which clearly take 
position against anti-Semitism 
and in which a positive explan-
ation was given. I am thinking 
of a conference of our Board in 
the Laurenskerk, Rotterdam, in 
the presence of Rabbi Van de Kamp, 
and the study day of our Board, and 
the brochure about the blood text that 
appeared afterwards.
A profound exegesis of the text is 
extremely important. The author 

mentions what the Lord Jesus Himself 
once said about His blood, in particular 
at the institution of the Lord’s Supper, 
and this is most essential. But when 
he believes Matthew intended to say 
“that, during Jesus’ institution of the 

Seeing the amount of publicity in the newspaper, I thought I would 
receive a thick book when I was asked to write a review, but it is only a 
little paperback booklet which contains 53 pages of text, filled with many 
quotations. It is a lecture about the words that the Jews cried before the 
Lord Jesus was crucified. The publication caused much commotion. That 
is why I am writing this review. 

BOOK REVIEW

The Scope 
    of Jesus’ Blood 

14 Israel Magazine June 2021



Lord’s Supper, the entire people were 
engrafted again into the same covenant 
that God made with Israel” and speaks 
about the fulfilment of righteousness 
by Christ and considers this a ground 
for their covenant, I strongly object to 
this universalization of the imputation 
of Christ’s merits to all Jews. They need 
regeneration and conversion no less 
than we do.

What did the people themselves mean?
Rev. De Boer refers to an article I once 
wrote about the blood text; however, 
he does not write about what the Jews 
themselves meant by their expression. 
In a profound exegesis, one should 
study how the expression of “someone’s 
blood coming upon a person or upon the 
people” functions in several passages, 
not only in the Old, but also in the New 
Testament. He could have read about it 
in the aforementioned brochure from 
2003, with the three lectures about this 
text, but he overlooked that publication.
Regrettably, the author in his exegesis 
also ignores the annotation to this text, 
which states: “That is, if this blood 
be innocently shed, the judgment or 
vengeance of God is to come upon us 
and our posterity.” He even calls the 
traditional interpretation unbiblical. 
However, he overlooks texts that speak 
in a similar manner about it, such as 
Leviticus 20:9, Joshua 2:19, Judges 9:24, 
2 Samuel 1:16, and Acts 18:6, with the 
annotations. If he had known them, his 
opinion about the authors he has quoted 
might have been somewhat softened. 
The Bible itself is not unbiblical. 
It must be clear that the Jews, when they 

cried that Christ’s blood be imputed to 
them, had in mind what the expression 
meant among the people. Also the San-
hedrin expresses this when they say that 
the disciples intend to bring the blood 
of Jesus upon them (Acts 5:28).

The scope of Christ’s blood
Further in his argument, Rev. De Boer 
emphasizes the ignorance when these 
words were cried, and he believes there 
is no responsibility upon all the Jewish 
people, but only on the leaders in Jeru-
salem. He does speak about the 
forgiveness that is preached 
by Peter and Paul, but I do 
not read about the guilt 
of rejecting Christ. Paul 
calls everyone who 
does not love Christ, 
“Anathema.”
I once told a rabbi who 
was angry about it that we 
speak about it in this manner 
in our denomination. But pre-
cisely the understanding that Jews who 
reject the Saviour are not saved but will 
perish, should be our motive to speak to 
them about the Messiah. Otherwise, we 

load guilt upon ourselves! Painfully, we 
missed this understanding when there 
was so much commotion about the con-
fession of guilt. We need blood, atoning 
blood, for the forgiveness of a guilt that 
makes us worthy of punishment. But the 
blood of the Lord Jesus is not a martyr’s 
blood that cries for vengeance, but it is 
the Mediator’s blood that cries for for-
giveness. It speaks “better things than 
that of Abel” (Hebrews 12:24). It must 
be applied personally. The Jews need 
that just as much as we do. Our longing 

for it is accompanied by activities 
for the proclamation of the 

gospel among the Jewish 
people. We look forward 
to the fulfilment of 
the words of Matthew 
27:25, a text that I have 
preached about during 

baptism and confession 
services, but which may 

and will also be fulfilled for 
the Jewish people to their salva-

tion, even though it will be in a different 
manner than they thought.

Review of Rev. C. P. De Boer’s, “Zijn bloed kome over ons, een reflectie 
op een traditionele tekstuitleg in de gereformeerde gezindte” (“His blood 

be on us,” a reflection on a traditional interpretation among Reformed 
Christians), 62 pages; price € 6.95; De Banier.

Only available in Dutch.

We must 
speak to the 

Jews about the 
Messiah.

Rev. C.  J. Meeuse, former chairman
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V o l u m e  2 5  N o .  3  -  J u n e  2 0 2 1

Dear friends and supporters,
As we are writing this message to you, the country of Israel is in great 

turmoil, because Hamas and their proxies have sent many thousands of 

rockets into Israel. 

We received a message for you from Rev. M.L Dekker and his wife Marita:

“The situation in Israel is escalating. We hear about ground troops 

around Gaza. We ask you to pray for peace in Jerusalem! Pray for Israel, 

for the soldiers and civilians, but also for the inhabitants of Gaza who 

suffer under the satanic blindness of their leaders. Remember also the 

soldiers from our own congregation — pray that the Lord will protect 

these young boys and girls, but also that they may know Him as their 

Saviour.” 

Ezra for Israel

Would you please consider supporting this worthy cause?
www.ezraforisrael.ca/donate-today/

Canadian Charity: 815441563 RR0001

Contact info:
Ezra For Israel
PO Box 178
Diamond City, AB T0K 0T0

Telephone: (403) 553-3582
Cell Phone: (403) 308-0083
Email Address: info@ezraforIsrael.ca

As you can understand, the financial needs in Israel are increasing and we are trying to assist the team. We again want to express our sincere 

appreciation for your tokens of support by way of donations in the past months. As a fundraiser, we received permission from the Board for 

Israel in The Netherlands to translate their Bible Quartet Game for our children. The proceeds of this quartet game are to help fund our 

projects in Israel. This very interesting game has card illustrations of Bible stories. These very well-done drawings give parents and children 

the opportunity to engage in conversation about the Bible.

The Bible Quartet Game is available on our website for only $15. Local Ladies’ Aid committees, school auxiliaries, etc. are invited to contact us 

for larger volume discounts to make this game an attractive fundraiser for your local community.  

May the Lord remember each of our communities during sickness and COVID times. May His Word be blessed in our congregations, but also 

in Israel, Bolivia, and other mission fields around the world. The Lord will continue with His work until the end of time (Psalm 87).

Ezra for Israel Committee

Financial Overview for Ezra for Israel Total Budget 2021: $105,000

General Funds

$25,000

Israel Magazine
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