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In this anniversary issue of Israel Magazine, we look back at 25 years of 
work among the Jewish people. By means of two interviews with several 
Board members who took part in the work during most of these years, 
some unforgettable memories are shared with you. Much work took 
place in the background or in silence. In one of the interviews, Rev. De 
Wit says, “It has pleased the Lord to bless our work. It was not because 
our instruction was good; we often could simply witness when the Lord 
worked in unexpected ways.”

The Lord can and does use a Hungarian publication in an unexpected 
way. This can be read in the article by Rev. I.L. Zöld. He expresses his 
amazement about the Lord’s wonderous ways (Romans 11:33).
Several personal notes with respect to the work among the Jewish people 
are found in the contribution of our beloved brother Rev. C. Neele. Evan-
gelism among the Jewish people was already on his mind in his youth. 
This involvement was strengthened when he was active as a Board 
member for many years.

One of the points of attention that the Board received as a commission 
from the General Synod is the fight against anti-Semitism. That is why 

there was a livestream, “Anti-Semitism Today,” during the annual day 
of commemoration of the Holocaust on January 27. In this broadcast, 
several concrete examples of anti-Semitism were presented. 

Our Israel minister also discusses this theme in his article. He shares the 
story of Gid’on, in whose life a face was put to anti-Semitism.
The contribution from our treasurer is titled “A Special Year.” This is true 
for 2020 in several respects. Besides your prayers, you also remembered 
the work among the Jewish people financially in a special way. Next to 
the Lord, we thank you very much.

At the beginning of the anniversary year, the Russian translation of the 
devotional Israel’s Expectation was published, compiled from the Bible 
lectures of Isaac da Costa. Besides the distribution in Eastern-Europe, 
this Russian devotional is also available free of charge on the website 
bibleandbookministry.com. May the Lord bless this handful of corn 
among the Jewish people, wherever they are in the world. Please pray for 
a blessing on the work.  
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Ways Past 
    Finding Out

I recently attended a prayer meeting group in the local church in 
Budapest. Some of the members of this prayer meeting group are 
the pillar persons from Bethany Group. Bethany Group is a re-
vival movement in Hungary, which is called “Christ and Ecclesia” 
(Christ and the Church/CE) in Transylvania.
Evangelism among the Jewish people has always been important 
for the CE movement. The leaders of CE encourage the members 
to pray every day for the chosen people of God, and we pray regu-
larly on Monday afternoons for my ministry as well. 

Heni (not her real name) came to me at the prayer meeting and 
gave me a book which was published by Koinonia Edition House. 
In this book you can read seventy stories of Ferenc Visky, a Hun-
garian Reformed pastor who was persecuted in the time of com-
munism in Romania. He was in prison with Richard Wurmbrand, 
who was Jewish but became a Lutheran pastor, suffering a lot for 
Christ.
Heni said: “I pray for your work and I would like to give this book 
to you. Maybe you can give it to one of your Jewish friends.” When 
I was reading the book the next day, I realized it could be a big 
help for me.

I met Ildi (not her real name) the next day. I know that she is very 
sensitive to all kinds of stories about the suffering of innocent 
people. She lost her family in Auschwitz. I said, “Look, I have a 
book about how Christians were living in prison.” I did not men-
tion that Wurmbrand was Jewish. 
She called me a few days later and asked me to come to her house 
to talk about some points in the book. I hesitated to go, because 

now we are living in COVID-19 time. It might be dangerous to 
visit somebody who is older than 70. She was really determined: 
“Please, come.” 

When I arrived at her house, I saw the book was open on a table. 
It was full of small yellow paper notes. She was deeply touched 
by the message of the stories, especially because of the fact that 
Wurmbrand, who was Jewish, was in prison because of his faith 
in Christ. We started to talk about the notes she had made in 
the book. It was amazing to see how open and receptive she was. 
Since that time, we meet every week for two hours to have Bible 
study together. Please pray for her. “How unsearchable are His 
judgments, and His ways past finding out!” (Romans 11:33). 

The above-mentioned pastors had great eagerness for the 
salvation of the Jewish people, but they have already passed 
away. A God-fearing lady who prays for Jews in Budapest reads 
a book, God inclines her to give the book to me, I give it to my 
Jewish friend, and by these stories God opens many possibilities 
for evangelism, and she is very open for the gospel. I am just 
surprised that different generations, different countries, and 
different nations, people who did not know each other before, are 
coming together in a mysterious way for the sake of evangelism. 
He is on the throne!

I encourage you to stay steadily in the way of God. Please pray 
for each other.

Rev. I.L. Zöld
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LOOKING BACK
AT A MILESTONE

“It has pleased the Lord to bless our 
work. It was not because our instruction 
was good; we often could simply witness 
when the Lord worked in unexpected 
ways,” says the minister from Borssele, 
The Netherlands, when he looks back at 
the 25 years of the Board for Israel. Rev. 
A. Schot mentions the video messages 
that were part of the digital Israel Day 
in December 2020: “We heard that the 
Jews in various countries were not open 
to our message, initially, but the Lord 
made room for it.”

Hungry for instruction
Rev. De Wit has vivid memories of his 
first journey to Ukraine. “There was 
no church building in Zhitomir yet. In 
a ramshackle house, we handed the 
money for the soup kitchen and the 
building of a church. In an apartment 
–the yellow paint came off the walls– a 
group of people listened to instruction 
from the catechism, on benches without 
backrests. They kept asking questions. 
We thought this instruction would be 
too difficult, but they said: “No, we 

recognize what it says here.”
During another visit, we were walking 
with Special Needs Board member G.H. 
Verweij through the church that the 
Jewish-Christian congregation was 
building. Rev. Margulis halted in the 
middle of that empty church and prayed: 
“May this building serve the extension 
of Thy kingdom.”
When Rev. Schot visited Zhitomir for 
the first time, there were approximately 
sixty people in the church. “Most of 
them were women, each with a pencil 
and a notebook. Breathlessly, they lis-
tened to the lecture, also about the doc-
trines which are sometimes criticized in 
Dutch churches. They were glad to hear 
about it and asked questions about the 
experiential application. A woman said 

A hand was raised in Zhitomir. A Jewish Ukrainian had a question: “Is it possible for 
such a great sinner as me to be saved?” Rev. D. de Wit says, “This was the same 
man who was so hostile during our last visit. He was permeated with that which 
the rabbis had taught him. Now he had come to submit himself to the truth of God’s 
Word.”

INTERVIEW
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she had to be at work each morning at 
seven o’clock, but that she got up at five 
o’clock, because she wanted to read the 
works of Thomas Watson. I was 
moved by that.”

Exploration journeys
Also in Israel, the 
work had not taken 
root when Rev. De 
Wit first arrived there. 
“We had contacts with 
various projects and we 
visited them all. The days 
were long. Several contacts 
led to nothing because of differ-
ences in teaching.”
The same was true for other countries. 
“Various countries were explored, 
including Siberia. Board member Mr. 
G. Roos even went to Azerbaijan. 
Eventually the triangle Ukraine-Mol-
davia-Hungary remained.” 
The Board ministers work there now. “By 
giving instruction and digitally spread-
ing reading materials, we try to lay a 
Reformed foundation in the churches,” 
says Rev. Schot. “This is also true for the 
brittle church in Nazareth, where Rev. 
Dekker trains the office-bearers. There 
may be a time when we will not be able 
to work at some place anymore; then 
church life must continue.” 

Training
The Board members have the “silent 
desire” to teach the Jewish-Chris-
tian office-bearers in Mol-
davia through e-learning. 
Rev. Schot says: “They 
are open to training. 
Together with Rev. 
M.H. Schot, I gave 
lectures about the 
five points of Calvin-
ism in a Pentecostal 

church. We expected opposition, but 
the listeners said: “We never hear this; 
we want to hear more about it.”

Rev. De Wit mentions: 
“The interest in Israel 

sometimes moves 
from hype to hype, 
but our objective 
is simple, giving 
instruction in the 
doctrine which 
is according to 

godliness. Much of 
our work takes place 

behind the scenes.”
Rev. Schot also notes: 
“There is much emotion 

around the Jewish 
people, but we 

focus on transferring 
the doctrine of the 
Reformation, in the 
belief that the way 
unto salvation is 
the same for Jews 
and Gentiles.” 

Involvement
The Board members 
say that there have 
been great disappoint-
ments. “Sometimes we 
had great expectations 
from a person and we said to 
each other: “He may be an elder some 
day. And then he turned to the world”, 

to drunkenness. But on the 
other hand, sometimes 

there were delightful 
encounters that we 

will never forget.”
Rev. De Wit states: 
“Together with 
Rev. Silfhout, I 
had a conversation 

with a woman in 

the church of Nazareth. In a few words, 
she told us what was in her heart. “Do 
you understand me?” she asked. Yes, 
we understood her. In such situations a 
bond is felt.”
The Board members did not only 
manage things, but they also did a lot of 
work themselves. “This makes us very 
much involved,” says Rev. Schot. “It 
really is part of your life.” Rev. De Wit 
says: “Sometimes I had to leave my con-
gregation for a couple of days precisely 
when there were great or unexpected 
worries. Then it was great to be able to 
say with hindsight: The Lord Himself 
cared for the congregation.”
The Board was sometimes forced to 
make difficult choices. “For example, 

how could we form a congrega-
tion in Nazareth? Initially, 

there was a difference 
of opinion about it. 
Eventually, the Lord 
Himself showed the 
way by giving men 
who could serve in the 

offices.”

Anti-Semitism
Again and again, news mes-

sages tell us that anti-Semitism 
flares up, also in politics. “Opposing 
anti-Semitism is one of our jobs by pro-
viding information about the history of 
the Jews and the horrors of persecution, 
but also about that which the Word 
of God says about the future of this 
nation.”
The Board for Israel is careful when it 
comes to thinking about the future of 
its own work. “Of course, we need to 
do it, but we have learned that the Lord 
sometimes chooses different ways than 
we think.”

L. Vogelaar

“There 
have been great 
disappointments, 

but there were also 
delightful encounters 

that we will never 
forget.”

Rev.
D. de Wit

Rev.
A. Schot
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FROM THE BOARD

DEVOTIONAL
At the end of 2018, the Isaac da Costa Support 
Fund for Israel and the Board for Israel 
co-published a biblical devotional based 
on the Bible lectures of Isaac da Costa. 
The publishing company De Banier made 
the text available, so the devotional could 
be translated into other languages. We 
greatly appreciate the cooperation with this 
publishing company.
To the Board’s delight, the Russian 
publication translated from English could 

be published recently by Tulip 
Publishing in Odessa, Ukraine. Below 
each fragment, there are empty lines, 
giving the reader the possibility to 
write down their thoughts about the 
passage and to reread them later. 
A nice idea! The Russian devotional 
will be distributed among the Jewish 
people in Eastern-Europe. In Israel, 
HaGefen Publishing is working on a 
Hebrew translation. It is expected to be 
published later this year.

REVIEW OF THE PRESENTATION 
“ANTI-SEMITISM TODAY”
On January 27, the annual commemoration of 
the Holocaust was held. On the occasion of it, a 
presentation was broadcast from Woerden, The 
Netherlands, about the theme “Anti-Semitism 
Today.” First, presenter Mr. A. Karens discussed 
examples of present-day anti-Semitism in word 
and with images, under the title “Anti-Semitism 
Today: An Ineradicable Evil?” Next, general 
secretary Mr. J.J. De Jong had a conversation 
with Rabbi L.B. Van de Kamp. As a personal note, 
Rabbi Van de Kamp mentioned that his father 
was liberated from Auschwitz 76 years ago. His 
first mother, however, and two of her sons, died 
in this camp. In the interview, Van de Kamp said he is glad 
the Board has an eye for anti-Semitism. He said history has 
taught us that it is difficult to fight anti-Semitism. Rabbi Van de 
Kamp thinks support from churches for the Jewish community 
is important.

Presentation 
by presenter 
Mr. Karens

Interview 
between general 
secretary De Jong 
and Rabbi Van de 

Kamp
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FROM THE BOARD

Israel is a living sign in world history, that God lives and that 
His Word is “yes and amen.”

This inspiring text is found on a stone on Mount Carmel. The na-
tion has survived despite all oppressions. It has not perished until 
this day, despite all the attacks from the surrounding enemies. 
God will fulfil the promises concerning His people of Israel; the 
whole Bible witnesses of it.

The liberation of Auschwitz was commemor-
ated on January 27, 2021. Also people in 
The Netherlands paid attention to it, 
including the Board. On such a day, 
I remember people we have met in 
Israel, who, either silently or not, 
bore enormous scars. For some 
people this has been a lifelong 
torture; they have never been 
able to speak about it. Others 
spoke out about their terrible 
memories and their emotions 
when they were older. This often 
happened because grandchildren 
began to ask questions. As a result 
of such questions, they saw their pos-
terity had to know this.

I am thinking about Gid’on. We met in his taxi. My 
car was in the garage for repairs and he drove me there. We had 
a conversation. His daughter was a student of architecture in 
Rotterdam. With Israeli hospitality, he invited me to come round 
and meet his wife Sue. During our first visit, the war was soon a 
topic of conversation. In their opinion, The Netherlands had done 
a good job helping the Jews. Marita and I looked at each other 
and decided just to leave it that way.

Gid’on began to tell the story of his life. As a seven-year-old boy, 
he arrived in the concentration camp Theresienstadt with his 
mother. This was primarily a camp for mothers with children. 
He showed us a photo from before the war of a beautiful Jewish 

woman holding a happy boy. His mother is wearing a beautiful 
hat; she was a hatmaker. Thanks to this, she could make a living 
for her family in the difficult years when more and more limita-
tions were imposed on the Jews. In those days, every woman wore 
a hat and his mother had artistic gifts. She had a studio at home.

Life in Theresienstadt was difficult. People stole everything that 
was somehow edible just to stay alive. Gid’on said his mother 

was totally damaged emotionally. She never overcame 
the Holocaust. It was not until her deathbed, 

when she was 84, that she embraced her only 
child for the first time. “A little late,” said 

Gid’on with a wry face. 

Gid’on has done a lot of research 
about his father and other rela-
tives. They all died. He remembers 
how happy he was to see his 
grandmother arrive on the train 
platform in Theresienstadt. She got 
out of the train as a dignified old 

lady, smartly dressed, complete with 
hat. The boy had a chance to talk for 

a while to his grandmother, but she 
had left after a couple of days, without 

saying goodbye. She had been transported to 
Auschwitz.

For a long time, Gid’on did not know what had happened to his 
father. Recently, he was shocked when he discovered his father’s 
name on the list of Josef Mengele, the physician who conducted 
various medical experiments on Jews. 

A few years ago, Gid’on took his children and grandchildren to 
the places of his youth. Theresienstadt was one of them: Lest we 
forget.

MLD

COLUMN
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The southern part of Israel almost completely consists of desert. 
This desert is called the Negev. Besides Jewish people, 

there are also Bedouins in the Negev Desert. 
The word “Bedouins” comes from the Arabic word “badawi” 

and this word means desert dweller. Bedouins are Arabic people 
who wander through the desert. With their families, they travel 

from one place to the next. That is why they live in tents. 
They are easy to take down and to move to a different place.

More than a hundred thousand Bedouins live in the Negev Desert. 
But more and more Bedouins now have a permanent residence, 

so they no longer move through the desert. The greatest Bedouin 
city in Israel is Rahat.

The tents in which the 
Bedouins live are made from 

cloths of goat hair. 
This cloth offers good protection 

against the sun and the rain. In the 
tent there is hardly any furniture. 
Bedouins use many carpets and 

cushions to sit on.

For the children!
Bedouins Bedouins 

in Israelin Israel
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The Bedouins are very hospitable. 
A guest is really treated like a king. For their guests, 

they make a special coffee and a lot of delicious food. 
It is also possible to spend the night and have meals 

at their places. For them this is a means to earn 
money. Mansaf is the most well-known meal. 

It consists of rice covered with meat (beef or lamb) which 
is cooked in yogurt. Also pine nuts are added. Besides this, 

the Bedouins mainly eat grains, meat, bread, and dates. 
They all eat from one bowl. They do not do so with a knife and a fork, 

but with their right hand!

Bedouins have always existed. In the Bible, you also read about people 
who wander through the wilderness with their cattle. Just think 

of Abram, Isaac, and Jacob.
Camels are very important animals for Bedouins. As a tourist, 

you can sometimes ride on a camel if you give them some money. 
You can make a nice camel craft with two toilet paper rolls, 
brown (crêpe) paper, and some pieces of rope for the tail.

For the children!

There are 
also Bedouins in 

Judaea. You will read 
about them in the 

next issue, the 
Lord willing.

The Israel 
committee in Goes 

recently organized several fund-raising activities for the work in Nazareth. They sold Israel products for more than € 4,700. Also many gifts were received. They have  raised more than € 2,500. Thank you very much for 
your efforts!
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L. Vogelaar

It is one of the unforgettable memories 
of Board member Mr. J. Seip from the 
26 years he has been active for the work 
among the Jewish people. “It is most 
humbling to notice that the Spirit works 
in people’s hearts, and that our activ-
ities are used to that purpose!”
The Ukrainian addict had walked into 
one of the soup kitchens of the Jew-
ish-Christian church. There God’s Word 
was opened. Questions rose in his heart. 
He began to attend the weekly meetings, 
and his mother wondered where he was 
going all the time.
Mr. Seip heard him tell it himself in 2019. 
The Board member went to Ukraine 
each year for an audit of the diaconal 
activities supports or as a Board member 
of SOEGG, which provides the hospitals 
with equipment. “In particular, the soup 
kitchen work has the love of my heart.”

Involved
Mr. Seip, who used to be an elder in 
Klaaswaal, The Netherlands, became 
involved in the work in the beginning 
of 1995. “It was through Rev. Sonnevelt. 

I knew him from my younger years, 
from a youth meeting. He lived in The 
Hague; I lived in Rotterdam. Later, I 
became involved in several foundations 
as a businessman. Rev. C. Van den 
Berg entered my shop as a customer. 
The conversation that followed led 
to me becoming a Board member of 
the Ruchama Foundation, 
for which Rev. Van 
den Berg worked 
among prisoners in 
Romania. I would 
also visit these 
prisons for many 
years. I wanted 
to do something 
as well within our 
denomination. I was 
interested in Israel. As 
a young boy I had wanted 
to work in a kibbutz, but that 
did not happen. Rev. Sonnevelt asked 
me to join the workgroup that was busy 
developing activities among the Jewish 
people. After a year, this grew into the 
Board for Israel.”

Generous support
Mr. Seip was the treasurer for six years, 
but he was also active as a presenter. 
“When I began, we did not yet work in 
Eastern Europe; we only had several 
contacts in Israel. I made some efforts 
to compile a slideshow which I used to 
give presentations in churches and at 
schools.
In Mijdrecht, The Netherlands,  Elder 
L. Staat asked what I thought about 
Romans 11:26. I quoted the annotation: 
A very great multitude will be saved. 
He rose up and said: “I wholeheartedly 

agree with this brother. We 
must support this work.”

Such encouragements 
were sometimes 

necessary, because 
there were also those 
who believed in the 
theology of replace-
ment and who did 

not believe there 
are still unfulfilled 

promises for the Jewish 
people. Others wondered 

whether our efforts were needed 
at all, besides the work that others were 
already doing.
In Ermelo, The Netherlands, I was 
informed that there was a man in the 
room who might express criticism. 

The Ukrainian woman secretly followed her son. He had been a drug addict; would 
he go to bad friends again? She found out that he attended meetings of the Jew-
ish-Christian church. This is how his mother came under the Word. It changed both 
their lives.

In the 
elevator to the 

shelter, 
the Auschwitz 
survivor was 
trembling.

UNDER THE WORD 
BY MEANS OF THE SOUP 

KITCHEN
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As soon as he said something, Rev. L. 
Blok interrupted: “Mr. Seip has come 
to present the work; not to solve theo-
logical questions.”
I am thinking of Groningen, also in The 
Netherlands, where the people were 
amazed that I had been willing to drive 
so many kilometres. The room was full 

and we noticed that the people 
had a warm interest in our 

work.
In Opperdoes, The 
Netherlands, I first 
thought: There will be 
hardly anybody. Then I 

realized that people were 
picked up and transported 

in three vans; the room was 
filled. There was no slide screen, but 

they borrowed one from the neighbours, 
the caretaker hammered a nail in the 
wall, and the screen was hung up on it.”

Danger
The journeys to the work sites were 
very impressive. For example, when 
Mr. Seip was in Sheba Medical Center 

in Tel Hashomer, Israel, to 
give money, “The chief of 

the burn ward asked us to 
listen to a traumatized 
patient. On June 1, 2001, a 
Palestinian suicide terror-

ist attacked a discotheque 
in Tel Aviv. As a result, 
21 teenagers died and 
132 people were injured, 

including this boy. He had 
seen his girlfriend fly in the 

air after the explosion. She did 
not survive.”

For Mr. Seip, danger was close in Sderot, 
Israel, when rockets were fired from 
the Gaza Strip. “I was standing in the 
elevator of the shelter, together with 
an old man. I saw a tattooed number on 
his arm, which meant he had been in 
Auschwitz. And now he had to experi-
ence this; his whole body was trembling. 
I felt pity for him.”
A peaceful evening walk in the Roma-
nian city of Bucharest was not without 
danger either. Two robbers put Mr. Seip 
against the wall, strangled him, and 
demanded money, while they kept Board 
member Mr. G. Roos at a distance. Mr. 
Roos was not able to help, but he later 
said: “I could pray.” Mr. Seip kept silent 
about the euros he had in his pocket and 
showed some Romanian cash. Then a car 
stopped. Two plainclothes policemen 
jumped out and arrested the robbers.

Homefront
Mr. Seip did a lot of work in the back-
ground, such as organizing Israel and 
theme days and women’s mornings. 
Together with Rev. W. Silfhout and Mr. 
J.J. de Jong, he developed a course about 
Israel. “I would not have been able to do 
this without the support from others. 
My wife supported me, even though this 
meant that she was sometimes alone in 
caring for our ten children. In our com-
pany, I had been able to arrange things 
well with my brother. In 2002, I had 
a heart attack and open heart surgery 
followed in 2004. It is a great privilege 
that I recovered and I have been able to 
continue this work. This is humbling.”

Chairman         
Rev. A. Schot 

presents a gift on 
the occasion of Board         

member Mr. Seip’s 
25-year anniversary.

Board member 
Mr. Seip shows the 

painting “the Talmudist” 
by the painter Vitaliy 

Karpenko.

Rev. and Mrs. 
Dekker are looking 
at the painting with 

interest.
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As usual, at this time of year you receive an overview of the 
finances during the previous year. At the end of the account 
of 2019, we looked forward to the training of office-bearers 
in Israel, and we appealed to your generosity. It has already 
been mentioned earlier in this issue that we have reason 
to be thankful. We received more than € 214,000 for this 
project.

In 2020, there were hardly any sales and auctions, or 
presentation meetings. The collections in church services 
still take place in a very different way than usual. And to 
mention more, Israel Day was broadcast digitally. You will 
understand we were worried about the development of the 
funds we would receive, due to these and other circumstances. 
However, we are amazed about the final result. The money 
received was almost € 270,000 more than the year before. 
Next to the Lord, thank you very much for the small and large 
gifts that led to this wonderful result.

Incoming
In the chart, you can see the money received classified by 
origin: 

The largest amount of money was received from donors and 
by gifts from individuals. In 2020, this was almost € 100,000 
more than in 2019. The money received from consistories 
was even € 186,000 higher.
On the other hand, the funds received from collections were 
almost € 50,000 less. The gifts from companies increased 
by almost € 50,000 in 2020. Because the women’s morning 
and the theme day were cancelled, the money received from 
activities was € 13,000 less than in 2019.
From the Board for Special Needs, the contribution was 
received for the soup kitchens and diaconal help in Ukraine 
and Moldavia.

Expenses
The largest part of the expenses is related to the work in 
Israel. Although the congregation could not come together 
for many weeks, there were contacts in different ways. The 
training of the office-bearers has started and, thankfully, it 
can also continue now at a distance with the means we have. 
There are also the expenses for the beit-café Balalaika and 
the used-clothing store Yad Nechama.
Because of COVID-19, additional diaconal aid was given, 
for example, to the Makor HaTikvah School in Jerusalem. 
Due to the lockdown, the school receives less money and 
also parents can give lower contributions than in normal 
circumstances.
Also the work among elderly people in Nazareth and in 
Ebenezer Home was supported in 2020.

Rev. I.L. Zöld was able to do his work in Budapest the whole 
year. You may have read about the contacts he made. You 
have also been informed earlier about the theological training 
that is given to the students in Zhitomir. 
Because of the pandemic, additional diaconal aid was 
given in Moldavia. In the time when the soup kitchens in 
Eastern-Europe were closed, food packages were compiled 
and distributed.

The expenses for reading materials were higher in 2020 
than in previous years. The publication of Matthew Henry’s 
Commentary on the Psalms was completed, and several other 
publications appeared. Again we contributed to the revision 

A Special Year
J. van Wingerden, Treasurer

€ 128.000 
€ 46.000 

€ 350.000 

€ 86.000 
€ 111.000 

€ 277.000 

€ 42.000 
€ 132.000 

Collections

Money received in 2020

Activities Donors/individuals

Youth clubs/schools Companies Gifts from consistories

Israel committees Special Needs Board
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of the Delitzsch publication of 
the New Testament. Thankfully, 
the work of the Digital Reading 
Materials project could continue 
without problems. 
Also for 2021, several 
publications are in the planning 
process. Our translator for 
Hebrew has 50% of her time 
available for us. Partly due to 
the delightful amount of money 
received, several works can be 
translated into Arabic in 2021. 
We also plan to have a book 
about Rabbi Duncan translated 
into Hungarian for the work in 
Budapest.

Special
The title above this article is “A 
Special Year.” The year 2020 
was eventful because of the 
pandemic and its consequences. 
But it was also a special year 
because the work among 
the “beloved for the fathers’ 
sakes” (Romans 11:28) could 
continue and was extended. A 
special year in which we felt 
your sympathy and also your 
financial support. It was a year 
which we expected to close with 
a shortage, but where there is 
now a surplus. A year in which 
we were granted to sow, praying 
that the Lord will bless the work 
and will give growth.

Since I was a child, I have been interested in the Jewish people, as the ancient 
covenant nation, and in the developments after the Second World War. It was 

in particular Rev. G.A. Zijderveld, who was the minister of our congregation from 1959 
to 1963, who encouraged this. In my younger years I followed a course as a hobby, 
to acquire some knowledge of the Tanakh and modern Hebrew. My interest was also 
strengthened in the time when Rev. W. Silfhout was our minister. It was quite obvious 
for us to visit Israel Day each year. It is always nice to show our sympathy and to hear 
the people who speak from The Netherlands, Israel, Ukraine, and Hungary.

W. Schouten, Capelle aan den IJssel

I watched Israel Day from Salem Nursing Home. It was 
a special, wonderful morning. I have been able to follow 
it thanks to the livestream broadcast, and this is how I 
was informed about the good work the Board for Israel 
does. A lot has been achieved under God’s blessing. 
Much can be read about it in the anniversary book. 
I also would like to compliment the children whose 
singing and music was so beautiful. I am glad I could 
take part in this way.

J.M. Seip-van der Elst, Ridderkerk (96)

We have visited the annual Israel Day a couple of times. We do so because of the rela-
tionship between Israel and biblical history, and because we want to support the people 
of Israel and, if possible, visit the land of Israel.

The program is varied. The speakers from the areas where the Board is active give a 
clear account of their activities. Most significantly, they tell us the Word of the Lord is 
effectual and encouraging in them. We always look forward to visiting these days.

W. Stout, Hoogvliet

Why do we attend Israel Day each year? In Gouda, Hardinxveld-Giessendam, Gelder-
malsen, and by means of the livestream last time?
This day must be experienced. The connection is felt as soon as one enters–a connection 
with workers in Israel, and Eastern-Europe: Rev. M.L. Dekker, Rev. A. Margulis, and 
Rev. I.L. Zöld. Their wives often contribute to the program for children. Their confidence 
is felt; we hear that the Lord opens doors and hearts.
We remember the day when there was so much snow! Many people arrived late, but they 
still came. Unexpectedly, Rev. R. Boogaard had to open the day. He held a meditation 
about Simeon, who praised God in the temple, holding the Child in his arms; isn’t that 
the message that is preached?
The Israel choir was an eye opener; it really felt a bit like we were in Israel. 

Fam. G. van der Hoek-van der Laan, Rhenen

Experiences 
 of Visitors on Israel Day

“

”
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Reveil
It was 1983. My main theme for the final 
exam in Cultural Social Education at Dri-
estar College was the Réveil movement. 
My special attention was drawn to this 
period in the nineteenth century. The 
book “Het protestante reveil in Neder-
land en daarbuiten” (The Protestant 
revival in and outside The Netherlands) 
by Elizabeth Kluit provided special and 

valuable information. I was interested 
in the lives and works of Groen van 
Prinsterer, Ottho Gerhard Heldring, 
Isaäc Da Costa, Willem De Clercq, and 
others. Capadose and Da Costa, who 
were both of Jewish origin, were of spe-
cial interest to me. They gave me much 
food for thought. How did they come to 
be baptized and how did they approach 
their own nation? This was most clearly 

seen in in letters and periodicals those 
Messianic Jews wrote themselves. The 
most well-known Jewish missionary was 
Rev. Carl Schwartz, who made a voice 
heard about Israel and to Israel in his 
magazine “De Heraut” (The Herald) as 
of 1850. It was interesting to read this 
periodical.

Rotterdam
What were the early circumstances of 
the Jews in my own city of Rotterdam? 
This question was also in my thoughts 
in 1983. 

In 2020, there was a question on my mind. Why am I especially interested in the 
Jewish people?

THE JEWISH PEOPLE 
DISCOVERED
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There was also an extensive biography 
about Joseph Zalman, written by his 
wife Mrs. Zalman-Marda. He evangel-
ized among Jews in Eastern-Europe. 
They had fled from the terrible pogroms 
and they were on their way to Amer-
ica. Zalman offered them a shelter in 
Rotterdam on the Northern Island. In 
1983, the old buildings were still there. 
The large Jewish cemetery at Toepad 
(near the Van Ghent base) was a special 
“discovery.”  

Another discovery like this was Paulus 
Julius Bloch, who evangelised for 55 
years among the Jews in Rotterdam in 
the nineteenth century. Who was he? 
The city archive provided little informa-
tion about him, besides the interesting 
detail (if I remember well) that he 
distributed the leaflet Thirza of the 
aantrekkingskracht van het kruis (Thirza 
or the attraction of the cross) as a means 
of evangelization. It was not until 2020 
that I found more information about 
him. 

He was born in Prussia in 1816 to Ortho-
dox-Jewish parents. Bloch was a fur 
trader, and he met a missionary on one 
of his business trips. He was baptized 
in 1841 and wanted to go to England, 
but he remained in Amsterdam. There 
he met Rev. Adler, who appointed him 
as “colporter,” a trader in books for the 
conversion of Jews. He started to do so 
as of 1844 in Rotterdam, which explains 
the above-mentioned publication. After 
him, Joseph Zalman did a great deal of 
work.

The nineteenth-century revival con-
tinued to have my attention. The same 
is true for the booklet Nader over het 
Reveil (More about the Reveil) by M.E. 
Kluit. A correspondence in a magazine 
in which Messianic Jews presented 

their opinion about “mission among 
the Jews” came very close when the 
committee for evangelization of the 
Netherlands Reformed Congregations 
was established in 1993. I was given a 
place on this committee in 1994.

Kneeling bench
My special interest in the Jewish people 
was confirmed on the kneeling bench 
in the congregation of Aagtekerke, The 
Netherlands, on September 14, 1999, 
when I was ordained as a minister. It 
was as if the Lord spoke: “Also for the 
Jewish people.”

View
You can approach the view 
on the Jewish people 
primarily in two ways, 
either theologically 
or church his-
torically. Many 
“mixed forms” 
are possible in 
between. But I 
often recognize 
this division. 
For the work 
among the Jewish 
people in Israel, 
Eastern-Europe, and else-
where, the theological approach 
must be used. This concerns the explan-
ation of the Bible and dogmatic training. 
Biblical ethics are also important.
In this context, church history is less 
important and it has a poor reputation 
among the Jews. In the past, the Chris-
tian church often failed to speak out 
in the persecution of the Jews. Now we 
disapprove of it, but the Jewish people 
have not forgotten. I do not think it is 
wise, at this moment, to speak about the 
wealth of church history, because there 
are too many shadow sides to it.

The Netherlands
For the Dutch people who support the 
work among Israel, two points of atten-
tion are important, the theological and 
church historical position of the Jewish 
people.
Biblical training is important because 
the ancient covenant nation was 
forgotten for a long time. Here the 
biblical position of the “beloved for 
the fathers’ sakes” must be clearly 
explained. Should “Israel” in Romans 11 
be explained literally or spiritually? For 
a long time, only the spiritual meaning 
was emphasized in our churches. How-
ever, the annotation clearly mentions 
the literal meaning. It took some time 

before this was given a place in 
our denomination.

This view is supported 
by the church his-

torical approach. 
Our forefathers 
did not forget 
literal Israel. They 
preached about 
the future conver-

sion of the Jewish 
people, and they 

prayed for it. Jewish 
people were converted. 

There were clear testimonies.
Salomon Duijtsch is a remarkable 

example. He was converted in Hungary 
and arrived in Amsterdam after much 
wandering. Later, he became a minister 
in Mijdrecht. An extraordinary life. 
Other examples of converted Jewish 
people can be found in the history of 
the church. It is good to investigate the 
position of the Jews in the entire history 
of the church and to pass it on. This 
will only strengthen the bond with the 
Jewish people.

Rev. C. Neele, Former Board member

“It is good 
to investigate the 

position of the Jews in 
the entire history of the 

church and to 
pass it on.”
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Ezra for Israel

Would you please consider supporting this worthy cause?
www.ezraforisrael.ca/donate-today/

Canadian Charity: 815441563 RR0001

Contact info:
Ezra For Israel
PO Box 178
Diamond City, AB T0K 0T0

Telephone: (403) 553-3582
Cell Phone: (403) 308-0083
Email Address: info@ezraforIsrael.ca

CLOTHING DRIVE FOR YAD NECHAMA

Recently the members of the Board of Ezra for Israel organized a clothing drive to support the worthy cause of Yad Nechama, our used-cloth-

ing store in Nazareth. These clothes will be distributed by our workers Ron and Adva to both Jews and Arabs. They will be sold for a very low 

price, or even given to needy individuals. The hope and desire of Ezra for Israel and the entire team at Yad Nechama is to not only help where 

it is needed, but in doing so, that an opportunity to bring God’s Word to their customers will present itself.

We sincerely appreciate the overwhelming response from the southern Albertan congregations with their clothing donations! Here are a few 

fun facts on the specific clothing items we were able to send:

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN HOSTING THE NEXT CLOTHING DRIVE?

The needs are many and we are amazed at how quickly a pallet or two of good used clothing is sold or distributed. Would you consider putting 

on a clothing drive in your church community? Ezra for Israel has all the materials to help. If your heart is so inclined, we will send you all you 

need to very amiably send the used clothing to Israel. Please contact either Hank Arnoldussen at 403-308-0083 or Koos Vis at 403-795-9597.

· 292 Men’s Shirts

· 94 Men’s Pants

· 136 Women’s Dresses

· 596 Women’s Skirts

· 318 Women’s Jackets

· 644 Women’s Blouses

· As well as 100s of Children’s  

  Clothing Items
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